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To Lord 


My Lozp, 


HE turn, which your lordſhip gave to the converſa- 
| tion of laſt night, having laid me under the neceſ- 
ſity of vindicating the ſtep I have lately taken in publiſh- 
ing Memoirs of my life, I think I bare a right to demand 
your opinion of the motives which I then explained; and 
this I aſk by way of appeal to your judgment from the 
ſentiments of thoſe who niight perhaps think my induce- 
ments were weak or frivolous: for, though no perſon in 
the company attempted to invalidate the arguments I ad- 
vanced, 1 could perceive, that one gentleman was not al- 
together convinced of the rectitude of that meaſure; you 
may remember he dropped ſeveral diſſenting hints, couch- 
ed in the modeſt expreſſions of * with ſubmiſſion to your 
© ladyfhip's better judgment - But, to be ſure, you would 
© not have taken ſuch a ſtep without firſt weighing the 
* conſequences—Y our provocations were certainly very 
great, although the world is apt to put the worſt eon- 
c rudtions upon every thing - and other ſuch prudential 
inſinuations that are often more diſconcerting than the 
diſplayed objections of a declared antagoniſt, becauſe they 
ſeem to import ſomething of great weight, which perſonal 
reſpe& endeavours to ſuppreſs. Theſe ſententious frag- 
ments made ſuch impreſſion upon "y mind, that I have 
been all night long taſking my recollection, in order to 
diſcover the weak ſide of my defence; but, as one always 
ſees through the miſt of partiality in one's own concerns, 
1 mult have recourſe to your diſcernment, and ſeriouf 
inſiſt upon knowing how far you approve the juſtification 


of, 
My Loxp, 
vour Lordſhip's 


moſt obedient fervant. 


AN- 


vm J 


ANS W E. R. 


MavDan, 


I CAxxor help obſerving, that the ſerious manner in 
which you affe my opinion of the motives, which in- 
duced you to publiſh your Memoirs, is exactly of a piece 
with the conduct of thoſe who conſult their friends for 
approbation rather than advice, and, by a diſappointment 
in their expectations of applauſe, are more than ever wed- 
ded to their own inventions. How would your ladyſhip 
look, ſhould I now, in conſequence of your demand, al- 
ſume the air of a ſevere moralizer, and tel] you, that the 
ſtep you have taken was n precipitate and inex- 
cuſable, that you have unneceſſarily avowed your. own in- 

diſcretion, incurred the reſentment of individuals, and at- 
tracted the reproaches of a cenſorious world, and that, 
over and above theſe diſadvantages, you have ſubjected 
yourſelf for ever to a life of domeſtic diſquiet, by incen- 
ſing the tyrant, of whom you complain, beyond a poſſi- 
bility of forgiveneſs or reconciliation? Would not all the 
reſentment of a diſappointed author take poſſeſſion of your 
ladyſhip, overcaſt that cheerfulneſs of countenance with a 
ſullen-frown, and lighten from theſe fair eyes in gleams of 
diſpleaſure? No, you would be more ſurprized than of- 
fended at my obſervations. You would believe you had 
been all along deceived in your opiniowof my delicacy and 
underſtanding: you would be mortified at the- diſcovery 
of your own miſtake, and look upon me with compaſſion, 
as one of thoſe tame, timid rationaliſts, who, being na- 
turally phlegmatie and fearful, are utter ftrangers to the 
refined ſenſations of the human heart, incapable of doing 
juſtice to thoſe melting tendemefles which they never felt, 
and too irreſolute to withſtand - the torrent of ignorant, - 
malicious, or wrong-headed clamour, when it affects a a 
character in which their friendſhip ought to be intereſted. 
Your ſentiments, ,I. own, would in that caſe be juſt, ex- 
cepting that I ſhould engage your ladyſhip's xity, in de- 
ſerving your contempt, and, inſtead of being deſpiſed as - 
a cold friend, be til] regarded by you as a weak and ti- 
worous wel!-wiſher. If your character ſuffered cruelly - 


from 
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from wry > niger age if your foibles were magnified 
and multiplied with all the aggravations of envy and ſic- 
tion; if the qualities of your heart were decried or tra - 
duced, and even your underſtanding called in queſtion; 1 
agree with your ladyſhip, that it was not only excuſeable, 
bat highly neceſſary to publiſh a detail of your conduct, 
which would acquit you: of all or moſt of thoſe ſcandalous 
imputations. This taſk you have (in my opinion) per- 
formed, to the ſatisfact ion of all the intelligent and un- 
prejudieed part of mankind. He muſt be very deficient in 
candour and feeling, who, in reading your memoirs, is 
not intereſted in your favour; who does not eſpouſe the 
cauſe of beauty, innocence, and love; who does not fee, 
that as you once were, you would {till bave continued to. 
de the pattern of conjugal faith and felicity, had not the. 
croſs accidents of fortune forced you from the natural bias 
of your diſpoſition; who does not excuſe the tenderneſs, 
which youth and ſenſibility, ſo circumftanced, could not 
poſſibly refiſt ; and who does not freely forgive the fault, 
when he confiders the particulars of the temptation. ——He 
muſt be devoid of all taſte and reflection, who does not 
admire your fpirit, elegance, and ſenſe ; and dead to all 
the fimer movements the ſoul, if he is not agitated, - 
thrilled, and tranſported with the pathetic cireumſtances 
of your ſtory. Some people who. are your Jadyſhip's 
friends, and highly entertained with the performance, 
have wiſhed you had ſpared yourſelf ſome unneceſſary con- 
feſhons which they thought could ſerve no end but that of 
affording a handle to your enemies for cenſure and defa- 
mation: I myſelf, I own, was of the fame opinion, until 
you convinced me, that, in ſuppreſſing one circumſtance 
which might be afterwards diſcovered, your fincerity 
through the whole piece would have been called in que- 
ſtion. And what have you avowed, that your moſt ma- 
licious foes dare blame, except your diſregard of an unna- 
tural contract, which (though authorized by the laws of 
your country) was impoſed upon your neceflity, youth, 
and inexperience? Nor was this conduct the refult of vi- 
cious levity and intemperance: you had already given un- 
deniable proofs of your conſtancy and conjugal virtue to 
the firft lord of your affe&tions, who was the choice of 
your love, and to whom your heart was unalterably 1 
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ded. Your natural Tenfibility had been, by his extraor- 
dinary care, tenderneſs, and attention, cheriſhed and im- 
proved to ſuch a degree of delicacy, as could not poſſibly 
reliſh the attachment of the common run of huſbands. No 
wonder then that you was uneaſy under a ſecond engage- 
ment ſo much unlike the firſt, that every circumſtance of 
the contraſt appeared to you in the moſt aggravating light, 
and made a ſuitable impreſſion upon your imagination, 
and that you was not inſenſible to thoſe attractions which 
had formerly captivated your heart, nor able to reſiſt the 
flattering infinuations, incredible affiduity, and ſurprizing 
e of an artful lover. And ſure he could not 
ave choſen a more favourable opportunity to prefer his 
addrefles: your paſſions were unuſually intendered by 
grief; you was diſſatisfied with your domeſtic ſituation ;. 
you was ſolitary for want of that intimate connection in 
which you had been ſo happy before, and your breaſt 
glowed with the moſt pathetic ſuſceptibility, while you 
was yet a ſtranger to the infidious wiles of man. In ſuch 
_ diſtreſs the mind longs for ſympathy and conſolation ; it 
ſeeks to repoſe itſelf upon the tender friendſhip of ſome 
kind partner, that will ſhare and alleviate its ſorrows : 
ſuch a comforter appeared in the accompliſhed youth : 
your judgment was pleaſed with his qualifications : his- 
demeanour acquired your eſteem ; your friendſhip was en- 
gaged by his ſincerity, and your affection was inſenſibly 
ubdued. In ſhort, every thing conſpired to promote his 
- Juit, and my wonder is not that he ſucceeded, but that 
you held out ſo long. Your ſentiments with regard to 
thoſe, who have inveighed againſt your performance, are 
alrogether conformable to that good ſenſe and benevolent 
diſpoſition, which I have always admired and eſteemed. 
As for writers who have exerciſed their pens in abuſing 
your ladyſhip, they are either objects of mirth or com- 
paſſion. They, poor harmleſs creatures, in their hearts 
wiſh you no evil. Their buſineſs is to eat honeſtly, if they 
can—but at any rate to eat. I am fully perſuaded, that 
for a very {mall ſum you might engage the whole tribe to 
refute their own revilings, and bellow with all their might 
m your praiſe. It would really be uncharitable, as well 
as abſurd, to expreſs the leaft reſentment againſt- ſuch 
&ceble antagoniſts, who are literally the beings of a ſum- 
mer» 
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mer-day: they are the noiſy inſets, which the ſun of 
merit, never fails to produce; the ſhadows that continually 
accompany ſucceſs; and indeed a man * as well fight 
with his own ſhadow, as attempt to chaſtiſe ſuch unſub- 
ſtantial phantoms. But of all the emotions of your heart, 
that which I am at preſent tempted chiefly to applaud, is 
the ſorrow you expreſs for having been obliged, in your 
own juſtification, to vilify and expoſe the man to whom 
your fate is inſeparably connected; and the laudable reſo- 
lution you have taken to live amicably with him for the 
future, provided he ſhall perſiſt in that conduct which he 
hath of late choſen to maintain. On the whole, though 
you may have inflamed the virulence of envy and malice, 
rouzed the reſentment of ſome whoſe folly and ingratitude 
you had occaſion to diſplay, and incurred the cenſure of 
thoſe who think it their duty to exclaim againſt the leaſt 
infringement of the nuptial tie, howſoever unequally im- 
poſed, your Memoirs will always be peruſed with | row 
by all readers of taſte and diſcernment, and your fame, as 
a beauty and author, long ſurvive the ill offices of preju- 
dice and perſonal animofity. And, now that I have per- 
formed the taſk injoined, give me leave te add, that I 
have the honour to be, 


Mapan, 
your moſt devoted 


humble ſervant. 
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CHAP. LI. 


8 Pickle engages with a knight of Malta in a converſation upon 
= the Eule tage, which is followed by a diiſſertation on 
the theatres of the ancients by the doctor. 


HE reſt of the company proceeded to the arſenal, 
| which having viewed, together with ſome re- 


markable churches, they, in their return, went 
to the comedy, and ſaw the Cid of Corneille tolerably 
well repreſented. In conſequence of this entertainment, 
the diſcourſe at ſupper turned upon dramatic performan- 
ces, and all the objections of Monſ. de Scudery to the 
piece they had ſeen acted, together with the decifion of 
the French academy, were canvaſſed and diſcuſſed. The 
knight was a man of letters and taſte, and particularly 
well acquainted with the ſtate of the 232 ſtage; ſo 
that when the painter boldly pronounced ſentence againſt 
the French manner of acting, on the ſtrength of having 
frequented a Covent-Garden club of critics, and been 
often admitted, by virtue of an order, into the pit, a com- 
pariſon immediately enſued, not between the authors, but 
the actors of both nations, to whom the chevalier and 
2 were no ſtrangers. Our hero, like a good 
Engliſhman, made no ſcruple of giying the preference to 
the performers of his on country, who, he alledged, 
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obeyed the genuine impulſes of nature, in exhibiting the 
paſſions of the human mind; and entered ſo warmly. into 
their ſeveral parts, that they often fancied themſelves the 
very heroes they repreſented. Whereas, the action of the 
Pariſian players, even in their moſt intereſting characters, 
was generally ſuch an extravagance in voice and geſture, 
as 18 no where to be obſerved but on the ſtage. To illu- 
ſtrate this aſſertion, he availed himſelf of his talent, and 
mimicked the manner and voice of all the principal per- 
formers, male and female, belonging to the French co- 
medy, to the admiration of the chevalier, who havin 

complimented him upon this ſurpriſing modulation, beg- 
ged leave to diſſent in ſome particulars from the opinion 
he had avowed. © That you have good actors in England,” 
aid he, it would be unjuſt al , abſurd in me to deny 
© your theatre is adorned by one woman whoſe fenfibility 
© and ſweetneſs of voice is ſuch as J have never obſerved 
* on any other ſtage; ſhe has, beſides, an elegance of 
«, perſon and expreſſion of features, that wonderfully 
. adapt her for the moſt engaging characters of your belt 
plays; and I mult freely own, that I have been as high- 
ly delighted and as deeply affected, by a Monimia and 


Belvidera at London, as ever I was by a Cornelia and 


Cleopatra at Paris. Your favourite actor is a ſurpriſing 


genius. You can, moreover, boaſt of ſeveral comic 
actors who are perfect maſters of buffoonery and gri- 
mace; though, to be free with you, I think, in theſe 
qualifications you are excelled by the players of Am- 
{terdam. Yet one of your gracioſoes I cannot admire, 
in all the characters he W ub His utterance is a 
continual fing-ſong, like the chanting of veſpers, and 
his action reſembles that of heaving ballaſt into the 
hold of a ſhip. In his outward deportment, he ſeems 
to have confounded the ideas of dignity and inſolence 
of mien, acts the crafty, cool, deſigning Crookback, as 
a loud, ſhallow, bluſtering Hector; in the character of 
the mild patriot Brutus, Foſes all temper and decorum; 
nay, ſo ridiculous as the behaviaur of him and Caſſius at 
their interview, that ſetting foot to foot, and grinning 
at each other, with the aſpe& of two coblers enraged, 
they thruſt their left ſides together, with repeated ſhocks, 
that the hilzs of their ſwords may claſh for the enter- 

: « tainment 
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tainment of the audience; as if they were a couple of 

merry Andrews, endeavouring to raiſe the laugh of the 

vulgar, on ſome ſcaffold at Bartholomew fair. The de- 

ſpair of a great man who falls a ſacrifice to the infernal 

practices of a ſubtle traitor, that enjoyed his confidence, 

this Englifh Aſopus repreſents, by beating his own 

forehead, and bellowing like a bull; and indeed, in al- 

moſt all his molt intereſting ſcenes, performs ſuch ſtrange 

ſhakings of the head, and other antic geſticulations, 

that when I firſt ſaw him act, I imagined the poor man 

laboured under that paralitical diſorder, which is known 

by the name of St. Vitus's dance. In ſhort, he ſeems 

to be a ſtranger to the more refined ſenſations of the 

ſoul, conſequently his expreſſion is of the vulgar kind, 
and he muſt often fink under the idea of the poet; fo 
that he has recourſe to ſuch violence of affected agita- 

tion, as-impoſes upon the undiſcerning ſpectator, but 
to the eye of taſte, evinces him a mere player of that 
« claſs whom your admired Shakeſpear juſtly compares to 
+ nature's journeyman tearing a paſſion to rags. Yet this 

man, in ſpite of all theſe abſurdities, is an admirable 

© Fallitaff, exhibits the character of the eighth Henry to 

the life, is reaſonably applauded in the Plain Dealer, 

«excels in the part of Sir. John Brute, and would be 

* equal to many humorous ſituations in low comedy, 

which his pride will not allow him to undertake. I 

© (hould not have been-fo ſevere upon this actor, had I 

not ſeen him extolled by his partizans, with the moſt 

* ridiculous and fulfome manifeſtation of praiſe, even in 

© thoſe very circumſtances wherein, (as I have obſerved), - 
he chiefly failed.” 3 

Pickle not a little piqued to hear the qualifications of 
ſuch a celebrated actor in England treated with ſuch free- 
dom and diſreſpect, anſwered with ſome aſperity, that 
the chevalier was a true critic, more induſtrious in obſer- 
ving the blemiſhes than in acknowledging the excellence 
of thoſe who fell under his examination. . 

It was not to be ſuppoſed that one actor cduld ſnine 
equally in all characters; and though his obſervations 
were undoubtedly very judicious, he himſelf could not 
belp wondering that ſome of them had always eſcaped his 
| A 2. notice, 
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notice, though he had been an aſſiduous frequenter of the 
playhouſe. * The player in queſtion,” ſaid he, © has, in 
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your own opinion, conſiderable thare of merit in the 


characters of comic life; and as to the manners of the. 


great perſonages in tragedy, and the operation of the 
grand paſſions of the toul, I apprehend they may be 
variouſly -repreſented, according to the various com- 
plexton and cultivation of different men. A Spaniard, 
tor example, though impelled by the fame paſhon, will 
expreſs it very differently from a Frenchman; and what 
is looked upon as graceful vivacity and addreſs by the 
one, would be conſidered as impertinence and foppery 
by the other: nay, ſo oppoſite is your common deport- 
ment from that of ſome other nations, that one of your 
own countrymen, in the relation of his travels obſerves, 
that the Perſians, even of this age, when they ſee any 
man perform unneceſſary geſtures, ſay he is either a fool 
or Frenchman, The ſtandard of demeanour bein 

thus unſettled, a Turk, a Moor, an Indian, or inhabs- 
tant of any country, whoſe cuſtoms. and dreſs are 
widely different from ours, may, in his fentiments, poſ- 
feſs all the dignity of the human heart, and be infpired 
by the nobleſt paſſion that animates the ſou], and yet 


excite the laughter rather than the reſpe& of an Euro- 


pean ſpectator. 
When [ firſt beheld your famous Pariſian ſtage-hero- 
ine, in one of her principal parts, her attitudes feemed 


ſo violent, and ſhe toſſed her arms around with ſuch ex- 
travagance, that ſhe put me in mind of + wind-mill un- 


der the agitation of a hard gale; while ker voice and 
features exhibited the lively repreſentation of an Englifh 
ſcold. The action of your favourite male performer was 
in my opinion equally unnatural ; he appeared with the 
affected airs of a dancing-maſter ; at the moſt pathetic 
junctures of his fate, he lifted up his hands above his 
head, like a tumbler going to vault, .and ſpoke as if 
his throat had been obſtructed by a hair bruſh; yet, 
when I compared their manners with thoſe of the peo- 
ple before whom they performed, and made allowance 
for that exaggeration which obtains on all theatres, I 


was inſenſibly reconciled to their method of perform- 
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«ance, and I could diſtinguiſh abundance of merit be- 
| «-neath that oddity of appearance.” | 

The chevalier perceiving Pereprine a little irritated at : 
what he had faid, aſked pardon for the liberty he had 
taken, in cenſuring the Engliſh players, aſſuring him 
that he had an infinite veneration for the Britiſh learning, 
genius and tafte, which were ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed in the 
world of letters; and that, notwithſtanding the ſeverity ' 
of his criticiſm, he thought the theatre of London much 
better ſupplied with actors than that of Paris. The 
young gentleman thanked him for his polite condeſcenſion, 
at which Pallet exulted, ſay ing, with a ſhake of the head, 
] believe fo too, Monſieur ;* and the phyſician, impa- 
tient of the diſpute in which he had bore no ſhare, ob 
ſerved with a ſupercilious air, that the modern flage was 
altogether beneath the notice of one who had an idea of 
ancient magnificence and execution; that plays ought to 
be exhibited at the expence of the ſtate, as thoſe of 80. 
phocles were by the Athenians; and that proper Judges 
ſhould be appointed for receiving or rejecting all ſuch - 
performances as are offered to the public. 

He then deſcribed the theatre at Rome, which con- 
tained eighty thouſand ſpeCtators, gave them a learned 
diſquiſition into the nature of the Perſona, or maſk, worn 
by the Roman actors, which, he ſaid, was a machine 
that covered the whole head, furniſhed on the inſide with 
a brazen concavity, that by reverberating the ſound as it 
iſfued from the mouth, raiſed the voice, ſo as to render it 
audible to ſuch an extended audience. He explained the 
difference between the. ſaltator and declamator, one of 
whom acted, while the other rehearſed the part; and from 

| thence took oceaſion to mention the perfection of their 
pantomimes, who were ſo amazingly diſtin& in the. exer- - 
eiſe of their art, that a certain prince of Pontus being at 
the court of Nero, and ſeeing one of them repreſent a a 
ſtory, begged him of the emperor, in order to employ 
him as an. interpreter among barbarous nations, whoſe 
language he did not underſtand. Nay, divers cynic phi- 
loſophers, who had · condemned this entertainment une 


* 


when they chanced to be eye - witneſſes of their admirable 
dexterity, expreſſed their ſorrow for having ſo long dec 
barred themſelves from ſuch rational enjoyment, : 
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He diſſented, however, from the opinion of Peregrine 
who, as a proof of their excellence, had advanced, that 
ſome of the Engliſh actors fancied themſelves the very 
thing they e 498 and recounted a ſtory from Lu- 
cian, of a certain celebrated pantomime, who, in actin 
the part of Ajax in his frenzy, was tranſported into a — 
fit of delirium, during which he tore to pieces the clothes 
of that actor who ſtalked before him, beating the ſtage 
with iron ſhoes, in order to increaſe the noiſe, ſnatched 
an inſtrument from one of the muſicians, and broke it 
over the head of him who repreſented Ulyſſes, and, run- 
ning to the conſular bench, miſtook a couple of ſenators 
for the ſheep which were to be ſlain. The audience ap- 
plauded him to the ſkies ; but ſo conſcious was the mimic 
of his own extravagance, when he recovered the uſe of his 
reaſon, that he actually fell ſick with mortification, and, 
being afterwards deſired to react the piece, flatly refuſed 
to appear in any ſuch character, ſaying, that the ſhorteſt 
follies were the beſt, and that it was Sicient for him to 
have been a madman once in his life. | 


. 


An adventure happens to Pipes, in conſequence of which he 
is diſmiſſed from Peregrine's ſervice. The whole company 
ſet out for Ghent in the Diligence. Our hero is captiva- 
ted by a lady in that carriage; intereſls her ſpiritual di- 
rector in bis behalf: 


HE doctor, being fairly engaged on the ſubject of 

the ancients, would have proceeded the Lord 
knows how far, without heſitation, had not he been in- 
terrupted by the arrival of Mr. Jolter, who in great con- 
fuſion told them, that Pipes, having affronted a ſoldier, 
was then ſurrounded in the ſtreet, and would certainly be 
put to death, if ſome perſon of authority did not imme- 

diately interpoſe in his behalf. 
' Peregrine no ſooner learned the danger of his truſty 
ſquire, than, ſnatching up his ſword, he ran down ſtairs, 
and was followed by the chevalier, entreating him to leave 
the affair to his management. Within ten yards of the 
door they found Tom with his back to a wall, * 155 
4 imſe 
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e himſelf manfully with a mopſtick againſt the aſſault of 
at three or four ſoldiers, who at fight of the Malteſe croſs 
ry deſiſted from the attack, and were taken into cuſtody by 
1- order of the knight. One of the. aggreſſors, being an 
| Iriſhman, begged to be heard with great importunity, 
— before he ſhould be ſent to the 4 and, by the me- 
es diation of Pickle, was accordingly brought into the hotel, 
e with his companions, all three bearing upon their heads 
d and faces evident marks of their adverſary's proweſs and 
it dexterity. The ſpokeſman, being confronted with Pipes, 
- informed the company, that having by accident met with 
8 Mr. Pipes, whom he conſidered as his countryman, though 
- fortune had diſpoſed of them in different ſervices, he in- 
p vited him to drink a glaſs of wine; and accordingly car- 
g ried him to a cabaret, where he introduced him to his 
) comrades; but in the courſe of the converſation, which 
| turned upon the power and greatneſs of the kings of 


France and England, Mr. Pipes had been pleaſed to treat 
his moſt Chrilian Majeſty with great diſreſpect; and 
when he (the entertainer) expoſtulated with him in a 
friendly manner about his impolite behaviour, obſerving, 
that he, being in the French ſervice, would be under the 
neceſſity of reſenting his abuſe, if he did not put a ſtop 
to it before the other gentlemen of the cloth ſhould com- 
prehend his meaning, he had ſet them all three at defiance, 
diſhonoured him in particular with the opprobrious epithet 
of rebel to his native king and country, and even drank (in 
broken French) te the perdition of Lewis and all his ad- 
herents! that, compelled by this outrageous conduR, he, 
as the perſon who had recommended him to their ſociety, 
had, in vindication of his own character, demanded ſa- 
tisfaction of the delinquent, who, on pretence of fetch- 
ing a ſword, had gone to his lodging, from whence he 
all of a ſudden ſallied upon them with the mopſtick, 
which he employed in the aunoyance of them all without 
diſtinction, ſo that they were obliged to draw in their own 
defence. | : ö 8 

Pipes, being queſtioned by his maſter with regard to 
the truth of this account, owned that every circumſtance 
was juſtly repreſented, ſaying, he did not value their 
cheeſe · toaſters a pinch of oakum, and that, if the gentle - 
man had not ſhot in betwixt them, he would have trim- 
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med them to ſuch a tune, that they ſhould not have had 
a whole yard to ſquare. Peregrine reprimanded him ſharp- 
ly for his unmannerly behaviour, and inſiſted upon his + 
aſſcing pardon of thoſe he had injured, upon the ſpot. But 
no conſideration was efficacious enough to produce ſuch con- 
ceſſion; to this command he was both deaf and dumb, and 
the repeated threats of his maſter had no more effe& than + 
if they had been addreſſed to a marble ſtatue. At length + 
our hero, incenſed at his obſtinacy, ſtarted up, and would 
have chaſtifed him with manual operation, had not he 
been prevented by the chevalier, who found means to mo- 
derate his indignation. ſo far, that he contented himſelf 
with difmiſſing the offender from his ſervice, and, after 
having obtained the diſcharge of the priſoners, gave them 
a: Louis to drink, by way of recompence for the diſgrace : 
and damage they had ſuſtained, 

The knight percerving our young gentleman very much 
ruffled at this accident, and reflecting upon the extraor- 
dinary deportment and appearance of his valet, whoſe hair 
had by this time adopted a grizzled hue, imagined he was 
fome favourite domeſtic, who had grown grey in the ſer- 
vice of his maſter's family, and that, of conſequence, he - 
was uneaſy at the ſacrifice he had made. Swayed by this 
conjecture, he earneſtly folicited in his behalf; but all he 
could obtain,. was a promiſe of NO him into fa- 
vour on the terms already propoſed, or at leaſt on eondi- 
tion that he ſhould make his acknowledgment to the che- 
valier for his want of reverence and reſpect for the French 
monarch... | 

Upon this condeſcenſion, the culprit was called up ſtairs, 
and made acquainted with the mitigation of his fate; up- 
on which he ſaid, he would down on his marrow- bones 
to his own maſter, but would be damn'd before he would 
aſk pardon of e' er a Frenchman in Chriſtendom. Pickle; - 
e at this blunt declaration, ordered him out of 
his prefence, and charged him never to appear before his 
face again; while the officer in vain employed all his in- 
fluence and addreſs to appeaſe his reſentment, and about 
midnight took his leave with marks of mortification at his 
want of ſucceſs. a 

Next day the company agreed to travel through Flan- 
ders, in the Diligence, by the advice of Peregrine, who 

was 
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was not without hope of meeting with ſome adventure or 
amuſement in that carriage; and Jolter took care to ſe- 
cure places for them all. It being reſolved that the valet 
de chambre and the doctor's man ſhould attend the vehi- 
cle on horſeback; and as for the forlorn Pipes, he was 
left to reap the fruits of his own ſtubborn diſpoſition, not- 
withſtanding the united efforts of the whole triumvirate, 
who endeavoured to procure his pardon. 4 

Every previous meaſure being thus taken, they ſet out 
from Liſle about fix in the morning, and found themſclves 
in the company of a female adventurer, a very handiome 
young lady, a Capuchin, and a Rotterdam Jew. Our 
young gentleman, being the firſt of this ſociety that en- 
tered, ſurveyed the ſtrangers with an attentive eye, and 
ſeated himſelf —— behind the beautiful unknown, 
who at once attracted his attention. Pallet ſeeing another 
lady unengaged, in imitation of his friend, took poſſeſſion 
of her neighbourhood ; the phyſician paired with the 
prielt, and Folter ſat down by the Jew. 

The machine had not proceeded many furlongs, when 
Pickle, accoſting the fair incognita, congratulated himſel& 
upon his happineſs in being the fellow- traveller of {a 
charming a lady. She, without the leaſt reſerve or auec- 
tation, thanked him for his compliment, and replied with 
a ſprightly' air, that now they were embarked in one 
common bottom, they muſt club their endeavours to make 
one another as happy as the nature of their fituation would 
permit them to be. Encouraged by this frank intimation, 
and captivated by ber fine black eyes and eaſy behaviour, 
he attached himſelf to her from that moment; and in a 
little time the converſation became ſo particular, that the 
Capuchin thought proper to interfere in the diſcourſe, in 
ſuch a manner as gave the youth to underſtand, that he 
was there on purpoſe to ſuperintend her conduct. He was 
doubly rejoiced at this diſcovery, in conſequence of which 
he hoped to profit in his addrefles, not only by the young 
lady's reſtraint, that never fails to operate in behalf of the 
lover, but alſo by the corruptibility of her guardian, 
whom he did not doubt of rendering propitious to his 
cauſe. Fluſhed with theſe expectations, he behaved with 
uncommon complacency to the father, who was charmed 
with the affability of his carriage, and on the faith of his 

| | _ © generoſity 
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generoſity abated of his vigilance ſo much, that our hero 
carried on his ſuit without farther moleſtation; while the 
painter, in ſigns and loud burſts of laughter, converſed 
with his Dulcinea, who was perfectly well verſed in theſe 
ſimple expreſſions of ſatisfaction, and had already found 
means to make a dangerous invaſion upon his heart. 

Nor were the governor and phyſician unemployed, 
while their friends intereſted themſelves in this agreeable 


manner. Jolter no ſooner perceived the Hollander was a 


Jew, than he entered into an inveſtigation of the Hebrew 


tongue, in which he was a connoiſſeur ; and the doctor at 


the ſame time attacked the Mendicant on the ridiculous 
maxims of his order, together with the impoſitions of 
prieſtcraft in general, which (he obſerved) prevail ſo much 
among thoſe who profeſs the Roman-catholic religion. 
Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed their own con- 
verſat ion apart, without any danger of encroachment; and 
all were ſo intent upon their —— topies, that they 
{carce allowed themſelves a ſmall intra] in, wiewlay the 
deſolation of Menin, as they paited through that ruined 
| frontier. About twelve o'clock they arrived at Courtray, 
where the horſes are always changed, and the company 
halt an hour for refreſhment. Here Peregrine handed his 
charmer into an apartment, where ſhe was joined by the 
| other lady; and, on pretence of ſeeing ſome of the 
churches in town, put himſelf under the direQion-of the- 
Capuchio, from whom he learned that the young lady was- 
wife to a French gentleman, to whom ſhe had been mar- 


ried about a year, and that ſhe was now on her journey to- 


' viſit her mother, who lived-in-Bruſſels, and who at that- 


time laboured under a lingering diſtemper, which, in alb 


robability, would ſoon put a period to her life. He then 
aunched out in praiſe of her daughter's virtue and conju-- 
gal affection, and laſtly told hun, that he was her father 
oonfeſſor, and pitehed upon to be her conductor through 


Flanders by her huſband, who, as well as his wife, placed 


the utmoſt confidenee in his prudence and integrity. 
Pickle eaſily comprehended the meaning of this inſinu- 
ation, and took. the hint accordingly. He tickled the 


prieſt's vanity with extraordinary encomiums upon the. 
diſintereſted principles of his order, which were detached - 


from all worldly purſuits, , and altogether devoted to the 


_ eternal 
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eternal ſalvation of mankind. He applauded their pa- 
tience, humility, and learning, and laviſned a world of 
praiſe upon their talent in preaching, which (he ſaid) had 
more than once operated ſo powerfully upon him, that, 
had he not been reſtrained by certain conſiderations which 
he could not poſſibly wave, he ſhould have embraced their 
tenets, and begged admiſſion into their fraternity: but, / 
as the circumſtances of his fate would not permit him to 
take ſuch a ſalutary meaſure for the preſent, he entreated 
the good father to accept a ſmall token of his love and 
reſpect, for the benefit of that convent to which he be- 
longed. So ſaying, he 2 out a purſe of ten guineas, 


which the Capuchin obſerving, turned his head another 


way, and, lifting up his arm, diſplayed a pocket almoſt 
as high as his collar-bone, in which he depoſited the mo- 


ney. | 
his proof of affection for the order produced a ſudden ö 
and ſurprizing effect upon the friar. In the tranſport of 
his zeal he wrung this ſemiconvert's hand, ſhowered a thou- 
{and benedictions upon his head, and exhorted him, with 
the tears flowing from his eyes, to perfect the great work 
which the finger of God had begun in his heart; and, as 
an inſtance of his concern for the welfare of his precious 
ſoul, the holy brother promiſed to recommend him ſtre- 
nuouſly to the pious admonitions of the young woman 
under his care, who was a perfect faint upon earth, and 
endued with the peculiar gift of mollifying the hearts of 
obdurate ſinners. * O father!? (cried the hypocritical 
projector, who by this time perceived that his money was 
not thrown away), if I could be favoured but for one 
* half-hour with the private inſtruction of that inſpired 
devotee, my mind preſages, that I ſhould be a ſtrayed 
ſheep brought back into the fold, and that I ſhould find 
eaſy entrance at the gates of heaven! There 1s ſome- 
thing ſupernatural in her aſpect; I gaze upon her with 
the moſt pious fervour, and -my whole ſoul 1s agitated 
with tumults of hope and deſpair! * Having pronounced 
this rhapſody with tranſport half natural and half affect- 
the prieſt aſſured him, that theſe were operations of the 
the Spirit which muſt not be repreſſed; and comforted 
him with the hope of enjoying the bleſſed interview which 
he deſired, proteſting, that, as far as his influence mo 
= | 3 8 ed, 
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ed, his wiſh ſhould be that very evening indulged. The 


gracious a thanked him for his benevolent concern, 
which he {wore ſhould not be ſquandered upon an ungrate- 
ful object; and the reſt of the company interrupting the 
converſation, they returned in a body to the inn, where 
they dined all together, and the ladies were perſuaded to 
be our hero's gueſts. | 

As the ſubjects on which they had been engaged before 
dinner were not exhauſted, each brace reſumed their for- 
mer theme, when they were replaced in the Diligence. 
The painter's miſtreſs finiſhed her conqueſt, by exerting 
her {kill in the art of ogling, accompanied by frequent be- 
witching ſighs, and ſome tender French fongs that ſhe 
ſung with ſuch pathetic expreſſion as quite melted the re- 
ſolution of Pallet, and utterly ſubdued his affection: and 
he, to convince her of the importance of her victory, gave 
a ſpecimen of his own talents, by entertaining her with 
that celebrated Engliſh ditty, the burden of which begins 
with, 


« The pigs they lie with their arſes bare.“ 


CHAP. LIII. 


He males ſome progreſs in her affections; is interrupted by a 
diſpute between Folter and a Few; appeaſes the wrath of 
the Capuchin, who procures for him an interview with his 


* fair enſlaver, in which he finds himſelf deceived. 


ExtcrinE mean while employed all his infinuation 
and addreſs in practiſing upon the heart of the Ca- 
puchin's fair charge. He had long ago declared his paſ- 
fion, not in the Roerficial manner of a French gallant, 
but with all the ardour of an enthuſiaſt. He had languiſh- 
ed, vowed, flattered, kiſſed her hand by ſtealth, and had 
no reaſon to complain of his reception. Though by a 
man of a leſs ſanguine diſpoſition, her particular complai- 
ſance would have been deemed equivocal, and perhaps 
nothing more than the effect of French breeding and con- 
ſtitutional vivacity, he gave his own qualifications credit 
for the whole, and with theſe ſentiments carried on the 
attack with ſuch unabating vigour, that ſhe was actually 
I 


prevailed 
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prevailed upon to accept a ring, which he preſented as a 
token of his eſteem ; and every thing proceeded in a molt 
proſperous train, when they were diſturbed by the gover- 
nor and Iſraelite, who in the heat of diſputation raiſed 
their voices, and poured forth ſuch effuſions of gutturals, 
as ſet our lover's teeth on edge. As they ſpoke in a lau- 
nage unknown to every one in the carriage but them- 
N and looked at each other with mutual animoſit y 
and rancour, Peregrine defired to know the cauſe of their 
contention. Upon which, Jolter exclaimed in a furious 
tone, This learned Levite, forſooth, has the impudence 
to tell me, that I don't underſtand Hebrew, and af- 
+ firms, that the word Benoni ſignifies child of joy ; where- 
as I can prove, and indeed have already ſaid enough to 
convince any reaſonable man, that in the Septuagint it 
is rightly tranſlated into for of my forrow.” Having thus 
explained himſelf to- his pupil, he turned to the prieſt, 
with intention to appeal to his determination; but the 
Jew pulled him by the fleeve with great eagerneſs, ſaying, 
For the love of God be quiet; the Capuchin will ar. 
cover who we are!* Jolter, offended at this conjunction, 
echoed, * Who we are! with great emphaſis, and re- 
ours a poma notamus, alked ironically, to which of 
the tribes the Jew thought he belonged? The Levite, 
affronted at his comparing him to a ball of borſe- dung, 
replied with a moſt ſigniſicant grin, * To the tribe of , _ 
Iſſachar.“ His antagoniſt, _ the advantage of his * 
unwillingneſs to be known by the friar, and prompted by 
revenge for the freedom be had uſed, anſwered in tle 
French language, that the judgment of God was ſtill ma- 
nifeſt upon their whole race, not only in their being in 
the ſtate of exiles ſrom their native land, but alſo in the 
ſpite of their hearts and pravity of their diſpoſit ions, 
which demonſtrate them to be the genuine offspring of 
thoſe who crucified the Saviour of the world. FH 
His expectation was, however, defeated ; the prieſt 
himſelf was too deeply engaged, to attend to the debates 
of other people. The phyſician, in the pride and info- 
lence of his — had undertaken to diſplay the ab- 
ſurdity of the Chriſtian faith, having already (as he 
thought)- confuted the Capuchin touching the points of 
belief in which the Roman Catholics differ from the reſt 
Vor. LI; B : of 


f 
j 
5 
„ 
| 
. 


5 © 


14 Tus ADVENTURES or 


of the world. But, not contented with the imagined vie- 
tory he had gained, he began to ſtrike at the fundamen- 
tals of religion; and the father, with incredible forbear- 
ance, ſuffered him to make very free with the doctrine of 
the Trinity: but, when he levelled the ſhafts of his ridi- 
cule at the immaculate conception of the bleſſed Virgin, 
the good man's patience forſook him, his eyes ſeemed to 
kindle with indignation, he trembled in every joint, and 
uttered with a loud voice, * You are an abominable—T -: 
« will not call thee heretic ; for thou art worſe (if poſſi- 
ble) than a Jew;-you deſerve to be incloſed in a furnace 
ſeven times heated, and I have a good mind to lodge 
an information againſt you with the governor of Ghent, 
that you may be apprehended and puniſhed as an im- 
pious blaſphemer.? . 

This menace operated like a charm upon all preſent. 
The doctor was confounded, the governor diſmayed, the 
Levite's teeth chattered, the painter was aſtoniſhed at the 
general confuſion, the cauſe of which he could not com- 
prehend, and Pickle himſelf, not a little alarmed, was 
obliged to uſe all his intereſt and aſſiduity in appealing 
this ſon of the church, who at length, in conſideration of 
the friendſhip he profeſſed for the: young gentleman, con- 
ſented to forgive what had paſſed, but abſolutely refufed 
to fit in contact with ſuch a profane wretch, whom he 
looked upon as a fiend of darkneſs, {ent þy.the enemy of 
mankind to poiſon the minds of weak people; ſo that, 
after having croſſed himſelf, and muttered certain exor- 
eiſms, he infiſted upon the doctor's changing places with 
the Jew, who approached the offended ecclefiaftic in an 
agony of fear. - en 9 ; \ 
Matters heing thus compromiſed, the converſation- 
flowed in a more general.channel; and without the inter- 
vention of any other accident, or bone of contention, the 
carriage arrived at the city of Ghent about ſeven in the 
evening. Supper being beſpoke for the whole 722 
our adventurer and his friends went out to take a ſuper- 
ficial view of the place, leaving his new. miſtreſs to the 
pious exhortations of her confeſſor, whom (as we have al- 
ready obſerved) he had ſecured in his intereſt. Ihis zea- 
lous mediator {poke ſo warmly in bis commendation, and 
intereſted her canſcience ſo much in the affair, that ſhe” 
* ö could 
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* 
could not refuſe her helping hand to the great work of his 
converſion, and promiſed to grant the interview he deſi- 
red. 

This agreeable piece of intelligence, which the Capu- 
chin communicated to Peregrine at his return, elevated his 
ſpirits to ſuch a degree, that he ſhone at ſupper with un- 
common brilliance, in a thouſand ſallies of wit and plea- 
ſantry, to the admiration and delight of all preſent, eſpe- 
cially of his fair Fleming, who — quite captivated 
by his perſon and behaviour. 

The evening being thus ſpent to the ſatisfaction of all 
parties, the company broke up, and retired to their ſeve- 
ral apartments, when our lover, to his unſpeakable mor- 
tification, - learned that the two ladies were obliged to lie 
in the ſame room, all the other chambers of the inn being 
preoccupied. When be imparted this difficulty to the 
prieſt, that charitable father, who was very fruitful in ex- 
pedients, aſſured him that his ſpiritual concerns ſnould not 
be obſtructed by ſuch a ſlender impediment; and accord- 
ingly-availed himſelf of his prerogative, by going into his 
daughter's chamber when ſhe was almoſt undreſſed, and 
leading her into his own, on pretence of adminiſtering {a- 
lutary food for her foul. Having brought the two vota-- 
Ties together, he prayed for ſucceſs to 'the operations of 
graces and left them to their mutual meditations, after 
1aving conjured them, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to let 
no impure ſentiments, or temptations of the fleſh, inter- 
fere with the hallowed defign of their meeting. | 

The reverend interceſſor being gone, and the. door far 
ſtened on the inſide, the pfendo-convert, tranſported with 
his paſſion, threw himſelf at his Amanda's feet; and beg- 
ging the would ſpare him the tedious form of addrefles, 
which the nature of their interview would not permit him - 
to obſerve, began, with all the impetuoſity of love, to 
make the moſt by the occaſion. But whether ſhe was diſ- 
pleaſed by the in:repidity and aſſurance of his behaviour, 
thinking herſelf entitled to more courtſhip and reſpect, or 
was really better fortibed with chaſtity than he or his pro- 
curer had ſuppoſed her to be, certain it is, ſhe expreſſed 
reſentment and ſurprize at bis boldneſs and preſumption, - 
and upbraided him with having impoſed upon the charity 
of the friar. The young gentleman was really as much 
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tions, notwithſtanding this mortifying repulſe, confided 
fo much in his own talents, and the confeſſion which his 
miſtreſs had made, that he reſolved to make another effort, 
to which nothing could bave prompted him but the utmoſt 
turbulence of unruly deſire. < v1 
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aſtoniſhed at this rebuff as ſhe pretended to be at his de- 
claration, and earneſtly entreated her to conſider how pre- 
cious the moments were, and for once ſacrifice ſuperfluous 
ceremony to the happineſs of one who adored her with 
fuch a flame, as could not fail to conſume his vitals, if ſhe 
would not deign to bleſs him with her favour. Notwith- 
Randing all his tears, vows and ſupplications, his perſonal 
— Faokane; and the tempting opportunity, all that 
he could obtain was an acknowledgment of his havin 
made an impreſſion upon her heart, which ſhe hoped the 
dictates of her duty would enable her to eraze. This con- 
feſñion he conſidered as a delicate conſent, and, obeyin 
the impulſe of his love, ſnatched her up in his arms, with 
an intention of ſeizing that which ſhe declined to give; 
when this French Lucretia, unable to defend her virtue 
any other way, ſcreamed aloud, and the Capuchin, ſetting 
his ſhoulder to the door, forced it open, and entered in 
an affected ecſtaſy of amazement. He lifted up his hands 
and eyes, and pretended to be thunderſtruck at the diſco- 
very he had made; then, in broken exclamations,- pro- 
ſeſſed his horror at the wicked intention of our hero, who 
hed covered ſuch a damnable ſcheme with the maſk of re- 


In ſhort, he performed his cue with ſuch dexterity, that 
the lady, believing him in earneſt, begged he would for- 
give the ftranger on account of his youth and education, 
which had been tainted by the errors of hereſy; and he 
was on theſe conſiderations content to accept the ſubmiſ- 
hon of our hero, who, far from renouncing his expecta - 
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He makes another effort towards the accompliſhment of bis bs 
with, which is poſtponed by a range accident. 


E directed his valet de chambre, - who was a tho- 
rough - paced pimp, to kindle ſome ſtraw in the 
yard, and then paſs by the door of her apartment, crying 
with a loud voice that the houſe was on fire. This alarm 
brought both ladies out of their chambers in a moment, - 
and Peregrine, taking the advantage of their running to 
the ſtreet-door, entered the room, and concealed himſelf 
under a large table that ſtood in an unobſerved corner,” 
The nymphs, as ſoon as they underſtood the cauſe of his 


Mercury's ſuppoſed affright, returned to their apartment, of 


and, having ſaid their prayers, undreſſed themſelves, and - 
went to bed. This ſcene, which fell under the obferva- 
tion of Pickle, did not at all contribute to the cooling of 
lis concupiſcence, but, on the contrary, inflamed him to 
fuch a degree, that he could ſcarce reſtrain his impatience, - 
until by her breathing deep, he concluded the fellow- 
lodger of his Amanda was afleep.* This welcome note no 
ſooner ſaluted--his ears, than he crept to his charmer's 
bed-fide, and, placing bimſelf on his knees, gently laid 
hold on her white hand, and preſſed it to his lips. She 
had juſt begus to cloſe her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable - 
oppreſſion of flumber, when ſhe was rouzed by this rape; 
at which-ſhe ſtarted, pronouncing in a tone of Jurprize and 
diſmay, .* My God! who's that?“ The lover, with the 
molt infinuating humility, beſought her to hear him, vow- 
ing, that his intention in approaching her thus, was not 
to violate the laws. of decency, or that indelible eſteem 
which ſhe had-eagraven-on bis heart, but to manifeſt his 
lorrow and contritiou for the umbrage he had given, to 
pour forth the overflowings of» bis ſoul, and tell her that 
he neither could nor would ſurvive her diſpleaſure, Theſe 
and many mare pathetic proteſtations, accompanied with 
itghs and tears, and other expreſũons of grief, which our 
hero had at command, could not fail to melt the tender 
heart of the amiable Fleming, already prepoſſeſſed in fa- 
vour of his qualifications, og ſympathized ſo much with 
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his affliction as to weep in her turn, when ſhe repreſented 
the impoſſibility of her rewarding his paſſion ; and bt, 
ſeizing the favourable moment, reinforced his ſolicitations 
with ſuch wreſiſtible tranſports, that her reſolution gaye 
way, ſhe began to breathe” quick, expreſſed her fear of 
being overheard by the other lady, and with an ejacula- 
tion of, O heavens! l'm undone,” ſuffered him, after a 
faint ſtruggle, to make a lodgment upon the covered wa 
of her bed. Her honour, however, was ſecured for the 
preſent by a ſtrange ſort of knocking upon the wainſcot, 
at the other end of the room, hard by the bed in which 
the female adventurer lay. 
Surprized at this circumſtance, the lady begged him 
for Heaven's ſake to retreat, or her reputation would be 
ruined for ever: but when he repreſented-to her, that her 
character would run a much greater ritk, if he ſhould be 
detected in withdrawing, ſhe conſented, with great tre- 
pidation, to his ſtay, and they liſtened in frlence to the 
ſequel of the noiſe that alarmed them. This was no other 
than an expedient of the painter to awaken his Duleinea, 
with whom he had made an aſſignation, or at leaſt inter- 
changed ſuch 3 en he thought amounted to a firm 
appointment. is nymph, being diſturbed in her firſt 
ſleep, immediately underitood the ſound, and, true to the 
agreement, roſe, and, unbolting the door as ſoftly as 
poſſible, gave him admittance, leaving it open for his 
more commodious retreat. | | 
While this happy gallant was employed in diſengaging 
himſelf from the diſhabille in which he had entered, the. 
Capuchin, ſuſpecting that Peregrine would make another 
attempt upon his charge, had crept filently to the apart- 
ment, in order to reconnoitre, leſt the adventure ſhould 
be atchieved without his knowledge; a circumftance that 
would deprive him of the profits he might expect from α¼s 
rivity and concurrence. Finding the door unlatched, his- 
; Fafpicion was confirmed, and he made no ſeruple of creeps 
ing into the chamber on all four; ſo that the painter ha- 


ving ſtripped bimſelf to the ſhirt, in groping about for his 
Dulcinea's bed, chanced to lay his hand upon the ſhaven - 
crown of the father's head, which, by a circular motion, 
the prieſt began to turn round in his grafp, like a ball in 
a ſocket, to the ſurprize and conſternation of poor Pallet, 

| | who, 
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who, having neither penetration to comprehend the caſe, 
nor reſolution to withdraw his fingers from this ſtrange 
object of his touch, ſtood ſweating in the dark, and vent- 
ing ejaculations with great devotion.. The. friar, tired 
with this exerciſe, and the painful poſture in which he 
ſtooped, raiſed himſelf gradually upon bis feet, heaving 
up at the ſame time the hand of the painter, whoſe terror 
and amazement increaſed to ſuch a degree at this unac- 
countable elevation, that his faculties — to fail; and 
his palm, in the confuſion of his fright, ſliding over the 
rielt's forehead, one of his fingers happened to ſlip into 
is mouth, and was immediately ſecured between the Ca- 
puchin's teeth with as firm a fixture as if it had been. 
ſcrewed in a blackſmith's vice. The painter was ſo much 
diſordered by this-ſudden ſnap, which tortured him to the 
bone, that, forgetting all other conſiderations, he roared 
aloud, * Murder! a fire! a trap, a trap! help, Chriſtians, 
for the love of God help.“ Our hero confounded by 
theſe exclamations, Which he knew would ſoon fill the 
room with ſpectators, and incenſed at his own mortifyin 
diſappointment, was obliged to quit the untaſted banquet, 
and approaching the pn. of his misfortune, juſt as his 
tormentor had thought proper to releaſe his finger, dif- 
charged ſuch a hearty flap between his ſhoulders, as 
brought him to the ground with hideous bellowing, then, 
retiring unperceived to his own chamber, was one of the 
firſt who returned with a light, on pretence of havin: 
been alarmed with his cries. The Capuchin had taken 
the ſame precaution, and followed Peregrine into the 
room, pronouncing Benedicite, and eroſſing himſelf with 
many marks of aitoniſhment. The phyſician and Jolter 
appearing at the ſame time, the unfortunate painter was 


found lying naked on the floor, in all the agony of hor- 


roy and diſmay, blowing upon his left hand, that hung 
dangling from the elbow. The circumſtance of his being 
found in that apartment, and the attitude of his affliction, 
which was extremely ridiculous, provoked the doctor to a 
ſmile, and produced a ſmall relaxation in the ſeverity of 
the governor's countenance ; while Pickle, teſtifying ſur- 
prize and concern, lifted him from the ground, and mquired 
into the cauſe of his preſent ſituation. Having, after 
ſome recollection, and fruitleſs endeavours to ſpeak, re- 

* | covered 


3 _ — 1 


ſome. opportunity of re- entering, till the day beginning 
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covered the uſe of his tongue, he told them that the 
houſe was certainly haunted by evil ſpirits, by which he 
had been conveyed (he knew not how) into that apart- 
ment, and afflicted with all the tortures of hell : that one 
of them had made itſelf ſenſible of his feeling, in the 
ſhape of a round ball of ſmooth fleſh, which turned round 
under his hand, like an aſtronomer's globe, and then 
riſing up to a ſurpriſing height, was converted into a ma- 
chine that laid hold on his finger, by a ſnap, and having 
pinned him to the ſpot, he continued for fome moments 
in unſpeakable agony. At laſt he ſaid the engine ſeeme d 
ro melt away from his finger, and he received a ſudden 
thwack upon his ſhoulders, as if diſcharged by the arm 
of a giant, which overthrew him in an inſtant upon the 
floor. The prieſt hearing this ſtrange account, pulled ont: 
of one of his pouches a piece of conſecrated candle, 
which he lighted immediately, and muttered certain my- 
ſerious conurations. Jolter, imagining. that Pallet was 
drunk, ſhook his head, ſaying, he believed the ſpirit Was 
no where but in his own- brain. The phyſician, for once, 
condefcended to be a wag, and looking towards one of 
the beds, obſerved, that in his opinion, the painter had 
been miſled by the fleſh, and not by the ſpirit. The fair 
Fleming lay in filent aſtoniſhment and v get and her: 
fellow-lodger, in order to acquit herſelf. of all ſuſpicion, 
exclaimed with incredible volubility againſt the author of 
this uproar, who (the did not doubt) ad concealed him- 
ſelf in the apartment with a view of perpetrating ſome- 
wicked attempt upon her precious virtue, and was puniſh» 
ed and prevented by the immediate interpoſition of -hea-- 
ven. At her deſire, therefore, and at the earneſt ſ9lici-- 
tation of the other lady, he was conducted to his own- 
bed, and the chamber being evacuated, they locked their 
door, fully refolved to admit no more viſitants for that 
night: while Peregrine, mad with ſeeing the delicious 
morſel ſnatched (as it were) from his very lip, ſtalked. 
through the paſſage, like a ghoſt, in hope of finding: 


to break, he was obliged to retire, curſing the ideoti 
conduct of the painter, Which had 5 interfered- 
with his delight. 7 | 
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CHAP. LV. 


They departed from Ghent. Our hero engages in a political 
diſpute with his miftreſs, whom he offends, and pacifies 
awith ſubmiſſion. He prattiſes an expedient to detain the 
carriage at Aloft, and confirms the prieft in his intereſt. 


7 EXT day about one o'clock, after having ſeen eve- 
ry thing remarkable in town, and being preſent at 
the execution of two youths, who were hanged tor raviſh- 
ing a whore, they took their departure from Ghent, in 
the ſame carriage which had brought them thither; and 
the converſation turning upon the puniſhment they had 
ſeen inflicted, the Flemiſh beauty expreſſed great ſympa- 
thy and compaſſion for the unhappy ſufferers, who (as 
ſhe had been informed) had fallen victims to the malice of 
the accuſer. Her ſentiments were eſpouſed by all the 
company, except the French lady of pleafure, who, think- 
ing the credit of the ſiſterbood concerned in the affair, 
bitterly we Ts againſt the profligacy of the age, and 
particularly the bafe and villainous attempts of man upon 
the chaſtity of the weaker ſex; ſaying, with a look of in- 
dignation directed to the painter, that, for her own part, 
ſhe ſhould never be able to manifeſt the acknowledgment 
ſhe owed to providence, for having protected her laft 
night, from the wicked aims of unbridled laſt; This 
obſervation introduced a ſeries of jokes, at the expence 
of Pallet, who hung his ears, and fat with a filent air of 
dejection, fearing that through the malevolence of the 
phyfician, his adventure might reach the ears of his wife. 
Indeed, though we have made ſhift to explain the Whole 
tranſaction to the reader, it was an inextricable myſtery 
to every individual in the diligencez becauſe the part 
which was acted by the capuchin was known to himſelf 
alone; and even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle's bein 
concerned in the affair ; ſo that the teft ſhare of the 
Painter's ſufferings were ſuppoſed to be the exaggerations 
of his own extravagant imagination. Shed." 
In the midſt of their diſcourſe on this extraordinary 
ſubject, the driver told them, that they were now on the 


very ſpot where a detachment of the alſied army had been 
intercepted 
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intercepted and eu off by the French; and ſtopping the 


vehicle, entertained them with a local deſcription of the 
battle of Melle. Upon this occafion, the Flemiſh lady, 
who ſince her marriage had become a keen partizan for 
the French, gave a minute detail of all the circumttances, 
as they had been repreſented to her by her huſband's 
brother, who was in the action. This account, which 
ſunk the number of the French to ſixteen, and raiſed 
«that of the allies ro twenty thouſand men, was ſo dif- 
agreeable to trith, as well as to the Jaudable partiality of 
Peregrine, that he ventured to contradict her aſſertions, 
and a herce diſpute commenced, that not only regarded 
the preſent queſtion, but alſo comprehended all the battles 
in which the duke of Marlborough had commanded 
againſt Lewis XIV. In the courſe of theſe debates, . ſhe 
diveſted the great general of all the glory he had acqutr- 
ed, by affirming, that every victory he gained was pur- 
polely loit by the French generals, in order to bring the 
ſchemes of madam de Maintenon into diſcredit; and as a 
particular inſtance, alledged, that while the citadel of 
Liſle was beſieged, Lewis ſaid, in preſence of the Dau- 
hin, that if the allies ſhould be obliged to raiſe the ſiege, . 
c would immediately declare his marriage with that la- 
dy, upon which, the ſon ſent private orders to marſhal 
Boufflers to ſurrender the place. This ſtrange allegation 
was ſupported by the aſſeverations of the prieſt and the. 
courtezan, and admitted as truth by the governor, who 
pretended to have heard it from good authority: while 
the doctor ſat neutral, as one who thought it ſcandalous 
to know the hiſtory of ſuch modern events. The Iſrael- 
ite, being a true Dutchman, liſted himſelf under thg ban- 
ners of our hero, who, in attempting to demonſtrate the 
abſurdity and improbability of what they had advanced, 
raiſed ſuch a hue and cry againſt himſelf, and being in- 
ſenſibly heated in the altercation, irritated his Amanda. 
to ſuch a degree, that her charming eyes kindled with 
fury, and he ſaw great reaſon to think, that if he did 
not fall upon ſome method to deprecate her wrath, ſhe 
would in a twinkling ſacrifice all her eſteem for him, to 
her own. zeal ſor the glory of the French nation. Moved 
by this apprehenſion, his ardour cooled by degrees, and 
ke inſenſibly detached himſelf from the argument, leaving 


the 
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the whole care of ſupporting it on the Jew, who finding 


himſelf deſerted, was fain to yield at diſcretion ; ſo that 

| the French remained maſters of the field, and their young 

| hcroine reſumed her good humour. | 

| Our hero having prudently ſubmitted to the ſuperior. 

| intelligence of his Pair enſlaver, began to be haraſſed with 
the fears of loſing her for ever, and ſet his invention at 
work, to contrive ſome means of indemnifying himſelf 
for his aſſiduities, preſents, and the diſappointment he had 
already undergone. On pretence of enjoying a freer air, 
he mounted the box, and employed his elocution and ge- 
neroſity with ſuch ſucceſs, that the driver undertook to 
diſable the diligence-from proceeding beyond the town of 
Aloft for that day; andy in conſequence of his promiſe, 
gently overturned it, when they were but a mile ſhort of. 
that baiting place. He had taken his meaſures ſo dif- 
creetly, that this accident was attended with no other in- 
convenience than a fit of fear that took poſſeſſion of the 
ladies, and the neceſſity to which they were reduced by 
the declaration of the coachman, who, upon examining 
the carriage, aſſured the company that the axletree had 
given way and adviſed them to wal forward to the inn, 
while he would jog after them at a flow pace, and do his 
endeavour the damage ſhould be immediately repaired. 
Peregrine pretended to be very much concerned at what 
had bappened, and even curſed the driver for his inadver- 
tency, expreſſing infinite impatience to be at Bruſſels, and 
wiſhing that this misfortune might not detain them ano- 
ther night upon the road; but when his underſtrapper, 
according to his inſtructions, came afterwards to the inn, 
and gave them to underſtand that the workman he had 
employed could not poſſibly refit the machine in leſs than 
lix hours, the crafty youth affected to loſe all temper, 
{ſtormed at his emiſſary, whom he reviled in the molt op- 
probrious terms, and threatened to cane for his miſconduct. 
Che fellow proteſted, with great humility, that their be- 
ing overturned was owing to the failure of the axletree, 
and not to his want of care or dexterity in” driving z| 
though rather than be thought the cauſe of incommoding 
him, he would inquire for a poſt chaiſe, in which he might 
depart for Bruſſels immediately. This expedient - Pickle: 
rejected, unleſs the whole company could nnn, 
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ted in the ſame ſame manner; and he had been previouf- 
ly informed by the driver, that the town could not furniſh 
more than one vehicle of that fort. His governor, who 
was quite ignorant of his ſcheme, repreſented that one 
night would ſoon be paſſed, and exhorted him to bear this 
ſmall diſappointment with a. good e, eſpecially as the 
houſe ſeemed to be well provided for their entertainment, 
and the company ſo much diſpoſed to be ſociable. The 
capuchin, who had found his account in — the 
acquaintance of the young ſtranger, was not il]-pleaſed 
at this event, which might, by protracting the term of 
their intercourſe, yield him ſome opportunity of profiting 


ſtill farther by his liberality: he therefore joined Mr. ] 


ter in bis admonitious, congratulating himſelf upon the 

roſpe& of enjoying his converſation a little longer than 
he bad expected. Our young gentleman received a com- 
pliment to the ſame purpoſe * the Hebrew, who had 
that day exerciſed his gallantry upon the French coquette, 
and was not without hope of reaping the fruits of his at- 
tention, his rival, the painter, being quite diſgraced and 
dejected by the adventure of laſt night. As for the doc- 
tor, he was too much ingroſſed in the contemplation of 
his own importance, to intereſt himſelf in the affair, or 
its conſequences, further than by obſerving that the 
European powers ought to' eſtabliſh public games, like 
thoſe that were celebrated of old in Greece; in which 
caſe, every ſtate would be ſupplied with ſuch dextrous 
charioteers, as would drive a machine at full ſpeed, with- 
in a hair's breadth of a precipice, without any danger of 
its being overthrown. Peregrine could not help yielding 
to their remonſtrances, and united complaifance, for 
which he thanked them in very polite terms, and his 
paſſion ſeeming to ſublide, propoſed that they ſhould 
amuſe themſelves in walking round the ramparts. He 
hoped to enjoy ſome private converſation with his admired 

eming, who had this whole day behaved with remark- 
able * The propoſal being embraced, he (as uſual) 
handed her into the Greet, and took- all opportunities of 


promoting his ſuit ; but they were attended ſo cloſely: by 
her father confeſſor, that he foreſaw it would be imprae- 
ticable to accompliſh his aim, without the connivance of 

that eccleſiaſtie. This he was obliged 10 purchaſe- with 
15 2 another 
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another purſe, which he offered, and was accepted as a 
charitable atonement for his criminal behaviour during the 
interview which the friar had procured for the good of 
his ſoul. The benefaction was no ſooner made, then 
the pious mendicant edged off by little and little, till 
he joined the reſt of the company, leaving his gene- 
rous patron at full liberty to proſecute his purpoſe. It is 
not to be doubted that our adventurer made a good uſe 
of this occaſion : he practiſed a thouſand flowers of rhe- 
toric, and actually exhauſted his whole addreſs, in per- 
ſuading her to have compaſſion upon his miſery, and in- 
dulge fim with another private audience, without which 
he ſhould run diſtracted, and be guilty of extravagancies, 
which, in the humanity of her diſpoſition, ſhe would 
weep to ſee. But, inftead of complying with bis requeſt, 
ſhe chid him ſererely for his preſumption, in perſecutin 

her with his vicious addrefſes. She afſured him, that al- 
though ſhe had ſecured a chamber for herſelf in this place, 
becauſe ſhe had no ambition to be better ae" with 
the other lady, he would be in the wrong to diſturb her 
with another nocturnal viſit ; for ſhe was determined to 

deny him admittance. The lover was comforted by this 
hint, which he underſtood in the true acceptation, and 
his paſſion being inflamed by the obſtacles he had met 
with, hie heart bet high with the proĩpect of poſſeſſion. 
Theſe raptures of expectation produced an inquietude, 
which diſabled him from bearing that ſhare of the con- 
verſation for which he uſed to be diſtinguiſhed, His be- 
haviour àt ſupper was a viciſſitude of ſtartings and reve- 
ries. The capuchin imputing this diſorder to a ſecond 
repulſe from his charge, began to be invaded with the 

e 


apprehenſion of hw obliged to refund, and in a whiſper _ 
forbade our hero to deſpair. 


1 Fe CHAP. 
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The French coquet entraps the heart of the Few, againſt 
bm Pallet enters into a conſpiracy ; hy which Peregrine 
is again diſappointed, and the Hebrew's incontinence ex- 


Vaſcd. 


| EAN while the French ſyren baulked in her deſign 
upon her Engliſh cully, who was ſo eafily diſheart- 
ened, and hung his ears in manifeſt deſpondence, rather 
than run the x, Hap of making a voyage that ſhould be 
altogether unprofitable, reſolved to practiſe her charms up- 
on the Dutch merchant. She had already made ſuch in- 
novation upon his heart, that he cultivated her with pe- 
culiar complacency, gazed upon her with a moſt libidi- 
nous ſtare, and unbended his aſpect into a grin that was 
truly Iſraclitiſh. The painter ſaw, and was offended at 
this correſpondence, which he conſidered as an inſult upon 
his misfortune, as well as an evident preference of his 
rival; and conſcious of his own timidity, ſwallowed an 
extraordinary glaſs, that his invention might be ſtimula- 
ted, and his reſolution raiſed to the contrivance and exe- 
cution of ſome ſcheme of revenge. "The wine, however, 
failed in the expected effect, and without inſpiring him 
with the plan, ſerved only to quicken his deſire of ven- 
geance; ſo that he communicated his purpoſe to his friend 
Peregrine, and begged his aſſiſtance; but our young gen- 
tleman was too intent upon his own affair, to mind the 
concerns of any other perſon, and he declining to be en- 
aged in the project, Pallet had recourſe to the genius of 
Pickle's valet de chambre, who readily embarked in the 
undertaking, and. invented a plan, which was executed 
accordingly. | 
The evening being pretty far advanced, and the com- 
pany ſeparated into their reſpective apartments, Pickle re- 
paired, in all the impatience of youth and deſire, to the 
chamber of his charmer, and finding the door unbolted, 
entered in a tranſport of joy. By the light of the moon, 
which ſhone through the window, he was conducted to 
her bed, which he approached in the utmoſt NaN 
and perceiving her to all appearance aſleep, eflayed fo 
| 8 wa 
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wake her with a gentle kiſs ; but this method proved in- 
effectual, becauſe ſhe was determined to ſave herſelf the 
confuſion of being an accomplice in his guilt. He repeat- 
ed the application, murmured a molt paſſionate ſalutation 
in her car, and took ſuch other gentle methods of ſigni- 
fying his preſence, as perſuaded * that he was refolved 
to ſleep, in ſpite of all his endeavours: fluſhed with this 
agreeable ſuppoſition, he locked the door, in order to 
- prevent interruption, and, ſealing himſelf under the 
clothes, ſet fortune at defiance, while he held the fair- 
creature circled in his arms. | 

Nevertheleſs, near as he ſeemed to be to the happy ac- 
compliſhment of his deſire, his hope was again fruſtrated 
with a fearful noife; which in a moment awaked his 
Amanda 1n a fright, and for the preſent engaged all his 
attention, His valet de chambre, whom Pallet had con- 
fulted as a confederate in his revenge againſt the lady of 
pleaſure and her Jewiſh gallant, had hired of certain Bo- 
hemians, who. chauced to lodge at the inn, a jack-aſs 
adorned with bells, which, when every body was retired - 
to reſt, and the Hebrew ſuppoſed to be bedded with his 
miſtreſs, they led up ſtairs into a long thoroughfare, from 
which the chambers were detached on each fide. The 
painter, perceiving the lady's door a-jar,.according to his 
expectation, mounted this animal, with intention to ride 
into the room, and diſturb the lovers in the midſt of their 
mutual endearments ; but the aſs, true to his kind, find- - 
ing himſelf beſtrid by an unknown rider, initead of ad- 
vancing in obedience to his conductor, retreated back - 
ward to the other end of the paſſage, in ſpite of all the 
efforts of the painter, who ſpurred and kicked, and pum- 
melled to no purpoſe. It was the noiſe of this contention + 
between Pallet and the aſs which invaded the ears of Pe- 
regrine and his miſtreſs, neither of whom could form the 
tealt rational conjecture about the cauſe of ſuch ſtrange - 
diſturbance, which increaſed as the animals approached - 
their apartment. At length the bourrique's retrograde 
motion was obltructed by the door, which it forced open, 
in a twinkling, with one kick, and entered with Fuck | 
complication of ſound as terrified the lady almoſt into a 
lit, aud threw her lover into the utmoſt perplexity and 
confuſion. The painter, finding himſelf thus violently in- 
| | C -2 truded - 
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truded into the bed. chamber of he knew not whom, and 
dreading the reſentment of the poſſeſſor, who might dif- 
charge a piſtol at him as a robber who had broke into his 
apartment, was overwhelmed wich conſternation, and re- 
doubled his exertion, to accompliſh a ſpeedy retreat, 
ſweating all the time with fear, and putting up petitions 
to Heaven for ſafety ; but his obſtinate companion, re- 
gardleſs of his ſituat ion, inſtead of ſubmitting to his con- 
duct, began to turn round like a millitone, the united 
found of his feet and bells producing a moſt ſurprizin 

concert. The unfortunate rider, whirted about in this 
manner, would have quitted his ſeat, and left the beaſt to 
his own amuſement, but the rotation was ſo rapid, that 
the terror of a ſevere fall hindered him from attempting to 
diſmount, and, in the deſperation of his heart, he ſeized 
one of its ears, which he pinched ſo unmercifully, that 
the creature ſet up his throat, and brayed aloud. This 
hideous exclamation was no ſooner heard by the fair 
Fleming, already chilled with panic, and. prepared with 
ſuperſtition, than believing herſelf viſited by the Devil, 
who was permitted to puniſh her for her infidelity to the 
marriage-bed, ſhe uttered a fcream, and 4 to repeat 
her Pater-ugſter with a loud voice. Her lover, findin 

himſelf under the neceſſity of retiring, ſtarted up, _ 
{ung with the moſt violent pangs of rage and diſappoint- 


ment, ran directly to the ſpot from whence this diabolical 


noiſe ſeemed to proceed. There encountering the aſs, he 
diſcharged ſuch a yolley of blows at him and hus rider, that 
the creature carried him off at a round trot, and J 
roared in uniſon all the way. Having thus eleared the 
room of ſuch diſagreeable company, he went back to his 
miltreſs, and affuring her, that this was only ſome fooliſh 
prank of Pallet, took his leave, with a promiſe of return- 
ing after the quiet of the inn ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed. 
15 the mean time the noiſe of the hourrique, the cries 
of the painter, and the lady's ſcream, had alarmed the 
whole houſe ; and the aſs, in the precipitation of his re- 
treat, ſeeing people with lights before him, took ſhelter 
in the apartment for which he was at firit deſigned, juſt 
as the Levite, arouzed at the uproar, had quitted his 
Dulcinea, and was e e to recover his own cham- 


ber, unperceived. Sceing himſelf oppoſed by ſuch an ami» 
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mal, mounted by a tall, meagre, lanthorn- jaw'd figure, 


half naked, with a white 1 upon his head, which 
added to the natural paleneſs of his complexion, the Jew 


was ſorely troubled in mind, and, RY it to be an 


apparition of Balaam and his aſs, fled backward with a 


nimble pace, and crept under the bed, where he lay con- 


cealed. Mr. Jolter and the prieſt, who were the foremoſt 


of thoſe who had been areuzed by the noiſe, were not un- 


moved when they ſaw ſuch a ſpectacle ruſhing into this 


chamber, from whence the: Jady of pleaſure began to 
ſhriek.. The governor made a full halt, and the Capuchin 


diſcovered no inclination to proceed. They were, how- 


ever, by the preſſure of the crowd that followed them, 


thruſt forward to the door, through which the viſion en- 
tered; and there Jolter, with great ceremony, compli- 


mented his reverence with the paſs, beſeeching him to 


walk in. The mendicant was too humble and courteous 
to accept this pre-eminence, and a very earneſt diſpute 
enſued, during which the aſs, in the courſe of his circuit, 


irewed himſelt and rider, and in a trice decided the cou- 


teſt ; for, ſtruck with this ſecond glimpſe, both at one 


inſtant ſprung backward with ſuch force, as overturned 
their next- men, who communicated the impulſe to thoſe 


that ſtood behind them, and theſe again to others; ſo _ 


that the whole paſſage was ſtrewed with a long file of 
people that lay in a line, like the ſequel and dependence 
of a pack of cards. In the midſt of this havock, our he- 


ro returned from his own room with an air of aſtoniſhment, _ 


aſking the cauſe of this uproar. Receiving ſuch hints of 


give, he ſnatched the candle out of his hand, and advan- 


wow, as Jolter's conſternation would permit him to 


ced into the haunted chamber without heſitation, being 5 


followed by all preſent, who broke forth into a long an 


loud peal of laughter, when they perceived the ludicrous 
ſource of their diſquiet. The painter himſelf made an ef- 


fort to join their mirth, but be had been ſo harrowed by 


fear, and ſmarted ſo much with the pain of the diſcipline - 
he had received from Pickle, that he could not, with all 


his endeavour, vanquiſh the ruefulneſs of his countenance. - 


His attempt ſerved only to increaſe the -aukwardneſs.of 
his fituation, which was not at all mended by the behavi- 
our of the coquette, who, furious with her difappointment, 
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ipped on a petticoat and bed-gown, and, ſpringing upon 


him like another Hecuba, with her nails deprived all one 
ſide of his noſe of the ſkin, and would not have left him 
an eye to ſee throngh, if ſome of the company had not 
reſcued him from her unmerciful talons. Provoked at this 
outrage, as well as by her behaviour to him in the dili- 
gence, he publicly explained his intention in entering her 
chamber in this equipage, and, milling the Hebrew amon 
the ſpectators, aſſured them that he muſt have abſconded 
ſomewhere in the apartment. In purſuance of this inti- 
mation, the room was immediately ſearched, and the 
mortified Levite pulled by the heels from his lurking- 
place; ſo that Pallet had the good fortune, at laſt, to 
transfer the laugh from himſelf to his rival, and the 
French inamorata, who accordingly underweut the ridicule 
of the whole audience. > 


"CHAP. LVL / 


Pallet, endeavunr.ng lo unravel the mvſtcry of the treatment 
te had received, jails cut «of the frying pan into the fire. 


EvERATRELT S3, Pallet was ſtill conſounded and cha- 
; rined by one conſideration, which was no other 
than that of his having been ſo roughly bandled in the 
chamber, belonging (as he found upon inquiry) to the 
handſome ycung lady, who was under the Capuchin's di- 
 reftion. He recollected, that the door was falt locked 
when his beaſt burit it open, and he had no reaſon to be- 
lieve that any perlon followed him in his irruption; on 
the other hand, he could uot imagine, that ſuch a gentle 
ereature would either zttempt to commit, or be able to 
execute, ſuch a deſperate aſſault as that which his hody had 
ſuitained; and her demeanor was ſo modeſt and circum- 
ſpect, that he durſt not harbour the leaſt ſuſpicion of her 
virtue. ; | 
Ther re?:Qions bewildered him in the labyrinth of 
thought: ke rummaged his whole imagination, endea- 
vouring to account for what had happened At length 
he concluded, that either Peregriue, or the Devil, or both, 
muſt bave been at the bottom of the whole affair, and de- 
termined, for the ſatisfaction of his curioſity, to watch 
our 


— 
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eur hero's motions, during the remaining part of the 
night, fo narrowly, that his conduct, myſterious as it 
was, ſhould not be able to elude his penetration. 

With theſe ſentiments he retired to his own room, after 
the aſs had been reſtored to the right owners, and the 
prieſt had vifited and confirmed his fair ward, who had 
been almoſt diſtracted with fear. Silence no ſooner pre- 
vailed again, than he crawled darkling towards her door, 
and huddled himſelf up in an obſcure corner, from whence 
he might obſerve the ingreſs or egreſs of any human crea- 
ture. He had not long remained iu this poſture, when, 
fatigued with this adventure and that of the precedin 
night, his faculties were 2 overpowered with ſſum- 
ber, and, falling faſt afleep, he began to ſnore like a 
whole congregation of Preſbyterians. The Flemiſh beau- 
ty, hearing this diſcordant noiſe in the paſſage, began to 
be afraid of ſome new alarm, and very prudently boked 
her door: ſo that, when her lover wanted to repeat his 
viſit, he was not only ſurprized and incenſed at this diſ. 
agreeable ſerenade, the author of which he did not know; 
but when compelled by his paſſion, which was by this 
time wound to the higheſt pitch, he ventured to approach 
the entrance, he had the extreme mortihcation to find 
himſelf thut out. He durſt not knock, or bgnify his pre- 
ſence in any other manner, on account of the lady's repu- 
tation, which would have greatly ſuſfered, had the ſnorer 
been waked by his endeavours. Had he known that the 
perſon who thus thwarted his view was the painter, he 
would have taken ſome effectual ſtep to remove bim; but 
he could not conceive what ſhould induce Pallet to take 
up his refideace in that corner, nor could he ule the aſſid- 
ace of a light to diſtinguiſh him, becauſe there was not 
a candle burning 1n the houſe. Oe p< 

It is impoſſibſe to deſcribe. the rage and vexation of our 
hero, while he continued thus tantalized upon the brink 
of bliſs, after his dehre had been exaſperated by the cir- 
cumſtances of his two former diſappointments, He eja- 
culated a. thouſand execrations againſt his own fortune, 
curſed all Bis fellow-travellers without exception, vowed 
revenge againſt the painter, who had twice confounded * 
his moſt intereſting ſcheme, aud was tempted to execute 
immediate vengeance upon the unknown cauſe of his pre- 


ſeut 


32 Ti: ADVENTURES or 


ſent miſcarriage. In this agony of diſtraction did he ſweat 
tivo whole hours in the paſſage, though not without ſome 
faint hope of being delivered from his tormentor, who (he 
imagined) upon waking, would undoubtedly ſhift his 
quarters, and leave the field free to his deſigns; but when 
he heard the cock repeat his ſalutation to the morn, which 
began to open on the rear of night, he could no longer 
reſtrain his indignation. Going to his own chamber, he 
filled a baſon with cold water, and, ſtanding at fome di- 
ſtance, diſcharged it full in the face of the gaping ſnorer, 
who, over and above the ſurprize occaſioned by the appli- 
cation, was almoſt ſuffocated by the liquor that entered 
his mouth, and ran down into his wind-pipe. While he. 
gaſped like a perſon half drowned, without knowing the 
nature of his diſaſter, or remembering the ſituation in 
which he fell aſleep, Peregrine retired to his own door, 
and to his no ſmall aſtoniſhment, from a long howl that 
invaded his ears, learned that the patient was no other 
than Pallet, who had now, for the third time, baulked 
his good fortune, 7 

Enraged at the complicated treſpaſſes of this unfortu- 
nate offender, he ruſhed from his apartment with a horſe- 
_ whip, and, encountering the painter in his flight, over- 

turned him in the paſſage. There he exerciſed the in- 
ſtrument of his wrath with great ſeverity, on pretence of 
miſtaking him for ſome "refobiptcoes cur which had di- 
ſturbed the repoſe of the inn; nay, when he called aloud 
for mercy in a ſupplicating tone, and his chaſtiſer could 
no longer pretend to treat him as a quadruped, ſuch was - 
the virulence of the young gentleman's indignation, that 
he could not help declaring his ſatisfaction, by telling - 
Pallet he had richly deſerveꝗ the puniſhment he had un- 


dergone, for his madneſs, folly, and impertinence,.in con- | 
triving and executing ſuch idle ſchemes, as had no other 


tendency than that of plagning his neighbours. 
Pallet proteſted with great vehemence, that he was in- 
nocent, as the child unborn, of an intention to give um- - 
brage to any perſon whatever, except the Ifraelite and his 
doxy, who he knew had incurred his diſpleaſure. “ But, 
* as God is my Saviour!” ſaid he, I believe I am per- 
© ſecuted with witchcraft, and begin to think that damn'd - 
« prieſt is an agent for the Devil; for he has been but two 
| nights 
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© nights in our company, during which I have not cloſed 
an eye, but, on the contrary,, have been tormented by 
all the fiends of hell.” Pickle peeviſhly replied, that his 
torments had been oecaſioned by his own fooliſh imagina- 
tion; and aſked how he came to howl in that corner? 
The painter, who did not think proper to own the truth, 
ſaid, that he had been tranſported thither by ſome preter- 
natural conveyance, and ſouſed in water by an inviſible 
hand. The youth, in hope of profiting by his abſence, 
adviſed him to retire immediately to his bed, and by fleep 
ſtrive to comfort his brain, which ſeemed to be not a little 
diſordered by the want of that refrement. Pallet him- 
ſelf began to be very much of the ſame way of thinking,, 
and, in compliance with ſuch wholeſume counſel, betook. 
himſelf to reſt, muttering prayers all the way for the re- 
covery of his own underſtanding. 

Pickle attended him to his chamber, and, locking him 
up, put the key in his own. pocket, that he might not 
have it in his power to interrupt him again: but in his 
return he was met by Mr. Jolter and the doctor, who had 
been a ſecond time alarmed by the parnter's cries, and had 
come to inquire about this new adventure. Half frantic 
with ſuch a ſeries of diſappointments, he curſed them in 
his heart for their unſeaſonable appearance. When they 
queſtioned him. about Pallet, he told them he had found. 
bim ſtark ſtaring mad, howling in a corner, and wet to 
the ſkin, and conducted him te his room, where he was 
now a-bed. The phyſician, hearing this circumſtance, 
made a merit of his vanity, and, under pratence ef. con- 
cern for the painter's welfare, deſired he might have an. 
opportunity of examining the ſymptoms of his diforder, 
without Joſs of time, alledging, that many diſeaſes might 
have been ſtifled in the birth, which afterwards baffled all 
the endeavours of the medical art. The young gentleman 
accordingly delivered the key, and once more withdrews. 
into his own chamber, with a view of ſeizing the firſtvoce 
caſion, that ſhould preſent itſelf, of renewing his applica- 
tion to his Amanda's door; while the doctor, in his way- 
to Pallet's apartment, hinted to the governor his ſuſpicion, 
that the patient laboured under that dreadful ſymptoms 
called the hydrophobia, which he obſerved had ſometimes 
appeared in perſans who were not previouſly bit by a aud 

8+ 


34 TE ADVENTURES or 
dog. This conjecture he founded upon the howl he utter- 


ed when he was ſouſed with water, and began to recollect 
certain circumſtances of the painter's behaviour for ſome 
days palt, which now he could plainly perceive had prog- 
noſticated ſome ſuch calamity. He then aſcribed the G. 
ſtemper to the violent frights he had lately N 
affirmed, that the affair of the Baſtile had made ſuch a 
violent incroachment” upon his underſtanding, that his 
manner of thinking and ſpeaking was entirely altered. 
By a theory of his own invention, . explained the effects 
of fear upon a looſe ſyſtem of nerves, and demonſtrated the 
modus in which the animal ſpirits operate upon the ideas 
and power of imagination. 2 | 
This diſquiſition, which was communicated at the 
painter's door, might have laſted till breakfaſt, had not 
Jolter reminded him of his-own maxim, Veniexti occurrite 
morbo; upon which he put the key to immediate uſe, and 
they walked ſoftly towards the bed, where the patient lay 
extended at full length in the arms of fleep. The phyh- 
cian took notice of his breathing hard, and his mouth 
being open, and from theſe diagnoſtics declared, that the 
liquidum nervoſum was intimately affected, and the /aliva 
impregnated with: the ſpiculated particles of the virus, 
howſoever contracted. This ſentence was ftill farther con- 
firmed by the ſtate of his pulſe, which, being full and 
flow, indicated an oppreſſed -circulation, from a loſs of 
elaſticity in the propelling arteries, He propoſed, that 
he ſhould immediately ſuffer a ſecond. aſperſion of water, 
which would not only contribute to the cure, but alſo cer- 
tify them, beyond all poſſibility of doubt, with regard to 
the ſtate of the diſeaſe; for it would evidently appear, 
from the manner in which he would bear the application, 
whether or not his horror of water amounted to a confirm- 
ed bydrophobia. Mr. Jolter, in compliance with this pro- 
poſal, began to empty a bottle of water, which he found 
in the room in a baſon, when he was interrupted by the 
preſcriber, who adviſed him to uſe the contents of the 
chamber-pot, which, being impregnated with ſalt, would 
operate more effectually than pure element. Thus direct 
ed, the governor lifted up the veſſel, which was replete 
with e and with one turn of his hand diſcharged 
the whole healing inundation upon the ill- omened * | 
W Q 
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who, waking in the utmoſt diſtraction of horror, yelled 
molt hideouſly juſt at the time when Peregrine had brought 
his miſtreſs to a parley, and entertained hopes of being 
admitted into her chamber. | 

Terrified at this exclamation, ſhe inftantly broke off 
the treaty, beſeeching him to retire from the door, that 
her honour might receive no injury from his being found 
in that place; and he had juſt enough of recollection left 
to ſee the neceſſity of obeying the order; in conformity 
to which he retreated, well nigh deprived of his ſenſes, - 
and almoſt perſuaded, that ſo many unaccountable diſap- 
pointments muſt have proceeded from ſome ſupernatural 
cauſe, of which the idiot Pallet was no more than the in- 
voluntary inſtrument. 
| Mean while the doctor having aſcertained the malady 
of the patient, whoſe cries, interrupted by frequent ſobs 
and ſighs, he interpreted into the barking of a dog, and, 
having no more ſalt-water at hand, reſolved to renew the 
bath with ſuch materials as chance would afford. He ac- 
tually laid hold of the bottle and baſon ; and by this time 
the painter had recovered the uſe of his ſenſes ſo well as 
to perceive his drift, and, ſtarting up like a frantic Bed- 
lamite, ran directly to his ſword, ſwearing with many 
horrid imprecations, that he would murder them both im- 
mediately, if he ſhould be hanged before dinner. They 
did not chuſe to wait the iſſue of his threat, but retired 
with ſuch precipitation, that the phyſician had almoſt diſ- 
located his ſhoulder, by running againſt one fide of the 
entry. Jolter having pulled the door after him, and turn- 
ed the key, betook himſelf to flight, roaring aloud for 
aſſiſtance. His colleague, ſeeing the door ſecured, valued 
himſelf upon his reſolution, a, exhorted him to return, 
declaring, that, for his own part, he was more afraid of 
the madman's teeth than of his weapon, and admoniſhin 
the governor to re-enter, and execute what they had left 
undone. Go in,“ ſaid he, without fear or apprehen- 
« fhon, and if any accident ſhall happen to you, either 
from his ſlaver or his ſword, I will aſſiſt you with my 
advice, which from this ſtation I can more coolly and 
diſtinctly adminiſter, than I ſhould be able to ſupply, if 
my ideas were diſturbed, or my attention engaged in 
any perſonal concern.“ | 


Jolter, . - 
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Jolter, who could make no objection to the juſtneſs of 
the concluſion, frankly owned, that he had no inchnation 
to try the experiment, obſerving, that ſelf-preſervation 
was the firſt law of nature; that his connections with the 
unhappy lunatic were but flight, and that it could not be 
reaſonably expected, that he would run fuch riſks for his 
ſervice, as were declined by one who had ſet out with him 
from England, on the footing of a companion. This in- 
finuation introduced a diſpute upon the nature of benevo- 
lence and the moral ſenſe, which (the republican argued) 
exiſted independent of any private conſideration, and could 
never be affected by any contingent circumſtance of time 
and fortune ; while the other, who abhorred his princi- 
ples, aſſerted the duties and excellence of private friend- 
ſhip with infinite rancour of altercation. 

During the hotteſt of the argument, my were joined 
by the Capuchin, who being aſtoniſhed to fee them thus 
virulently engaged at the door, and to hear the painter 
bellowing within the chamber, conjured them, in the name 
of God, to tell him the cauſe of that confuſion, which 
had kept the whole houſe in continual alarm during the 
beſt part of the night, and ſeemed to be the immediate 
work of the Devil and his angels. When the governor 
gave him to underſtand, that Pallet was vifited with an 
evil ſpirit, he muttered a prayer of St, Antonio de Padua, 
and undertook to cure the painter, provided he could be 
ſecured ſo as that he might, without any danger to him- 
ſelf, burn part of a certain relic under his note, which he 
aſſured them was equal to the miraculons power of Elea- 
zar's ring. They expreſſed great curiofity to know what 
this treaſure was; and the prieſt was prevailed upon to tell 
them in confidence, that it was a collection of the pairin 
of the nails belonging to thoſe two madmen, whom Jelas 
purged of the legion of devils that afterwards entered the 

wine. So ſaying, he pulled from one of his pockets n 
ſmall box, containing about an ounce of the pairings of a 
horſe's hoof; at fight of which the governor could not 
help ſmiling, on account of the olſnely of the impoſition. 


The doctor aſked with a ſupercilious ſmile, whether thoſe 

maniacs whom Jeſus cured were of the ſorrel complexion, 

or dapple grey? for, from the texture of theſe parings, he 

could prove, that the original owners were of the quadru- 
4 | 
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detected the ruffians who have perſecuted me ſo much. 
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ped order, and even diſtinguiſh, that their feet had been 
fortified with ſhoes of iron. | | 
The mendicant, who bore an inveterate grudge againſt 
this ſon of ZEſculapius, ever ſince he had made ſo free 
with the Catholic rehgion, replied with great bitterneſs, 
that he was a wretch with whom no Chriſtian ought to 
communicate, that the vengeance of Heaven 3 one r 
day overtake him on account of his profanity, and that 
his heart was ſhod with a metal much harder than iron, 
which nothing but hell-fire would be able to melt. 
It was now broad day, and all the ſervants of the inn 
were a- foot. Peregrine, ſeeing it would be impoſſible to 
obtain any ſort of indemnification for the time he had loſt, 
and the perturbation of his ſpirits hindering him from en- 
joying repoſe, which was, moreover, obſtructed by the 
noiſe of Pallet and his attendants, put on his clothes at 
once, and, in exceeding ill humour, arrived at the ſpot 
where this triumvirate ſtood debating about the means of 
overpowering the furious painter, who ſtill continued his 
ſong of oaths and execrations, and made ſundry efforts to 
break open the door. Chagrined as our hero was, he could 
not help laughing when he heard how the patient had been 
treated ; and, his indignation changing into compaſſion, 
he called to him through the key-hole, deſiring to know 
the reaſon of his diſtracted behaviour. Pallet no ſooner 
recognized his yoice, than Jowering his own to a whim- 
pering tone, My dear friend!“ ſaid he, I have at laſt 


4 

I caught them in the fact of ſuffocating me with cold 
vater; and by the Lord I will be revenged, or may I 
never live to finiſh my Cleopatra, For the love of God! 

« open the door, and L will make that conceited pagan, 
that pretender to taſte, that falſe devotee of the ancients, 

< who poiſons people with fillykickabies and Devil's 
dung; I ſay, I will make him a monument of my wrath, _ 
and an example to all the cheats and impoſtors of the 
faculty; and as for that thick-headed inſolent pedant his 
* confederate, who emptied my own jordan upon me while 
I flept, he had better have been in his beloved Paris, 
© botching ſchemes for his friend the pretender, than incur 
the effects of my reſentment. Gadſbodikins! I won't 
Vol. II. | D eam 
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leave him a wind- pipe for the hangman to (top at the 
end of another rebellion.” 5 
Pickle told him, his conduct had been ſo extravagant, 
as to confirm the whole company in the belief, that he 
was actually deprived of his ſenſes ; on which ſuppoſition 
Mr. Jolter and the doctor had acted the part of friends, in 
doing that which they thought moſt conducive to his re- 
covery; ſo that their concern merited his thankful acknow- 
ledgment inſtead of his frantic menaces ; that for his own 
part, he would be the firſt to condemn him as one utterly 
bereft of his wits, and give orders for his being ſecured as 
a madman, unleſs he would immediately give a proof of 
his ſanity, by laying afide his ſword, compoſing his ſpi- 
was. and thanking his injured friends for their care of his 
erſon. | 
" This alternative quieted his tranſports in a moment; he 
was terrified at the apprehenfion of being treated like a 
bedlamite, being dubious of the ſtate of his own brain, 
and, on the other hand, had conceived ſuch a horror and 
antipathy for his tormentors, that, far from believing him- 
ſelf obliged by what they had done, he could not &en 
think of them without the utmoſt rage and deteſtation. He 


therefore, in the moſt tranquil voice he could aſſume, pro- 


teſted, that he never was leſs out of his ſenſes than at pre- 
ſent, though he did not know how long he might retain 
them, if he ſhould be conſidered in the light of a lunatic; 
that, in order to prove his being compes mentis, he was 
willing to ſacrifice the reſentment he ſo jultly harboured 
againſt thoſe who, by their malice, had brought him to 
this paſs; but as he apprehended it would be the greateſt 
ſign of madneſs he could exhibit, to thank them for the 
miſebiefs they had brought upon him, he deſired to be 
excuſed from making any ſuch conceſſion, and {wore he 
would endure every thing, rather than be guilty of ſuch. 
mean abſurdity. ; 
Peregrine held a confultation upon this reply, when the 
governor. and phyſician ftrenuouſly argued againſt the ca- 
pitulation with a maniac, and propoſed, that ſome method 


might be taken to ſeize, fetter, and convey him into a 


dark room, where he might be treated according to the 
rules of art. But the Capuchin, underitanding the circum- 


- ſtances of the caſe, undertook to reſtore him to his former 
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ate, without having any recourſe to ſuch violent meaſures. 
Pickle, who was a Cai judge of the affair than any per- 
{on preſent, opened the door without farther heſitation, and 
diſplayed the poor painter ſtanding with a woeful counte- 
nance,. ſhivering; iu his ſhirt, which was as wet as if he 
had been dragged through the Dender; a fpeQacle which: 
gave ſuch offence to the chaſte eyes of the Hebrew's mi- 
itreſs, who was by this time one of the ſpectators, that 
ſhe turned her head another way, and withdrew to her own 
room, exclaiming againſt the indecent pratticy of men. 
Pallet, ſeeing the young gentleman enter, ran to him, 
and, ſhaking him by the hand, called him his beſt friend, 
and ſaid he had reſcued him from thoſe who had a deſign 
againſt his life, The prieſt would have produced his 
parings, and applied them to his noſe, but was hindered 
by Pickle, who adviſed the patient to ſhift himſelf, and 
put on his clothes. This being done, with great order and 
deliberation, Mr. Jolter, who, with the doctor, had kept 
a wary diſtance, in expectation of ſeeing ſome ſtrange ef- 
fects of his diſtraction, began to believe that he had been 
guilty of a miſtake, and accuſed the phylician of having 
miſled him by his falſe diagnoſtic. The doctor ſtill inſiſt- 
ed upon his former declaration, aſſuring him, that, al- 
though Pallet enjoyed a ſhort interval for the preſent, the: 
delirium would ſoon. recur, unleſs: they would profit by: 
this momentary calm, and order him to be blooded, bliſt-- 
cred and purged with all imaginable diſpatch, 

The governor however, notwithſtanding this caution, 
W to the injured party, and begged pardon for the 
fhare he had in giving him ſuch Jiturbance He declared 


in the moſt ſolemn manner, that he had no other intention- 


than that of contributing towards his welfare, and that his 


behaviour was the reſult of the phyſician's pre eription, 
which he affirmed was abſolutely neceſſary for the recovery 
of his health. | 

The painter, who had very little gall in his diſpoſition, 
was ſatisfied with this. apology; but his reſentment, which- 


was before divided, now glowed with double fire againſt 


his firſt fellow- traveller, whom he looked upon as the au- 


thor of all the miſchances he had undergone, and marked-. 
out for his yengeance accordingly. Yet the doors of re- 
conciliation were not {hut againit the doctor, who, with 
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great juſtice, might have transferred this load of offence 
from himſelf to Peregrine, who was, without doubt, the 
ſource of the painter's misfortune ;z but, in that caſe, he 
muſt have owned himſelf miſtaken in his medical capacity, 
and he did not think the friendſhip of Pallet important 
enough to be retrieved by ſuch condeſcenſion ; ſo that he 
reſolved to negle& him entirely, and gradually forget the 
former correſpondence he had maintained with a perſon 
whom he deemed ſo unworthy of his notice. 


CHAP. LVIIL 


Peregrine, almaſt diſtratted with his diſappointments, con- 
Jures the fair Fleming to permit his viſits at Bruſſels. She 
withdraws from his purſuit. | 


HINGS being thus adjuſted, and all the company 
dreſſed, they went to breakfaſt about five in the 
morning, and in leſs than an hour after were ſeated in 
the Diligence, where a profound filence prevailed. Pere- 
grine, who: uſed to be the life of the ſociety, being ex- 
tremely penſive and melancholy, on account of his miſhap, 
the Iſraelite and his Dulcinea dejected in conſequence of 
their diſgrace, the poet abſorpt in lofty meditation, the 
painter in ſchemes of ney; while Jolter, rocked by the 
motion of the carriage, made himſelf amends for the want 
of reſt he had ſuſtained, and the Mendicant, with his fair 
charge, were infected by the cloudy aſpect of our youth, 
in whoſe diſappointment each of them, for different rea- 
ſons, bore-no inconſiderable ſhare. This general languor 
and receſs' from all bodily exerciſe diſpoſed them all to 
receive the gentle yoke of ſlumber, and, in half an hour 
after they had embarked, there was not one of them awake + 
4 our hero and his miſtreſs, unleſs tlie Capuchin was 
pleaſed to counterfeit ſleep, in order to 8 our young 
gentleman with an opportunity of enjoying ſome private 

converſation with his beauteous ward. | 
Peregrine did not negle& the occaſion, but, on the con- 
trary, Nied the firſt minute, and, in gentle murmurs, la- 
mented his hard hap in being thus the ſport of fortune. 
He aſſured her, (and that with great ſincerity), that all 
the croſs accidents of his life had not coſt him one half * | 
: > he 
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„ the vexation and keenneſs of chagrin which he had ſuffer - 
ed laſt night, and that, now he was on the brink of part- 
ing from her, he ſhould be overwhelmed with the blackeſt 
deſpair, if ſhe would not extend her compaſſion ſo far as 
to give him an opportunity of ſighing at her feet in Bruſ- 
ſels during che few days his affairs would permit him to 
ſpend in that city. | | 

This young lady, with an air of mortification, expreſſ- 
ed her ſorrow for being the innocent cauſe of his anxiety ;- 
ſaid, ſhe hoped laſt night's adventure would be a ſalutary 
warning to both their ſouls; for ſhe was perſuaded, that 
her virtue was protected by the intervention of Heaven; 
that, whatever impreſſion it might have made upon him, 
ſhe was enabled by it to adhere to that duty from which 
her paſſion had begun to ſwerve; and, beſeeching him to 
forget her for his own peace, gave him to underſtand, that 
neither the plan ſhe had laid down for her own conduct, 
nor the dictates of her honour, would allow her to receive 
his viſits, or carry on any other correſpondence with him, 
while ſhe was reſtricted by the articles of her marriage-- 
VOW. | 

This explanation produced ſuch a violent effect upon her 
admirer, that he was for ſome minutes deprived of the fa- 
culty of ſpeech, which he no ſooner recovered, than he 
gave vent to the moſt unbridled tranſports of 7 He 
taxed her with barbarity and indifference-z told her, that 
ſhe had robbed him of his reaſon and internal peace; that 
he would follow her to the ends of the earth, and ceaſe to 
live, ſooner than ceaſe to love her; that he would ſacrifice * 
the innocent foel who had been the occaſion of all this 
diſquiet, and murder every man whom he coufidered as an 
obſtruction to his views. In a word, his paſſions, which 

had continued fo long. in a ſtate of the higheſt fermenta - 
tion, together with che want of that repoſe which calms 
and quiets the perturbation of the ſpirits, had wrought - 
him up to a pitch of real diſtraction. While he uttered - 
theſe delirious expreſſions, the tears ran down his cheeks, - 
and he underwent ſuch agitation, that the tender heart of 
the fair Fleming was affected with his condition; and, 
while her own face was bedewed with the ſtreams of ſym- 
pdthy, ſhe begged him, for Heaven's ſake, to be compo- 
ſed, and promiled, for his 5 abate n 
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of the rigour of her purpoſe. Conſoled by this kind de- 
claration, he recollected himſelf, and, taking out his pen- 
eil, gave her his addreſs, when ſhe had affured him, that 
he ſhould hear from her in four and twenty hours, at far- 
theſt, after their ſeparation. | 

Thus ſoothed, he regained the empire of bimſelf, and 
by degrees recovered his ſerenity. But this was not the 
caſe with his Amanda, who, from this ſample of his dif- 
poſition, dreaded the impetuoſity of his youth, and was 
effectually deterred from entering into any engagements 
that might ſubje& her peace and reputation to the raſh 
effects of ſuch a violent ſpirit. Though ſhe was captivated 
by his perſon and accompliſhments, ſhe had reflection 
enough to foreſee, that, the longer ſhe countenanced his - 
paſſion, her own heart would be more and more irretrie- 
vably engaged, and the quiet of her life the more expoſed 
to continual interruption. She therefore profited by theſe 
conſiderations, and a ſenſe of religious honour, which 
helped her to withſtand the ſuggeſtions of inclination, and 
reſolved to amuſe her lover with falſe hopes, until ſhe 
ſhould have it in her power to relinquiſh his converſations 
without running any riſk of ſuffering by the inconſiderate 
fallies of his love. It was with this view that ſhe deſired 
be would not infiſt upon attending her to her mother's 
houſe, when the diligence arrived at Bruſſels; and he, 
cajoled by her artifice, took a formal leave of her, toge- 
ther with the other ſtrangers, fixing his habitation at the 
inn to which he and his fellow-travellers had been direct- 
ed, in the impatient expectation of receiving a kind ſum- 
mons from her within the limited time. - 

Mean while, in order to divert his imagination, he went 
to ſee the Stadthouſc, park, and arſenal, t6ok a ſuperficial. 
view of the bookſeller's cabinet of curioſities, and fpent 
the evening at the Italian opera, which was at that time 
exhibited for the entertainment of Prince Charles of Lor- 
rain, then governor of the Low Countries. In ſhort, the 
ſtated period was almoſt elapſed, when Peregrine received 
a letter to this purpoſe : | * | 


c 8 1 R, * > 
* Ir you knew what violence I do my own heart, in de- 
« claring, that I have withdrawn myſelf for ever from your 
| © addreſles, 
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addreſſes, you would ſurely applaud the ſacrifice I make 


to virtue, and ftrive to imitate this example of ſelf-de- 


nial. Ves, Sir, Heaven hath lent me grace to ſtruggle - 


0 

6 

0 

« with my guilty ſhon, and henceforth to avoid the 
dangerous fight o him who inſpired it. I therefore con- 
jure you, by the regard you ought to have for the eter- 
© nal welfare of us both, as well as by the eſteem and af- 
fection you profeſs, to war with your unruly inclination, 
and defiſt from all attempts of fruſtrating the laudable. 
© reſolution” I have made. Seek not to invade the peace 
© of one who loves you, to diſturb the quiet of a "A 
that never did you wrong, and to alienate the thoughts 
© of a weak woman from a deſerving man, who, by the 
* moſt ſacred claim, 'ought to have the full poſſeſſion of 
© her heart.“ . A 1 $a 


The billet, witbont either date or fubſcription, baniſh-' 
ed all remains of diſeretion from the mind of our hero, 
who ran inſtantly to the landlord in all the ecſtaſy of mad- 
neſs, and d2manded to ſee the meſſenger who brought the 
letter, on pain of putting his whole family to the ſword, 
The innkeeper, terrified by his looks and menaces, fell 
upon his knees, proteſting in the face of Heaven, that he 
was utterly ignorant and innocent of any thing that could 
give him offence, and that the billet was brought by a 
perſon whom he did not know, and who. retifed immedi- 


ately, 1 th it required no anſwer. He then gave utter- 


ance to his fury in a thouſand imprecations and invectives 


againſt the writer, whom he diſhonoured with the appel- 


lations of a coquette, a jilt, an adventurer, who, by means 


of a pimping prieſt, had defrauded him of his money. He 
denounced vengeance againſt the Mendicant, whom he 


ſwore he would deſtroy, if ever he ſhould ſet eyes on him 
again. The painter unluckily appearing during this pa- 


roxyſm of rage, he ſeized him by the throat, ſaying, he 
was ruined by his accurſed folly ; and, in. all likelihood, 


poor Pallet would have been OR a had not Jolter in- 


terpoſed in his behalf, beſeeching his pupil to have merey 
upon the ſufferer, and, with infinite anxiety,. defiring to 
know the cauſe of this violent aſſault. He W no 
anſwer but a ſtring of incoherent curſes. When the paint - 
er, with unſpeakable aftoniſhment, took God to witneſs, 


mily 
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that he had done nothing to diſoblige him, the governor: 
began to, think, in ſad earneſt, that Peregrine's vivacity- 
had at length riſen to the tranſports of actual madneſs, 
and was himſelf almoſt diſtracted with this ſuppoſition. 
That he might'the better Judge what remedy ought to be 
applied, he uſed his whole influence, and practiſed all his 
eloquence upon the youth, in order to learn the immediate 
cauſe of his delirium. He employed the molt pathetic en- 
treaties, and even ſhed tears in the courſe of his ſupplica- 
tion; ſo that Pickle (the firſt violence of the hurricane 
being blown over) was aſhamed. of his own imprudence, 
and retired to his chamber, in order to recollect his diſſi- 
2 thoughts: there he ſhut himſelf up, and, for the 
cond time peruſing the fatal epiſtle, began to-waver in 
his opinion of the author's character and intention, He 
ſometimes conſidered her as one of thoſe nymphs who, un- 
der the maſk of innocence and ſimplicity, practiſe upon the 
hearts and purſes. of unwary and unexperienced youths :. 
this was the ſuggeſtion of his wrath, inflamed by diſap- 
pointment; but when he refle&ted upon the circumſtances 
of her behaviour, and recalled her particular charms to his 
imagination, the ſeverity of his cenſure gave way, and his- 
heart declared in favour of her ſincerity. Yet even this 
conſideration aggravated the ſenſe of his loſs, and he was 
in danger of relapling into his former diſtra&tion, when 
his we e was a little becalmed by the hope of ſeeing her 
again either by accident, or in the courſe of a diligent and 
minute. inquiry, which he forthwith reſolved to ſet on foot. 
He had reaſon to believe, that her own heart would ef-- 
pouſe his cauſe, in ſpite of her virtue's determination, and 
did not deſpair of meeting with the Capuchin, whoſe good 
offices he knew he could at auy time command. Comfort- 
ed with theſe reflections, the tempeſt of his ſoul ſubſided. 
In leſs than two hours he joined his company with an air 
of compoſure, and aſked the painter's forgiveneſs for the 
freedom he had taken, the cauſe of which he promiſed 
hereafter to explain. Pallet was glad of being reconciled 
on any terms to one whoſe countenance ſupported him in 
equilibrio with his antagoniſt the doctor, and Mr. Jolter 
was rejoiced beyond meaſure at his pupil's recovery. 
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CHAP: LXI. 


Peregrine meets with. Mrs. Hornbeck, and is conſoled for his 
loſs. His valet de chambre is embroiled with her duennay 
whom, however, he finds means to appeaſe. 


Very thing having thus reſumed its natural channel, 
F. they dined together in great tranquillity. In the 
afternoon Peregrine, on pretence of ſtaying at home to 
write letters, while his companions were at the coffee - 
houſe, ordered a coach to be called, and with his valet de 
chambre, who was the only perſon acquainted with the 
preſent ſtate of his thoughts, ſet out for the Promenade, 
to which all the ladies of faſhion reſort in the evening 
during the ſummer ſeaſon, in hopes of ſecing his fugitive 
among the reſt, 

Having made a circuit round the walks, and narrowly 
obſerved every female in the place, he PRI at ſome 
diſtance the livery of Hornbeck upon a lacquey that ſtood: 
at the back of a coach: upon which, he ordered his man 
to reconnoitre the ſaid carriage, while he pare up his 
2 that he might not be diſcovered, before he ſhould 

ave received ſome intelligence, by which he might con- 
duct himſelf on this unexpected occaſion, that already be- 
gan to interfere with the purpoſe of his coming thither, 
though it could not diſpute his attention with the idea of 
his Jaraioy unknown. 

His Mercury, having made his obſervations, reported, 
that there was nobody in the coach but Mrs. Horabeck 
and an elderly woman who had all the air of a duenna, and 
that the ſervant was not the ſame footman who bad at- 
tended them in France. Encouraged by this information, 
our hero ordered himſelf to be driven cloſe up to that ſide 
of their convenience on which his old miſtreſs ſat, and ac-- 
coſted her with the uſual ſalutation. This lady no ſooner 
beheld her gallant, than her cheeks reddened with a dou- 
ble glow, and ſhe exclaimed, + Dear brother, I'm over- 
joyed to ſee you! pray come into our coach.“ He took 
the hint immediately, and, complying with her requeſt, 
embraced this new ſiſter with great affection. 
Perceiving that her attendant was very much I ? 
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and alarmed at this unexpected meeting, ſhe, in order to 
baniſh her ſuſpicion, and at the ſame time give her lover 
his cue, told him, that his brother (meaning her huſband) 
was gone to the Spa, for a few weeks, by the advice of 
phy{icians, on account of his ill (tate of health, and that, 
from his laſt letter, ſhe had the pleaſure to tell him, he 
was in a fair way of doing well. The young gentleman 
expreſſed his ſatisfaction at this piece of news, obſervin 
with an air of fraternal concern, that, if his brother had 
not made too free with his conſtitution, his friends in 
England would have had no occaſion to repine at his ab- 
fence and want of health, by which he was baniſhed from 
his own country and connections. He then aſked with an 
affectation of ſurprize, why ſhe had not accompanied her 
ſpouſe? and was given to underſtand, that his tenderneſs 
of affection would not ſuffer him to expoſe her to the fa- 
tigues of the journey, which lay among rocks that were 
al moſt inacceſſible. | 

The duenna's doubts being ,eaſed by this preamble of 
converſation, he changed the ſubject to the pleaſures of 
the place, and, among other ſuch queſtions, inquired if 
ſhe had not yet viſited Verſailles ? This is a public houſe, 
ſituated upon the canal, at the diſtance of about two miles 
from town, and accommodated with tolerable gardens for 
the entertainment of company, When ſhe replied in the 
ro pep he propoſed to accompany her thither immedi- 
ately; but the governante, who had hitherto fat filent, 
objected to this propoſal, telling them in broken Engliſh, 
that, as the lady was imder her care, ſhe could not anſwer 
to Mr. Hornbeck for allowing her to viſit ſuch a ſuſpicious 
place. As for that matter, Madam,“ ſaid the confi- 
dent gallant, * give yourſelf no trouble; the conſequen- 
ces ſhall be at my peril, and I will undertake to inſure 
you againſt my brother's reſentment.“ So ſaying, he 
directed the coachman to the place, and ordered his own 
to follow under the auſpices of his valet de chambre, 
while the old gentlewoman, over-ruled by his aſſurance, 
quietly ſubmitted to his authority. 

Being arrived at the place, he handed the ladies from 
the coach, and then for the firſt time obſerved, that the 
duenna was lame, a circumſtance of which he did not ſeru- 
ple to take the advantage ; for they had ſcarce 2 
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and drank a glaſs of wine, when he adviſed his ſiſter to 
enjoy a walk in the garden: and although the attendant 
made ſhift to keep them almoſt always in view, they en- 
joyed a detached converſation, in which Peregrine learnt 
that the true cauſe of her being left behind at Bruſſels, 
whilſt her huſband proceeded to Spa, was bis dread of 
the company and familiarities of that place, to which his 
jealouſy durſt not expoſe her; and that ſhe had lived three 
weeks in a convent at Liſle, from which the was delivered 
by his own free motion, becauſe indeed he could no lon- 

er exiſt without her company; and laſtly, our lover un- 
derſtood, that her governante was a mere dragon, who 
had been- recommended to him by a Spaniſh merchant, 
whoſe wife ſhe attended to her dying day : but ſhe very 
much queſtioned whether or not her fidelity was proof 
enough againſt money and ſtrong waters. Peregrine aſ- 
ſured her the experiment ſhould be tried before parting-; 
and they agreed to paſs the night at Verſailles, provided 
his endeavours ſhould ſucceed. 

Having exerciſed themſelves in this manner, until his 
duenna's ſpirits were pretty much exhauſted ; that ſhe 
might be the better diſpoſed to recruit them with a glaſs 
of liquor, they returned to their apartment, and the cor- 
dial was recommended and received in a bumper : but as 
it did not produce ſuch a viſible alteration as the ſanguine 
hopes of Pickle had made him expect, and the old gentle- 
woman obſerved that it began to be late, and that the gates 
would be ſhut in a little time, he filled up a parting glaſs, 
and pledged her in equal quantity. Her blood was too 
much chilled to be warmed even by this extraordinary 
doſe, which made immediate innovation in the brain of 
our youth, who in the gaiety of his imagination over- 
whelmed this She- Argus with ſuch profuſion of gallantry, 
that ſhe was more intoxicated with his ea en than 
with the ſpirits ſhe had drank. When in the courſe of 
toying he dropt a purſe into her boſom, ſhe ſeemed to 
forget how the night wore, and with the approbation of 
her charge, aſſented to his propoſal of having ſomething 
for ſupper. 

This was a-great point which our adventurer had gain- 
ed, and yet he plainly perceived that the governante miſ- 
took his meaning, by giving herſelf credit for. all the ok 
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ſion he had profeſſed. As this error could be rectiſied by 
no other means than thoſe of plying her with the bottle, 
until her diſtinguiſhed faculties mould be overpowered, he 
promoted a quick circulation. She did him juſtice, with- 
out any manifeſt ſigns of inebriation, ſo long, that his 
own eyes began to reel in the ſockets; and he found that 
before his * could be accompliſhed, he ſhould be ef- 
fectually unfitted for all the purpoſes of love. He there- 
fore had recourſe to his valet de chambre, who underſtood 
the hint as ſoon as it was given, and readily undertook to 
perform the part, of which his maſter had played the 
prelude. This affair being ſettled to his ſatisfaction, and 
the night at odds with morning, he took an opportunity 
of imparting to the ear of this aged Dulcinea a kind 
whiſper, importing a promiſe of viſiting her, when his 
ſiſter ſhould be retired to her own chamber, and an earneſt 
defire of leaving her door unlocked. 

This agreeable intimation being communicated, he con- 
veyed a caution of the ſame nature to Mrs. Hornbeck, as 
he led her to her apartment; and darkneſs and filence no 
ſooner prevailed in the houſe, than he and his truſty ſquire 
ſet out on their different voyages. Every thing would 
have ſucceeded according to their wiſh, had not the valet 
de chambre ſuffered bimfelf to fall aſleep at the ſide of his 
inamorata, and in the agitation of a violent dream, ex- 
claimed in a voice ſo unlike that of her ſuppoſed adorer, 
that ſhe diſtinguiſhed the difference at once. W him 
with a pinch and a loud ſhriek, ſhe threatened to proſecute 
him for a rape, and reviled him with all the epithets her 
rage and diſappointment could ſuggeſt. 

The Frenchman finding himſelf detected, behaved with 
roger and addreſs: he begged ſhe would compoſe 

erſelf, on account of her own reputation, which was 
extremely dear to him ; proteſting, that he had a moſt 
inviolable eſteem for her perſon. His repreſentations had 
weight with the duenna, who, upon recollection, compre- 
hended the whole affair, and thought it would be her in- 
tereſt to bring matters to an accommodation. She there- 
fore admitted the apologies of her bed-fellow, provided 
he would promiſe to atone by marriage for the injury ſhe 
had ſuſtained ; and in this particular he fet her heart at 
eaſe by repeated yows, which he uttered with ſurpriſing 
N 2 yolubility, f 
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volubility, though without any intention to perform the 
leaſt title of their contents. | a 

Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her exclamation, 
and run to the door with a view of interpoſing, according 
30 the emergency of the caſe, overhearing the affair thus 
compromiſed, returned to his miſtreſs, who was highly 
entertained with an account of what had paſſed, foreſee- 
ing, that for the future ſhe ſhould be under no difficulty 
or reſtriction from the ſeverity of her guard. 


CHAP. LX. 


Hornbeck is informed of his wife's adventure with Peregrine, 
for whom he prepares a flratagem which is rendered in- 
effectual by the information of Pipes. The huſband is 
ducked for his intention, and our hero apprehended by the 
patrol. : | 


7 was another perſon, however, ſtill ungained; 
and that was no other thao her footman, whole ſe- 
crecy our hero attempted to ſecure in the morning by a 
handſome preſent, which he received with many profeſ- 
fions of gratitude and devotion to his ſervice; yet this 
complaiſance was nothing but a cloak uſed to diſguiſe the 
deſign he harboured of making his maſter acquainted with 
the whole tranſaction. Indeed this lacquey had been hired 
not only as a ſpy upon his miſtreſs, but alſo as a check on 
the conduct of the governante, with promiſe of ample 
reward, if ever he ſnould diſcover any ſiniſter or ſuſpict- 
ous practices in the courſe of her behaviour. As for the 
footman whom they had brought from England, he was 
retained in attendance upon the perſon of his maſter, 


. whoſe confidence he had loſt, by adviſing him to gentle 


methods of reclaiming his lady, when her irregularities 


had ſubjected her to his wrath. | 
The Flemiſh valet, in conſequence of the office he had 
undertaken, wrote to Hornbeck by the firſt poſt, givi 
an exact detail of the adventure at Verſeilles, with ſuc 
a deſcription of the pretended brother, as left the huſband 


no room to think he could be any other, perſon than his 


tirit diſhonourer ; and exaſperated him to ſuch a degree, 
that he reſalved to lay an ambuſh for this invader, and at 
Vor. II. | * once 
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once diſqualify him from diſturbing his repoſe, by main · 
taining further correſpondence with his wife. 

Mean while the lovers enjoyed themſelves without re- 
ſtraint, and Peregrine's plan of inquiry after his dear Un- 
known was for the preſent poſtponed. His fellow-travel- 
lers were confounded at his myſterious motions, which 
filled the heart of Jolter with anxiety and terror. This 
careful conductor was fraught with ſuch experience of his 
pupil's diſpoſition, that he trembled with the apprehen- 
lion of ſome ſudden accident, and lived in continual alarm 
like a-man that walks under the wall of a nodding tower, 
Nor did he enjoy any alleviation of his fears, when, upon 
telling the young gentleman, that the reſt of the compa- 
ny were deſirous ob departing for Antwerp, he anſwered, 
they were at liberty to conſult their own inclinations; but 
for his own part he was reſolved to ſtay in Bruſſels a few 
days longer. By this declaration the governor was con- 
firmed in the opinion of his having ſome intrigue upon 
the anvil. In the bitterneſs of his vexation he took the 
liberty of ſignifying his ſuſpicion, and reminding him of 
the dangerous dilemmas to which he had been reduced by 
his former precipitation. | | 

Peregrine took his caution in good part, and promiſed 
to behave with ſuch circumſpection as would ſcreen him 
from any troubleſome conſequences for the future ; but, 
nevertheleſs, behaved that ſame evening in ſuch a manner, 
as plainly ſhewed, that his prudence was nothing elſe than 
vain ſpeculation. He had made an appointment to . | 
the night, as uſual, with Mrs. Hornbeck ; and about 

nine o'clock haſtened to her lodgings, when he was ac- 
coſted in the ſtreet by his old diſcarded friend Thomas 
Pipes, who, without any other preamble, told him, that 
For all he had turned him adrift, he did not chuſe to ſee 
him run full ſail into his enemy's harbour, without giving 
him timely notice of the danger. Pl] tell you what,” ſaid 
he, mayhap you think I want to curry favour, that I 
may be taken in tow again; if you do, you have made 
* a miſtake in your 2s OP I 4m old enough to be 
© laid up, and have wherewithal to keep my 1 from 
the weather. But this here is the affair; I have known 
you fince you were no higher than a marlinſpike, and 


e ſhouldn't care to ſee you deprived of your rigging at 
| | "2 | '« theſe 
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man, whom [I this afternoon fell in with by chance, as 
how his maſter has got intelligence of your boarding 
his wife, and has ſteered privately into this port, with. 
© a large complement of hands, in order, d'ye ſee, to ſe - 
cure you while you are under the hatches. Now if ſo 
© be as how you have a mind to give him a ſalt ee] for his 
« ſupper, here am I, without hope of fee or reward, ready 
to ſtand by you as long as my timbers will ſtick toge- 
© ther; and if I expect any recompence, may I be bound 
« to eat oakum and drink bilge water for life.“ 

Startled at this information, Peregrine examined him 
vpon the particulars of his diſcourſe with the lacquey ; 
and when he underſtood that Hornbeck's intelligence 
flowed from the canal of his Flemiſh footman, he believed 
every circumſtance of Tom's report, thanked him for this 
warning, and after having reprimanded him for his miſ- 
behaviour at Liſle, aſſured him that it ſhould be his own 
fault if ever they ſhould part again. He then deliberated 
with himſelf whether or not he ſhould retort the purpoſe 
upon his adverſary; but, when he conſidered that Horn- 
beck was not the aggreſſor, and made that unhappy huſ- 
band's caſe his own, he could not help acquitting his in- 
tention of revenge; though, in his opinion, it ought to 
have been executed in a more honourable manner; and 
therefore he determined to chaſtiſè him for his want of 
ſpirit. Nothing ſurely can be more inſolent and unjuſt 
than this determination, which induced him to puniſh a 
perſon, for his want of courage to redreſs the injury 
which he himſelf had done to his reputation and peace; 
and yet this barbarity of .deciſion -18- authoriſed by the 
opinion and practice of mankind. | 

With theſe ſentiments he returned to the inn, and put- 
ting a pair of piſtols in his-pocket, ordered his valet de 
chambre and Pipes to follow him at a ſmall-diſtance, ſo 
as that they ſhould be within call in caſe of neceſſity, 
then poſted himſelf within thirty yards of his Dulcinea's 
door. There he had not been above half an hour, when 
he perceived four men take their ſtation on the other fide, 
with a view, as he gueſſed, to watch for his going in, 
that he might be taken unaware. But when they had 
tarried a aonkiderable uy in that corner, without reaping 
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the fruits of their expectation, their leader, perſuaded 
that the gallant had gained admittance by ſome ſecret 
means, approached the door with his followers, who, ac- 
corcing to the inſlructions they had received, no fooner 
{aw it opened than they ruſhed in, leaving their employer 
1.the {treet, where he thought his perfor» would be leaſt 
endangered. Our adventurer ſeeing him alone, advanced 
with ſpecd, and elapping a piſtol to his breaſt, command 
ed him to follow his fouiſteps without noiſe, ou pain. of 

immediate death. | 
Terrified at this ſudden apparition, Hornbeek obeyed 
in flenc2; and, in a few minutes they arrived at the quay, 
where P:ckle halting, gave him to umterſtand that he was 
no ſtranger to. las villainous deſigu. Told him, that if 
lie conceived himfelf inzured by any circumſtance of his 
conduct, he would now give lam an opportunity of re- 
ſenting the wrong, in a manner 9 a man of ho- 
nour. * You have a fword about you, ſaid he, or if 
© you don't chuſe to put the affair on that iſſue, here is a 
© brace of piſtols, take which you pleaſe.% Such an ad- 
dreſs could not fail to difconcert a man of his character. 
After ſome heſitation he in a faultering accent denied that 
his deſign was to mutilate Mr. Pickle, but that he thought 
himſelf entitled to the benefit of the law, by which he 
would have obtained a divorce, if he could have procured 
evidence of his wife's infidelity ; and with that view he 
had employed people to take advantage of the informa- 
tion he had received. With regard to his alternative, he 
declined it entirely, becauſe he could not ſee what ſatis- 
faction he ſhould enjoy in being ſhot through the head, or 
run through the lungs, by a perſon: who had already 
wronged him in an irreparable manner. Laſtly, his fear 
made him propoſe, that the affair ſhould be left to the 
arbitration of two creditable men, altogether unconcerned 
in the diſpute. | | 
To theſe remonſtrances Peregrine replied, in the ſtile 
of a hot-headed young man, conſcious of his own unjuſ- 
tifiable behaviour, that every gentleman ought. to be a 
jadge of his own honour ; and therefore he would ſubmit 
to the deciſion of no umpire whatſoever ; that he would 
forgive his want of courage, which might be a natural 
infirmity, but his mean diſkmulation, he could not 1 
| that 
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that, as he was certified of the raſcally intent of his am- 
buſcade by undoubted intelligence, he would treat him, 
not with a retaliation of his own treachery, but with ſuch - 
indignation- as a ſcoundrel deſerves to ſuffer, unleſs he 
would make one effort to maintain the character he aſſu- 
med in life; ſo ſaying, he again preſented his piſtol, 
which being rejected as before, he called his two minifters, - 
and ordered them to duck him in the canal. 

This command was pronounced and executed almoſt in 
the ſame-breath, to the unſpeakable terror-and diforder of 
the poor ſhivering patient, who, having undergone- the 
immerſion, ran about like a drowned rat, ſquenking for 
aſſiſtance and revenge. His cries were overheard by the 
patrole, Which, chancing to paſs that way, took him un- 
der their protection, and, in conſequence of his complaint 
and information, went in purſuit of our adventurer and 
his attendants, who were ſoon overtaken and ſurrounded. 
Raſh and inconſiderate as the young gentleman was, he 
did not pretend to ſtand upon the defenſive againſt a file 
of muſketeers, although Pipes had drawn his cutlaſs at 
their approach, but ſurrendered himſelf without oppoſition, 
and was conveyed to the main guard, where the command- 
ing officer, engaged by his appearance and addreſs, treat- 
ed him with all imaginable reſpect. Hearing the parti- 
culars of his adventure, he aſſured him, that the prince 
would conſider the whole: as a four de feuucſſe, and order - 
him to be releaſed without delay. f e 

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in his report, 
he made ſuch a favourable repreſentation of the priſoner, 
that our hero was on the point of being diſcharged, when + 
Hornbeck preferred a complaint, aceuſing him of a pur- 
poſed aſſaſſinaz ion, and praying that ſuch puniſhment-- 
ſnould be inflicted upon him as Bis h:ighnefs ſhould think 
adequate to the nature of the crime. The prince, perplex- - 
ed with this petition, in eonſequence of wich he foreſaw, 
that he muſt. diſoblige a Britith ſubject, ſent for the plain- 
tiff, of whom he had ſome knowledge, and in perſon ek, 
horted him to drop the- proſecution, which would only 
ſerve to propagate his own ſhame. Rut Hornbeek was too 
much incenſed to liſten to any propoſal of that kind, and 
peremptorily demanded juſtice againſt the priſaner, whom + 
he repreſented. as an obſcure adventurer, -who- had made 
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repeated attempts upon his honour and his life. Prince 
Charles told him, that what he had adviſed was in the ca- 
pacity of a friend, but, fince he inſiſted upon his acting 
as a magiſtrate, the affair ſhould be examined, and deter- 
mined according to the dictates of juſtice and truth. 

Ihe petitioner being diſmiſſed with this promiſe, the 
defendant was in his turn brought before the judge, whoſe 
prepoſſeſſion in his favour was in a great meaſure weaken- 
ed by what his antagoniſt had ſaid to the prejudice of his. 
birth and reputation. 


CHAP. 


Peregrine is releaſed— Folter confounded at his myſterious 
conduct. A conteſt happens between the poet and painter, 
who are reconciled by the mediation of their fellow-travel- 
ters. . 


UR hero, underſtanding from ſome exprefſians which 
eſcaped the prince, that he was conſidered in the 
light of a ſharper and aſſaſſin, begged that he might haze 
the liberty of ſending for ſome vouchers, that would pro- 
bably vindicate his ee from the malicious aſperſions 
of his adverſary. This permiſſion beiag granted, he wrote 
a letter to his governor, deſiring, that he would bring to 
him the letters of recommendation which he had received 
from the Britiſh ambaſſador at Paris, and ſuch other pa- 
pers as he thought conducive to evince the importance of 
his fituation. at 
The billet was given in charge to one of the ſubaltern 
officers on duty, who carried it to the inn, and demanded 
to ſpeak with Mr. Jolter. Pallet, who happened to be at 
the door when this meſſenger arrived, and heard him in- 
quire for the tutor, ran directly to that gentleman's apart · 
ment, and in manifeſt diſorder told him, that a huge fel- 
low of a foldier, with a monſtrous pair of whiſkers, and a 
fur cap as big as a buſhel, was aſking for him at the door. 
The r governor began to ſhake at this intimation, 
though he was not conſcious of having committed any 
thing that could attract the attention of the ſtate. When 
the officer appeared at his chamber-door, his confuſion in- 
ereaſed to ſuch a degree, that his perception ſeemed to _ 
: Dim, 
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niſh, and the ſubaltern repeated the purport of his errand 
three times, before he could comprehend his meaning, or 
venture to receive the letter which he preſented. At length 
he ſummoned all his fortitude, and, having peruſed the 
epiſtle, his terror ſunk into anxiety. His ingenious fear 
immediately ſuggeſted, that Peregrine was confined in a 
dungeon for ſome outrage he had committed. He ran with 
great agitation to a trunk, and, taking out a bundle of 
papers, followed his conductor, being attended by the 
painter, to whom he had hinted his apprehenſion. When 
they paſſed through the guard which was under arms, the 
hearts of both died within them, and, when they came 
into the preſence, there was ſuch an expreſſion of awful 
horror on the countenance of Jolter, that the prince, ob- 
ſerving his diſmay, was pleated to encourage him with an 
aſſurance, that he bad nothing to fear. Thus comforted, 
he recollected himſelf ſo well as to underſtand his pupil, 
when he deſired him to produce the ambaſlador's letters, 
ſome of which, being open, were immediately read by his 
highneſs, who was perſonally acquainted with the writer, 
2nd knew ſeveral of the noblemen to whom they were ad- 
dreſſed. Theſe recommendations were ſo warm, and re- 
preſented the young gentleman in ſuch an advantageous 
tight, that the prince, convinced of the injuſtice his cha- 
racter had ſuffered by the miſrepreſentation of Hornbeck, 
took our hero by the hand, aſked pardon for the doubts 


he had entertained of his honour, declared him from that 


moment at liberty, ordered his domeſtics to be enlarged, 
and offered him his countenance and protection as long as 
ne ſhould remain in the Auſtrian Netherlands. At the 
{ame time he cautioned him againſt indiſeretion in the 
courſe of his gallantries, and took his word and honour, 
that he ſhould drop all meaſures of reſentment againſt the 
perſon of Hornbeck during his refidence in that place. 


The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted, thanked 


the prince, in the moſt reſpectful manner, for his genero- 
ſity and candour, and retired with his two friends, who 
were amazed and bewildered in their thoughts at what 
they had ſeen and heard, the whole adventure ftill remain- 
ing without the ſphere of their comprehenſion, which was 
not at all enlarged by the unaccountable appearance of 
Pipes, who, with the valet de chambre, joined them 22 
caſtle- 
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caſtle - gate. Had. Jolter been a man of a Juxuriant imas 
ination, his brain would undoubtedly have ſuffered in the 
inveſtigation of his pupil's myſterious conduct, which he 
{trove in vain to unravel; but his intellects were too ſolid 
to be affected by the miſcarriage of his invention; and ag 
Peregrine did not think proper to make him acquainted 
with the cauſe of his being apprehended, he contented 
himſelf with ſuppoſing that there was a lady in the cafe. ._ 
The painter, ,whoſe imagination was of a more flimſy 
texture, formed a thouſand chimerical conjectures, Which 
he communicated to Pickle in imperfect inſinuations, ho- 
Pings by his anſwers and behaviour, to diſcover the truth; 
ut the youth, in order to tantalize him, eluded all his 
inquiries with ſuch appearance of induſtry -and art, as 
heightened his curiofity, while it- diſappointed his aim, 
and inflamed him to ſuch a degree of impatience, that his 
wits began to be unſettled; Then Peregrine was fain to - 
recompenſe his brain, by telling him in confidence, that 
he had been arreſted as a ſpy. This ſecret he found more 
intolerable than his former uncertainty ; he ran from one 
apartment to another, like a gooſe in the agomes of egg- 
laying, with intention of diſburdening this important load; 
but Jolter being engaged with his pupil, and all the peo- 
ple of the * ignorant of the only language he could. 
ſpeak, he was compelled, with infinite reluctance, to ad- 
dreſs himſelf to the doctor, who was at that time ſnut up 
in his own: chamber. Having knocked at the door to no 
purpoſe, he peeped through the keyhole, and ſaw the 
phyſician ſitting at a table, with a pen in one hand, and 
paper before him, his head reclined: upon his other handy | 
and his eyes fixed upon the cieling, as if he had: been in- 
tranced. . Pallet, concluding. that. he was under. the power 
of ſome convulſion, endeavoured-to force. the door open; 
and the noiſe of his efforts recalled the doctor from his 
reverie.. This poetical republican, being ſo diſagreeably 
diſturbed, ſtarted up in a paſſion, and, opening the door, 
no ſooner perceived who had . interrupted him, than he 
flung it in his face with great fury, and curſed him for his 
impertinent intruſion, which had deprived him of the moit - 
delightful viſion that ever regaled the human fancy. He 
imagined, (as he afterwards imparted to Peregrine), that; 
as he enjoyed himſelf in walking through the Gas plain 
that 
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that borders on Parnaſſus, he was met by a venerable ſage, 
whom, by a certain divine vivacity that lightened from is 
eyes, he inſtantly knew to be the immortal Pindar. He 
was immediately ſtruck with reverence and awe, and pro- 
{trared himſelf before the apparition, which, taking him 
by the hand, hfted him gently from the ground, and, 
with words more ſweet than the koney of the Hybla bees, 
told him, that, of all the moderns, he alone was viſited by 
that celeſtial impulſe by which hiaſelf bad been inſpired, 
when he produced his moſt ap lauded odes. So ſaying, he 
led him up the ſacred hill, perſuaded him to drink a copious 
draught of the waters of the Hippoerene, and then pre- 
fented him to the harmomious Mine, who crowned his tem- 
ples with. a laure wreath, | 

No wonder that he was enraged to find himfelf cut off 
ſrom ſuch fublime ſociety. He raved in Greek agamit 
the invader, who was fo big with his own. purpoſe, that, 
uumindful of che diſgrace he had fuſtained, and difregard- 
ing all the fyraproms of the phyſician's diſpleafure, he ws 
| plied his mouth to the door; in an eager tone, PI] hold 
vou any wager,” faid he, that I guefs the true cauſe 
© of Mr. Pickle's impriſonment.” To this challenge he 
received no reply, and therefore repeated it, adding, I 
« ſuppoſe you imagine he was taken up for fighting 2 
« duel, or affronting a nobleman, or lying with ſome man's 
* wife, or ſome fuch matter; but, egad! you was never 
more miſtaken in your life; and Pl lay my Cleopatra 
* againſt your Homer's head, that in four and twenty 
hours you ſhan't light on the true reaſon.“ | 

The favourite of the Muſes, exaſperated at this vexa- 
tious perſeverance of the painter, who he imagined had 
come to teaze and inſult him, I would,” ſaid he, * fa- 
« crifice a cock to Æſculapius, were I affured, that any 
c 
* bleſome Goth as you are from the face of the earth. A 
for your boaſted Cleopatra, which you ſay was drawn 
from your own wife, 1 believe the copy has as much of 
the 70 :x20 as the original. But, were it mine, it ſhould 
© be hung vp in the temple of Cloacina, as the picture of 
© that goddeſs; for any other apartment would be — 
ced by its appearance. —“ Hark ye, Sir,“ replied Pallet 
enraged in his turn at this contemptuous mention of his 
darling 


perſon had been taken up for extirpating ſuch a trou - 
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darling performance, you may make as free with my 
wife as you think proper; but *ware my works; thoſe 
are the children of my fancy, coaceived by the glowing 
imagination, and formed by the art of my own hands: 
© and you yourſelf are a Goth, and a Turk, and a Tar- 
© tar, and an impudent pretending jackanapes, to treat 
* with ſuch diſreipe& a production which, in the opinion 
of all the connoiſſeurs of the age, will, when finiſhed, 
© be a maſterpiece in its kind, and do honour to human 
genius and ſkill, So I ſay again and again, (and I care 
not though your friend Playtor heard me), that you 
have no more taſte than a drayman's horſe, and that 
© thoſe fooliſh notions of the ancients ought to be drubbed 
* out of you with a good cudgel, that you .* learn to 
treat men of parts with more veneration. Perhaps you 
may not always be in the company of one who will hol- 
low for aſſiſtance, when you are on the brink of being 
© chaſtized for your inſolence, as I did, when you brought 
© upon yourſelf the reſentment of that Scot, who, by the 
© Lard! would have paid you both ſcot and lot, as Fal- 
© ſtaff ſays, if the French officer had not put him in arreſt.? 

The phyſician, to this declamation, which was convey- 
ed through the keyhole, anſwered, that he (the painter): 
_ was a fellow ſo infinitely below his conſideration, that his 
conſcience upbraided him with no action of his life except 


that of chuſing ſuch a wretch for his companion and fel- 
low-traveller; that he had viewed his character through: 


the medium of good-nature and compaſſion, which had 
prompted him to give Pallet an opportunity of acquiring: 
ſome new ideas under his immediate inſtruction ; but he 


had abuſed his goodneſs and condeſcenſion in ſuch a fla-- 


grant manner, that he was now determined to diſcard him- 


entirely from his acquaintance, and deſired him, for the 
preſent, to take himfelf away, on pain of being kicked 
_ for his preſumption. | * 
Pallet was too much incenſed to be intimidated by this 
threat, which he retorted with great virulence, defying 
him to come forth, that it might appear which of them 
Was belt (kylled in that pedeſtrian exerciſe, . which he im- 


mediately began to. practiſe againſt the door with ſuch 
_ thundering application, as reached the ears of Pickle and. 


his governor, who coming out into the paſſage, and, ſee- 


ing 
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ing him thus employed, aſked if he had forgot the cham- 
ber- pots of Aloſt, that he ventured to behave in ſuch a 
manner, as entitled him to a ſecond preſcription of the 
ſame nature. | 

The doctor, underſtanding that there was company at 
hand, opened the door in a twinkling; and, ſpringin 
upon his antagoniſt like a tiger, a fierce content ion 4 1 


have enſued, to the infinite ſatisfaction of our hero, had 


not Jolter, to the manifeſt peril of his own perſon, inter- 
poſed, and partly by force, and partly by exhortations, 
put a ſtop to the engagement before it was fairly begun, 
After having demonttrated the indecency of ſuch a vulgar 
rencounter betwixt two fellow-citizens in a foreign land, 
he begged to know the cauſe of their diſſenſion, and of- 
fered his good offices towards an accommodation. Pere- 
grine alſo, ſeeing the fray was finiſhed, expreſſed himſelf 
to the ſame purpoſe ; and the painter, for obvious reaſons, 
declining an explanation, his antagoniſt told the youth 
what a mortifying interruption he had ſuffered by the im- 
pertinent intruſion of Pallet, and gave him a detail of the 
particulars of his viſion,. as above recited. - 'The arbiter 
owned the provocation was not to be endured, and de- 
creed, that the offender ſhould make ſome atonement for 
his tranſgreſſion. Upon which the painter obſerved, that 
howſoever he might have been diſpoſed to make acknow- 
ledgments, if the phyſician had ſignified his diſpleaſure 
like a gentleman, the complainant had cow forfeited all 
claim to any ſuch conceſſions, by the vulgar manner in 
which he had reviled him and his productions, obſerving, 
that if he (the painter) had been inclined to retort his 


ſlanderous inſinuation, the republican's own works would 


have afforded ample ſubje& for his ridicule and cenſure. 
After divers diſputes and repreſentations, peace was at 
length concluded, on condition, -that, for the future, the 
dodor ſhould never mention Cleopatra, unleſs he could ſay 
ſomething in her praiſe, and that Pallet, in conſideration 
of his having been the firſt aggreſſor, ſhould make a ſketch 


of the phyſician's viſion, to be engraved and prefixed to 


the next edition of his odes. 
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CAT. EX, 


The traveller: depart for Antawerp, at which place the paint. 
er giver a looſe to his enthuſiaſm. 


UR adventurer, baMed in all his efforts to retrieve 

his loſt Amanda, yielded at length to the remon- 
{trances of his governor and fellow-travellers, who, out of 
pure complaiſance to him, had exceeded their intended 


{tay by ſix days at leaſt: and a couple of poſt-chaiſes, 


with three riding-horſes, being hired, they departed from 
Bruſſels in the morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived 
about eight in the evening at the venerable city of Ant- 
werp. — this day's journey Pallet was elevated to 
an uncommon flow of ſpirits, with the proſpect of ſeeing 
the birth - place of Rubens, for whom he profeſſed an en- 


thuſiaſtic admiration. He ſwore, that the pleaſure he felt 


was equal to that of a Muſſulman on the laſt day of his 
pilgrimage to Mecca, and that he already conſidered him- 
ſelf a native of Antwerp, being ſo intimately acquainted 
with their ſo juſtly boaſted citizen, from whom, at certain 
junctures, he could not help believing himſelf derived, be- 
cauſe his own pencil adopted the manner of that great man 
with ſurprizing facility, and his face wanted nothing but 
a pair of whiſkers and a beard to-exhibit the expreſs image 
of the Fleming's countenance. He told them he — 
proud of this reſemblance, that, in order to render it more 
ſtriking, he had at one time of his life reſolved to keep his 
face ſacred from the razor, and in that purpoſe had perſe- 
vered, notwithſtanding the continual reprehenſions of 
Mrs. Pallet, ho, being then with child, ſaid, his aſpect 
was ſo hideous, that ſhe dreaded a miſcarriage every hour, 
until ſhe threatened, in plain terms, to diſpute the ſanity 


of his intellects, and apply to the chancellor for a com- 
mittee. | 


The doctor on this occaſion obſerved, that a man, who 


1s not proof againſt the ſolicitations of a woman, can ne- 

ver expect to make a great figure in life; that painters and 

poets ought to cultivate no wives but the Muſes; or if 

they are, by the accidents of fortune, incumbered with 

families, they ſhould carefully guard againſt that perni- 
| I 
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cious weakneſs, falſcly honoured with the appellation of 
11tural affedion, and pay no manner of regard to the im- 
pertinent cuſtoms of the world. Granting that you had 
been, for a ſhort time, deemed” a lunatic,” faid he, © you 
might have acquitted yourſelf honourably of that itapu- 
tation, by ſome performance that would have raiſed your 
character above all cenſure, Sophocles himſelf, that ce- 
lebrated tragic poet, who, for the ſweetneſs of his ver- 
ification, was ſtyled winirlz, or the bee, in his old age 
ſufered the ſame accuſation from his own children, who 
fecing him neglect his family affairs, and devote himſelf 
entirely to poetry, carried him before the mag iſtrate, as 
a man whoſe intellects were ſo much impzired by the in- 
firmities of age, that he was no longer fit to manage 
his domeſtic concerns; upon which the reverend bard 
produced his tragedy of O. Maeve ta $0kwvw, as a work he 
had juſt finiſhed; which being peruſed, inſtead of heing 
declared unſound of underſtanding, he was diſmifſed with 
admiration and applauſe. I wiſh your beard and whiſkers 
had been ſanctioned by the like authority, though I am 
afraid you would have been in the predicament of thoſe 
diſciples of a certain philoſopher, who drank decoction- 
of cummin feeds, that their faces might adopt the pale- 
neſs of their maſter's complexion, hoping, that, in bein 
as wan, they would be as learned as their teacher.“ The 
painter, ſtung with this ſarcaſm, replied, Or like thoſe 
« virtuoſi, who by repeating Greek, eating ſillikickaby, 
and pretending to fee viſions, think they equal the an- 
* cients in taſte and genius.“ The phylician retorted, Pal- 
let rejoined, and the altercation continued until they en- 
tered the gates of Antwerp, when the admirer of Rubens 
broke forth into a rapturous exclamation, which put an 
end to the diſpute, and attracted the notice of the inha- 
bitauts, many of whom, by ſhrugging up their ſhoulders, 
and pointing to their forcheads, gave ſhrewd - indications, 
— they believed him a poor gentleman diſordered in his 
rain. | | 

They had no ſooner alighted at the inn, than this pſeu- 
do- enthuſiaſt propoſed to vilit the great church, in which 
he had been informed ſome of his maſter's pieces were to 
be ſeen, and was remarkably chagrined, when he tader- 
ſtood that he could not be admitted till next day. Heroſe 
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next morning by daybreak, and diſturbed his fellow-tra. 


vellers in ſuch a noiſy and clamorous manner, that Pere. 
grine determined to puniſh him with ſome new infliction, 
and, while he. put on his clothes, actually formed the plan 
of promoting a duel between him and the doctor, in the 
management of which he promiſed himſelf ſtore of enter. 
tainment from the behaviour of both. 

Being provided with one of thoſe domeſtics who are al. 
ways in waiting to offer their ſervices to itrangers on their 
firſt arrival, they were conducted to the houſe of a gentle. 
man who had an excellent collection of pictures; and, 
though the greateſt part of them were painted by his fa- 
vourite artiſt, Pallet condemned them all by the Jump, be- 
cauſe Pickle had told him beforehand, that there was not 
one performance of Rubens among the number. 

The next place they viſited was what is called the aca- 
demy of painting, furniſhed with a number of paultry 
pieces, in which our painter recognized the ſtyle of Peter 
Paul, with many expreſſions of admiration, on the ſame 
ſort of previous intelligence. 

From this repoſitory they went to the great church; 
and, being led to the tomb of Rubens, the whimſical 
painter fell upon his knees, and worſhipped with ſuch ap- 

earance of devotion, that the attendant, ſcandalized at 
his ſuperſtition, pulled him up, obſerving with great 
warmth, that the perſon buried in that place was no faint, 
but as great a ſinner as himſelf, and that, if he was ſpiri- 
tually diſpoſed, there was a chapel of the bleſſed Virgin 
at the diſtance of three yards, on the right hand, to which 
he might retire. He thought it was incumbent upon him 
to manifeſt ſome extraordinary inſpiration, while he reſi- 
ded on the ſpot where Rubens was born, and therefore his 
whole behaviour was an affeQation of rapture, expreſſed 
in diſtracted exclamations, convulſive ſtarts, and uncouth 
efticulations. In the midſt of his frantic behaviour he 
Ew an old Capuchin, with a white beard, mount the pul- 
pit, and hold forth to the congregation with ſuch violence 
of emphaſis and geſture as captivated his fancy; and bawl- 
ing aloud, * Zounds! what an excellent Paul preaching 
at Athens!* he pulled a pencil and a ſmall memorandum- 
book from his pocket, and began ta take a ſketch of the 
, orator, with great eagerneſs and agitation ſaying, * Egad? 
; * 1 c friend 


* 


* 
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ra- © friend Raphael, we ſhall ſee whether you or I have got 
re. « the belt knack of W up an apoſtle.” This ap- 


on, Ml pcarance of diſreſpect gave offence to the audience, which 

an' began to murmur againtt this heretic libertine, when one 

he of the prieſts belonging to the choir, in order to prevent 

re any ill conſequence from their diſpleaſure, came and told 1 
him in the French language, that ſuch liberties were not- 1 

il. permitted in their religion, and adviſed him to lay aſide his 8 

ir implements, leſt the people would take umbrage at his 1 

e. deſign, and be provoked to puniſh him as a profane ſcoffer 

d, at their worſhip. . | | 

1 The painter ſeeing himſelf addreſſed by a friar who, I 

e while he ſpoke, bowed with great complaiſance, imagined 9 

t that he was a begging brother come to ſupplicate his cha- 4 
rity; and, his attention being quite engroſſed by the de- 1 

bs ſigu he was making, he pated the prieſt's ſhaven crown I 


with his hand, ſaying, Oter tems, oter tems, and then re- 
ſumed his pencil with great earneſtneſs. The eceleſiaſtic, 
perceiving, that the ſtranger did not comprehend his mean- 
ing, pulled him by the ſleeve, and explained himfelf in 
th Latin tongue : upon which Pallet, provoked at his in- 
trulion, curſed him aloud for an impudent beggarly fon of 
a whore, and, taking out a ſhilling, flung it upon the 
pavement with-manifelt ſigns of indignation, - : | 
Some of the common- people, enraged to ſee their reli- 
gion contemned, and their prieſts inſulted at-the-very al- 
tar, roſe from their ſeats, and ſurrounding the aſtonithed- 
painter, one of the number ſnatched his book from his 
hand, and tore it into a thouſand pieces. Frightened. as 
he was, he could not help crying, Fire and faggots! all- 
© my favourite ideas are gone to wreck !' and was in dau- 
cer of being very hae handled by the crowd, had not 
Peregrine ſtepped in, and aſſured them, that he was a poor © 
uahappy gentleman who laboured under a tranſport. of 
the brain. Theſe who underſtood the French language 
communicated this information to the-relt-; ſo that he ef- 
caped without any other chaſtiſement than that of being 
obliged to retire. And, as they could not ſee the famous+ 
deſcent from. the croſs till after the ſervice was finiſhed, - 
they were conducted by their domeſtique to the houſe of 
a painter, where they found .a beggar ſtanding for his 
picture, and the artiſt actually employed in repreſenting, 
F 2 a huge 


2 
8 
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4 
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a huge louſe that crawled upon his ſhoulder. Pallet was 
wonderfully pleaſed with this circumitance, which he ſaid 
was altogether a new thought, and an excellent hint, of 
which he would make his advantage; and in the courſe of 
lis furvey of this Fleming's performances, perceiving a 
piece in which two flies were engaged upon the carcais of 
a dog half devoured, he ran to his brother bruſh, and 
{wore he was worthy of being a feilow-citizen of the im- 
mortal Rubens. He then lamented with many expreſſions 
of grief and reſentment, that he had loſt his common-place 
buok, in which he had preferved a thouſand conceptions 
of the ſame ſort, formed by the accidental objects of his 
ſenſes and imagination, and took an opportunity of tellin 

his fetlow-traveilers, that in execution he had equalled, if 
not exceiled, the two ancient painters who vied with each 
other in the repreſentation of a curtain and a bunch of 
grapes; for he had exhibited the image of a certain object 
to like to nature, that the bare ſight of it ſet a whole hog- 


ity in an uproar. 


| When he had examined and applauded all the produc- 
tions of this minute artilt, they returned to the great 
church, and were entertained with the view of that cele- 
brated maſterpiece of Rubens, in which he has introduced 
the portraits of kuafeli and his whole family. The doors 
that cunceal this capital performance were no ſooner un- 
folded than our enthuſiaſt, debarred the uſe of ſpeech by 
a previous covenant with his friend Pickle, lifted up his 
hands and eyes, and, putting himſelf in the attitude of 
Hamlet when his father's ghoſt appears, adored in filent 
ecitacy and awe. He even made a merit of neceſſity, and, 
when they had withdrawn from the place, proteſted that 
his whole faculties were ſwallowed up in love and admira- 
tion. He now profeſſed himſelf more than ever enamour- 
ed of the Flewih ſchool, raved in extravagant encomiums, 
and propoſed, that the whole company ſhould pay * of 
to the memory of the divine Rubens, by repairing forth- 
with to the bouſe in which he lived, and proſtrating 

themſelves on the floor of his painting-room. | 
As there was nothing remarkable in the tenement, 
which had been rebuilt more than once ſince the death of 
that great man, Peregriae excufed himſelf from complying 
with the propoſal, on preter ce of being fatigued with the 
ate 


* 
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circuit they had already performed.  Jolter declined it for 
the ſame reaſon, and the queſtion being put to the-doc- 
tor, he refuſed his company with an air of diſdain, Pal- 


let, piqued at his contemptuous manner, aſked if he would 


not go and fee the habitation of Pindoor, provided he 
was in the city where that poet lived? and when the phy- 
ſician obſerved, that there was an infinite difference be- 


tween the men; Chat 111 allow,“ -replied the painter; 
for the devil a poet ever lived in Greece or Troy, that 
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« was worthy to clean the pencils of our beloved Rubens.“ 


The phyſician could not with any degree of temper and 
forbearance hear- this outrageous blaſphemy, for which, 
he ſaid, Pallet's eyes ought to be picked out by owls; and 
the diſpute aroſe, as uſual, to ſuch ſcurrilities of language, 
and indecency of behaviour, that paſſengers began to take 
notice of their animoſity, and Peregrine was obliged to 
interpoſe for his own credit. 


CH AP. LIIII. 


Peregrine artfully foments a quarrel between Pallet and the 


phyſician, whe fight a duel on the rampartg. 


TY painter betook himſelf to the houſe of the Fle- 


back to their lodgings, where the young gentleman, takin 
the advantage of being alone with the phyſician, recapi- 
tulated all the * had ſuſtained from the painter's 


4 


miſh Raphael, and the reſt of the company went 


\ 


petulance, aggravating every circumſtance of the-diſgrace, - 
and adviſing him, in the capacity of a friend, to take care 


of his honour, which could not fail to ſuffer in the opini 


of the world, if he allowed himſelf tobe inſulted with im- 


punity by one ſo much his inferior in every degree of con- 
ſiderat ion. 


The phyſician aſſured him, that Pallet had hitherto + 


eſcaped chaſtiſement, by being deemed an object unwor- 
thy his reſentment, and in conſideration of the wretch's 


family, for which his . was intereſted; but that 


repeated injuries would inflame the moſt benevolent diſpo- 


fition ; and although he could find no precedent of duel- 


ling among the Greeks and Romans, whom he conſidered: 


as the patterns of demeanour, Pallet ſhould no longer avail - 
© himſelf 


* 
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himſelf of his veneration for the ancients, but be puniſhed 
for the very next offence he ſhould commit. 

Having thus ſpirited up the doctor to a reſolution from 
which he could, not decently ſwerve, our adventurer acted 
the incendiary with the other party alſo, giving him to 
underſtand, that the phyſician treated his character with 
ſuch contempt, and behaved to him with ſuch inſolence, 
as no gentleman ought to bear; that, for his own part, 
he was every day pnt out of countenance by their mutual 
animoſity, which appeared in nothing but vulgar expreſ- 
ſions, more becoming ſhoe-boys * oyſter- women than 
men of honour and ene and therefore he ſhould be 
obliged, contrary to his inclination, to break off all cor- 
reſpondence with them both, if they would not fall upon 
ſome method to retrieve the dignity of their characters. 

Theſe repreſent ations would have had little effect upon 
the timidity of the painter, who was likewiſe too much of 
a Grecian to approve of fingle combat in any other way 
than that of boxing, an excrcite in which he was well 
ſkalled, bad not they been accompanicd with an inſinvation, 
that his antagontiſt was no Hector, and that he might 
humble him wto any conceſſion, without running the leaſt 
perſoual riſk. Animated by this aſſurance, our ſecond 
Rubens ſer the trumpet of dehance to his mouth, ſwore 
he valued not his life a ruſh when his honour was concern- 
ed, and entreated Mr. Pickle to be the bearer of a chal- 
lenge, which he would inſtantly commit to writing. 

The miſchievous fomentor highly applauded this mani- 
feſtation of courage, by which he was at liberty to culti- 
vate his friendſhip and ſociety, but declined the office of 
carrying the billet, that his tenderneſs of Pallet's reputa- 
tion might not be miſinterpreted into an officious dehre of 
promoting quarrels: at the ſame time he recommended 
Tom Pipes not only as a very proper meſſenger on this 
occaſion, but alſo as a «truſty ſecond in the field. The 
magnanimous painter took his advice, and, retiring to his 
chamber, penned a challenge in theſe terms: 


« SIR, 
Wax I am heartily provoked, I fear not the Devil 
* himſelf, much Jeſs—TI will not call you a pedantic eox- 
© comb, nor an unmannerly fellow, becauſe theſe are the 
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hippythets of the wulgar; but remember, ſuch as you are, 
I neyther love you nor fear you, but, on the contrary, 
expect ſatisfaction for your audacious behaviour to me 
© on divers occaiions, and will this evening, in the twi- 
light, meet you on the ramparts with ſword and pittol, 
« where the Lord have mercy on the ſoul of one of us; 
for your body ſhall find no favour with your incenſed 
« defer, till death, Layman PaALLeT.'? 


* 


This reſolute defiance, after having been ſubmitted to 
the peruſal, and honoured with the approbation of our 
youth, was committed to the charge of Pipes, who, ac- 
cording to his orders, delivered it in the afternoon, and 
brought for anſwer, that the phylictan would attend him 
at the appointed time and place. The challenger was-evi- 
dently diſcompoſed at the unexpected news of this accept- 
ance, and ran about the houſe in great diſorder, in queſt 
of Peregrine, to beg his farther advice and aſſiſtance; hut, 
underſtanding that the youth was engaged in private with 
lis adverſary, be began to ſuſpect ſome colluſion, and 
curſed himſeif for his folly and precipitation. He even 
entertained ſome thoughts of retracting his invitation, and 
ſubmitting to che triumpl of his antagoniſt : but, before 
he would ſtoop to this opprobrious condeſcenſion, he re— 
ſolved to try another expedient, which might be the means 
of ſaving both his character and perſon. In this hope he 
viſited Mr. Jolter, and very gravely deſired he would be 


ſo good as to undertake the oftace of his ſecond in a duel - 


which he was to tight that evening with the phylician, 

The governor, initcad of anſwering his expectation in 
expreſſing fear and concern, and breaking forth into ex- 
clamations of « Gouod God! gentlemen, what d'ye mean? 
© You (hall not murder one another while it is in my power 
to prevent your purpuſe. TI will go directly to the go- 
© vernor of the place, who ſhall interpoſe his authority.“ 
I ſay, inſtead of theſe and other friendly menaces of pre- 
vention, Jolter heard the propoſal with the molt phlegma- 
tic tranquillity, and excuſed himſelf from accepting the ho- 
nour he intended for him, on account of his character and 
tuation, which would not permit him to be concerned in 
any ſuch rencounters. Indeed this mortifying reception 
was owing to a previous hint from Peregrine, who, dread- 
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ing ſome ſort of interruption from his 1 had made 
u 


him acquainted with his defign, and a 
affair ſhould not be brought to any dangerous iſſue. 


Thus diſappainted, the. dejected challenger was over- - 
whelmed with perplexity and diſmay, and, in the terrors - 
of. death or mutilation, reſolved to deprecate the wrath of ' 
his enemy, and conform to any ſubmiſſion he ſhould pro- 
pole—when he. was accidentally encountered by our ad- 
venturer, who, with demonſtrations of infinite ſatisfaction, 


tald him in confidence, that his billet had thrown the doc- 


tor into an agony. of conſternation ; that his acceptance of 


his challeage was a mere effort of deſpair, calculated to 
confound the ferocity of the ſender, and difpoſe him to 


liſten to terms of accommodation; that he had imparted . 
the letter to him with fear and trembling, on pretence of 
engaging him as a ſecond, but, in reality, with a view of 
obtaining his good offices in promoting a reconciliation z - 
but, perceiving the ſituat ion of his mind,“ added our he- 
ro, | thought it would be more for your honour to baf- 
fle his expectation, and therefore I readily undertook the 
taſk of attending him to the field, in full aſſurance, that 
he will there humble himſelf before you, even to pro- 
ſtration. In this ſecurity you may go and prepare your 


arms, and befpeak the aſſiſtance of Pipes, who will ſquire 
you in the field, while. I keep myſelf up, that our cor- 


red him, that the 


* reſpondence may not be ſuſpected by the phylician,? 


Pallet's ſpirits, that were ſunk to dejection, roſe at this 


encouragement to all the inſolence of triumph, he again 


declaring his contempt. of danger, and his piſtols being 


loaded and accommodated with new flints, by his truſty - 
armour-bcarer, he waited, without flinching, for the hour 


of battle. 


Ou the firſt approach of twilight ſomebody knocked at 
his door, and, Pipes having opened it at his defire, he 


heard the voice of his antagoniſt pronounce, * Fell Mr. Pal- 
let, that I am going to. the place of appointment.“ 


* 


The painter was not a little ſurprized at this anticipation, - 
which ſo ill agreed with the information he had received 
from Pickle; and, his concern beginning to recur, he 
fortified himſelf with a large bumper of brandy, which, 
however, did not overcome the anxiety of his thoughts. 


Nevertheleſs, he ſet out on the expedition with his ſecond, 
betwixt 
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betwixt whom and himſelf the following dialogue paſſed, 
in their way to the ramparts, * Mr. Pipes,” ſaid the 
painter with diſordered accent, 4 methinks the doctor was 
« in a peſtilent burry with that meflage of his. —“ Ey, 
ey,“ anſwered Ton, I do ſuppoſe | he longs to be foul 
© of you.“ —“ What,” N the other, * d'ye thiuk he 
« thirks after my blood! To be ſure a does,” ſaid 


Pipes, thrulting a large quid d of toh1cco in his cheek with 


great deliberation, © if that be the caſe,” cried Pallet, 
beginning to ſhake, he is no better than a cannibal, and 
no Chrittian ought to tight him on equal footing.” Tom, 
obſerving his emotion, eyed him with a frown of indigna- 
tion, ſaying, © You an't afraid, are you? God forbid l 
replied the challenger, ſtammering with fear. What 
thouid I be afraid of? The worit he can do is to take 
my life, and then he'll be anſwerable both to God and 
man for the murder: don't you think he will? —“ I 
think no ſuch matter,“ anſwered the ſecond; if fo be 
as how he puts a brace of bullets through your bows, 
and kills you fairly, it is no more murder * if I was 
*.to bring . a noddy from the main-topfail yard. — 
By this time Pallet's teeth chattered with ſuch violence, 
that he could ſcarce pronounce this reply, * Mr. Thomas, 
you ſeem to make very light of a man's life; but I truſt 
in the Almighty, I ſhall not be ſo eaſily brought down. 
Sure, many a man has fought a duel without loſing his 
life. Do you imagine that Fin ſuch a hazard of falling 
by the hand of my adverlary?'—* You may, or you may 
not,” ſaid the unconcerned Pipes, * jult as it happens. 
What then? Death is a debt that every man owes, ac- 
cording to the ſong ; and, if you ſet foot to foot, I think 
one of you mutt go to pot.'—* Foot to foot! exclaim- 
ed the territied painter; * that's downright butchery; and 
* I'll be damu'd before I bght any man on earth in ſuch 
© a barbarous way. What! d'ye take me to be a ſavage 
© beaſt ??* This declaration he made while they aſcended 
the ramparts. His attendant, perceiving the phytician 
and his ſecond at the diſtance of a hundred paces before 
them, gave him notice of their appearance, and adviſed 
him. to make ready, and behave like a man. Pallet in vain 
endeavoured to conceal his pannic, which diſcovered itſelf 
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in an univerſal trepidation of body, and the lamentable. 


tone 
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tone in which he anſwered this exhortation of Pipes, ſay- 
ing. I do behave like a man; but you would have me 
* act the part of a brute. Are they coming this way?“ 
When Tom told him that they had faced about, and ad- 
moniſhed him to advance, the nerves of his arm refuſed 
their office, he could not hold out his piſtol, and, inſtead 
of going forward, retreated with an inſenſibility of mo- 

tion, till Pipes, placing himſelf in the rear, ſet his own 
back to that of his principal, and ſwore he ſhould not 
budge an inch farther in that direction. 

While the valet thus tutored the painter, his maſter en- 
joyed the terrors of the phyſician, which were more ridi- 
culous than thoſe of Pallet, becauſe he was more intent 
upon diſguifing them. His declaration to Pickle in the. 


morning would not ſuffer him to ſtart any objections when 


he received the challenge ; and finding that the young 
gentleman made no offer of mediating the affair, but ra-- 
ther congratulated him on the 'occafion, When he commu- 
nicated the painter's billet, all his efforts conſiſted in ob- 


lique hints, and general reflections upon the abſurdity of 


duelling, which was firſt introduced among civilized na- 
tions by the barbarous Huns and Longobards. He like- 
wiſe pretended to ridicule the uſe of fire-arms, which con- 


founded all the diſtinctions of {kill and addreſs, and de- 


prived a combatant of the opportunity of ſignalizing his - 


perſonal proweſs. 


Pickle aſſented to the juſtneſs of his obſervations, but” 


at the ſame time repreſented the neceſſity of complying. 
with the cultoms of the world, (ridiculous as they were), 


on which a man's honour and reputation depend: fo that, 


ſeeing no hopes of profiting by that artifice, the republi- 


can's agitation became more and more remarkable, and” 


he propoſed in plain terms, that they ſhould contend in 
armour like the combatants of ancient days; for it was 
but reaſonable, that they ſhould practiſe the manner of 
fighting, ſince they adopted the diſpoſition of thoſe iron 
times, 

Nothing could have afforded more diverſion to our he- 
ro, than the ſight of two ſuch duelliſts eaſed in iron; and 
lie wiſhed that he had promoted the quarrel in Bruſſels, 
where he could have hired the armour of Charles V. and 
the valiaut duke of Parma, for their accommodation ; but 
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as there was no poſſibility of furniſhing them cap-a-pee 
at Antwerp, he perſuaded him to conform to the modern 
uſe of the ſword, and meet the painter on his own terms; 
and ſuſpecting that his fear would ſupply him with other 
excuſes for declining the combat, he comforted him with 
ſome diſtant inſinuations to the prejudice of his adverſary's 
courage, which would, in all probability evaporate, be- 
fore any miſchief could happen. 

Notwithſtanding this encouragement, he could not ſup - 
preſs the reluctance with which he went to the field, and 
caſt many a wiſhful look over his left ſhoulder, to ſee 
whether or not his adverſary was at his heels. When by 
the advice of his ſecond, he took poſſeſſion of the ground, 
and turned about with his face to the enemy, it was not ſo 
dark, but that Peregrine could perceive the unuſual pale- 
neſs of his countenance, and the ſweat ſtanding in large 
drops upon his forehead ; nay, there was a manifeſt diſ- 
order in his ſpeech, when he regretted his want of the 
Pila and Parma, with which he would have made a rat- 
tling noiſe, to aſtoniſh his foe, in ſpringing forward, and 
ſinging the hymn to battle, in the manner of the anciente, 

fo the mean time, obſerving the heſitation of his an- 
tagoniſt, who, far from advancing, ſeemed to recoil, and 
even ſtruggle with his ſecond, he gueſſed the ſituation of 
the painter's thoughts; and collecting all the manhood 
that he poſſeſſed, feized the opportunity of profiting by 
his enemy's conſternation. Striking his ſword and piſtol 
together, he advanced in a ſort of trot, raiſing a loud 
howl, in which he repeated, in lieu of the Spartan ſong, 
part of the ſtrophe from one of Pindar's Pythia, begin- 


ning with ek theon gar makanai paſai Broteais aretais, &c. 


This imitation of the Greeks had all the deſired effect 


upon the painter, who ſeeing the phyſician running to- 
wards him like a fury, with a piſtol in his right hand, 
which was extended, and hearing the dreadful yell he ut- 
tered, and the outlandiſh words he pronounced, was ſeized 
with an univerſal palſy of his limbs. He would have 
dropped down upon the ground, had not Pipes ſupported 
and encouraged him to ſtand upon his defence. "The doc- 
tor, contrary to his expectation, finding that he had not 
flinched from the ſpot, though he had now performed 
one half of his career, put in practice his laſt __— by 
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firiag his piſtol, the noiſe of which no ſooner reached the 
ears of the affrighted painter, than he recommended his 
ſoul to God, and roared for mercy with great vociferation, 

The republican, overjoyed at this exclamation, com- 
manded him to yield, aud ſurrender his arms, on pain of 
immediate death; upon which he threw away his piſtols 
and ſword, in fpite of all the admonitions and even threats 
of his ſecond, who left him to his fate, and went up to 
his maſter, Hopping his noſe with ſigus of loathing and 
avhorrences * 

The victor having won the Spolia Optima, granted him 
his life, on condition, that he would on his knees ſuppli- 
cate his pardon, acknowledge himſelf inferior to his con- 
queror in every virtue and qualihcation, and promiſe for 
the future to merit his favour by {ſubmiſhon and reſpect. 
Theſe inſolent terms were readily embraced by the unfor- 
tunate challenger, who fairly owned, that he was not at 
all calculated for the purpoſes of war, and that henceforth 
he would contend with no weapon but his pencil. He 
begged with great bumility that Mr. Pickle would not 
think the worte of his morals for this defect of courage, 
which was a natural infirmity inherited from his father, 
and ſuſpend his opinion of his talents, until he ſhould 
have an opportunity of contemplating the charms of his 
Cleopatra, which would be finifhed in leſs than three 
months. | 

Our hero obſerved with an afeRed air of diſpleaſure, 
that no man could be juſtly condemned for being ſubject 
to the imprefaons of tear; and therefore his cowardice 
might eafily be forgiven: but there was ſomething ſo 
preſumptuous, diſhoneſt and diſingenuous, in arrogatin 
a quality to which he knew he had not the ſmalleſt pre- 
tenſion, that he could not forget bis miſbehaviour all at 
once, though he would condeſcend to communicate with 
him as formerly, in hopes of ſeeing a reformation in his 
conduct. Pallet proteſted that there was no diſſimulation 
in the caſe; for he was ignorant of his own weakneſs, 
until his reſolution was put to trial: he faithfully promi- 
ſed to demean himſelf, during the remaining part of the 
tour, with that conſcious modeſty and penitence which 
became a perſon in his condition; and, for the preſent, 


1 implored 
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implored the aſſiſtance of Mr. Pipes, in diſembarraſſing 
him from the diſagreeable conſequence of his fear. 


C HAP. LXIV. 


The doctor exults in his victory. They ſet out for Rotterdam, 
where they are entertained by two Dutch gentlemen in a 
yacht, which is overturned in the Maeze, to the maniſeſt 
hazard of the painter's life. They ſpend the evening with 
their entertainers, and next day viſit a cabinet of curigſi- 
Hes. a 


# 3 OM was accordingly ordered to miniſter to his oc- 
caſions; and the conqueror, elated with his ſucceſs, 
which he in a great meaſure attributed to his manner of 
attack, and the hymn which he howled, told Peregrine, 
that he was now convinced of the truth of what Pindar 
ſung in theſe words, ofa de me 'pephileke Zeus, atuzontai 
Ban Pieridon aionta; for he had no ſooner begun to re- 
peat. the millifluent trains of that divine poet, than the 
wretch his antagoniſt was confounded, and his nerves un- 
ſtrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on the pru- 
dence and tranquillity of his own behaviour, and aſcribed 
the conſternation of Pallet to the remembrance of ſome 
crime that lay heavy upon his conſcience : for, in his opi- 
nion, a man of virtue and common ſenſe could not poſſi- 
bly be afraid of death, which is not only the peaceful 
harbour that receives him ſhattered on the tempeſtuous ſea 
of life, but alſo the eternal fea] of his fame and glory, 
which it is no longer in his power to forfeit and forego, 
He lamented his fate, in being doomed to live in ſuch 
degenerate days, when war is hecome a mercenary trade; 
and ardently wiſhed, that the day would come, when he 
ſhould have ſuch an opportunity of ſignalizing his cou- 
rage in the cauſe of liberty, as that of Marathon, where 


feated the whole ſtrength of the Perſian empire. Would 
* to heaven,” ſaid he, my muſe were bleſſed with an 
* occaſion ſo emulate that glorious teſtimony on the tro- 
phy in Cyprus, ere&ed by Cimon, for two great victo- 
© ries gained on the ſame day over the Perſians by ſea and 

Vor, II. G ; © land; 


a handful of Athenians, 22 their freedom, de- 
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land; in which it was very remarkable, that the great- 


* neſs of the occaſion has raiſed the manner of expreſſion 
above the uſual ſimplicity and modeſty of all other an- 
* cient inſcriptions.” He then repeated it with all the 
domp of declamation, and ſignified his hope, that the 
French would one day invade us with ſuch an army as 


that which Xerxes led into Greece, that it might be in 


his power to devote himſelf, like Leonidas, to the free- 
dom of his country. 

This memorable combat being thus determined, and 
every thing that was remarkable in Antwerp ſurveyed, 
they ſent their baggage down the Scheld to Rotterdam, 
and ſet out for the ſame place in a poſt waggon, which 
that ſame evening brought them in ſafety to the banks of 
the Maeze. hey put up at an Engliſh houſe of enter- 
tainment, remarkable for the modeſty and moderation of 
the landlord ; and next morning the doctor went in per- 
ſon, to deliver letters of recommendation to two Dutch 

entlemen, from one of his acquaintance at Paris. Nei— 
ther of them happened to be at home when he called; fo 
that he left a meſſage at their lodgings, with his addreſs; 
and in the afternoon they waited upon the company, and 
after many hoſpitable profeſſions, one of the two invited 


them to come and ſpend the evening at his houſe. 


Mean while they had provided a pleaſure-yacht, in 
which they propoſed to treat them with an excurſion up- 


on the Maeze. This being almoſt the only diverſon that 


place affords, our young gentleman reliſhed the propoſal ; 


and notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of Mr. Jolter, who 


declined the voyage on account of the roughneſs of the 
weather, they went on board without heſitation, and 
found a collation prepared in the cabin. While they 
tacked to and fro in the river, under the impulſe of a 
mackerel breeze, the phyſician expreſſed his ſatisfaction, 
and Pallet was raviſhed with the entertainment. But the 
wind increaſing, to the unſpeakable joy of the Dutchmen, 
who had now an opportunity of ſhewing their dexterity 


in the management of the veſſel, the gueſts found it in- 


convenient to ſtand upon the deck, and impoſſible to fit 
below, on account of the clouds of tobacco ſmoke which 
rolled from the pipes of therr entertainers, in ſuch volumes 


as annoyed them even to the hazard of ſuffocation. This 


fumigation, 
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fumigation, together with the extraordinary motion of 
the ip, began to affect the head and ſtomach of the 
painter, who begged carneſtly to be ſet on ſhore : but the 
Dutch gentlemen, who had no idea of his ſufferings, in- 
liited, with ſurpriſing obſtinacy of regard, upon his ſtay- 
ing until he ſhould tee an inſtance of the ikill of their ma- 
rincrs; and bringing him on deck, commanded the men 
to carry the veile]'s lee-gun-wale under the water. This 
nicety of navigation they inſtantly performed, to the ad- 
miration of Pickle, the diſcompoſure of the doctor, and 
terror of Pallet, who bleſſed himſelf from the curteſy of 
a Dutchman, and prayed to heaven for his deliverance. 
While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation of this 
feat, and the diſtreſs of the painter at the fame time, the 


yacht was overtaken by a ſudden ſquall, that overſet her 


in a moment, and flung every man- overboard into the 
Maeze, before they could have the, leaft warning of their 
fate, much leſs time to provide againſt the accident, Pe- 
regrine, who was an expert ſwimmer, reached the ſhore 
in ſafety ; the phylician, in the agontes of deſpair, laid 


filt hold on the trunk-breeches of one of the men, who. - 


dragged him to the other ſide ; the entertaizers landed at 
the bomb-quays, ſmoking their pipes ail the way with 
great deliberation ; and the poor painter maſt have gone 
to the bottom, hnd not he been encountered by the cable 
of a thip, that lay at anchor near the ſceae of their diſ- 
aller. Though his ſenſes had forſaken him, his hands 
taltened by initin& on this providential occurrence, which- 
he held with ſuch a convullive graſp, that when a boat 
was ſent out to bring him on ſhore, it was with the utmoſt. 
difficulty that his fingers were diſengaged. He was car- 
ned into a houſe, deprived of the ule of ſpeech, and be- 


reft of all ſeuſation; and being ſuſpended by the heels, a 


vaſt quantity of water ran out of his mouth. This eva- 


cuation being made, he began to utter dreadful groan, . 


which gradually increaſed to a continual roar z and after 
he had regained the uſe of his ſenſes, he underwent a de- 
lirium that laſted ſeveral hours. As for the treaters, they 


never dreamed of expreſſing the leaſt concern to Pickle or 
the phyſician for what had happened, becauſe it was an- 


accideut ſo common, as to paſs without. notice. 


G 2 Leaving. 


76 Tu: ADVENTURES or 


Leaving the care of the veſſel to the ſeamen, the com. 
pany retired to their reſpective lodgings, in order to ſhify 
their clothes; and in the evening our travellers were con- 
ducted to the houſe of their new friend, who, with a view 
af making his invitation the more agreeable, had aſſem- 
bled to the number of twenty or thirty Engliſhmen, of 
all ranks and degrees, from the merchant to the periwig- 
maker's apprentice. 

In the midſt of this congregation ſtood a chafing-diſh 
with live coals, for the convenience of lighting their pipes, 
and every individual was accommodated with a ſpitting- 
box. There was not a mouth in the room unfurniſhed 
with a tube, ſo that they reſembled a convocation. of Chi- 
meras breathing fire and ſmoke ; and our gentlemen were 
fuin to imitate their example in their own defence. It is 
not to be ſuppoſed that the converſation was either very 
fprightly or polite ; the whole entertainment was of the 
Dutch caſt, frowzy and phlegmatic: and our adventurer, 
as he returned to his lodging, tortured with the head-ach, 
and diſguſted with every circumſtance of his treatment, 
curſed the hour in which the doctor had ſaddled them 
with ſuch troubleſome companions. 

Next morning by eight o'clock, theſe polite Holland- 


ers returned the viſit, and after breakfaſt, attended their 
Engliſh friends to the houſe of a perſon that poſſeſſed a 


very curious cabinet of curiofities, to which they had ſe- 
cured our company's admifſion. The owner of this col- 
lection was a cheeſemonger, who received them in a wool- 
ten night-cap, with ſtraps buttoned under his chin, As 
he underſtood no language but his own, he told them, by 
the canal of one of their conductors, that he did not 


make a practice of ſhewing his curioſities ; but underſtand- 


ing that they were Englihmen, and recommended to his 
friends, he was content to ſubmit them to their peruſal. 
So ſaying, he led them up a dark ſtair, into a ſmall room, 
decorated with a few paltry figures in plaiſter of Paris, 
two or three miſerable landſcapes, the ſkins. of an otter, 
ſeal, and ſome fiſhes ſtuffed ; and in one corner ſtood a 


- glaſs-caſe, furniſhed with newts, frogs, lizzards, and ſer- 


pents, preſerved in ſpirits; a human foetus, a calf with 


two heads, and about two dozen of butterflies pinned up- 


en paper, 


The 
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The virtuoſo, having exhibited theſe particulars, eyed 
the ſtrangers with a look ſoliciting admiration and ap- 
plauſe, and, as he could not perceive any ſymptoms of ei— 
ther in their geſtures or countenances, withdrew a curtain, 
and diſplayed a wainſcot cheſt of drawers, in which he 

ave them to underſtand, was ſomething that would agree- 
ably amuſe the imagination. Our travellers, regaled with 
this notice, imagined that they would be entertained with 
the ſight of ſome. curious medals, or other productions of 
antiquity ; but how were they diſappointed, when they 
ſaw nothing but a variety of ſhells, diſpoſed in whimfical 
figures, in each drawer! After he had detained them fail 
two hours with a tedious commentary upon the ſhape, - 
fize, and colour of each department, he, with a ſuperci- 
lious ſimper, defired, that the Englith gentlemen would 
frankly and candidly declare whether his cabinet, or that 
of Mynheer Sloane at London, was the molt valuable? 
When this requeſt was ſignified in Engliſh to the compa- 
ny, the painter inſtantly exclaimed, .* By the Lard! they 
© are not to be named of a day: and, as for that matter, 
© ] would not give.one corner of Saltero's coffeehouſe, at 
© Chelſea, for all the traſh he hath ſhewn.* Peregrine, 
unwilling to mortify any perſon who had done his endea- 
vour to pleaſe him, obſerved, that what they had ſeen was 
very curious and entertaining, but that no private collec- 
tion in Europe was equal to that of Sir Hans Sloane, 
which, excluſive of preſents, had colt a hundred thouſand 
pounds. The two-conductors were confounded at this aſ— 
ieveration, which being communicated to the cheeſemon- 
ger, he ſhook his head with a ſignificant grin, and, though - 
ie did not chuſe to expreſs his incredulity in words, gave 
our hero to underſtand, that he did not much depend up- 
on his veracity. . | 

From the houſe of this Dutch naturaliſt they were drag- - 
ged all round the city by the painful civility of their at- 
tcadants, who did not quit them till the evening was well 
advanced, and then not till aſter they had promiſed to 
be with them before ten o*'tlock next day, in order to con- 
duct them to a country-houſe, ſituated in a pleaſant village 
on the other ſide of the river. | 


Pickle was already ſo much fatigued with their hoſpi- 
tality, that, for the firſt time of his life, he ſuffered a de- 
G 3 jection 
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jection of ſpirits, and reſolved, at any rate, to avoid the 
threatened perſecution of to-morrow. With this view he 
ordered his ſervants to pack up ſome clothes and linen in 
a portmanteau, and in the morning embarked, with his 
governor, in the Treckſkuyt, for the Hague, whither he 
pretended to be called by ſome urgent occafion, leavin 

his fellow-travellers to make his apology to their friends, 
and affuring them, that he would not proceed for Am- 
ſterdam without their, ſociety. He arrived at the Hague 
in the forenoon, and dined at an ordinary frequented by 
ofſicers aud people of faſhion, where being informed, that 
the princeſs would ſee company in the evening, he dreſſed 
himfelf in a rich ſuit of the Parifian cut, and went to 
court without any introduction. A perſon of his appear- 
ance could not fait to attract the notice of ſuch a ſmall 
circle. The prince himſelf, underſtanding he was an Eng- 
liſhman and a ſtranger, went up to him without ceremony, 
and, baving welcomed him to the place, converſed with 
him, for {ſome minutes, on the common topics of diſcourſe. 


CH A-P. . 


They procerd to the Hague; from whence they depart for Am- 
- fterdam, where they ſee a Dutch tragedy— Vifit the mnſic 
horſe, in which Peregrine quarrels with the captain of a 
man of war. They paſs through Haerlem, in their way 
4% Leyden—Return to Rotterdam, where the company 


ſeparates, and our hero, with his attendants, arrives it 
ſafety at Harwich. 


23 E ING joined by their fellow-travellers, in the morn- 
B ing they made a tour to all the remarkable places 
in this celebrated village, ſaw the foundery, the Stadt- 
houſe, the Spinhuys, Vauxhall, and Count Bentinck's 
gardens, and in the evening went to the French comedy, 
which was directed by a noted Harlequin, who had found 
means to flatter the Dutch taſte ſo effectually, that they 
extolled him as the greateſt actor that ever appeared in 
the province of Holland. "This famous company did not 
repreſent regular theatrical pieces, but only a ſort of im- 
promptu's, in which this noted player always performed 
the greateſt part of the entertainment, Among other _ 

ke 


— — 
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ligs of wit that eſcaped him, there was one circumſtance 


ſo remarkably adapted to the diſpoſition and genius of his 


audience, that it were pity to paſs it over in filence. A 
windmill being exhibited on the ſcene, Harlequin, after 
having ſurveyed it with.curiofity and admiration, atks one 


of the millers the uſe of that machine; and, being told 


that it was a windmill, obſerves with ſome. concern, that, 
as there was not the leaſt breath of wind, he could not 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing it turn round. Urged by this 
conſideration, he puts himſelf into the attitude of a perſon 
wrapt in profound meditation, and, having continued a 
few ſeconds in this poſture, runs to the miller with great 


eagerneſs and joy, and, teling him that he had found an. 


expedient to make his mill work, very fairly unbuttons 
his breeches; then, preſenting his poſteriors to the fails 
of the machine, certain exploſions are immediately heard, 
and the arms of the mill begin to turn round, to the infi- 
nite ſatisfaction of the ſpectators, who approve the joke 
with loud peals of applauſe. 

Our travellers-ſtayed a few days at the Hague, during 
which the young gentleman waited on the Buitiſh cab 
ſador, to whom he was recommended by his excellency at 
Paris, and loſt about thirty guineas at billiards to a 
French adventurer, who decoyed him into the ſnare by 
keeping up his game. Then they departed in a poſt-wag- 
gon for Amſterdam, being provided with letters of intro- 
duction to an Engliſh merchant refiding in that city, un- 
der whoſe aufpices they viſited every thing worth ſeeing, 
and, among other excurſions, went to fee a Dutch trage- 
dy acted, an entertainment which, of all others, had the 
itranzeit effe&t upon the organs of our hero; the dreſs of 
their chief perſonages was ſo antic, their manner ſo auk- 
wardly abſurd, and their language ſo ridiculouſſy unfit for 
conveying the ſentiments of love and honour, that Pere- 
grine's nerves were diuretically affected with the compli- 
cated abſurdity, and he was compelled ta withdraw twenty 
times before the catallrophe of the piece. 

Phe ſubject of this performance was the famous ſtory of 
Scipio's continence and virtue, in reſtoring the fair cap- 
tive to her lover. The young Roman hero was repreſent- 
ed by a broad - faced Batavian, in a burgo-maſter's gown 
and a ſur- cap, ſitting fmoking his pipe at a table farnithed 

with 


* 
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with a cann of beer, a drinking-glaſs and a plate of to- 
bacco : the lady was ſuch a perſon as Scipio might very 


well be ſuppoſed to give away, without any great effort 
of generoſity; and indeed the Celtiberian prince ſeemed 
to be of that opinion; for, upon receiving her from the 
hand of the victor, he diſcovered none of thoſe tranſports 
of gratitude and joy which Livy deſcribes in recounting 
this event. The Dutch Scipio, however, was complaiſant 
enough in his way; for he deſired her to fit at his right 
hand, by the appellation of ya b, and, with his own 
fingers filling a clean pipe, preſented it to Mynheer Allu- 
cio the lover. The reſt of the economy of the piece was 
in the ſame taſte, which was ſo agreeable to the audience, 
that they ſeemed to have ſhaken off their natural phlegm, 
in order to applaud the performance. | 
From the play our company adjourned to the houſe of 
their friend, where they ſpent the evening; and the, con- 
verſation turning upon poetry, a Dutchman who was pre- 
ſent, and underitood the Engliſh language, having liſten- 
ed very attentively to the diſcourſe, lifted up with both 


hands the 2 part of a Cheſhire cheeſe that lay upon 


the table, ſaying, I do know vat is boetrie. Mine bro- 
tre be a great boet, and ave vrought a book as dick as 
© all dat.” Pickle, diverted with this method of eſtimating 
an author accurding to the quantity of his works, 1nquired 
about the ſubjects of this bard's writings; but of theſe his 


brother could give no account, or other information, but. 


that there. was little market for the commodity, which 


hung heavy upon his hands, and induced him to_wiſh he 


had applied himſelf to another trade 


The only remarkable ſcene in Amſterdam, which our 
company had not ſeen, was the Spuyl or mufic-houſes, 
which, by the connivance of the magiſtrates, are main-- 


tained for the recreation of thoſe who might attempt the 
chaſtity of creditable women, if they were not provided 
with ſuch conveniences. To one of theſe night-houſes did 
our travellers repair under the conduct of the Engliſh mer- 
chant,. and were introduced into ſuch another place as the 


ever-memorable coffechouſe of Moll King, with this dif- 


ference, that the company here were not ſo riotous as the 
Bucks of Covent-Garden, but formed themſelves into a 


circle, within which ſome of the number danced to the 
| muſic. 
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muſic of a ſcurvy organ and a few other inftruments, that 
uttered tunes very ſuitable to the diſpoſition of the hear- 
ers, while the whole apartment was ſkrouded with clouds 
of ſmoke impervious to the view. When our gentlemen 
entered, the floor was occupied by two females and their 
gallants, who, in the performance of their exerciſe, lifted 
their legs like ſo many oxen at plough ; and the pipe of 
one of theſe hoppers happening to be exhauſted, in the 
midſt of his ſaraband, he very deliberately drew forth his 
tobacco-box, filling and lighting it again, without any 
interruption to the dance. Peregrine being unchecked by 
the preſence of his governor, who was too tender of his 
own reputation to attend them in this expedition, made 
up to a ſprightly French girl that ſat in ſeeming expec- 
tation of a cuſtomer, and, prevailing upon her to be his 
partner, Jed her into the circle, and, in his turn, took the 
opportunity of dancing a minuet, to the admiration of all 
preſent. He intended to have exhibited another ſpecimen 
of his ability in this art, when a captain of a Dutch man 
of war chancing to come in, and ſeeing a N _ 
ged with the lady whom, it ſeems, he had beſpoke for his 
bedfellow, he advanced without any ceremony, and, fei- 
zing her by the arm, pulled her to the other fide of the 
room. Our adventurer, who was not a man to put up with 
ſuch a brutal affront, followed the raviſher with indigna- 
tion in his eyes, and, pufhing him on one fide, retook the 
ſubject of their conteſt, and led her back to the place 
from whenee ſhe had been dragged. The Dutchman, en- 
raged at the youth's preſumption, obeyed the firſt dictates 
of his choler, and lent his rival a hearty box on the ear, 
which was immediately repaid with intereſt, before our 
hero could recolle& himſelf ſufficiently to lay his hand up- 
on his ſword, and beckon the aggreffor to the door. 
Notwithſtanding the confuſion and diſorder which this 
affair produced in the room, and the endeavours of Pic- 
kle's company, who interpoſed in order to prevent blood- 
ſhed, the antagoniſts reached the firect ; and Peregrine, 
drawing, was ſurprized to ſee the captain advance againſt 
him with a long knife, which he preferred to the ſword 
that hung by bis fide. The youth, confounded at this. 
prepoſterous behaviour, defired him, in the French tongue, 
to lay aſide that vulgar implement, and approach like a 
gentleman: 
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gentleman: but the Hollander, who neither undefſtood 
the propoſal, nor would have complied with his demand 
had he been made acquainted with his meaning, ruſhed 
forward like a, deſperado, before his adverſary could put 
himſelf on his guard; and, if the young gentleman. had 
not been endued with ſurprizing agility, his noſe would 
have fallen a ſacrifice to the fury of the aſſailant. Find- 
ing himſelf in ſuch imminent jeopardy, he leaped to one 
ſide, and the Dutchman paſſing bim, in the force of his 
career, he with one nimble kick made ſuch application to 
his enemy's heels, that he flew like lightning into the ca- 
nal, where he had almoſt periſhed by pitching upon one 
of the poſts with which it was faced. 

Peregrine, having performed this exploit, did not ſtay 
for the captain's coming on ſhore, but retreated with all 
diſpatch by the advice of his conductor, and next day em- 
barked with his companions, in the Skuyt, for Haerlem, 
where they dined, and in the evening arrived at the an- 
cient city of Leyden, where they met with ſome Englith 
ſtudents, who treated them with great hoſpitality. Not 
but that the harmony of the converſation was that ſame 
night interrupted by a diſpute that aroſe between one of 
thoſe young gentlemen and the phyſician, about the cold 
and hot methods of preſcription in the-gout and rheuma- 
tiſm, and proceeded to ſuch a degree of mutual reviling, 
that Pickle, aſhamed and incenſed at his fellow-traveller's 
want of urbanity, eſpouſed the other's cauſe, and openly 
rebuked him for his unmannerly petulance, which (he 
ſaid) rendered him unfit for the purpoſes, and unworthy 
of the benefit of ſociety. This unexpected declaration 
overwhelmed the doctor with amazement and confuſion ; 
he was inltantaneoufly deprived of his ſpeech, and, during 
the remaining part of the partie, ſat in ſilent mortification. 
In all probability he deliberated with bimſelf, whether or 
not he ſhould expoſtulate with the young gentleman on 
the freedom he had taken with his character in a company 
of {trangers ; but, as he knew he had not a Pallet to deal 
with, he very prudently ſuppreſſed that ſuggeſtion, and in 
ſecret chewed the cud of reſentment. 

After they had vitited the phylic garden, the univerſi- 
ty, the anatomical hall, and every other thing that was 
recommended to their view, they returned to. Rotterdam 

an 
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and held a conſultation upon the method of tranſportin 
theinſelves to England. The doctor, whoſe grudge ke 
Peregrine was rather inflamed than allayed by. our hero's 
indifference and neglect, had tampered with the ſimplicity 
of the painter, who was proud of his advances towards a 
perfect reconciliation ; and now took the opportunity of 
parting with our adventurer, by declaring, that he and his 
friend Mr. Pallet were reſolved to take their paſſage in a 
trading floop, after he had heard Peregrine object againſt 
that tedious, diſagreeable, and uncertain method of con- 
veyance. Pickle immediately ſaw his intention, and, with- 
out uſing the leaſt r er we. to diſſuade them from their 
deſign, or expreſſing the ſmalleſt degree of concern at their 
ſeparation, very coolly wiſhed them a proſperous voyage, 
and ordered his baggage to be ſent to Helvoetſluys. There 
he himſelf and his retinue went on board of the packet 
next day, and, by the favour of a fair wind, in eighteen 
hours arrived at Harwich. 


CHAT LAY 


Peregrine delivers his letters of recommendation at London, 
and returns to the garriſan, to the unſpeakable joy of the 
commodore and his whole family. 


OW that our hero found himſelf on Engliſh ground, 

his heart dilated with the proud recollection of his 

own improvement ſince he left his native ſoil. He began 
to recognize the intereſting ideas of his tender years ; he 
enjoyed by anticipation the pleaſure of ſeeing his friends 
in the garriſon, after an abſence of eighteen months; and 
the image of his charming Emily, which other leſs wor- 
thy conſiderations had depreſſed, reſumed the full poſſeſſion 
of his breaſt. - He remembered with ſhame, that he had 
neglected the correſpondence with her brother, which he 
himſelf had ſolicited, and in conſequence of which he had 
received a letter from that young gentleman while he lived 
at Paris. In ſpite of theſe . ie reflections, he 
was too ſelf-ſufficient to think he ſhould find any difficulty 
in obtaining forgiveneſs for ſuch fins of omiſſion, and be- 
gan to imagine, that his paſſion would be prejudicial to 
the dignity of his ſituation, if it could not be gratified 
| upon 
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upon terms which formerly bis imagination durſt not con- 
ceive. 

Sorry Lam, that the taſk I have undertaken lays me 
under the neceſſity of divulging this degeneracy in the 
ſentiments of our imperious youth, who was now in the 
heyday of his blood, fluſhed with the conſciouſneſs of his 
own qualifications, vain of his fortune, and elated on the 
wings of imaginary expectation. Though be was deeply 
enamoured of Miſs Gauntlet, he was far from propoſing 
her heart as the ultimate aim of his. gallantry, which (he 
did not doubt) would triumph over \ molt illuſtrious fe- 
males of the land, and at once regale his appetite and am- 
bition. 

Mean while, being willing to make his appearance at 
the garriſon equally {urprizing and agreeable, he caution- 
ed Mr. Jolter agaiuſt writing to the commodore, who had 
not heard of them fince their departure from Paris, and 
hired a poſt- chaiſe and horſes for London. The governor, 
going out to give orders about the carriage, inadvertently 
left a paper-book open upon the table, and his 1 * caſt- 
ing his eyes upon the page, chanced to read theſe words: 
Sept. 15. Arrived in ſafety, by the bleſſing of God, in 
this unhappy kingdom of England: and thus concludes 
the journal of my laſt peregrination.“ Peregrine's curio- 
ſity being inflamed by this extraordinary concluſion, he 
turned to the beginning, and, peruſed ſeveral ſheets of a 
diary, ſuch as is commonly kept by that claſs of people 


known by the denomination of travelling governors, for ll 


the ſatisfaction of themſelves and the parents or guardians 
of their pupils, and for the ediſication and entertainment 
of their friends. | 
That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr. Jolter's 
erformance, we ſhall tranſcribe the tranſactions of one 
| 3 as he had recorded them; and that abſtract will be 
a ſufficient ſpecimen of the whole plan and execution of 
the work. 
May 3. At eight o'clock ſet out from Bologne in a 
« poſt-chaiſe: the morning hazy and cold. Fortified my 
« ſtomach with a cordial. Recommended ditto to Mr. P. 
« as an antidote againſt the fog. Mem. He refuſed it. 
© The hither horſe greaſed in the off. paſtern of the hind- 
© leg. Arrive at Samers. Mew, This laſt was a por | 
a. ; . * 
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and a half, i. e. three leagues, or nine Engliſh miles. 
© The day clears * A fine champaign country, well 

ſtored with corn. The poſtilion ſays his prayers in paſſ- 
ing by a wooden crucifix upon the road. Mem. The 
horſes ſtaled in a ſmall brook that runs in a bottom be- 
twixt two hills. Arrive at Cormont. A common poſt. 
A diſpute with my pupil, who is obſtinate, and ſwayed 
by an unlucky prejudice. Proceed to Montreuil, where 
we dine on choice pigeons. A very moderate charge. 
No chamber-pot in the room ; owing to the negligence 
of the maid. This an ordinary poſt. Set out again for 
Nampont. Troubled with flatulences and indigeſtion, 
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the breaking of wind backwards. From Nampont de- 
part for Bernay, at which place we arrive in the even- 
ing, and propoſe to ſtay all night. N. B. The two laſt 
are double poſts, and our cattle very willing, though not 
ſtrong. Sup on a delicate 1 * and excellent partrid- 
es, in company with Mr. H. and his 8 Mem. 
The ſaid H. trod upon my corn by miſtake. Diſcharge 
the bill, which is not very reaſonable. Diſpute with 
Mr. P. about giving money to the ſervant : he inſiſts 
upon my giving a twenty-four-ſol piece, which is too 
much, by two thirds, in all conſcience. N. B. She was 
© a pert baggage, and did not deſerve a liard.“ | 
Our hero was ſo much diſobliged with certain circum- 
ſtances of this amuſing and inſtructing journal, that, by 
way of puniſhing the author, he interlined theſe words 
betwixt two paragraphs, in a manner that exactly reſem- 
bled the tutor's hand writing: Mem. Had the pleaſure 
of drinking myſelf into a ſweet intoxication, by toaſting 
* our lawful king, and his royal family, among ſome 
* worthy Engliſh fathers of the ſociety of Jeſus.” 
Having en this revenge, he ſet out for London, 
where he waited upon thoſe noblemen to whom he had 
letters of recommendation from Paris; and was not only 
Er received, but even loaded with careſſes and prot- 
ers of ſervice, becauſe they underſtood he was a young 
gentſeman of fortune, who, far from ſtanding in need of 
their countenance or aſſiſtance, would make an uſeful and 
creditable addition to the number of their adherents. He 
had the honour of dining at their tables, in conſequence 
Vor. II, N . " of 
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of preſſing invitations, and of ſpending ſeveral evenings 
with the ladies, to whom he was 3 agreeable on 
account of his perſon, addreſs, and bleeding freely at play. 
Being thus initiated in the beau monde, he thought it 
was high time to pay his refpe&s to bis — 2 
factor the commodore, and accordingly departed one 
morning, with his train, for the garriſon, at which he ar- 
rived in ſafety the ſame night. When he entered the 
Fate, which was opened by a new ſervant that did not 
now him, he found his old friend Hatchway talking in 
the yard, with a night-cap on his head, and a pipe in his 
mouth; and, advancing to him, took him by the hand 
before he had any intimation of his approach. The lieu- 
0 tenant, thus ſaluted by a r ſtared at him in ſilent 
5 aſtoniſhment, till he recollected his features, which were 
f no ſooner known, than, daſhing the pipe upon the pave- 
ment, he exclaimed, * Smite my croſs-tree! th'art wel- 
| come to port,“ and hugged him in his arms with great 
7 affection. He then, by a cordial ſqueeze, expreſſed his 
ſatisfaction at ſeeing his old ſhipmate Tom, who applying 
his whiſtle to his mouth, the whole caſtle echoed with his 
. performance. i | 
J Tbe ſervants, hearing the well-known ſound, poured 
i ,out in a tumult of joy, and, underſtanding that their 
| 
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young maſter was returned, raiſed ſuch a peal of accla- 
mation as aſtoniſhed the commodore and his lady, and in- 
ſpired Julia with ſuch an intereſting preſage, that her heart 
began to throb with violence. Running out in the hurry 
and perturbation of her hope, ſhe was ſo much overwhelm- 
1 ed at ſight of her brother, that ſhe actually fainted in his 
j arms. But from this trance ſhe ſoon awaked ; and Pere- 
rine, having teflified his pleaſure and affection, went up 
fairs, and preſented himſelf before his godfather and 
aunt. Mrs. Trunnion roſe and received him with a gra- 
cious embrace, bleſſing God for his happy return from a 
land of impiety and vice, in which ſhe hoped his morals 
had not been corrupted, nor his principles of religion al- 
tered or impaired. The old gentleman, being contined to 
his chair, was ſtruck dumb with pleaſure at his appear- 
ance, and, having made divers ineffectual efforts to get up» 
zat length diſcharged a volley of curſes againſt ”, * 
ee U : | limb 
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limbs, and held out his hand to his godſon, who kiſſed it 


with great reſpect. THR 

After he had finiſhed his apoſtrophe to the gout, which 111 
was the daily and hourly ſubje& of his execrations; Well, th 
my lad,” ſaid he, I care not how ſoon I go to bottom, 1 
now I behold thee ſafe in harbaur again: and yet I tell 
« a damn'd lie. I would I could keep afloat until I ſhould 
« ſee a luſty boy of thy begetting. Odds my timbers! 
© I love thee ſo well, that I believe thou art the ſpawn of 
© my own. body, though I can give no account of thy 
being put upon the ſtocks.” Then turning his eye upon 
Pipes, who by this time had penetrated into his apartment, 
and addreſſed him with the uſual ſalutation of What 
© cheer? *—* Ahey!” cried he, are you there you her- 
© ring-faced ſon of. a ſea-calf? - What a ſlippery trick you 
played your old commander! But- come, you dog, 
© there's my filt ;..I forgive you for the love you bear to 
my godſon. Go man your tackle, and hoiſt a caſk of 
* ſtrong beer into the yard, knock out the bung, and put 
© a pump in it for the uſe of all my ſervants and neigh- 
© bours: and, d'ye hear, let the patereroes be fired, and 
* the garriſon illuminated, as rejaicings for the ſafe arri - 
© val of your maſter. By the Lord! if I had the uſe of 
* theſe damned ſhambling ſhanks, I would dance a horn- 
pipe with the beſt-of- you.“ 

The next obje& of his attention was Mr. Jolter, who 
was honoured with particular marks of diſtinction, and 
the repeated promiſe of enjoying the living in his gift, as 
an acknowledgment of the care and diſcretion with which 
he had ſuperintended the education and morals of our he- 
ro. The governor was ſo affected by the generoſity of his 
patron, that the tears ran down his cheeks, while he ex- 
preſſed his 8 and the infinite ſatisfaction he felt 
in contemplating the accompliſhments of his pupil. 

Mean while Pines did not negle& the orders he had re- 
ceived : the beer was produced, the gates were thrown 
open for the admiſſion of all comers, the whole houſe was 
lighted up, and the patereroes were diſcharged in repeated 
vollies, Such phenomena could not fail to attract the no- 
tice of the neighbourhood. The club at Tunley's were 
aſtoniſhed at the report of the guns, which produced va- 
rious conjectures among the members of that ſagacious ſo- 
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ciety. The landlord obſerved, that jn all likelihood the 


commodore was vitited by hobgoblins, and ordered the 
guns to be fired in token of diſtreſs, as he had acted twen- 
ty years before, when he was annoyed by the ſame grie- 
vance. The exciſeman, with a waggiſh ſneer, expreſſed 
his apprehenſion of Truanion's death, in conſequence of 
which the patereroes might be diſcharged with an equivo- 
cal intent, either as — of his lady's ſorrow or rejoicing, 
The attorney ſignified a ſuſpicion of Hatchway's being 
married to Mils Pickle, and that the firing and illumina- 
tions were in honour of the nuptials: upon which Gama- 
liel diſcovered ſome faint ſigus of emotion, and, taking 
the pipe from his mouth, gave it as his opinion, that his 
ſiſter was brought to bed. 

While they were thus bewildered in the maze of their 
own imaginations, a company of countrymen, who fat 
drinking 1n the kitchen, and whoſe legs were more ready 
than their invention, ſallied out to know the meaning of 
theſe exhibitions. Underſtanding that there was a butt of 
ſtrong beer a-broach in the yard, to which they were in- 
vited by the ſcrvants, they ſaved themſelves the trouble 
and expence of returning to ſpend the evening at the pub- 
lic houſe, and liſted themſelves under the banner of Tom 


Pipes, who preſided as director of this feſtival. 
The news of Peregrine's return being communicated ts 
the pariſh, the parſon and three or four neighbouring 
gentlemen, who were well-wiſhers to our hero, immediately 
repaired to the garrifon in order to pay their compliments 
on this happy event, and were detained to ſupper. An 
elegant entertainment was prepared by the direction of 
Mis Julia, who was an excellent houſewife ; and the com- 
modore was ſo invigorated with joy, that he ſeemed to 
have renewed his age. 

Among thoſe who bonoured the occaſion with his pre. 
ſence was Mr. Clover, the young gentleman that made his 
addreſſes to Peregrine's ſiſter. "His heart was ſo big with 


his paſſion, that, while the reſt of the company were 10- 
groſſed by their cups, he ſeized an opportunity of our he- 
ro's being detached from the converſation, and, in the im- 
patience of his love, conjured him to conſent to his hap» 
pineſs, proteſting, that he would comply with any terms 
of ſettlement, that a man of his fortune could _— in 
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favour of a young lady who was abſolute miſtreſs of his 
affection. * 

Our youth thanked him very politely for his favourable 
ſentiments and honourable intention towards his ſiſter, and 
told him, that at preſent he ſaw no reaſon to obſtru his 
deſire ; that he would conſult Julia's own inclinations, 
and confer with him about the means. of gratifying his 
wiſh; but in the mean time begged to be excuſed from 
diſcufliog any point of ſuch importance to them both, 
Reminding him of the jovial purpoſe on which they were 
happily met, he promoted ſuch a quick circulation of the 
bottle, that their mirth grew noiſy and obſtreperous; they 
broke forth into repeated peals of laughter, without any 
previous incitement except that of claret. Theſe explo- 
lions were ſucceeded by Bacchanahan fongs, in which the 
old gentleman himſelf-attempted to bear a ſhare ; the ſe- 
date governor ſnapped time with his fingers, and the pa- 
riſh prieſt aſſiſted in the chorus with a molt expreſſive na- 
kedueſs of countenance. Before midnight they were almoſt 
all pinned to their chairs, as if they had been fixed by the 
power of inchantment ; and- what rendered the confine- 
ment ſtill more unfortunate, every ſervant in the houſe was + 
inthe ſame fituation;-ſo that they were fain to take their 
repoſe as they ſat, and nodded. at each other like a con- 
pregation of Anabaptiſts. „ : 

Next day Peregrine communed with his ſiſter on the 
ſubject of her match with Mr. Clove, who (ſhe told him) 
had offered to ſettle a jointure of 400 pounds, and take 
her to wife, without- any expectation of a dowry. - She, 
moreover, gave him to underſtand, that in his abſence ſhe- 
had received. ſeveral meſſages from her mother, command- - 
ing her to return to her father's houſe, but that ſhe had 
refuſed to obey theſe orders, by the advice and injunction 
of her aunt and the commodore, which were indeed ſe- 
conded by her own inclination, becauſe ſne had all the 
reaſon in the world to believe, that her mother only want 
ed an opportunity of treating her with ſeverity and ran- 
cour. The reſentment of that lady bad been carried. to 
ſuch indecent lengths, that, ſeeing her daughter at church 
one day, ſhe roſe up before the parſon entered, and reviled : 
her with great bitterneſs in the face of the whole congre- - 
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Sees his ſofter happily married. V. ifits Emilia, who receives 
| him according to his deſerts. 


ER brother being of opinion, that Mr. Clover's pro- 
H poſal was not to be neglected, eſpecially as Julia's 
heart was engaged in his favour, communicated the affair 
to his uncle, who, with the approbation of Mrs. 'Trun. 
nion, declared himſelf well ſatisfied with the young man's 
addreſſes, and defired that they might be buckled with all 
expedition, without the knowledge or concurrence of her 
parents, to whom (on account of their unnatural barba- 
rity) ſhe was not bound to pay the leaſt regard. Though 
our adventurer entertained the fame ſentiments of the 
matter, and the lover, 8 ſome obſtruction, earneſtly 
begged the immediate condeſcenſion of his miſtreſs, ſhe 
cools not be prevailed upon to take ſuch a material ſtep, 
without having firſt ſolicited the permiſſion of her father, 
reſolved, nevertheleſs, to comply with the dictates of her 
own heart, ſhould his objections be frivolous or unjuſt. 
Urged by this determination, her admirer waited upon 
Mr. Gamaliet at the public houſe, and, with the appear- 
ance of great deference and reſpect, made him acquainted 
with his affection for his daughter, communicate the par- 
ticulars of his fortune, with the terms of ſettlement he was 
ready to make, and in concluſion told him, that he would 
marry her without a portion. This laſt offer ſec med to 
have ſome weight with the father, who received it with 
civility, and promiſed in a day or two to favour him with 
a final anſwer to his demand. He accordingly that fame 
evening conſulted his wife, who, being exaſperated at the 
proſpe& of her daughter's independency, argued with the 
molt virulent expoſtulation againſt the match, as an impu- 
dent ſcheme of her own planning, with a view of inſulting 
her parents, towards whom ſhe had already been guilty of 
the molt vicious diſobtdience. In ſhort, ſhe ufed ſuch re- 
monſtrances as not only averted this weak huſband's ineli- 
nation from the propoſal which he had reliſhed before, but 
even inſtigated him to apply for a warrant to * 
' 1s 
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his daughter, on the ſuppoſition that ſhe was about to be- 
ſtow herſelf in marriage without his privity or conſent. 
The juſtice of peace to whom this application was made, 
though he could not refuſe the order, yet, being no 
ſtranger to the malevolence of the mother, which, toge- 
ther with Gamaliel's ſimplicity, was notorious in the 
county, he ſent an intimation of what had happened to 
the garriſon z upon which a couple of centinels were pla- 
ced on the gate, and at the preſſing ſolicitation of the 
lover, as well as the deſire of the commodore, her brother 
and aunt, Julia was wedded without further delay ; the 
ceremony being performed by Mr. Jolter, becauſe the 
pariſh- prieſt prudently declined any occaſion of giving 
offence,” and the curate was too much in the intereſt of 
their enemies to be employed in that office. 
This domeſtic concern being ſettled to the ſatisfaction 
of our hero, he eſcorted her next day to the houſe of her 
huſband, who immediately wrote a letter to her father, 
declaring his reaſons for having thus ſuperſeded his autho- 
rity ; and Mrs. Pickle's mortification was unſpeakable. 
That the new-married couple might be guarded againſt 
all inſult, our young gentleman and his friend Hatchway, 
with their adherents, lodged in Mr. Clover's houſe for 
ſome weeks; during which they. viſited their acquaint - 
ance in the neighbourhood, according to cuſtom. When 
the tranquillity of their family was perfectly eſtabliſhed, 
and the contract of marriage executed in the preſence of 
the old commodore and his lady, who gave her mece five 
hundred pounds to purchaſe jewels — clothes, Mr. Pe- 
regrine could no longer reſtrain his impatience to ſee his 
dear Emily; and told his uncle, that next day he propo- 
ied to ride acroſs the country, in order to viſit his friend 
Gauntlet, from whom he had not heard of a long time. 
The old gentleman looking ſtedfaſtly in his face, Ah! 
damn your cunning,” ſaid he, I 6nd the anchor holds 
faſt: I did ſuppole as how you would have flipt your 
© cable, and changed your birth; but, I fee, when a 
young fellow is once brought up by a pretty wench, he 
may man his capſtands — viol block, if he wool; but 
* hell as ſoon heave up the Pike of Teneriff, as bring his 
auchor aweigh! Odds heartlikins! had I known the 
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* young woman was Ned Gauntlet's daughter, I ſhouldn't”. al 
have thrown out ſignal for leaving off chace.” tl 
Our adventurer was not a ſittle ſurpriſed to hear the 0 


commodore talk in this ſtile; and immediately conjectu- 
red, that his friend Gadfrey had informed him of the. h 
whole affair. Inſtead of liſtening to this approbation of n 
his flame, with thoſe tranſports of joy which he would- L 
have felt, had he retained his former ſentiments, he was' . 
chagrin'd at Trunnion's delaration, and offended at the } 
en Mrd of the young ſoldier, in preſuming to diſcloſe: 0 
the ſecret with which he had entruſted him. Reddening- 
with theſe reflections, he aſſured the commodore, that he- 
never had ſerious thoughts of matrimony: ſo that if any: | 
perſon had told him he was under any engagement of that 
kind, he had abuſed his ear; for he proteſted, that he 
would never contract ſuch attachments, without his know- - 
ww and expreſs permiſſion. 

Trunnion commended him for his prudent reſolution, , 
and obſerved, that though no perſon mentioned to him 
what promiſes had paſſed betwixt him and his ſweetheart: 
it was very plain that he had made love to her; and there- 
fore, it was to be ſuppoſed, that his intentions were ho- 
nourable: for, he could not believe he was ſuch a rogue 
in his heart, as to endeavour to debauch the daughter of 
a brave officer, who had ſerved his country with credit 
and reputation. Notwithſtanding this remonſtrance, which 
Pickle imputed to the commodore's ignorance of the 
world, he ſet out for the habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet, 
with the unjuſtifiable ſentiments of a man of pleaſure, 
who facritices every conſideration to the deſire of his ru- 
ling appetite ;; and as Wincheſter lay in his way, reſolved 
to viſit ſome of his friends-who lived in that place. It 
was in the houte of one of theſe, that he was informed 
of Emilia's being then in town with her mother; upon 
which. he excuſed himſelf from ſtaying to drink tea, and 
immediately repaired to their lodgings, according to the 
direction he had received. 

When he arrived at the door, inſtead of undergoing | 
that perturbation of ſpirits, which a lover, in his intereſt- 
ing ſituation, might be ſuppoſed to feel, he ſuffered no 
emotion but that of vanity and pride, favoured with an 
opportunity of ſelf-gratification, and entered his Emilia's 

apartment 
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apartment with the air of a conceited petit maitre, rather 
than that of the reſpectful admirer, when he viſits the 
object of his paſſion, after an abſence of ſeventeen months. 

The young lady having been very much diſobliged at 
his mortifying negle& of her brother's letter, had ſum- 
moned all her own pride and reſolution to her aid ; and 
by means of a happy diſpoſition ſo far overcame her cha- 
grin at his indifference, that ſhe was able to behave in his 
preſence with apparent tranquiility and eaſe, She was 
even pleaſed to find, he had by accident choſen a time 
for his viſit, when ſhe was ſurrounded by two or three 
young entlemen, who protefled themſelves her aumirers. 
Our gallant was no ſooner announced, than ſhe collected 
all her coquetry, put on the gayeſt air ſhe could aſſume, 
and contrived to giggle jult as he appeared at the room 
door. The pete — of ſalutation being performed, 
the welcomed him to England in a carcleſs manner, aſked 
the news of Paris, and, 8 he could make any reply, 
deſired one of the other gentlemen to proceed with the 
ſequel of that comical adventure, in the relation of which 
he lad been interrupted. 

Peregrine ſmiled within himſelf at this behaviour, which 
(without all doubt) he believed ſhe had affected to puniſh 
him for his unkind filence, while he was abroad; being 
fully perſuaded, that her heart was abſolutely at his deyo- 
tion. On this ſuppoſition, he practiſed his Parifian im- 
provements on the art of converſation, and 'uttered a 


thouſand prettineſſes in the way of compliment, with ſuch 


incredible rotation of tongue, that his rivals were ſtruck 
dumb with aſtoniſhment z and Emilia fretted out of all 
temper, at ſeeing herſelf deprived of the prerogative of 
the ſex. He perſiſted, however, in this ſurpriſing loqua - 
city, until the, reſt of the company thought proper to 
withdraw, and then contracted his diſcourſe into the focus 
of love, which now put on a very different appearance 
from that which it had formerly worn. Inſtead of that 
awful veneration which her preſence uſed to inſpire, that 
chaſtity of ſentiment and delicacy of expreſſion, he now 
gazed upon her. with the eyes of a libertine, he glowed 
with the impatience of deſire, talked in a ſtrain that bare- 
ly kept within the bounds of decency, and e o 
natc 
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ſnatch ſuch favours as ſhe, in the tenderneſs of mutual 
acknowledgment, had once vouchſafed to beſtow. 


Grieved and offended as ſhe was, at this palpable alte- 
ration in his carriage, ſhe difdained to remind him of his 
former deportment, and with diſſembled good humour, 


rallied him on the progreſs he had made in gallantry and 
addreſs ; but far from ſubmitting to the liberties he would 
have taken, ſhe kept her perſon ſacred from his touch, 
and would not even ſuffer 4 

hand + ſo that he reaped no other advantage from the ex- 
erciſe of his talents, during this interview, which Jaſted 
a whole hour, than that of knowing he had over-rated 
his own importance; and that Emily's heart was not a 
garriſon likely to ſurrender at diſcretion, 


At length his addreſſes were interrupted by the arrival 


of the mother, who had gone abroad to viſit by herſelf; 
and the converſation becoming more general, he under- 
ſtood, that Godfrey was at London, ſoliciting for a lieu- 
tenancy that had fallen vacant in the regiment to which 
he belonged ; and that Miſs Sophy was at home with her 
father. 


eee our adventurer had not met with all the ſucceſs 


he expected by his firſt viſit, he did not deſpair of redu- 
cing the fortreſs, believing that in time there would be a 
mutiny in his favour; and accordingly, carried on the 
ſiege for ſeveral days, without profiting by his perſeve- 
rance; till at lengtb, having attended the ladies to their 
own houſe in the country, * began to look upon this 


adventure as time miſpent, and refolved to diſcontinue his 
attack, in hopes of meeting with a more favourable oc- 
caſion; pgs in-the mean time, ambitious of diſplaying. 
in a higher ſphere, thoſe qualifications which his vanity - 
told him, were at preſent miſapplied. . | 


im to ravith a kiſs of her fair 


— * oa YRS 


PEREGRINE PICKLE 95 


CH AP. LXVIII. 


He attends his uncle with great affection, during a fit of 
illneſs. Sets out again for London ; meets with his friend 
Godfrey, who is prevailed upon to accompany him to Bath: 
on the road to which place they chance to dine with a per- 
ſon, who entertains them with a curious account of a cer- 
tain company of adventurers. 


HUS determined, he took leave of Emilia and her 
mother, on pretence of going to London upon ſome 


urgent buſineſs, and returned to the garriſon, leaving the 

ood old lady very much concerned, and the daughter 
incenſed at his behaviour, which was the more unexpect- 
ed, becauſe Godfrey had told them, that the commodore 
approved of his nephew's paſſion. 

Our adventurer found his uncle ſo ill of the gout, 
which, for the firſt time, had taken poſſeſſion of his ſto- 
mach, that his life was in imminent danger, and the 
whole family in diſorder : he therefore took the reins of 

overnment into his own hands, ſent for all the phyſicians 
in the neighbourhood, and attended him in perſon with 
the moſt affectionate care, during the whole fit, which 
laſted a fortnight, and then retired before the ſtrength of 
hie conſtitution. 2 5 

When the old gentleman recovered his health, he was 
ſo penetrated with Peregrine's behaviour, that he actually 
would have made over to him his whole fortune, and de- 
pended upon him for his own ſubſiſtence, had not our youth 
oppoſed the execution of the deed with all his influence 
and might, and even perſuaded him to make a will, in 
which his friend Hatchway, and all his other adherents, 
were liberally remembered, and his aunt provided for, on 
her own terms. This material point being ſettled, he, 
with his uncle's permiſſion, departed for London, after 
having ſeen the family affairs eſtabliſhed under the direc- 
tion and adminiſtration of Mr. Jolter and the lieutenant ; 


for, by this time, Mrs. Trunnion was wholly occupied 


with her ſpiritual concerns. 


On his firſt arrival at London, he ſent a card to the 
ths 


lodgings of Gauntlet, in conſequence of a direction from 


—— — — — :  - - ——— — 
— — 
a ö * ——— 1 » "> 


r a i 


96 Tut ADVENTURES or 


his mother; and that young gentleman waited on him 
next morning, though not with that alacrity of counte- 
nance and warmth of friendſhip, which might have been 
expected from the intimacy of their former connection. 
Nor was Peregrine himſelf actuated by the ſame unreſer- 
ved affection for the foldier, which he had formerly enter. 
tained, Godfrey, over and above the offence he had taken 
at Pickle's omiffion in point of correſponding with him, 
had been informed, by a letter from his mother, of the 
youth's cavalier behaviour to Emilia, during his laſt reſi- 
dence at Wincheſter; and our young gentleman, -(as we 
have already obferved), was diſguſted at the ſuppoſed dif. 
covery which the ſoldier had made, in his abſence, to the 
commodore. Tbey perceived their mutual umbrage at 
meeting, and received each other with that civility of re- 
ſerve, which commonly happens between two perſons, 
when their friendſhip is in the wane. 

Gauntlet at once divined the cauſe of the other's dif. 
pleaſure ; and, in order to vindicate his own character, 
after the firſt compliments were paſſed, took the opporty- 
nity of inquiring after the health of the commodore, to 
tell Peregrine that while he tarried at the garrifon, in his 
return from Dover, the ſubject of the converſation, one 
night, happening to turn on our hero's paſſion, the old 
gentleman had ex preſſed his concern about that affair; and, 
among other obſervations, ſaid, he ſuppoſed the object of 
his love was ſome paltry huſſy, whom he had picked up 
when he was a boy at ſchool. Upon which, Mr. Hatch- 
way aſſured him, that ſhe was a young woman of as good 
a family as any in the county; and after having . 
ſeſſed him in her favour, ventured (out of the real of bi 
Friendſhip) to tell who ſhe was: wherefore the diſcovery 
was not to be imputed to any other cauſe: and he hoped 
Mr. Pickle would acquit him of all ſhare- in the tranſac- 
tion. | | 

Peregrine was very well pleaſed to be thus undeceived; 
his countenance immediately cleared up, the formality of 
his behaviour relaxed into his uſual familiarity ; he aſked 
pardon for his unmannerly negle& of Godfrey's letter, 
which, he proteſted, was not owing to any difre „or 
abatement of friendſhip, but to a 4 of youthful en- 
gagements, in conſequence of which, he had hf 
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ted his anſwer from time to time, until he was ready to 
return in perſon. | | 
The young ſoldier was contented with this apology ; 
and as Pickle's intention, with reſpe& to his ſiſter, was 
ſtill dubious and undeclared, he did not think it was in- 
cumbent upon him, as yet, to expreſs any reſentment ou 
that ſcore ; but was wiſe enough to foreſee, that the re- 
newal of his intimacy with our you gentleman might 
be the means of reviving that flame which had been diſſi- 
ated by a variety of new ideas. With thoſe ſentiments 
£ laid aſide all reſerve, and their communication 1mme- 
diately reſumed its former channel. Peregrine made him 
acquainted with all the adventures in which he had been 
engaged ſince their puny ; and he, with the ſame con- 
fidence, related the remarkable incidents of his own fate; 
among other things, giving him to underſtand, that upon 
obtaining a commiſſion in the army, the father of his 
dear Sophy, without once inquiring about the occaſion of 
his promotion, had not only favoured him with his coun- 
tenance in a much greater degree than heretofore, but al- 
ſo contributed his intereſt, and even promiſed the aſſiſt - 
ance of his purſe, in procuring for him a heutenancyg 
which he was then ſoliciting with all his power; whereas, 
if he had not been enabled, by a moſt accidental piece of 
E fortune, to lift himſelf into the ſphere of an officer, 
e had all the reaſon in the world to believe that this 
222 and all the reſt of his wealthy relations, would 
ave ſuffered him to languiſh in obſcurity and difſtrels ; 
and by turning his misfortune into reproach, made it a 
plea for their own want of generoſity and friendſhip. N 
Peregrine underſtanding the ſituation of his friend's af- 
fairs, would have accommodated him upon the inſtant, 
with a ſum to accelerate the paſſage of his commiſſion 
through the offices; but, being too well acquainted with 
his ſcrupulous diſpoſition to manifeſt his benevolence in 
that manner, he found means to introduce himſelf to one 
of the gentlemen of the war office, who was ſo well ſa- 
tisfied with the arguments he uſed in behalf of his friend, 
that Godfrey's bulineſs was tranſacted in a very few F 


though he himſelf knew nothing of his interelt's bein 
thus reinforced. 1 | 
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By this time, the ſeaſon at Bath was begun; and our 
hero, panting with the deſire of diſtinguiſhing himſelf at 


that reſort of the faſhionable world, communicated his 
deſign of going thither to his friend Godfrey, whom he 


importuned to accompany him in the excurſion : and leave 
of abſence from his regiment being obtained, by the in. 


fluence of Peregrine's new quality-friends, the two com- 


panions departed from London in a poſt-chaiſe, attended, 
as uſual, by the valet de chambre and Pipes, who were 
become almoſt as neceſſary to our adventurer as any two 
of his own organs. | 

At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, Godfrey 
perceived a perſon walking by himſelf in the yard, with 


a very penſive air, and upon obſerving him more narrow- 


ly, recognized him to be a profeſſed gameſter, whom he 
had formerly known at Tunbridge. On the ſtrength of 


this acquaintance he accoſted the peripatetic, who knew 


him immediately; and, in the fulneſs of his grief and 
vexation, told him, that he was now on his return from 
Bath, where he had been ſtripped by a company of ſharp- 
ers, who reſented that he ſhould preſume to trade upon 


his own bottom. 


Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his inquiries, 
imagining that he might learn ſome entertaining and uſe- 
ful anecdotes from this artiſt, invited him to dinner, and 
was accordingly fully informed of all the political ſyſtems 


at the Bath. He underſtood, that there was at London 


one great company of adventurers, who employed agents 
in all the different branches of impoſition, throughout 
the whole kingdom of England, allowing theſe miniſters 
a certain proportion of the profits accruing from their in- 
greateſt ſhare for the 
benefit of the common ſtock, which was chargeable with 
the expence of fitting out individuals in their various pur- 
ſuits, as well as with the loſs ſuſtained in the courſe of 


their adventures. Some, whoſe perſons and qualifications 


are by the company judged adequate to the taſk, exert 
their talents in making love to ladies of fortune, being 
accommodated with money and accoutrements for that 
, purpoſe, after having given their bonds payable to one or 


other of the directors, on the day of marriage, for cer- 


tain ſums, proportioned to the dowries they are to receive. 
NY Othery 


Pl 
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Others, verſed in the doctrine of chances, and certain ſe—” 
cret expedients, frequent all thoſe places where games of 
hazard are- allowed; and ſuch as are maſters in the arts: 
of billiards, - tennis and bowls, are continually lying in 
wait, in all the ſcenes of theſe diverſions, for the igno- 
rant and unwary. A fourth claſs attend horſe races, be- 
ing {killed in thoſe myſterious practices, by which the 


knowing ones are taken in. Nor is this community un- 


furniſhed with thoſe who lay wanton wives and old rich 
widows under contribution, and extort money, by pro- 
ſlituting themſelves to the embraces. of their own ſex, and- 
then threatening their admirers- with proſecution. But 
their moſt important returns are made by that body of 
their undertakers who exerciſe their uuderſtandings in the- 
innumerable ſtratagems of. the card-table, at which no 
ſharper can be too infamous to be received, and even ca- 
reſſed by perſons of the highelt rank and diſtinction. A- 
mong other articles of intelligence, our young gentleman- 
learned, that thoſe agents, by whom- their gueſt was 
broke, and expelled from Bath, had conſtituted a bank. 
againſt all ſporters, and monopolized the advantage in all 
ſorts of play. He then told Gauntlet, that if he would. 
put himſelf under his direction, he would return with. 
them, and lay ſuch.a ſcheme, as would infallibly ruin the 
whole ſociety at billiards, as he knew that Godfrey ex-- 
celled them all in his knowledge of that game. 

The ſoldier excuſed himſelf from engaging in any par- 
ty of that kind; and after dinner the-travellers parted ; 
but, as the converſation between the two friends turned 
upon the igformation they had received, Peregrine -pro- 


jected a plan for 5 villainous peſts of ſocie - 
ellow-creatures; and it was put 


ty, who prey upon their 
in execution by Gauntlet, in this manner. 
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Godfrey executes a ſcheme at Bath, by which a whole cam 
pany of ſharpers is ruined. 8. 


who had kept himſelf up all day for that purpoſe, 


went in boots to the billiard-table ; and two gentlemen 
: 1.25” being. 


” T 


N the evening after their arrival at Bath, 2 
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being at play, began to bet with fo little appearance of 
judgment, that one of the adventurers then preſent was 
_ inflamed with the deſire of profiting by his inexperience ; 
and when the table was vacant, invited him to take a 
rx for amuſement. The ſoldier, aſſuming the air of a 
clf-conceited dupe, anſwered, that he did not chuſe to 
throw away his time for nothing, but, if he pleaſed, 
would piddle for a crown a game. This declaration was 
very agreeable to the other, who wanted to be further 
confirmed in the opinion he had conceived of the ſtranger, 
before he would play for any thing of -conſequence. The 
party being accepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, and be- 
ginning with ſeeming eagerneſs, won the firlt game, be- 
cauſe his antagoniſt kept up his play with a view of en- 
couraging him to 8 1 a greater ſum. The ſoldier pur- 
poſely bit at the hook, the ſtakes were doubled, and he 
was again victorious, by the permiſſion of his competitor, 
e now began to yawn; and obſerving, that it was not 
worth his white to 1racecd in ſuch a childiſh manuer, the 
other ſwore, in an affected panion, that he would play 
with him for twenty guineas. The propoſal being em- 
braced, (through the connivance of Godtrey), the 2 i; 
was won by the ſharper, who exerted his dexterity to the 
uttermoſt, fearing that otherwiſe his adverſary would des 
eline continuing the game. 

Godfrey thus conquered, pretended to Joſe his temper, 
cured his own il] luck, ſwore that the table had a caſt, 
and that the balls did not run true, changed his maſt, 
and, with t warmth, challenged his enemy to double 
the ſum. The gameſter, with feigned reluctance, com · 
plied with his Edre; and having got the firſt two ha- 
zards, offered to lay one hundred gumeas to fifty on the 
game. The odds were taken; and Godfrey having al- 
lowed himſelf to be overcome, began to rage with great 
violence, broke the malt to pieces, threw the balls out at 
the window, and, in the fury of his indignation, defied | 
his antagoniſt to meet him to-morrow, when he ſhould be 
refreſhed from the fatigue of travelling. This was a very 
welcome invitation to the gameſter, who imagining that 
the ſoldier would turn out a moſt beneficial prize, aſſured 
him, that he would not fail to be there next forenoon, in 
order to give him his revenge. © 4 

4 Gauntlet 


his own ſuperiority; and took his meaſures with Pere- 


ger's paſtionate diſpoſition. 


met, according to appointment, and the room was imme- 
diately filled with ſpectators, who either came thither by 
accident, curioſity, or deſign. The match. was fixed for 
one hundred pounds a game, the principals choſe their 
inſtruments, and laid aſide their coats, and one of the 
the head of his aſſociate. Godfrey took. him upon the 


inſtant. A ſecond worthy of the ſame claſs, ſeeing him 
ſo cager, challenged him to treble the ſura; and bis pro- 


run ſuch a riſk, in favour of a perſon who was utterly 
unknown, The ſharper having gained the ſecond alſo, 
the noiſe. increaſed to a ſurpriſing clamour, not only of 


defired to lay two to one againſt the brother of Emilia. 
ed his mouth, and anſwered their betts,.to the amount of 


(perhaps) the molt important game that ever was played 


diſcompoſe 
but when, at the very next 


ſtraction of ſeature, and they waited, iu the moſt _dread- 
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Gauntlet went home to his lodings, fully certified of 
rrinc, touching the proſecution of their: ſcheme ; while 
bis opponent made a report of his ſucceſs'to the brethren + 
of the gang, who reſolved to be preſent at the deciſion of 
the match, with a view of taking advantage of the ftran- - 


Affairs being, thus- concerted on both ſides, the players 


knighis of the order proffered to lay another hundred on 


twelve hundred pounds; which were immediately: depoſit- 
ed, on both ſides, in money and notes: fo that this was 


at billiards. Gauntlet feeing the agreement ſettled, ſtruck 
his antagoniſt's ball: into the pocket, in a twinklingy - 
though it was in one of thoſe ſituations which are ſuppo- 
ſed to be 9 the ſtriker. The betters were a little 
at this event, for which, however, they con- 

ſoled themſelves, by 2 ſucceſs to accident; 
3 he ſprung it over the 

table, their countenances under went an inſt antaneous di- 


13: | ful - 


poſal met with the ſame reception, to the aſtoniſhment of 
the company, whoſe expeQation was raiſed to a very in- 
tereſting pitch. The game was begun, and the foldier - 
h:iving loft the firſt hazard, the odds. were offered by the 


conſederacy, with great vociteration ; but nobody world 


the gang, but likewiſe of almoſt all the ſpectators, who 


Peregrine, who was preſent, perceiving the cupidity of 
the aſſociation ſufficiently inflamed, all of a ſudden open- 


, 
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ful ſuſpence, for the next hazard, which being likewiſe 
taken, with infinite eaſe, by the ſoldier, the blood forſook 
$' their cheeks, and the interjection Zounds! pronounced 
1 with a look of conſternation, and in a tone of deſpair, 
| proceeded from every mouth at the fame inſtant of time, 
| They were overwhelmed with horror and aſtoniſhment at 
| {ſeeing three hazards taken in as many ſtrokes, from a 
perſon of their friend's dexterity ; and ſhrewdly ſuſpected 
that the whole was a ſcheme preconcerted for their de- 
| ſtruction: on this ſuppoſition, they changed the note, 
| and attempted to hedge for their own indemnification, by 
| propoſing to lay the odds in favour of Gauntlet, but ſo 
+ much was the opinion of the company altered by that 
[i young gentleman's ſucceſs, that nobody would venture to 
eſpouſe the cauſe of his competitor, who chancing to im- 
rove his game by the addition of another lucky hit, di- 
[4 minithed the concern, and revived the hopes of his adhe- 
4 rents. But this gleam of fortune did not long continue: 
1 Godfrey collecteck his whole art and capacity, and avg- 
1 menting his ſcore to number ten, indulged himſelf with 
1 a view of the whole fraternity. The viſages of theſe pro- 
f feſſors had adopted different ſhades of complexion, at 
1 every hazard he had taken: from their natural colour 
+ they had ſhifted into a ſallow hue; from thence into pale; 
by from pale into yellow, which degenerated into a mahoga- 
þ ny tint ; and now they ſaw ſeventeen hundred pounds of 
1 —their ſtock depending upon a fingle ſtroke, they ſtood 
4 like ſo many ſwarthy Moors, jaundiced with terror and 
. vexation. The fire which naturally glowed in the cheeks 
and noſe of the player, ſeemed utterly extin&, and his 
1 carbuncles exhibited a livid appearance, as if a gangrene 
1 had already made ſome progreſs in his face; his hand be- 
gan to ſhake, and his whole frame was ſeized with ſuch 
trepidation, that he was fain to ſwallow a bumper of 
brandy, in order to re-eſtabliſh the tranquillity of his 
nerves, This expedient, however, did not produce the 
deſired effect: for he aimed the ball at the lead with ſuch 
diſcompoſure, that it {truck on the wrong fide, and came 
off at an angle which directed it full in the middle 
hole. This fatal accident was attended with an univerſal 
groan, as if the whole univerſe had gone to wreck : and 
notwithſtanding that tranquillity for which adventurers 
. - are 
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are ſo remarkable, the loſs made ſuch an impreſſion upon 
them all, that each in particular manifeſted his chagrin 
by the moſt violent emotions. One turned up his eyes to 
heaven, and bit his nether lip; another gnawed his fin- 
gers, while he (talked acroſs the room; a third blaſphe- 
med with horrid imprecations; and he who played the 
party ſneaked off, grinding his teeth together, with a look 
that baffles all deſcription, and, as he eroſſed the threſhold, 
exclaiming, A damn'd bite, by G—dP 

The victors, after having inſulted them by aſking if 
they were diſpoſed for another chance, carried off their 
winning with the appearance of great compoſure, though 
in their hearts they were tranſported with unſpeakable 
joy, not ſo much on account of the booty . had gain- 
ed, as in conſideration of having fo effectually deſtroyed 
ſuch a neſt of pernicious miſcreants. £ 

Peregrine believing, that now he had found an oppor- 
tunity of ſerving his friend, without giving offence to the 
delicacy of his honour, told him, upon their arrival at 
their lodgings, that fortune had at length enabled him to 
become in a manner independent, or at leaſt to make him- 
ſelf eaſy in his circumſtances, by purchaſing a company 
with the money he had won- Bo ſaying, he put his ſhare 
of the ſucceſs in Gauntlet's hand, as a ſum that of right 
belonged to him, and promiſed to write in his behalf to a 
nobleman, who had intereſt enough to promote ſuch a 
quick rife in the ſervice. | 

Godfrey thanked him for his obiging intention, but 
abſolutely refuſed, with great loftineſs of demeanour, to 
appropriate to his own uſe any part of the money which 
Pickle had gained, and ſeemed affronted at the other's 
entertaining a ſentiment ſo unworthy of his character. 
He would not even accept, in the way of loan, ſuch an 
addition to his own ſtock as would amount to the price of 
a company of foot, but expreſſed great confidence in the 
future exertion of that talent which had been bleſſed with 
ſuch a proſperous beginning. Our hero, finding him thus 
obſtinately deaf to the voice of his own intereſt, reſolved 
to govern himſelf, in his next endeavours of friendſhip, 
by his experience of this tickliſh punctilio, and in the 
mean time pave a handſome benefaction to the hoſpital 
out of the firſt- fruits of the ſucceſs at play, and reſerved 


200 


104 Tus ADVENTURES or 


which he intended for a preſent to Miſs Emily. 


C.H:A-P.' LXX. 


The two: friends eclipſe all their competitors in gallantry, 
and practiſe a pleaſant projet of revenge upan the phyſicians. 


of. the place. 


HE fame of their exploit _ the ſharpers was 


immediately diffuſed through all companies at the 
Bath; ſo that, when our. adventurers appeared in pub- 
lic, they were pointed out by a hundred extended fingers; 
and confidered as conſummate artiſts in all the different 
ſpecies of hneſſe, which they would not fail to practiſe with 
ine firſt opportunity. Nor was this opinion of. their cha- 
racters any obſtacle to their reception into the faſhionable 
parties in the place, but, on the contrary, ſuch a recom- 
mendation, which (as I have already hinted) never fails 
to operate for the advantage of the poſſeſſos. 
I his biſt..adventure, therefore, ſerved them as an in- 
t roduction to the company at Bath, who were not a little 
ſurprized to find their expectations baffled by the conduct 
of the two companions, becauſe, far from engaging deep- 


ly at play, they rather ſhunned all occaſions of gamin 
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200 eye for a ſet of diamond ear-rings and ſolitaire, 
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and directed their, attention to gallantry, in which our 
hero ſhone unrivalled. His external qualincations, exclu- 
ſive of any other merit, were ſtrong enough to captivate - 
the common run of the. female ſex ; and theſe,. reinforced 
with a ſprightlineſs of converſation, and a mol inſinuating . 


addreſs, became irreſiſt ible, even by thoſe who. were for- 
tied with pride, caution, or indifference. But, amon 

all the nymphs of this gay place, he did not meet wit 

one object that diſputed the empire of his heart with Emi- 
lia, and therefore he divided his attachment according to 
the ſuggeſtions of vanity and whim; ſo that, before he 
had rehded a fortnight at the. Bath, he had. ſet all the la- 


dies by the ears, and furniſhed all the hard : 
} 


ſcandal with full employment. The.ſplendour of his ap- 


pearance excited the inquiries of envy, which, inſtead of 
diſcovering any circumſtance to his prejudice, was chrſed 
| with 
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with the information of his being a young gentleman of 
a good family, and heir to an immenſe fortune. 

The countenance of ſome of his quality friends, who 
arrived at Bath, confirmed this piece of intelligence: upon 
which his acquaintance was courted and cultivated with 

reat aſſiduity, and he met with ſuch advances from ſome 
of the fair ſex as rendered him extremely fortunate in his 
amours. Nor was his friend Godfrey a ltranger to favours 
of the ſame kind; his accompliſhments were exactly cal- 
culated for the meridian of female taſte, and, with certain 
individuals of that ſex, his muſcular frame, and the robuſt 
connections of his limbs, were more attractive than the 
dclicate proportions of his companion. . He accordingly 
reigned paramount among thoſe enamoratas who were 
turned of thirty, without being under the neceſſity of 
proceeding by tedious addreſſes, and was thought to have 
co-operated with the waters, in removing the ſterility of 
certain Jadies, who had long undergone the reproach and 
diſguſt of their huſbands; while Peregrine ſet up his 
throne among thoſe who laboured under the diſeaſe of ce- 
libacy, from the pert miſs of fifteen, who, with a flutter- 
ing heart, toſſes her head, bridles up, and giggles invo- 
luntarily at fight of a handſome young man, to the ſtaid 
maiden of twenty-eight, who, with a demure aſpect, mo- 
ralizes on the vanity of beauty, the folly of youth, and 
ſimplicity of woman, and expatiates on friendſhip, bene- 
volence, and good ſenſe, in the ſtyle of a Platonic philo- 
ſopher. | 
In ſuch a diverſity of diſpoſitions, his conqueſts were 
attended with all the heart-burnings, animoſities, and 
turmoils of jealouſy and ſpite. The younger claſs took all 
opportunities: of mortifying their — in public, by 
treating them with that indignity which (contrary to the 
general privilege of age) is, by the conſent and connivance 
of mankind, ar "8 | againſt thoſe who have the misfor- 
tune to come under the denomination of old maids ; and 
theſe laſt retorted their hoſtilities in the private machina- 
tions af ſlander, ſupported by experience and ſubtilty of 
invention. Not one day paſfed, in which ſome new ſto 
did a circulate, to the prejudice of one or other of thoſe 
rivals. 

I our hero, in the long room, chanced ta quit one f 
3 | . the 
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the moraliſts, with whom he had been engaged in conver. 
ſation, he was immediately accoſted by a number of the 
oppoſite faction, who with ironical ſmiles upbraided him 
with cruelty to, the poor lady he had left, exhorted him 
to have compaſſion on her ſufferings, and, turning their 
eyes towards the object of their interceſſion, broke forth 
into an univerſal peal of laughter. On the other hand, 
when Peregrine, in conſequence of having danced with one 
of the minors over night, viſited her in the morning, the 
Platoniſts immediately laid hold on the occaſjon, taſked 
their imaginations, aſſociated ideas, and with ſage inſinu- 
ations retailed a thouſand circumſtances of the interview, 
which never had any foundation in truth. They obſerved, 
that, if girls are determined to behave with ſuch indiſcre- 
tion, they muſt lay their accounts with incurring the cen- 
ſure of the world; that ſhe in queſtion was old enough to 
act more circumſpectly, and wondered that her mother 
would-permit any young fellow to approach the chamber, 
while her daughter was naked in bed. As for the ſervants 
prong through the key-hole, to be ſure it was an un- 
ucky accident; but people ought to be upon their guard 
againſt ſuch curioſity, and give their domeſtics. no- cauſe 
to employ their penetration. "Theſe and other ſuch reflec- 
tions were occaſionally whiſpered as ſecrets among thoſe 
who were found to be communicative; ſo that, in a few 
hours, it became the general topic of diſcourſe ; and, as 
it had been divulged under injunctions of ſecrecy, it was 
almoſt impoſſible to trace the ſcandal. to its origin, becauſe 
every Herr 6 concerned muſt havè promulgated her own 
breach of truſt, in diſcovering her author of the report. 
Peregrine, inſtead of allaying, rather exaſperated this 
eontention by an artful diſtribution of his attention among 
the competitors, well knowing, that, ſhould his regard be 
converged into one point, he would ſoon forfeit the plea» 
ſure he enjoyed in ſeeing them at variance; for both pars 
ties would join againſt the common, enemy, aud his fas 
vourite would be perſecuted by the whole coalitions He 
perceived, that, among the ſecret agents of ſcandal, none 
were ſo buſy as the phyſicians, a claſs of animals who lire 
in this place, like ſo many ravens hovering about a car- 
caſe, and even ply for employment like ſcullers at Hun- 
gerford ſtairs. The greateſt part of them have . 
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dents in London, who make it their buſineſs to inquire 
into the hiſtory, character, and diſtemper of every one 
that repairs to Bath for the benefit of the waters; and, if 
they cannot procure intereſt to recommend their medical 
friends to theſe patients before they ſet out, they at leaſt 
furniſh them with a previous account of what they could 
collect, that their correſpondents may uſe this intelligence 
for their own advantage. By theſe means, and the aſſiſt- 
ance of flattery and 3 they often inſinuate them- 
ſelves into the acquaintance of ſtrangers, and, by conſult- 
ing their diſpoſitions, become — and ſubſervient to 
their prevailing paſſions. By their connection with apo- 
thecaries and nurſes, they are informed of all the private 
occurrences in each family, and therefore enabled to gra- 
tify the rancour of malice, amuſe the ſpleen of peeviſh in- 
diſpoſition, and entertain the eagerneſs of impertinent eu- 
rioſity. 

is courſe of theſe occupations, which frequently 
affected the reputation of our two adventurers, this whole 
body fell under the diſpleaſure of our hero, who, after 
divers conſultations with his friend, concerted a ftratagem, 
which was practiſed upon the faculty in this manner: 
Among hel who frequented the pump-room was an old 
officer, whoſe temper, naturally 1mpatient, was, by re- 
peated attacks of the gout which had almoſt deprived him 
of the uſe of his limbs, ſublimated into a remarkable de- 
gree of virulence and perverſeneſs: he imputed the inve- 
teracy of his diſtemper to the male - practice of a ſurgeon 
who had adminiſtered to him, while he laboured under the 
conſequences of an unfortunate amour; and this ſuppo- 
ſition had inſpired him with an unſurmountable antipathy 
to all the profeſſors of the medical art, which was more 
and more confirmed by the information of a friend at 
London, who had told him, that it was a common prac- 
tice among the phyſicians at Bath to diſſuade their pa- 
tients from drinking the water, that the cure, and of con- 
ſequence their attendance, might be longer protracted. 

Thus prepoſſeſſed, he had come to Bath, and, conform- 
able to a few general inſtructions he had received, uſed 
the waters without any farther direction, taking all occa- 
ſions of manifeſting his hatred and contempt of the ſons 


of Eſculapius, by ſpeech and geſticulations, and even 
| body by 
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by purſuing a regimen quite contrary to that which he 
knew they preſcribed to others who ſeemed to be exactly 
in his condition. But he did not find his account in this 
method, how ſucceſsful ſoever it may have been in other 
caſes. His complaints, inſtead of vaniſhing, were every 
day more and more enraged, and at length he was conh. 
ned to his bed, where he lay blaſpheming from morn to 
night, and from night to morn, though {till mpre deter. 
mined than ever to adhere to his former maxims. 

In the midft of his torture, which was become the com. 
mon joke of the town, being circulated through the in. 
duſtry of the phyſicians, who triumphed in his diſaſter, 
Peregrine, by means of Mr. Pipes, employed a country 
fellow, who had come to market, to run with great haſte, 
early one morning, to the lodgings of all the doctors in 
town, and defire them to attend the colonel with all ima- 
ginable diſpatch. In conſequence of this ſummons the 
whole faculty put themſelves in motion, and three of the 
foremoſt arriving at the ſame inſtant of time, far from 
complimenting one another with the door, each ſeparately 
eſſayed to enter, and the whole triumvirate ftuck in the 
paſſage. While they remained thus wedged together, 
they deſcried two of their brethren poſting towards the 
fame goal with all the ſpeed that God had enabled them 
to exert; upon which they came to a parley, and agreed 
to ſtand by one another. This covenant being made, they 
diſentangled themſclves, and, inquiring about the patient, 
were told by the ſervant, that he had juſt fallen aſleep. 

Having received this intelligence, they took poſſeſſion 
of his antichamber, and ſhut the door, while the reſt of 
the tribe poſted themſelves on the outſide, as they arrived; 
ſo that the whole paſſage was filled from the top of the 
ſtair-caſe to the ſtreet- door, and the people of the houſe, 
together with the colonel's ſervant, ſtruck dumb with 

aſtoniſnment. The three leaders of this learned gang had 
no ſooner made their lodgement good, than they began 
to conſult about the patient's malady, which every one of 
them pretended to have confidered with great care and al- 
fiduity. The firſt who gave his opinion ſaid, the diſtem- 
per was an obſtinate arthritis; the ſecond affirmed, that it 
was no other than a confirmed pox; and the third ſwore, 
it was an inveterate ſcurvy. This diverſity of opinions was 
I ' ſupported 
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ſupported by a variety of quotations from medical authors, 
ancient as well as modern: but theſe r of ſufficient 
authority, or at leaſt not explicit envugh to decide the 
diſpute ; for there are many ſchiſms in medicine, as well 28 
in religion, and each ſe& can quote the fathers in ſupport. 
of the tenets they profeſs. In fhort, the-contention roſe 
to ſuch a pitch of clamour as not only alarmed their bre- 
thren on the ſtairs, but alſo awaked the patient from the 
firſt nap he had enjoyed in the ſpace of ten whole days. 
Had it been ſimply waking, he would have been obliged 
to them for the noiſe that diſturbed him; for in that caſe 
he would have been relieved from the tortures of hell-fire, 
to which, in his dream, he fancied himſelf expoſed : but 
this dreadful viſion had been the reſult of that impreſſion 
which was made upon his brain by the intolerable _— 
of his joints; ſo that, when he waked, the pain, inſtead 
of being allayed, was rather aggravated by a greater acute- 
neſs of ſenſation; and, the confuſed vociferation in the 
next room invading his ears at the ſame time, he began 
to think his dream was realized, and in the pangs of deſ- 
pair applied himſelf to a bell that ſtood by his bed - ſide, 
which he rung with great violence and perſeverance. 

This alarm put an immediate ſtop to the diſputation of 
the three doftors, who, upon this notice of his being 
awake, ruſhed into his chamber without ceremony ; and 
two of them ſeized his arms; the third made the like ap- 
plication to one of his temples. Before the patient could 
recolle& himſelf from the amazement which had laid hold 
on him at this unexpected irruption, the room was filled 
by the reſt of the faculty, who followed the ſervant that 
entered in obedience to his maſter's call, and the bed was 
in a moment ſurrounded by theſe gaunt miniſters of death. 
Lhe colonel ſeeing himſelf beſet with ſuch an aſſemblage 
of ſolemn viſages and figures, which he had always con- 
ſidered with the utmoſt deteſtation and abhorrence, was 
incenſed to a moſt ĩnexpreſſible degree of indignation, and 
ſo inſpirited by his rage, that, though his tongue denied 
its office, his other limbs we their function; he 
| diſcngaged himſelf from the triumvirate who had taken 

poſſeſſion of his body, ſprung out of bed with incredible 
Leu and, ſeizing one of his crutches, applied it ſo ef- 
M 


k-<QtuaRly to one of the three, juſt as he ſtooped to examine 
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the patient's water, that his tie-periwig dropped into the 
pot, while he hiinſelf fell motionleſs on the floor. 

This ſignificant explanation diſconcerted the whole fra. 
ternity , every, man turned his face, as if it were by in- 
ſtint, towards the door, and the retreat of the community 
being obſtructed by the efforts of individuals, confuſion 
and tumultuous, uproar enſued ; for the colonel, far from 
limiting his proweſs to this exploit, handled his weapon 
with abonitbing vigour and dexterity, without reſpec of 
perſons ; ſo that few or none of them had eſcaped without 
marks of his diſpleaſure, when his ſpirits failed, and he 
ſunk down again, quite exhauſted, on his bed. Favoured 
by this reſpite, the diſcomfited faculty collected their hats 
and wigs, which had fallen off in the fray ; and, percei- 
ving the aſſailant too much enfeebled to renew the attack, 
ſet- up their throats together, and loudly threatened to 

roſecute him ſeverely for ſuch an outrageous aſſault. 
y this time the landlord had interpoſed, and, inqui- 
ring into the cauſe. of the diſturbance, was informed of 
what had happened by the complainants, who at the ſame 
time giving him to underſtand, that they had been ſeve- 
rally EAR na to attend the colonel that morning, he 
aſſured them, that they had been impoſed upon by ſome 
wag ; for his lodger had never dreamed of conſulting any 
one of their profeſſion. 

Thunderſtruck at this declaration, the general clamour 
inſtantaneouſly ceaſed ; and each, in particular, at once 
comprehending the nature of the joke, they ſneaked filent- 
ly off with the loſs they had ſuſtained, in unutterable ſhame 
and mortiſication; while Peregrine and his friend, who 
took care to be paſſing that way by accident, made a full 
ſtop at fight of ſuch an extraordinary efflux, and enjoyed 
the countenance and condition of. every one as he appear- 
ed, nay, even made up to ſome of thoſe who ſeemed molt 
affected with their ſituation, and miſchievouſly tormented 
them with queſtions touching this unuſual, congregation; 
then, in conſequence of the information they received from 
the landlord and the colonel's valet, ſubjected the ſufferers 
to the ridicule of all the company in town. As it would 
have been impoſſible for the authors of this farce to keep 
themſelves concealed from the indefatigable inquiries, of 
the pbybcians, they made no ſecret of their having direct. 
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ed the whole, though they took care to own it in ſuch an 
ambiguous manner as afforded no handle of proſecution. 


E HAP. LXXI. 


Peregrine humbles a noted Hector, and meets with a ſtrange 
x character at the houſe of a certain lady. 


MONG thoſe, who never failed to reſide at Batli 
during the ſeaſon,” was a certain perſon who, from 

the moſt abje& miſery; had, by his indultry and art at 
play, amaſſed about 15, oe pounds, and, though his cha- 
rater was notorious, inſinuated himſelf fo far into the,fa- 
vour of what is called the beſt company, that very few 
private parties of pleafure took place, in which he was 
not principally concerned. He was of a gigantic ſtature, 
a moſt intrepid countenance ;z and his diſpoũtion, natu- 
rally overbearing, had, in the courſe of his adventures 
and ſucceſs, acquired a moſt intolerable degree of inſolence 
and vanity, By the ferocity of his features, and audacity 
of his behaviour, he had obtained a reputation for the 
moſt undaunted courage, which had been confirmed by 
divers adventures, in which he had humbled the moſt aſ- 
ſuming heroes of his own fraternity: ſo that he now reign· 
ed chief Hector of the place with unqueſtioned authority. 

With this ſon of fortune was Peregrine one evening 
engaged at play, and fo ſucceſsful, that he could not help 
informing his friend of his good luck. Godfrey hearing 
the deſeription of the loſer, immediately recognized the 
perſon, wliom he had known at Tunbridge; and aſſuring 
Pickle that he was a ſharper of the firſt water, cautioned 
him againſt any future connection with ſuch a dangerous 
companion, who (he affirmed) had ſuffered him to win a 
ſmall ſum, that he might be encouraged to loſe a much 
greater, upon ſome other occaſion. ; 

Our young gentleman treaſured up this advice; and 
though he did not ſeruple to give the gameſter an oppor- 
tunity of retrieving his loſs, when he next day demanded 
his revenge, he abſolutely refuſed to proceed, after he had 
. refunded his winning. The other, who conſidered him 

as a hot- headed unt inking youth, endeavoured to en- 


e his pride to a continuance of the game, by treating 
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his ſkill with ſcorn and contempt : and, among other far. 
caſtic expreſũons, adviſing him to go to ſchool again, he. 
tore he pretended to engage with maſters of the art. Our 
hero, incenſed at his arrogance, replied with great warmth, 
that he knew himſelf ſufficiently qualitied for playing with 
men of honour, who deal upon the ſquare, and hoped he 
ould always deem it infamous, either to learn or practiſe 
the tricks of a profeſſed gameſter. Blood and thun- 
der! meaning me, Sir? (cried this artiſt, railing his voice, 
* and curling his viſage into a moſt intimidating frown.) 
* Zounds ! I'll cut the throat of any ſcoundrel who has the 


* preſumption to ſuppoſe that J don't play as honourab! 


* as Cer a nobleman in the kingdom: and I inſiſt upon 
© an explanation from you, Sir; or, by hell and brimſtone! 
I ſhai! expect other fort of ſatistaction.“ Peregrine 
(wavie blood by this time boiled within him) anſwered 
without heſitation; * Far from thinking your demand 
* unreaſonable, I will immediately explain myſelf without 
* reſerve, and tell. you, that upon unqueſtionable authority, 
« I believe you to be an impudent raſcal and common 
cheat.“ \ 

The Hector was ſo amazed and confounded at the 
freedom of this declaration, which he thought no man on 
carth would venture to make in his preſence, that for 
ſome minutes he could not recolle& himſelf; but, at length, 
whiſpered a challenge in the ear of our hero, which was 
accordingly accepted. When. they arrived next mornin 
upon the field, the gameſter arming his countenance wit 
all its terrors, advanced with a ſword of a monſtrous 
length, and putting himſelf in a poſture, called aloud in 
a molt terrific voice, Draw, damn ye, draw; I will 
* this inſtant ſend you to your fathers.” The youth was 
not flow in complying with his defire ; his weapon was 
unſheathed in a moment, and he began the attack with 
ſuch unexpected ſpirit and addreſs, that his adverſary, 
having made ſhift with great difficulty to parry the firlt 
paſs, retreated a few paces, and demanded a parley, in 
which he endeavoured to perſuade the young man, that 
io lay a man of his character under the neceſſity of chaltil- 
ing his inſolence, was the moſt raſh and inconliderate ſtep 
thar he could poſſibly have taken; but that he had com. 
paſſion upon his youth, and was willing to ſpare him, 1 
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he would ſurrender his ſword, and promiſe to afk pardon 
in public for the offence he had given. Pickle was ſo 
much exafperated at this unparalleled effrontery, that, 
without deigning to make the lealt reply, he. flung his 
own hat in the propoſer's face, and renewed the charge 
with ſuch undaunted- agility, that-the 'gameſter, finding 
himſelf in mauifeſt hazard of his life, betook himſelf to 
his heels, and fled homewards with incredible ſpeed, be- 
ing cloſely purſued by Peregrine, who having ſheathed 
his ſword, pelted him with ſtones as he ran, and com- 
pelled him to go, that ſame day, into baniſhment from 
Bath, where he had domineered ſo long. | 

By this atchievment, which was the ſubject of aſtoniſi- 
ment to all the company, who had looked upon the fugi- 
tive as a perſon of heroic courage, our adventurer's repu- 
tation was rendered formidable in all iis circumſtances; - 
although he thereby diſobliged a good many people of 
fathion, who. had contracted an intimacy of friendſhip 
with the exile, and who reſented his diſgrace, as if it had - 
been the misfortune of a worthy man. Theſe . generous 
patrons, however, bore a very ſmall proportion to thoſe 
who were pleaſed with the event of the. duel, becauſe, in 
the courſe of their reſidence at Bath, they had either 
been inſulted or defrauded by the challenger. Nor was 
this inſtance of.-our. hero's courage unacceptable to the 
ladies, few of whom could now retiſt the united force of 
ſuch accompliſhments. Indeed, neither he nor his friend 
Godfrey would have found much difficulty in picking up 
an agreeable companion for life; but Gauntlet's heart 
was pre- engaged to Sophy; and Pickle, excluſive of his 
attachment to. Emily, which. was ſtronger than he him- - 
ſelf imagined poſſeſſed ſuch a ſhare of ambition, as could 
not be ſatisfied with the conqueſt of any female he beheld - 
at Bath. | l 

His viſits were, therefore, promiſeuous, without any 
other view than that of amuſement; and though his pride 
was llattered by the advances of the fair whom he had 
captivated, he never harboured one thought of proceeding 
beyond the limits of common gallantry, . and- carefully 
avoided all particular explanations. But, what above all 
other enjoyments yielded him the moſt agreeable enter- 
tainment, was the ſecret hiſtory of 6 Wa Eo which he 
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learned from a very extraordinary perſon, with whom he 
became acquainted in this manner. 

Being at the houſe of a certain lady, on a viſiting- day, 
he was {truck with the appearance of an old man, who no 
fooner entered the room than the miſtreſs of the houſe 
very. kindly defired one of the wits preſent to roaſt the 
old put. This-petit maitre, proud of the employment, 
went up to the ſenior, who had ſomething extremely pe- 
culiar and fignificant in his countenance, and ſalutin 
him with divers faſhionable congés, accoſted him in thef: 
words; © Your ſervant, you old raſcal. I hope to have 
the honour of ſeeing you hang'd. L vow to Gad! you 
© look extremely e with theſe gummy eyes, lan- 
© thorn jaws, and toothleſs chaps. What! you ſquint at 
the ladies, you old rotten medlar? Yes, yes, we under- 


* ſtand your ogling; but you muſt. content yourſelf with 


* a cook-maid, fink me! I ſee you want to fit; Theſe 
« wither'd ſhanks of yours tremble under their burden: 
but you mult have a little patience, old Hirco ; indeed 
« you muſt. I intend to mortify you a little longer, curſe 
me!. 

The company was ſo tickled with this addreſs, which 
was delivered with much grimace and geſticulation, that 
they burſt out into a loud fit of laughter, which they fa- 
thered upon a monkey that was chained in the room: and 
when the peal was over, the wit renewed his attack, in 
theſe words; I ſuppoſe you are fool enough to think 
this mirth was occaſioned by Pug : ay, there he is; you 
© had beſt ſurvey him; he 1s of your own family, ſwitch. 
© me:. but the Jaugh was at your expence; and you 
© ought to thank heaven for making you ſo ridiculous.” 
While he uttered theſe ingenious ejaculations, the old gen · 
tleman bowed alternately to him and. the monkey, that 


' ſeemed to grin and chatter in imitation of the beau, and 


with an arch ſolemnity of viſage, pronounced, Gentlemen, 
© as | have not the honour to underſtand your compliments, 
they will be much better beſtowed on each other.“ 80 
faying, he ſeated himſelf, and had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
the laugh returned upon the aggreſſor, who remained 
confounded and abafhed, and in a few mintifes left the 
room, muttering, as he retired, * the old fellow grows 
feurrilous, ſtop wy breath.” 

| While 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 175 


While Peregrine wondered in ſilence at this extraordi- 
nary ſcene, the lady of the houſe perceiving his ſurprize, 
ave him to underſtand, that the ancient viſitant was ut- 


terly bereft of the ſenſe of hearing; that his name was 


Cadwallader Crabtree : his diſpoſition altogether miſan- 
thropical ; and that he was admitted into company on ac- 
count of the entertainment he afforded by his ſarcaſtic ob- 
ſervations, and the pleaſant miſtakes to which he was ſub- 
je& from his infirmity. Nor did our hero wait a lon 

time for an illuſtration of this odd character. Every ſen- 
tence he ſpoke was replete with gall; nor did his fatire 
conſiſt in general reflections, but in a ſeries of remarks, 


which had been made through the medium of a moſt, 


whimſical peculiarity of opinion. 
Among thoſe who were preſent at this aſſemby was a 


roung officer, who having by dint of intereſt obtained a. 


ſeat in the lower houſe, thought it incumbent upon him 
to talk of affairs of ſtate; and accordingly regaled the 
company with an account of a ſecret expedition which the 
French were buſied in preparing; aſſuring them, that he 
had it from the mouth of the miniſter, to whom it had 
been tranſmitted by one of his agents abroad. In diſ- 
canting upon the particulars of the armament, he obſerv- 
ed, that they had twenty ſhips of the line, ready manned 


and victualled, at Oreſt, which were deſtined for Toulon, 


where they would be joined by as many more; and from 
thence proceed to the execution of their ſcheme, which 
he imparted as a ſecret not fit to be divulged. 

This piece of intelligence being communicated to all 
the company except Mr Crabtree, who ſuffered by his 
loſs of hearing, that cynic was ſoon after accolted by a 
lady, who, by means of an artifical alphabet, formed by 
a certain conjunction and diſpoſition of the fingers, aſked 
if he had heard any extraordinary news of late? Cadwal- 
lader, with his uſual complaiſance, replied, that he ſup- 
poſed ſhe took him for a courier or ſpy, by teizing him 
eternally with that queſtion. He then expatiated upon 
the fooliſh curiofity of mankind, 'which, he ſaid, muſt 
either procged from idleneſs or want of ideas; and repeat- 
ed almoſt Mbatim the officer's. information, a vague ridi- 
eulous report invented by ſome ignorant coxcomb, who 
wanted to give himſelf airs of importance, and 1 

only 


— EO —— 
kar han Ke 


- „„ nme 
A 


42% i 


116 Tix ADVENTURES or 


only by thoſe who were utterly unacquainted with the 
olitics and ſtrength of the French nation, 

In confirmation of what he had advanced, he endea- 
voured to demonſtrate how impoſſible it muſt be for that, 
py to fit out even the third part of ſuch a navy, ſo 

oon after the loſſes they had ſuſtained during the war; 
and confirmed bis proof by aſſerting, that, to his certain 
knowledge, the harbours of Breſt and Toulon could not 
at that time.produce a ſquadron of eight ſhips of the line. 

The member, who was an utter ſtranger to this miſ- 
anthrope, hearing his own afſeverations treated with ſuch 
contempt, glowed with confuſion and reſentment, and 


raiſing his voice, began to defend his own varacity with 


great eagerneſs and trepidation, mingling with his argu- 
ments many bluſtering invectives againſt the inſolence and 
ill-manners of his ſuppoſed contradictor, who fat with the 
molt mortifying compoſure of -countenance, till the of- 
ficer's patience was quite exhauſted ; and. then, to the 
manifeſt increaſe of his vexation, he was informed, that. 
his antagoniſt was ſo deaf, that in all probability the 
laſt trumpet would make no impreſſion upon him, wich- 


out a previous renovation of his. organs. 
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He cultivates an acquaintance with the miſanthrepe, who fa \ 
vours him with a ſhort ſketch.of is own hiſtory. 


ExePcrine was extremely well pleaſed: with this oc- 
cahonal rebuke, which occurred ſo ſeaſonably, that 

he could ſcarce believe it aceidental. He looked upon 
Cadwallader as the greateſt curioſity he had ever known; 
and cultivated the old man's acquaintance with ſuch in- 
finuating addreſs, that in Jeſs than a fortnight he obtain- 
ed his confidence. . As they one day walked into the 
fields together, the man-hater diſcloſed himſelf, in theſe 
words: Though the term of our communication has 
been but ſhort, you muſt have perceived, that I treat 
you with uncommon marks of regard; whigh, I aſſure 
* yon, is not owing to your Neben ments, nor 
the pains you take to oblige me; for the firſt I overlook, - 
and the laſt I ſee through: but there is ſomething in 
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your diſpoſition which indicates a rooted contempt forthe 
world, and | underſtand you have made ſome ſucceſsful 
efforts in expoſing one part of it to the ridicule of the 
other. It is upon this aſſurance that I offer you my ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance, in proſecuting other ſchemes of the 
ſame nature; and to convince you that ſuch an alliance 
is not to be rejected, Iwill now give you a ſhort ſketch 
of my hiſtory, which will be publiſhed after my death in 
forty-ſeven volumes of my own compiling. 

« | was born, about forty miles from this place, of pa- 
rents who, having a very old family-name to ſupport, 
beſtowed their whole fortune on my elder brother; ſo 
that I inherited of my father little elſe than a large ſhare 
of choler, to which I am indebted for a great many ad- 
ventures that did not always end to my fatisfaction. At 
the age of eighteen I was ſent up to town with a recom- 
mendation to a certain peer, who found means to amuſe. 
me with the promiſe of a commiſſion for ſeven whole 
years; and it is odds but 1 ſhould have made my fortune 
by my perſeverance, had not I been arreſted, and thrown 
into the Marſhalſea by my landlord, on whoſe credit L 
had ſubſiſted three years, after my father had renounced 
me as an idle vagabond. There Ll remained fix months 
among thoſe priſoners who have no other ſupport than 
chance charity, and contracted a very valuable acquaint- 


ance, which was of ou ſervice to me in the future 


emergencies of my 11 
I was no ſooner diſcharged, in conſequence of an act 
of parliament for the relief of inſolvent debtors, than I 
went to the houſe of my creditor, whom I cudgelled 
without mercy z and, that I might leave nothing un- 
done of thoſe things which I ought to have done, my 
next ſtage was to Weſtminſter-hall, where I waited un- 
til my patron came forth from the houſe, and ſaluted 
him with a blow that laid him ſenſeleſs on the pavement : 
but my retreat was not fo fortunate as I could have 
wiſhed : the chairmen and lacquies in waiting having 
ſurrounded and diſarmed me in a trice, I was committed 
to Newgate, and loaded with? chains; and a very ſaga- 
cious gentleman, who was afterwards hanged, having 
fat in judgment upon my caſe, pronounced me guilty of 
a capital crime, and foretold my condemnation at the 


Old 
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ed ; for, nobody appearing to proſecute me at the next 
ſeſſions, 1 was diſcharged by order of the court, It 
would be impoſſible for me to recount, in the compaſ 
of one day's converſation, all the particular exploits in 
which 1 bore a conſiderable ſhare : ſuffice it to fay, I 
have been at different times priſoner in all the gaol; 
within the bills of mortality. I have broke from ever 
round-houfe on this fide Temple-bar. No bailiff, in the 
days of my youth and deſperation, durlt execute a writ 
upon me without a dozen tollowers, and the juſtices 
themſelves trembled when [ was brought before them, 
I was once maimed by a carman with whom I quar- 
relled, becauſe he ridiculed my leek on St. David's day; 
my ſkull was fractured by a butcher's cleaver on the like 
occaſion. I have been run through the body five times, 
and loft the tip of my left ear by a piſtol bullet. In a 
rencounter of this kind, having left my-antagoniſt for 
dead, I was wiſe enough to make my retreat into 
France; and, a few days after my arrival at Paris, en. 
tering into converſation with ſome officers on the ſubject 
of * Fray a diſpute aroſe, in which J loſt my temper, 
and ſpoke ſo irreverently of the grand monargue, that 
next morning [ was ſent to the Baſtile by virtue of a /t- 
tre de cachet. There I remained for ſome months, de- 
prived of all intercourſe with rational creatures; a cir- 
cumſtance for which 1 was not ſorry, as 1 had the more 
time to project ſchemes of revenge againſt the tyrant 
who confined me and the wretch who had betrayed my 
private converſation : but, tired at length with theſe 
fruitleſs ſuggeſtions, I was fain. to unbend the ſeverity 
of my thoughts by a correſpondence with ſome induſtri- 
ous ſpiders, who had hung my dungeon with their inge- 
nious labours. 
© I conſidered their work with ſuch attention, that ! 
ſoon became an adept in the myſtery of weaving, and 
furniſhed myſelf with as many uſeful obſervations and- 
reflections on that art as will compoſe a very curious 
- treatiſe, which I-1ntend. to bequeath to the Royal So- 
cicty for the benefit of our woollen manufacture, and this- 
with a view to perpetuate my own name, rather than 
befriend wy country; for, thank Heaven! I am _— 
ted: 
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ed from all attachments of that kind, and look upon 
myſelf as one very little obliged to any ſociety whatſo- 
ever. Although I preſided with abſolute power over 
this long-legged community, and diſtributed rewards 
and puniſhments to each according to his deſerts, I grew 
impatient of my ſituation ; and, my natural diſpoſition 
one day prevailing like a fire which had Jong been ſmo- 
thered, I wreaked the fury of my indignation upon 
my innocent ſubjects, and in a agg: deltroyed the 
whole race. While I was employed in this general maſ- 
ſacre, the turnkey, who brought me food, opened the 
door, and, perceiving my tranſport, ſhrugged up his 
ſhoulders, and, leaving my allowance, went out pro- 
nouncing, Le pauvre diable! la tete lui tourne. My 
paſſion no ſooner ſubſided than I reſolved to profit by 
this opinion of the jailor, and from that day counter- 
feited lunacy with ſuch ſucceſs, that in leſs than three 
months I was delivered from the Baſtile, and ſent to the 
gallies, in which they thought my bodily vigour might 
be of ſervice, although the faculties of my mind were 
decayed. Before I was chained to the oar, I received 
zoo ſtripes by way of welcome, that I might thereby be 
rendered more tractable, notwithſtanding I uſed all the 


arguments in my power to perſuade them, I was only 


mad north-north-wejt, and, when the wind was ſouther- 
ly, knew a hawk from a hand-ſaw. 

In our ſecond cruize we had the good fortune to be 
overtaken by a tempeit, during which the ſlaves were 
unbound, that they might contribute the more to the 
preſervation of the galle 

lives, in caſe of ſhipwreck. We were no ſooner at liber- 
ty, than, making ourſelves maſters of the veſſel, we rob- 
bed the officers, and ran her on ſhore among rocks on 
the coaſt of Portugal, from whence TI haſtened to Liſ- 
bon, with a view of obtaining my paſſage in ſome ſhi 
bound for England, where, by this time, I hoped my 


affair was forgotten. 


* But, before this ſcheme could be accompliſhed, my 


evil genius led me into company; and, being intaxica- 


ted, I began to broach doctrines on the ſubject of reli- 
gion, at which ſome of the party were ſcandalized and 
incenſed; and I was next day dragged out of bed by 
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bills of credit, crofſed the Pyrenees, with intention to 


the officers of the Inquiſition, and conveyed to a cell in 
the priſon belonging to that tribunal. | 

At my firſt examination my reſentment was ftron 
enough to ſupport me under the torture, which I endy. 
red without flinching ; but my reſolution abated, and 
my zeal immediately cooled, when I nnderſtood from a 
fellow-priſoner, who groaned on the other fide of the 
partition, that in a ſhort time there would be an auts da 


be doomed to the flames, if I would not renounce my 
heretical errors, and ſubmit to ſuch penance as the 
church ſhould think fit to preſcribe. "This miſerable 
wretch was convicted of Judaiſm, which he had private- 
ly practiſed by connivance, for many years, until he had 
amaſſed a fortune ſufficient to attract the regard of the 
church. To this he fell a ſacrifice, and accordingly 
prepared himſelf for the ſtake ; while I, not at all am- 
bitious of the crown of martyrdom, reſolved to tempo- 
rize: ſo that, when I was brought to the queſtion the 
ſecond time, I made a ſolemn recantation. As I had 
no worldly fortune to obſtruct my ſalvation, I was re- 
ceived into the boſom of the church, and, by way of 
penance, injoined to walk barefoot to Rome 1n the habit 
of a pilgrim. | | 

During my peregrination through Spain, I was de- 
tained as a ſpy until I could procure credentials from the 
Inquiſition at Liſbon, and behaved with ſuch reſolution 
and reſerve, that, after being releaſed, I was deemed a 
proper perſon to be employed in quality of a ſeeret in- 
telligencer at a certain court. This office I undertook 
without heſitation, and, being furniſhed with money and 
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revenge myſelf upon the Spaniard for the ſeverities I 
had undergone during my captivity. 
* Having therefore effectually diſguiſed myſelf by a 
change of dreſs, and a large-patch on one eye, I hired 
an equipage, and appeared at Bologna in quality of an 
itinerant phyſician ; in which capacity I ſucceeded to- 
lerably well, till my ſervants decamped in the night with 
my baggage, and left me in the condition of Adam. 
In ſhort, I have travelled over the greateſt part of Eu- 
rope as a beggar, pilgrim, prieſt, ſoldier, gameſter, and 
| 1 quack, 
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quack, and felt the extremes of indigence and opulence. 
with the inclemency of weather, in all its viciſſitudes. L 
have learned, that the characters of mankind are eve 
where the ſame; that common ſenſe and honeſty bear 
an infinitely ſmall proportion to folly and vice, and that 
life is at beſt a paultry province. 

After having ſuffered innumerable hardſhips, dangers, 
and diſgraces, I returned to London, where I lived ſome 
years in a garret, and picked up a ſubſiſtence, ſuch as it 
was, by vending purges in the ſtreets from the back of 
a pied-horfe, in which ſituation I uſed to harangue the 


mob in broken Engliſh, under pretence of being a High- 
German doctor. 


At laſt an uncle died, by-whom I inherit an eſtate of 


zoo pounds per annum, though, in his lifetime, he would 
not have parted with a ſixpence to ſave my foul and bo- 
dy from perdition. 

I now appear in the world, not as a member of any 


community, or what is called a ſocial creature, but 


merely as a ſpectator, who entertains himſelf with the 


grimaces of a jack -- pudding, and banquets his ſpleen in 


bcholding his enemies at loggerheads. That. I may en- 
joy this diſpoſition, abſtracted from all interruption, 
danger, and participation, I feign myſelf deaf; an ex- 
pedient by which J not only avoid alt diſputes and their 
conſequences, but alſo become. maſter of a thouſand lit- 
tle ſecrets, which are every day whilpered in my pre- 
ſence, without any-ſuſpicion of their being overheard. 


You ſaw how I handled that ſhaltow politician at my 


Lady Plauſible's the- other day. The lame method [ 


practiſe upon the crazed Tory, the bigot Whig, che 
ſour ſupereilious pedant, the petulant critic, the ater. 
ing coward, the fawning tool, the pert. pimp, fly ſhar- 
per. and every other ſpecies of . kuaves and fools with 
which this kingdom abounds. 


In conſequence- of my rank and character I obtain 
free admiſſion. to the ladies, among whom I have acqui- 
red the appeHation of the Scandalous Chronicle, As I 
am conſidered. (while ſilent) in no other light than that 


of a footſtool or elbow-chair, they diveſt-their canverſa- 
tion of all reſtraint before me, and gratify my ſenſe of 
hearing with range things, which (if I could prevail 
Vor. II. 1 ', © upon 
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upon myſelf to give the world that ſatisfaction) would 
* compoſe a curious piece of ſecret hiſtory, and exhibit a 
quite different idea of characters from what is commonly 
© entertained - 

By this time, young gentleman, you may perceive, 
* that I have it in my power to be a valuable correſpon- 
dent, and that it will be your intereſt to deſerve my 
© confidence.” | 

Here the miſanthrope left off ſpeaking, detjrous to know 
the ſentiments of our hero, who embraced the proffered 
alliance in a tranſport of joy and ſurprize; and the treaty 
was no ſooner concluded than Mr, Crabtree began to per. 


form articles, by imparting to him a thouſand delicious 


ſecrets, from the poſſeſſion of which he promiſed himſelf 
innumerable ſcenes of mirth and enjoyment. By means of 
this aſſociate, whom he conſidered as the ring of Gyges, 
he foreſaw, that he ſhould be enabled to penetrate not 
only into the chambers, but even to the inmoſt thoughts 
of the female ſex. In order to ward off ſuſpicion, they 
agreed to revile each other in public, and meet at a cer- 
tain private rendezyous, to communicate their mutual dil- 
coveries, and concert their future operation. 


CHAP. LXIIII. 


Peregrine arrives at the garriſon, where he receives the laſt 
admonitions of Commodore Truxnion, who next day reſien. 
his breath, and is buried according to his own direction: 
Some gentlemen in the country make a fruitleſs attempt 15 
accommodate matters betwixt Mr. Gamaliel Pickle and 


his eldeſt ſon. 


BOUT four o'clock in the morning our hero arrived 
A. at the garriſon, where he found his generous uncle 
in extremity, ſupported in bed by Julia on one fide, and 
Lieutenant Hatchway on the other, while Mr. Jolter ad- 
miniſtered ſpiritual confolation to his ſoul, and between 
whiles comforted Mrs. Trunnion, who, with her maid, fat 
by the fire, weeping with great decorum ; the phylician 
having juſt taken his laſt fee, and retired, after pronoun - 
cing the fatal prognoſtic, in which he anxiouſly wiſhed he 
might not be miſtaken. 

Though 
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Though the commodore's ſpeech was interrupted by a 
violent hiccup, he {till retained the uſe of his ſenſes, and, 
when Peregrine approached, ſtretched out his hand with 
manifeſt ſigns of ſatisfaction. The young gentleman, 
whoſe heart overflowed with gratitude and affection, could 
ot behold ſuch a ſpectacle unmoved. He endeavoured to 
conceal his tenderneſs, which, in the wildneſs of his youth, 
and in the pride of his diſpoſition, he conſidered as a de- 
rogation from his manhood ; but, in ſpite of all his en- 
deavours, the tears guſhed from his eyes, while he kiſſed 
the old man's hand; and he was ſo utterly diſconcerted 
by his grief, that, when he attempted to ſpeak, his tongue 
denied its office; ſo that the commodore, perceiving his 
diſorder, made a laſt effort of ſtrength, and conſoled him 
in theſe words: *'Swab the ſpray from your bowſprit, my 
good lad, and coil up your ſpirits. You muſt not let 
the top-lifts of your heart give way, becauſe you ſee 
me ready to go down at theſe years; many a better man 
bas foundered before he has made half my way; thof I 
truſt, by the mercy of God, I ſhall be ſure in port in a 
very few glaſſes, and faſt moored in a molt bleſſed 
riding ; for my good friend Jolter hath overhauled the 
journal of my fins, and, by the obſervation he hath ta- 
ken of the ſtate of my ſoul, I hope I hall happily con- 
clude my voyage, and be brought up in the latitude of 
heaven. Here has been a doctor that wanted to flow 
me chock-full of phyſic; but, when a man's hour is 
come, what ſignifies his ming his departure with a 
pothecary's ſhop in his hold? Thoſe fellows come 
along-ſide of dying men, like the meſſengers of the ad- 
miralty with failing orders; but I told him as how I 
could flip my cable without his direction or aſſiſtance, 
and fo he hawled off in dudgeon. This curſed hiccup 
makes ſuch a rippling in the current of my ſpeech, that 
mayhap you don't underſtand what I fay. Now, 
while the ſucker of my wind-pump will go, I would 
willingly mention a few things, which I hope you will 
ſet down in the log-book of your remembrance, when I 
am ſtiff, d'ye ſee. There's your aunt ſitting whimper- 
ing by the fire, I defire you will keep her tight, warm, 
and eaſy in her old age; ſhe's an honeſt heart in her 
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* own way; and thof ſhe goes a little crank and humour- 
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* ſome, by being often overſtowed with Nantz and reſi. 
25 gion, ſhe has been a faithful ſhipmate to me, and I dare 
* lay never. turned in with another man ſince we firſt em. 
* barked in the ſame hottom.. Jack Hatchway, you know 
the trim of her as well as e'er a man in England, and! 
* believe ſhe has a kindneſs for you; whereby, if you two 
* will grapple in the way of matrimony, when J am gone, 
I do ſuppoſe that my godſon, for love of me, will al. 
low you to live in the garriſon all the days of your life, 

Peregrine aſſured him he would with pleaſure comply 
with any requeſt he ſhould make in behalf of two perſons 
whom he eſteemed ſo much. The lieutenant with a wag- 
gilh ſneer, which even the pry of the ſituation could 
not prevent, thauked them both for their good-will, tell. 
ing the commodore he was obliged to him for his friend- 
ſhip, in ſeeking to promote bim to the command of a veſ- 
ſe] which he himſelf had.wore out in the ſervice; that, 
notwithſtanding, he ſhould be content to take charge of 
her, though he could not help being ſhy of coming after 
ſuch an able navigator. 

Trunnion, exhaufted as he was, ſmiled” at this ſally, 
and, after forme pauſe, reſumed his admonitions in this 
manner: I need not talk of Pipes, becauſe I know you'll 
do for him without my. recommendation; the fellow has 
« ſathed with me in many a hard gale, and I'll warrant 
* him as ſtout a ſeaman as ever ſet face to the weather: 
but I hope you will take care of. the reſt of my crew, 
and not diſrate them, after I am dead, in favour of new 
followers. As, for that yourg woman, Ned. Gauntlet's 


* 


and has a reſpect for you; whereby, if you run her on 
board in an unlawful way, I leave my curſe upon you, 
and truſt you will never proſper in the voyage of life: 
but I believe you are more of an honeſt man than to be- 
have ſo much like a pirate. I beg of all love, you wool 
take care of your conſtitution, and beware of running 
foul of harlots, who are no better than fo many mer- 
maids, that fit upon rocks in the ſea, and hang out 34 
fair face for the deſtruction of paſſengers ; thof I muſt 
ſay, for my own part, I-never met with any of thoſe 
ſweet ſingers, and yet 1 have gone to ſea for the ſpace 
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daughter, I'm informed as how ſhe is an excellent wenctr, - 
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of thirty years. But, howſoever, ſteer your courſe clear . 
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of all ſuch brimſtone bitches; ſhun going to law as 
you would ſhun the devil, and look upon all attor- 
© nics as devouring ſharks, or ravenous fiſh of prey. As 
« ſoon as the breath is out of my body, let minute guns: 
be fired, till 1 am ſafe under ground: I would alſo be 
buried in the red jacket 1 had on, when I boarded and 
took the Renummy. Let my piſtols, cutlaſs, and pocket 
« compaſs, be laid in the coffin along with me. Let me 
be carried to the grave by my own men, rigged in the 
black caps and white fhirts which my barge's crew were 
© wont to wear; and they muſt Keep a good look out, 
that none of your pilfering raſcallions may come and 
© heave me up again, for the luere of what they can get, 
© until the carcaſe is belayed by a tomb-ſtone. As for the 
© motto, or what you call it, 1 leave that to you and Mr. 
© Jolter, who are ſcholars; but I do defire, that it may 
not be ingraved in the Greek or Latin lingoes, and 
much leſs in the French, which I abominate, but in plain 
© Engliſh, that when the angel comes to pipe a hands at 
the great day, he may know that I am a Britiſh man 
and ſpeak to me in my mother tongue. And now I 
have no more to ſay, but God in heaven have mercy 
* upon my ſoul, and ſend you all fair weather, whereſo- 
ever you are bound.“ So ſaying, he regarded every in- 
dividual around him with. a i, of complacency,. and 
cloſing his eyes, compoſed himſelf to reſt, while the whole 
audience, (Pipes himfelf not excepted),. were melted with 
ſorrow ; and Mrs. Trunnion conſented: to quit the room, 
that ſhe might not be expoſed. to the unſpeakable anguiſh. 
of ſeeing him expire. | 

His laſt moments, however, were not ſo near as they 
imagined; he began to doſe, and enjoyed ſmall intervals 
of eaſe, till next day in the afternoon ;. during which re- 
miſſions he was heard to pour forth many pious ejacula- 
tions, expreſſing his hope, that, for all the heavy cargo 
of his ſins, he ſhould be able to ſurmount the * 
ſhrouds of deſpair, and get aloft to the croſs-trees of 
God's good favour. At laſt, his voice ſunk ſq low as 
not to be diftinguiſhed ;. and having lain about an hour, 
almoſt without any perceptible ſigns of life, he gave up 
the ghoſt, with a groan that announced his deceaſe, , 
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Julia was no ſooner certified of this melancholy event, 

than ſhe ran to her aunt's chamber, _—_— aloud ; and 
immediately a very decent concert was performed by the 
good widow and her attendants, Peregrine and Hatch. 
way retired till the corpſe ſhould be laid out; and Pipes 
having ſurveyed the body, with a face of rueful attention, 
© Well fare thy ſoul, old Hawſer 'Yrunnion,” ſaid he: 
man and boy I have known thee theſe: five and thirty 
years, and ſure a truer heart never broke biſcuit. Ma. 
ny hard gale haſt thou weathered : but now thy ſpe! 
are all over, and thy hull fairly laid up. A better con» 
mander I'd never defire to ſerve ; and who. knows but [ 
may help to fet up thy ſtanding rigging in another 
world ?? 
All the ſervants of the houſe were affected with the lo 
of their old maſter, and the poor people in the neigh» 
bourhood affembled at the gate, and, by repeated how! 
ings, expreſſed their ſorrow for the death of their chari- 
table benefactor. Peregrine, though he felt every thing 
which love and gratitude could inſpire on this occalion, 
was not ſo much overwhelmed with affliction as to be in- 
capable of taking the management of the family into bis 
own hands. He gave dire&ions about the funeral with 
great diſcretion, after having paid the compliments «f 
condolence to his aunt, whom he conſoled with the aſſu- 
rance of his inviolable eſteem and affection. He ordered 
a ſuit of mourning to be made for every perſon in the 
garriſon, and invited all the neighbouring gentlemen to 
the burial, not even exceptin 15 father and brother 
Gam, who did not, however, RE the ceremony with 
their preſence ; nor was his mother humane enough to vi- 
fit her ſiſter-in-law in her diſtreſs. | 

In the method of interment, the commodore's injune- 
tions were obeyed to a tittle; and at the ſame time our 
hero made a donation of fifty pounds to the poor of the 
pariſh, as-a benefaction which his uncle had forgot to be- 
qucath. | 

Having performed theſe obſequies with the moſt piovs 
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punctuality, he examined the will, to which there was n9 


addition fince it had been firſt executed, adjuſted the pay- 
ment of all the legacies, and, being ſole executor, took an 
account of the eſtate to which ; had ieee 
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which, after all deductions, amounted to thirty thouſand 
pounds, The poſſeſſion of ſuch a fortune, of which he 
was abſolute maſter, did not at all contribute to the hu- 
miliation of his ſpirit, but inſpired him with new ideas of 

andeur and 3 and elevated his hope to the 
higheſt pinnacle of expectation. 

His domeſtic affairs being ſettled, he was viſited by al- 
moſt all the gentlemen of the country, who came to pay 
their compliments of congratulation, on his acceſſion to 
the eſtate; and ſome of them offered their good offices 
towards a reconciliation betwixt his father * him, 1ndu- 
ced by the general deteſtation which was, entertained for 
his brother Gam, who was by this time looked upon by 
his neighbours as a prodigy*of inſolence and malice. Our 
young {quire thanked them for their kind propoſal, which 
he accepted; and old Gamahel, at their-entreaties, ſeem- 
ed very well diſpoſed to an accommedation: but, as he 
would not venture to declare himſelf, before he had con- 
ſalted bis wife, his favourable diſpoſition was rendered 
altugether ineffectual, by the inſtigations of that impla- 
cable woman; and our hero reſigned all expectation of 
being reunited to his father's houſe. His brother, as uſu- 
al, took all opportunities of injuring his character, by 
falſe aſperſions and ſtories miſrepreſented, in order to pre- 


juslice his reputation: nor was his ſiſter Julia ſuffered to 


enjoy her good fortune in peace. Had he undergone ſuch 
perſecution from an alien to his blood, the world would 
have heard of his revenge ; but, notwithſtanding his in- 
dignation, he was too much tinAured: by the prejudices 
of conſanguinity, to lift his arm in judgment againſt the 
fon of his own paxyents; and this — abridged 
the term of his reſidence at the garriſon, where he Rad 
Propoled to ſtay for ſome months. 
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CHAP. LXXIV. 


The young gentleman having ſettled his domeſtic affairs, ar- 
rives in J.ondon, and ſets up a gay equipage. He meets 
with Emilia, and is introduced to her uncle. 


18 aunt, at the earneſt ſolicitations of Julia and her 
F huſband, took up her quarters at the houſe of that 
affectionate kinſwoman, who made it her chief ſtudy to 
comfort and cheriſh the diſconſolate widow ; and Jolter, 
in expectation of the hving, which was not yet vacant, 
remained in garriſon, in quality of land- ſteward upon our 
hero's country eſtate. As for the lieutenant, our young” 
gentlemen communed with him in a ſerious manner, about 
the commodore's propoſal of taking Mrs. Trunnion to 
wife; and Jack, being quite tired of the ſolitary ſitua- 
tion of a batchelor, which nothing but the company of 
his old commander could have enabled him to ſupport ſo 
long, far from diſcovering averſion to the match, obſer- 
ved with an arch ſmile, that it was not the firſt time he 
had commanded a veſſel in the abſence of Captain Trun- 
nion ; and therefore, if the widow was willing, he would 
cheerfully ſtand by her helm, and, as he hoped the duty 
would not be of long continuance, do his endeavour to. 
ſteer her ſafe into the port, where the commodore might 
come on board, and take charge of her again. 

In conſequence of this declaration, it was determined 
that Mr. Hatchway ſhould make his addreſſes to Mrs. 
Trunmon, as ſoon as decency would permit her to receive 
them; and Mr. Clover and his wife promiſed to exert 
their influence in his behalf. Mean while, Jack was de- 
fired to live at the caſtle as uſual, and aſſured, that it 
ſhould be put wholly in his poſſeſſion, as ſoon as he ſhould 

be able to accompliſh this matrimonial ſcheme. | 

When Peregrine had ſettled all theſe points to his own 
ſatisfaction, he took leave of all his friends, and repair- 
ing to the great city, purchaſed a new chariot and hor- 
ſes, put Pipes and another lacquey into rich liveries, took 
elegant lodgings in Pall-mall, and made a moſt remark- 
able appearance among the people of faſhion. It was 
ewing to this equipage, and the gaiety of his perſonal 

deportment, 
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deportment, that common fame, which is always a com- 
mon har, repreſented him as a young gentleman who had 
juit ſucceeded to an eſtate of five thouſand pounds per 
arinum, by the death of an uncle; that he was entitled 
to an equal fortune at the deceaſe of his own father, ex- 
cluſive of two conſiderable jointures, which would devolve 
upon him at the demiſe of his mother and aunt. This 
report, (falſe and ridiculous as it was), he could not find 
in his heart to contradict ; not but that he was ſorry to 
find himſelf ſo miſrepreſented : but his vanity would not 
allow him to take any ſtep that might diminiſh his im- 
portance in the opinion of thoſe who courted his acquaint- 
ance, on the ſuppoſition that his circumſtances were actu- 
ally as affluent as they were ſaid to be. Nay, ſo much 
was he infatuated by this weakneſs, that he reſolved to 
encourage the deception, by living up to the report: and 
accordingly, engaged in the molt expenſive parties of 
pleaſure z believing, that before his preſent finances ſhould 
be exhauſted, his fortune would be effectually made, by 
the perſonal accompliſliments he ſhould have occaſion to 
diſplay to the beau monde, in the courſe of his extrava- 
ance. In a word, vanity and pride were the ruling fo:- 
bes of our adventurer, who imagined himſelf ſufficiently 
qualified to retrieve his fortune in various ſhapes, long 
before he could have any idea of want or difficulty. He 
thought he ſhould have it in his power, at any time, to 
make prize of a rich heireſs, or opulent widow ; his am- 
bition had already aſpired to the heart of a young hand- 
ſome ducheſs dowager, to whoſe acquaintance he had 
found means to be introduced: or, ſhould matrimony 
chance to be unſuitable to his inclinations, he never 
doubted, that by the intereſt he might acquire among the 
nobility, he ſhould be favoured with ſome lucrative poſt, 
that would amply recompence him for the liberality of his 
diſpoſition. There are many young men who entertain 
the ſame expeRations with half the reaſon he had:to be 
ſo preſumptuous. 
In the midſt of theſe chimerical calculations, his paſ. 
ſion for Emilia did not ſubſide; but, on the contrary, be- 
an to rage to ſuch an inflammation of deſire, that her 
idea interfered with every other reflection, and abſolutely * 
diſabled. him from proſecuting the other. lofty wh: 9 
whic 
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which his imagination had projected. He therefore laid 


down the honeſt reſolution of viſiting her in all the ſplen- 
dor of his ſituation, in order to practiſe upon her virtue 
with all his art and addreſs, to the utmoſt extent of his 
influence and fortune. Nay, ſo effectually had his guilty 
paſhon abſorbed his principles of honour, confcience, hu- 
manity, and regard for the commodore's laſt words, that 
he was baſe enough to rejoice at the abſence of bis friend 
Godfrey, who being then with his regiment in Ireland, 
could not dive into his purpoſe or take meaſures for fru- 
ſtrating his vicious deſign. 

Fraught with theſe heroic ſentiments, he determined to 
ſet out for Suſſex in his chariot and fix, attended by his 
valet de chambre and two footmen ; and as he was now 
ſenſible, that in his laſt eſſay he had miſtaken his cue, he 
determined to change his battery, and ſap the fortreſs, by 
the moſt ſubmiſſive, ſoft, and inſinuating behaviour. 

On the evening that preceded this purpoſed expedition, 
he went into one of the boxes at the play-houſe, as uſual, 
to ſhew himſelf to the ladies; and in reconnoitring the 
company through a glaſs, (for no other reaſon, but be- 
cauſe it was faſhionable to be purblind), perceived his 
miſtreſs very plainly dreſſed, in one of the ſeats above the 
ſtage, talking to another young woman of a very home 
ly appearance. Though his heart beat the alarm with 
the utmoſt impatience at the fight of his Emilia, he was 
for ſome minutes deterred from obeying the impulſe of 
his love, by the preſcuce of ſome ladies of faſnion, who, 
he feared, would think the worſe of him, ſhould they ſee 
him make his compliment in public to a perſon of her fi- 
2 Nor would the violence of his inclination have ſo 

r prevailed over his pride, as to Jead him thither, had 
not he recolle&ed, that his quality friends wovld look 
upon her as ſome handſome Abigail, with whom he had 
an affair of gallantry, and of conſequeuce give him credit 
for the intrigue. 

Encouraged by this ſuggeſtion, he complied with the 
dictates of love, and flew to the place where his charmer 
fat. His air and dreſs were ſo remarkable, that it was 
almoſt impoſſible he ſhould have eſcaped the eyes of a cu- 


rious obferver, eſpecially as he had choſen a time for co- 


ming in, when his entrance could not fail to attract the 
notice, 
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notice of the ſpectators; I mean, when the whole houſe 
was huſhed in attention to the performance on the ſtage. 
Emilia, therefore, perceived bita at his firlt ce 6 
ſhe found herſelf diſcovered by the direction of his glaſs, 
and gueſſing his intention by his abrupt retreat from the 
box, ſummoned all her fortitude to her aid, ard prepa- 
red for his reception. He advanced to her with an air 
of eagerneſs and joy, tempered with modeſty and reſpec, 
and expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſecing her, with a ſeem- 
ing reverence of regard. Though ſhe was extremely well 
pleaſed at this unexpected behaviour, ſhe ſuppreſſed the 
emotions of her heart, and anſwered his compliments with 
affected eaſe and unconcern, ſuch as might denote the 
good humour of a perſon who meets by accident with an 
indifferent acquaintance, After having certified himſelf 
of her own good health, he very kindly inquired about 
her mother and Miſs Sophy, gave her to underſtand, that 
he had lately been favoured with a letter from Godfrey, 
that he had actually intended to ſet out next morning on 
a viſit to Mrs. Gauntlet, which (now that he was fo hap- 
py as to meet with her) he would poſtpone, until he 
thould bave the pleaſure of attending her to the country. 
After having thanked him for his polite intention, ' ſhe 
told him, that her mother was expected in town in a few 
days, and that ſhe herſelf had come to London ſome 
weeks ago, to give her attendance upon her aunt, who 
had been dangerouſly ill, but was now pretty well reco- 

vered. | 
Although the converſation of courſe turned upon ge- 
neral topics, during the entertainment he took all oppor- 
tunities of being particular with bis eyes, through which 
he conveyed a thouſand tender proteltations. She ſaw, 
and inwardly rejoiced at the humility of his looks; but, 
far from rewarding it with one approving glance, ſhe in- 
duſtriouſly avoided this ocular intercourſe, and rather co- 
quetted with a young gentleman that ogled her from the 
oppolite box. Peregrine's penetration eaſily detected her 
ſentiments, and he was nettled at her diſſimulation, which 
ſerved to confirm him in his unwarrantable defigns upon 
her perſon. He perfiſted in his aſſiduities with indefati- 
able perſeverance: when the play was concluded, handed 
36 and her companion to a hackney-coach, and with 
| difficulty 


if 
l 
: 
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difficulty was permitted to eſcort them to the houſe of 
Emilia's uncle, to whom our hero was introduced by the 
young lady, as an intimate friend of her brother Godfrey, 
The old gentleman, who was no ſtranger to the nature 
of Peregrine's connection with his ſiſter's family, prevail. 
ed upon him to ſtay ſupper, and ſeemed particularly well 
leated with his converſation and deportment, which by 
help of his natural ſagacity, he wonderfully adapted to 
the humour of his entertainer. After ſupper, when the 
ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen called for his pipe, 
our ſly adventurer followed his example. Though he ab- 
horred the plant, he ſmoked with an air of infinite ſatis- 
faction, and expatiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as if 
he had been deeply concerned in the Virginia trade. In 
the progreſs of the diſcourſe, he conſulted the merchant's 
diſpoſition ; and the national debt coming upon the car- 
et, held forth upon the funds like a profeſſed broker, 
hen the alderman complained of the reſtrictions and 
diſcouragement of trade, his gueſt inveighed againſt ex- 
orbitant dutics, with the nature of which he — as 
well acquainted as any commiſſioner of the cuſtoms ; ſo 
that the uncle was aſtoniſhed at the extent of his know- 
ledge, and expreſſed his ſurprize, that a gay young gen- 
tleman like him, ſhould have found either leiſure or incli- 
nation to conſider ſubjects ſo foreign to the faſhionable 
amuſements of youth. | 
Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell him, that 
he was deſcended from a race of merchants; and that, 
early in life, he had made it his befineſs to inftruct 
himſelf in the different branches of trade, - which he not 
only ſtudied as his family- profeſſion, but alſo as the ſource 
of all our national riches and power. He then launched 
out in praiſe of commerce, and the promoters thereof; 
and, by way of contraſt, employed all his ridicule, in 
drawing ſuch ludicrous. pictures of the manners and edu- 
cation of what is called high life, that the trader's ſides 
were ſhaken by laughter, even to the danger of his life; 
and he looked upon aur adventurer as a miracle of ſobrie- 
ty and good ſenſe. | | 
Having thus ingratiated himſelf with the uncle, Pere- 


grine took his leave, and next day in the forenoon viſited 


the niece in his chariot, after ſhe had been admoniſhed hy 
1 her 
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her kinſman to behave with circumſpection, and caution- 
ed againſt neglecting of diſcouraging the addreſſes of 
{uch a valuable admirer. 225 


CHAP. LXXV. 


He proſecutes his deſign upon Emilia with great art and 
perſeverance. 


UR adventurer, having by his hypocrify obtained 
free acceſs to his miſtreſs, began the ſiege, by pro- 
feſſing the molt ſincere contrition for his former Jevity, 
and imploring her forgiveneſs with ſuch earneil ſupplica- 
tion, that, guarded as ſhe was againſt his flattering arts, 
ſhe began to believe his proteſtations, which were even 
accompanied with tears, and abated a good deal of that 
ſeverity and diltance ſhe had propoſed to maintain during 
this interview. She would not, however, favour him with 
the leaſt acknowledgment of a mutual paſſion, becauſe, in 
the midit of his vows of eternal conſtancy and truth, he 
did not mention one ſyllable of wedlock, though he was 
now entirely maſter of his own conduct; and this couſi- 
deration created a doubt, which fortified her againit all 
his attacks : yet, what her diſcretion would have conceal- 
ed, was diſcovered by her eyes, which, in ſpite of all her 
endeavours, breathed forth complacency and love. For 
her inclination was flattered by her own feif-ſufficier.cy, 
which imputed her admirer's filence, in that particular, 
to the hurry and perturbation of his ſpirits, and perſuad- 
ed her, that he could not poſſibly regard her with any 
other than honourable intentions. 
The infidious lover exulted in the tenderneſs of her 
looks, from which he preſaged a complete victory; but, 
that he might not over-ſhoot himſelf by bis own precipi- 
tation, he would not run the ritk of declaring himſelf, 
until her heart ſhould be ſo far entangled within bis 
ſnares, as that neither the ſuggeſtions of honour, pru- 
dence, or pride ſhould be able io diſengage it. Armed 
with this reſolution, he reſtrained the impatience of his 
temper, within the limits of the molt delicate deportment. 
After having ſolicited and obtained permiſſion to attend 
her to the next opera, he took her by the hand, and preſ- 
Vor. Il. . M ſing 
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ſing it to his lips in the moſt reſpectful manner, went 
away, leaving her in a moſt whimtical late of ſuſpence, 
checquered with an intereſting vieiſſitude of hope and 
fear. 

Q 1 the appointed day, he appeared again about five 
o'clock in the afternoon, and found her native charms ſo 
much improved by the advantages of dreſs, that he was 
tranſported with admiration and delight; and while he 
conducted her to the Hay- market, could ſcarce bridle the 
impetuoſity of his paſſion, ſo as to obſerve the forbearin 
maxims he had adopted. When ſhe entered the pit, he 
had abundance of food for the gratification of his vanity; 
for, in a moment, ſhe eclipſed all the female part of the 
audience, each individual allowing in her own heart, that 
the ſtranger was by far the handſomeſt woman there pre- 
ſent, except herſelf, 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double triumph; 
he was vain of this opportunity to enhance his reputation 


for gallantry among the ladies of faſhion, who knew him, 


and proud of an occaſion to diſplay his quality acquaint- 
ance to Emilia, that ſhe might entertain the greater idea 
of the conquelt ſhe had made, and pay the more deference 
to his importance in the ſequel of his addreſſes. That he 
might profit as much as poſſible by this ſituation, he went 
up and accoited every perſon in the pit, with whom he 
ever had the leaſt communication, whiſpered and laughed 
with an affected air of familiarity, and even bowed art a 


_ diltance to ſome of the nobility, on the lender founda- 


tion of having ſtood near them at court, or preſented 
them with a pinch of rappee at White's chocolate houſe. 

This ridiculous oftentation, though now practiſed with 
a view of promoting his defign, was a weakneſs that, in 
ſome degree, infected the whole of his behaviour; for 
nothing gave him ſo much joy in converſation, as an op- 
portunity of giving the company to underſtand how well 
he was with perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank and character: 


he would often (for example) < bſerve, as it were ceca- 


fionally, that the duke of G was one of the beſt na- 


tured men in the world, and illuſtrate this afſertion by 
ſome inſtance of his affability, in which he himſelf was 
concerned: then, by an abrupt tranſntion, he would re- 
Reat ſome repartee of lady , and mention a * 
ö | 0.8 
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tn not of the Earl of C —, which was uttered in his 
hearing. 

Abundance of young men, in this manner, make free 
with the names, though they have vever had acceſs to the 
pcrſyns of the nobility : but this was not the caſe with 
Peregrine, who, in conſideration of his appearance and 
{uppoled fortune, together with the advantage of his in- 
troduction, was by this time freely admitted to the tables 
of the great. | 

In his return with Emilia from the opera, though he 
ſtill maintained the molt ſerupulous decorum in his beha- 
viour, he plied her with the molt paſſionate expreſſions ct 
love, ſqueezed: her hand with great fervency, proteſted 
that his whole ſoul was engroſſed by her idea, and that 
be could not exiſt independent of her favour. Pleaſed as 
ſhe was with his warm and pathetic addreſſes, together 
with the reſpectful manner of his making love, ſhe yet 
had prudence and reſolution ſufficient to contain her ten- 
derneſs, which was ready to run over; being fortified 
againſt his arts, by reflecting, that if his aim was honour- 
uble, it was now his bulines; to declare it. On this:cor- 
ſderativn, ſhe refuſed to make any ſerious reply to his 
earneſt expoſtulations, but affected to receive them as the 
undetermined effuſions of gallantry and good breeding. 

This fictitious gaiety and good humour, thooph it 
baffled his hope of extorting from her an acknowledgment 
of which he migkt have taken immediate advantage, ne- 
vertheleſs encouraged him to obſerve, (as the chariot. pa{+ 
fed along the Strand) that the night was far advanced; 
that ſupper would certainly be over before they could 
reach her uncle's houſe ; and to propoſe that he ſhould 
wait upon her to ſome place where they might be accom - 
modated with a flight refreſhment. She was offended at 
the freedom of this propoſal, which, however, ſhe treated 
as a joke, thanking him for ls courteous offer, and aſ- 
'/uring him, that when ſhe ſhould. be. diſpoſed for a tavern- 
treat, he alone ſhould have the honour of beilowing it. 

Her kinſman being engaged with company «broad, 
and her aunt retired to reſt, he had the good fortune to 
enjoy a tete a tfte with her during a whole hour, which 
he employed with ſuck conſummate {kill, that her caution 
was almolt overcome, Ile not only ailailed her with the 
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artillery of ſighs, vows, prayers and tears, but even 
pawned his honour in behalf of his love. He ſwore, with 
many imprecations, that although her heart were furren- 

ered to him at diſcretion, there was a principle within 
him which would never allow him to injure ſuch inno- 
cence and beauty; and the tranfports of his paſſion had, 
upon this occaſion, ſo far overſhot his purpoſe, that if ſhe 
had demanded an explanation, while he was thus agitat- 
ed, he would have engaged himfelf to her wiſh by ſuch 
ties, as he could not poſſibly break, with any regard to 
h:s reputation. But, from ſuch expoſtulation, be was 
deterred partly by pride, and partly by the dread of find- 
ing herſe!f miſtaken in ſuch an intereſting conjecture. 
She therefore enjoyed the preſent flattering appearance 
of her fate, was prevailed upon to accept the jewels, 
which he purchaſed with part of his winning at Bath, and 
with the moit inchanting condeſcenſion ſubmitted to a 
warm embrace,” when he took his Jeave, after having ob- 
tained permiſſion to viſit her as often as his inclination 
and convenience would permit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, he was buoyed up 
with -his ſucceſs to an extravagance of hope, already con- 
gratulated himſelf upon his triumph over Emilia's virtue, 
and began to project future conqueſts among the moſt 
dignified characters of the female ſex. But his attention 
was not at all diſſipated by theſe vain reflections; he 
reſolved to concentrate the whole exertion of his ſoul 
upon the execution of his preſent plan, deſiſted, in the 
mean time, from all other ſchemes of pleaſure, intereſt 
and ambition, and took lodgings in the city, for the more 
commodious accompliſhment of his purpoſe. | 

While our lover's imagination was thus agreeably re- 
galed, his miſtreſs did not enjoy her expeQations, with- 
out the intervention of doubts and anxicty. His filence 
tonching the final aim of his addreſſes was a myſtery on 
which ſhe was afraid of exerciling her ſagacity ; and her 
uncle tormented her with inquiries into the circumſtances 
of Peregrine's profeſſions and deport ment. Rather than 
give this relation the leaft cauſe of ſuſpicion, which muſt 
have cut off all intercourſe betwixt her and her admirer, 
ſhe ſaid every thing which ſhe thought would 1atisfy his 


care and coucera for her welfare; and, in conſequence of 


tuch 
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ſach repreſentation,” ſhe enjoyed, without reſerve, the 
company of our adventurer, who proſecuted®his plan with - 
furprizing eagerneſs and perſeverance. | 


"CHAP. LV. 


Ile prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a maſquerade, 
makes a treacherous attempt upon her aſſeclian, and meets 


with a deſerved repulſe. 
CARCE a night elapſed in which he did not conduct 


) her to ſome public entertainment. When, by the 
dint of his inſidious carriage, he thought himſelf in full 
poſſeſſion of her conlidence and affection, be Jay in wait 
for an opportunity; and hearing her obſerve in converſa- 
tion, that ſhe had never been at a maſquerade, begged leave 
to attend her to the next ball ; at the ſame time, extend- 
ing his invitation to the young Jady, in whoſe company 
he had found her at the play, the being preſent when this 
ſubject of diſcourſe was introduced. He bad flattered 
himſelf, that this gentlewoman would decline the pro- 
puſal, as ſhe was a perſon ſeemingly of a demure diſpoſi- 
tion, who had been born and bred in the city, where ſuch - 
diverſions are looked upon as ſcenes of lewdneſs and de- 
bauchery. For once, however, he reckoned without his 
hoſt ; curioſity is as prevalent in the city as at- the court 
end of the town: Emilia no ſooner. ſignified her aſſent to 
his propoſal, than her friend, with an air of- ſatisfaction, 
agreed to make one of the partie ; and he was obliged to 

thank her for that complaiſance which laid him r . in- 
finite mortification. He ſet his genius at work, to ins - 
vent ſome ſcheme for preventing her unſeaſonable intru- 
lion. Had an opportunity offered, he would have ated 
as her phyſician, - and adminiſtered a medicine- that 
would have laid her under» the. neceflity of ſtaying at 
home: but his, acquaintance with her being too flight to 
furniſh bim with the means of execnting this expedient, 
he deviſed another, which was practiſed with all imagina- 
ble ſucceſs. Underſtanding that her grandmother had 
left her a ſum of money independent of her parents, he 
eonveyed a letter to her mother, intimating, that her 


WM 3- daughter, . 
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e on pretence of going to the maſquerade, in- 


tended to beſtow herſelf in marriage to a certain perſon, 
and that in a few days ſhe would 'be iaformed of the eir- 
cumſtances of the whole intrigue, provided ſhe would 
keep this information Tecret, and contrive ſome excuſe 
for detainirg the young lady at home, without giving 
her cauſe to believe ſhe was appriſed of her intention, 
This billet, ſubſcribed, Tour awed/-viſher, and unknown 
humble ſervant, had the defired effect upon the careful 
matron, who, on the ball-day, ſeigned herſelf ſo ex- 
tremely ill that miſs could not with any decency quit 
her mamma's apartment; and therefore ſent her apology 
to Emilia in the afternoon,. immediately after the ar- 
rival of Peregrine, who pretended to be very much afflict- 
ed with the diſappointment, while his heart throbbed 
with a tranſport of joy. 

About ten o'clock the lovers ſet out for the Hay mar- 
ket, be being dreſſed in the habit of Pantaloon, and ſhe- 
in that ef Columbine: and they had ſcarce entered the 
houſe, when the muſe ſtruck up, the curtain was with-- 
drawn, and the whole ſcene diſplayed at once, to the ad- 
miration of Emilia, whoſe expectation was infinitely ſur- 
paſſed by this exhibition. Our gallant having conducted 
her through all the different apartments, and deſcribed 
the economy of the place, led her into the cirele, and in 
their turn, they danced ſeveral minutes; then going to 
the fide-board, he prevailed upon her to eat ſome fweet- 
meats and drink à glaſs of Champagne. After a ſecond 
review of the company, they engaged in eountry-dances, 
at which exerciſe they continued, until our adventurer 
concluded, that his partner's blood was ſufficiently warm- 
ed for the proſecution of his deſign, On this ſuppoti- 
tion, which was built upon her declaring that ſhe was thir- 
ſty and fatigued, he perſuaded her to take a little refreſh- 
ment and repoſe ; aud for that purpoſe, handed her down 
ſtairs into the eating-room, where having ſeated her on. 
the floor, hie preſented her with a glaſs F wine and wa- 
ter; and as ſhe complained of being faint, enriched the 
draught with ſome drops of a certain exiler, which he re- 
commended as a mclt excellent reſtorative, tho? it was no 
other than a ſtimulating tincture, which he had treacher- 
ouſly provided for the occation. Having ſwallowed this 
potion, 
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potion, by which her ſpitits were manifeſtly exhilerated, 
ſhe ate a ſlice of ham, with the wing of a cold pullet, and 
concluded the meal with a glaſs of Burgundy, which ſhe 
drank at the earneſt entreaty of her admirer. "Theſe ex- 
traordinary cordials co-operating with the ferment of her 
blood, which was heated by * . motion, could not fail 
to affect the conſtitution of a delicate young creature, 
who was naturally ſprightly and volatile. Her eyes be- 

an to ſparkle with unuſual fire and vivacity, a thouſand- 
brilliant ſallies of wit eſcaped her, and every maſk that 
accoſted her underwent ſome ſmarting repartee. 

, Peregrine, overjoyed at the ſucceſs of his adminiſtration, 
propoſed that they ſhould reſume their places at the 
country-dances, with a view to promote and aſſiſt the 
efficacy of his elixir ; and when he thought her diſpoſition 
was properly adapted for the theme, began to ply her 
with all the elocution of love. In order tb elevate his 
awn ſpirits to that pitch of reſolution which his ſcheme 
required, he drank two whole bottles of Burgundy, 
which inflamed his paſſwn to. ſuch. a degree, that he 
found himſelf capable of undertaking and perpetrating 
any ſcheme for the gratilication of his deſire. 

Emilia, warmed by ſo many concurring incentives, in 
favour of the man ſhe loved, abated conſiderably of her 
wonted reſerve, liſtened to his proteſtation with undiſ- 
ſembled pleaſure, and in the confidence of her ſatisfaction, 
even owned him abfotate maſter of her afſections. Ra- 
viſhed with his confeſhon, he now deemed himſelf on the 
briak of reaping the delicious fruits of his art and aſſi - 
duity; and the morning being already pretty far advan- 
ced, aſſem ed with rapture to the firlt propoſal ſhe made of 
retiring to her lodgings. The blinds of the chariot be- 
10g pulled up, he took advantage of the favourable fitua- 
tion of her thoughts; and on pretence of being whimſical, 
in conſequence ot the wine he had ſwallowed, claſped her 
in his arms, and imprinted a thouſand kiſſes on her pout- 
ing lips, a freedom which ſhe pardoned as the privilege 
of intoxication, While he thus indulged himſelf with 
impunity, the carriage halted, and Pipes opening the 
door, his maſter handed her into the paſſage, before ſhe 
perceived that it was, not her uncle's houſe, at which 
they had alighted. | 3 75 

. Alarmed 
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Alarmed at this diſcovery, - ſhe with, ſome confuſion 
deſired to know his reaſon for conducting her to a ſtrange 
lace at theſe hours : but he made no reply, until he had. 
[eq her into an apartment,. when he gave her to under- 
ſtand, that as her uncle's family muſt be diſturbed by her 
going thither ſo late in the night, and the ſtreets near 
Cemple-bar were infeſted by a multitude of robbers and 
cut-throats, he had ordered his coachman to halt at this 
houſe, which was kept by a relation of his, a mighty 
good ſort of gentlewoman, who would be proud of an 
opportunity to accommodate a perſon for whom he was 
known to entertain ſuch a tenderneſs and elteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to be impoſed upon 
by this plaufible pretext : in ſpite of her partiality for 
Peregrine, which had never been- inflamed to ſuch a-pitch 
of complacency before, ſhe comprehended his -whole plan 
in a twinkling. Though her blood boiled with indigna- 
tion, ſhe thanked him with an affected air of ſerenity, for 
his kind concern, and expreſſed her obligation to his cou- 
fin ; but, at the fam? time, infiited upon going home, 
leit her abſence ſhould terrify her uncle and aunt, who. 
ſhe knew would not retire to reſt till her return. 

He urged her, with a thouſand remonſtrances, to con- 
ſult her own eaſe and ſafety, promiſing to ſend Pipes into 
the city for the ſatisfaction of her relations; but, findin 
her obſtinately deaf to his entreaties, he aſſured her, that 
he would in a few minutes comply with her requeſt, and 
in the mean time begged ſhe would fortify herſelf again|t' 
the cold with a cordial, which he poured out in her pre- 
ſence, and which (now that her ſuſpicion-was arouzed) 
ſhe refuſed to taite, notwithſtanding all his importunities. 
He then fell upon his knees before her, and, the tears 
guſhing from his eyes, ſwore, that his paſſion was wound 
up to ſuch a pitch of impatience, that he could no longer 
live upon the unſubſtantial food of expectation, and that, 
if ſhe would not vouchſaſe to crown his happineſs, he 
would forthwith ſacrifice himſelf to her diſdain. Such an 
abrupt addreſs, accompanied with all the ſymptoms of 
frantic agitation, could not fail to perplex and affright the 
gentle Emilia, who, after ſome recollection, replied with 
a reſolute tone, that ſhe could not ſee what reaſon he had 
to complain of her reſerve, which ſhe was not at liberty to- 

lay 
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lay entirely aſide, until he ſhould have avowed his inten- 
tions in form, and obtained the ſanction of thoſe whom it 
was her duty to obey. © Divine creature?* (cried he, ſei- 
zing her hand, and prefling it to his lips), * it is from 
you alone I hope for that condeſcenſion, which would 
© overwhelm me with tranſports of celeſtial bliſs. The ſen- 
timents of parents are fordid, filly, and confined ; ſeek 
not then to ſubject my paſſions to ſuch low reftriftions 
as were calculated for the purpoſes of common life. My 


ters, which ſerve only to deſtroy the merit of voluntary 
affection, and to upbraid a man inceſſantly with the ar- 
ticles of compulſion under which he lies. My dear an- 
gel! ſpare me the mortification of being compelled to 
love you, and reign fole empreſs of my heart and for- 
tune. I will not affront you ſo much as to talk of ſet- 
tlements; my all is at your diſpoſal. In this pocket- 
book are notes to the amount of 2cco pounds; do me 
the pleaſure to accept of them ; to-morrow I will lay 
10,000 more in your lap. In a word, you ſhall be mi- 
ſtreſs of my whole eſtate, and I ſhall think myſelf happy 
in living dependent on your bounty !? 

Heavens! what were the emotions of the virtuons, the 
ſenſible, the delicate, the tender Emilia's heart, when ſhe 
heard this inſolent declaration from the mouth of a man, 
whom ſhe had honoured with her affection and efteem! It 
was not fimply horror, grief, or indignation, that ſhe felt, 
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in conſequence of this unworthy treatment, but the united 


pangs of all together, which produced à ſort of hyſteric 
augh, while ſhe Told him, that ſhe could not help admi- 
ring his generoſity, 

eceived by this convulſion and the ironical compliment 
that attended it, the lover thought he had already made 
great progreſs in his operations, and that it was now his 
buſineſs to ſtorm the fort by a vigorous aſſault, that be 
might ſpare her the confuſion of yielding without reſiſt- 
ance, Poſſeſſed by this vain ſuggeſtion, he ſtarted up, 
and, folding her in his arms, began to obey the furious 
dictate of his unruly and ungenerous deſire. With an air 
of cool determination ſhe demanded a parley, and, when, 
upon her repeated requeſt, he granted it, addreſſed herſelf 
to him in theſe words, while her eyes gleamed with all the 
dignity 


love is too delicate and rehned to wear thoſe vulgar | 
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dignity of the moſt awful reſentment :—* Sir, I ſcorn to 
upbraid you with a repetition of your former vows and 
proteſtations, nor will I recapitulate the little arts you 
have practiſed to enſnare my heart; becauſe, though, 
by dint of the moſt perfidious diflimulation, you have 
found means to deceive my opinion, your utmoſt efforts 
have never been able to lull the vigilance of my conduct, 
or to engage my affection beyond the power of diſcard- 
ing you without a tear, whenever my honour ſhould de- 
mand ſuch a ſacrifice, Sir, you are unworthy of my 
concern or regret, and the ſigh that now ſttuggles from 
my breaſt is the reſult of ſorrow for my own want of 
diſcernment. - As for your preſent attempt upon my 
chaſtity, I deſpiſe your power, as I deteſt your inten- 
tion. Though, under the maſk of the moſt delicate re- 
ſpe&, you have decoyed me from the immediate protec- 
tion of my friends, and eontrived other copious ſtrata- 
gems to ruin my peace and reputation, I confide too 
much in my own innocence, and the authority of the 
law, to admit one thought of fear, much leſs to fink 
under the horror of this hockin ſituation into which J 
have been ſeduced{* Sir, e e ISS on this occa- 
Hon is in all reſpects low and contemptible; for, ruffian 
as you are, you durſt not harbour one thought of exe- 
cuting your execrable ſcheme, while you knew my bro- 
ther was near enough to prevent, or revenge the inſult ; 
ſo that you muſt not only be a treacherous villain, but 
« alſo a mult deſpicable coward.“ Having expreſſed her- 
ſelf in this manner, with a moſt majeſtic ſeverity of aſpect, 
ſhe opened the door, and, walking down ſtairs with ſur- 
prizing reſolution, committed herſelf to the care of a 
watchman, who accommodated her with a hackney-chair, 
in which ſhe was ſafely conveyed to her uncle's houſe, 
Mean while the lover was ſo confounded and overawed | 
by theſe cutting reproaches, and her animated behaviour; 
that all his reſolution forſook him, and he found. himſelf 
not only incapable of obſtructing her retreat, but even of 
uttering ore ſyllable to deprecate her wrath, or extenuate 
the guilt of his own conduct. The nature of his difap- 
ointment, and the keen remorſe that ſeized him, when 
E reflected upon the diſhonourable footing on which his 
character tood with Emilia, raiſed fuch perturbation in 
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his mind, that his ſilence was ſucceeded by a violent fit of 
diſtraction, during which he raved like a bedlamite, and 
ated a thouſand extravagances, which convinced the peo- 
ple of the houſe, (a certain bagnio), that he had actually 
loſt his wits. Pipes, with great concern, adopted the 
ſame opinion, and, being aſlilted by the waiters, hindered 
him, by main force, from running out and purſuing the 
fair fugitive, whom 1n his delirium, he alteraately curſed 
and commended with horrid imprecations, and laviih ap- 
plauſe. His faithful valet, having waited two whole hours 
in hopes of ſeeing this gull of paſſion overblown, and per- 
ceiving that the paroxyſm ſeemed rather to increaſe, very 
prudently ſent for a phyſician of his maſter's acquaint- 
ance, who, having conſidered the circumſtances and ſymp - 
toms of the diſorder, directed, that he ſhould be plenti- 
fully blooded without loſs of time, and preſcribed a draught 
to compoſe the tumult of his ſpirits. Theſe orders being 
punctually performed, he grew more calin and tractable, 
recovered his reflection ſo far as to be aſhamed of the ec- 
ſtaſy he had undergone, ſuffered himſelf quietly to be un- 
drefled and put to , oy where the fatigue, occaſioned by 
his excerciſe: at the maſquerade, co-operated with the pre- 
ſent diſſipation of the ſpirits to lull him into a profound 
ſleep, which greatly tended to the preſervation of his in- 
tellects: not that he found himſelf in a ſtate of perfect 
tranquillity when he waked about noon. The remem- 
brance of what had paſſeꝗ overwhelmed him with mortifi- 
cation, Emilia's invectives ſtill ſounded in his ears; and, 
while he deeply reſented her diſdain, he could not help 
admiring her ſpirit, and in his heart did homage to her 
charms. 


c HAP. LXXVII. 


He end{2avours to reconcile himſelf to his miſtreſs, and exp 
tulates with the uncle, who forbids him the houſe. 


N this ſtate of diviſion he went home to his own lodgings 
in a chair; and while he deliberated with himſelf whe- 
ther he fhould relinquiſh the purſuit, and endeavcur to ba- 
niſh her idea from his breaſt, or go immediately and humble 
himſelf before his exaſperatel miſtreſs, and offer his hand 
| | as 
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as an atonement for his crime, his ſervant put in his hand 
a packet, which had been delivered by a ticket-porter, at 
the door. He no ſooner perceived that the ſuperſeription 
was in Emilia's hand-writing, than he gueſſed the nature 
of the contents; and opening the ſeal with diſordered ea- 
gerneſs, found the jewels he had given to her, incloſed in 
a billet-couched in theſe words : . 


* Thar I may have no cauſe to reproach myſelf with 
© having retained the leaſt memorial of a wretch whom J 

equally depiſe and ahhor, I take this opportunity of 
© re{toring theſe ineffectual inſtruments of his infamous 
* delign upon the honour of EMILIA.“ 


His chagrin was ſo much galled and inflamed at the 
bitterneſs of this contemptuous meſſage, that he gnawed 
his fingers till the blood ran over his nails, and even wept 
with vexation. Sometimes he vowed revenge againſt her 
haughty virtue, and reviled himſelf for his precipitate de- 
claration, before his ſcheme was brought to maturity ; 
then he would confider her behaviour with reverence and 
regard, and bow before the irrefiftible power of her at- 
trations. In ſhort, his breaſt was torn by confliing 
paſſions ; love, ſhame, and remorſe contended with vani- 
ty, ambition, and revenge; and the ſuperiority was (till 
doubtful, when head{trong defire interpoſed, and decided 
in favour of an attempt towards a reconciliation with the 
offended fair. 

Impelled by this motive, he ſet out in the afternoon 
for the houſe of ter uncle, not without hopes of that 
tender enjoyment, which never fails to attend an accom- 
modation betuixt two lovers of taſte and ſenſibility. 
Though the conſcioutneſs of the treſpaſs encumbered him 
with an air of awkward confuſion, he was too confident 
of his own qualifications and addreſs to deſpair of for- 
-iveneſs; and by that time he arrived at the citizen's 
gate, he had conned a very artful and pathetic harangue, 
which he propoſed to utter in his own behalf, laying the 
blame of his conduct on the impetuoſity of his paſſion, 
incenſed by the Burgundy, which he had too liberally 
drank : but he did not meet with an opportunity to avail 
himſelf of this preparation. Emilia, ſuſpecting that he 

| would 
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would take ſome ſtep of this kind to retrieve her favour, 
had gone abroad on pretence of viſiting, after having 
ſignitied to her kinſman her reſolution to avoid the com- 
pany of Peregrine, on account of ſome ambiguities which 
(ſhe ſaid) were laſt night remarkable in his demeanour, at 
the maſquerade. She choſe to inſinuate her ſuſpicions in 
theſe hints, rather than give an explicit detail of the 
voung man's diſhonourable contrivance, which might have 
kindled the reſentment of the family to ſome dangerous 
pitch of animoſity and revenge. 

Our adventurer, finding himſelf baffled in his expecta- 
tion of ſeeing her, inquired for the old gentleman, with 
whom he thought he had influence enough to make his 
apology good, in caſe he ſhould find himſelf prepoſſeſſed 
by the young lady's information. But here too he was 
diſappointed ; the uncle had gone to dine in the country, 
and his wife was indiſpoſed; ſo that he had no pretext 
for ſtaying in the houſe, till the return of his charmer. 
Being, however, fruitful of expedients, he diſmiſſed his 


chariot, and took poſſeſſion of a room in a tavern, the 


windows of which fronted the merchant's gate; and there 
he propoſed to watch until he ſhould ſee her approach. 
This \& Gai he put in practice with indefatigable pa- 
tience, though it was not attended with the expected ſuc- 
ceſs. | 

Emilia, whoſe caution was equally vigilant and com- 
mendable, foreſeeing that ſhe might be expoſed to the 
fertility of his invention, came home by a private paſſage, 
and entered by a poſtern, which was altogether unknown 
to her admirer; and her uncle did not arrive, until it was 
ſo late that he could not with any decency demand a 
conference. . 

Next morning, he did not fail to preſent himſelf at 
the door, and his miſtreſs being denied by her own ex, 
preſs direction, inſiſted upon 33 the maſter of the 
houſe, who feceived him with ſuch coldneſs of civility, 
as plainly gave him to underſtand, that he was acquaint- 
ed with the diſpleaſure of his niece. He therefore, with 
an air of candour, told the citizen, he could eaſily per- 
ceive, by his behaviour, that he was the confident of Miſs 
Emily, of whom he was come to aſk pardon for the of- 
Fence he had given; and did not doubt, if he could be 
Vor. II. N admitted 
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admitted to her preſence, that he would be able to con- 
vince her, that he had not erred intentionally, or at leaſt 
propoſe ſuch reparation, as would effectually atone for 
his fault. 

To this remonſtrance the merchant, without any cere- 
mony or circumlocution, anſwered, that though he was. 
ignorant of the nature of his offence, he was very certain 
that it muſt have been ſomething very flagrant, that could 
irritate his niece to ſuch a degree, againit a perſon for 
whom ſhe had formerly a mott particular regard. He 
owned, ſhe had declared her intention to renounce his 
acquaintance for ever, and, doubtleſs, ſhe had good rea- 
fon for ſo doing; neither would he undertake to promote 
an accommodation unleſs he would give him full power to 
treat on the ſcore of matrimony, which he ſuppoſed would 
be the only means of evincing his own ſincerity, and ob- 
taining Emilia's forgiveneſs. 

Peregrine's pride was kindled by this blunt declaration, 
which he could not help conſidering as the reſult of a 
ſcheme concerted betwixt the young lady and her uncle, 
in order to take the advantage of his heat. He therefore 
replied, with manifeſt ſigns of diſguſt, that he did not 
apprehend there was any occaſion for a mediator to re— 
concile the difference betwixt Emilia and him; and that 
all he deſired was an opportunity of pleading in his own 
behalf. 

The citizen frankly told him, that as his niece had ex- 
preſſed an earneſt deſire of avoiding his company, he 
would not put the leaſt conſtraint upon her inclination ; 
and in the mean time gave him to know, that he was 
particularly engaged. 

Our hero, glowing with indignation at this ſupercilious 
treatment; I was in the wrong.,“ ſaid he, * to look for 
good manners fo far on this fide of Temple-bar : but 
© you muſt give me leave to tell you, Sir, that unleſs I 
© am favoured with an interview with Miſs Gauntlet, I 
« ſhall conclude, that you have actually laid a conſtraint 
upon her inclination, for ſome ſiniſter purpoſes of your 
© own.” * Sir,” replied the old gentleman, you are 
« welcome to make what concluſions ſhall ſeem good unto 
© your own imagination; but, pray be fo good as to al- 
© low me the privilege of being matter in my own houſe.” 


So 
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So ſaying, he very complaiſantly ſhewed him to the door; 
and our Liver being dithdent of his own temper, as well 
as afraid of being uſed with greater indignity, in a place 
where his perſonal proweſs would only ſerve to heighten 
his diſgrace, quitted the houſe in a tranſport of rage 
which he could not wholly ſuppreſs, telling the landlord, 
that if his age did not protect him, he would have cha- 
ſtiſed him for his inſolent behaviour. 


HA FP. LXXYL 


He projets a violent ſcheme,. in conſequence of which he is 
involved in a moſt fatiguing adventure, which greally- 
tends toxwarls the augmentation of his coagrin. 


HUS debarred of perſonal communication with his 
miſtreſs, he eſſayed to retrieve her good graces by 
the molt ſubmiſſive and pathetic letters, w hich he convey- 
ed by divers artifices to her peruſal ; but reaping no man- 
ner of benefit from theſe endeavours, lis paſſion acquired 
a degree of impatience, little inferior to downright fren- 
25; and he determined to run every riſk of life, fortune 
and reputation, rather than deſiſt from his unjuſtifiable 
purſuit. Indeed his reſentment was now as deeply con- 
cerned as his love, and each of theſe pathons equally tur- 
bulent and Joud in demanding gratifcation. He kept 
ceatinels continually in pay, to give him notice of her 
outgoings, in expectation of finding ſonie opportunity to 
carry her off; but her eircumſpection entirely fruſtrated 
this deſign ; for ſhe ſuſpected every thing of that fort 
from a diſpoſition like his, and regulated her motions ac- 
cordingly. 

Baffled by her prudence and penetration, he altered his 
plan. On pretence of being called to his country-houſe 
by ſome affair of importance, he departed from London, 
and taking lodgings at a farmer's houfe that ſtood near 
the road through which ſve mult have neceflarily paſſed, in 
her return to her mother, concealed himſelf from all in- 
tercourſe, except with his valet de chambre and Pipes, 
who had orders to ſcour the country, and reconnoitre 
every horſe, coach, or carriage, that ſhould appear on 
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that highway, with a view of intercepting his Amanda in 
her paſſage, 

He had waited in this ambuſcade a whole week, when 
his valet gave him notice, that he and his fellow-ſcout had 
diſcovered a chaiſe and fix, driving at full ſpeed towards 
them ; upon which they had flapped their hats over their 
eyes, ſo as that they might not be known, in caſe they 
ſhould be ſeen, and concealed themſelves behind a hedge, 
from whence they could perceive in the carriage, as it 
paſſed, a young man plainly dreſſed, with a lady in a 
maſk, of the exact ſize, ſhape and air of Emilia; and 


that Pipes followed them at a diſtance, while he rode 


back to communicate this piece of intelligence. 


Peregrine would ſcarce allow him time to conclude his 


information; he ran down to the ſtable, where his horſe 
was kept ready ſaddled for the purpoſe, and never doubt- 
ing that the lady in queſtion was his miſtreſs, attended 
by one of her uncle's clerks, mounted immediately, and 
rode full gallop after the chaiſe, which, (when he had 

roceeded about two miles), he underſtood from Pipes, 
had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though his inclina- 
tion prompted him to enter her apartment without farther 
delay, he ſuffered himſelf to be diſſuaded from taking 
ſuch a precipitate ſtep by his privy counſellor, who ob- 


ferved, that it would be impracticable to execute his pur- 


pole of conveying her againſt her will from a public inn, 
that ſtood in the midſt of a populous village, which would 
infallibly riſe in her defence. He adviſed him, therefore, 
to ly in wait for the chaiſe, in ſome remote and pri— 
vate part of the road, where they might accompliſh their 
aim without difficulty or danger. In conſequence of this 
admonition, our adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnitre 
the inn, that ſhe might not eſcape another way, while he 
and the valet, in order to avoid being ſeen, took a circuit 
by an unfrequented path, and placed themſelves in am- 
buſh, on a ſpot which they choſe for the ſcene of their 
atchievement. Here they tarried a full hour, without 
ſeeing the carriage, or hearing from their centinel: ſo 
that the youth, unable to exert his patience one moment 
longer, left the foreigner in his ſtation, and rode back to 
his faithful lacqucy, who affured him, that the travellers 
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had not yet hove up their anchor, or proceeded on their 
voyage. 

Notwithſtanding this intimation, Pickle began to enter- 
tain ſuch alarming ſuſpicion, that he could not refrain from 
advancing to the gate, and inquire for the company which- 
had lately arrived in a chaiſe and fix. The innkeeper, who 
was not at all pleaſed with the behaviour of thoſe paſſen- 
gers, did not think proper to obſerve the inſtructions he 
had received; on the contrary, he plainly told him, that 
the chaiſe did not halt, but only entered at one door, and 
went out at the other, with a view to deceive thoſe who 
purſued it, as he gueſſed from the words of the gentle- 
man, who had earneſtly defired, that his route might be 
concealed from any perſon who ſhould inquire about their 
motions. * As for my own pcart, a meaſter,* continued 
this charitable publican, I believes as how they are no 
better than they ſhould be, elſe they wouldn't be in 
«© ſuch a deadly fear of being overtaken. Methinks, (ſaid 
I), when 1 ſaw them in ſuch a woundy pother to be 
gone, odd{heartlikins! this muſt be ſome London *pren+ 
tice running away with his meaſter's daughter, as ſure 
as I'm a living ſoul, But, be he who he will, ſartain 
it is, a has nothing of the gentleman about en; for, 
thof a axed ſuch a favour, a never once put hand in 
pocket, or ſaid, * Dog, will you drink?“ Howſom- 
ever, that don't argufy in reverence of his being in a 
hurry; and a man may be ſometimes a little too judg- 
© matical in his conjectures.” In all probability, this lo- 
quacious landlord would have ſerved the traveller effectu- 
ally, had Peregrine heard him to an end; but this impe- 
tuous youth, far from liſtening to the ſequel of his ob- 
ſervations, interrupted him in the beginning of his career, 
by aſking eagerly, which road they . and having 
received the -innkeeper's directions, clapped ſpurs to his 
horſe, commanding Pipes to make the valet acquainted 
with his courſe, that they might attend him with all ima- 
ginable deſpatch. | 

By the publican's account of their conduct, his former 
opinion was fully confirmed; he plied his ſteed to the 
height of his mettle, and fo much was his imagination 
ingroſſed by the proſpect of having Emilia in his power, 
that he did not perceive the road on which he travelled 
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was quite different from that which led to the habitation 
of Mrs. Gauntlet, The valet de chambre was an utter 
{tranger to that part of the country; and as for Mr. Pipes, 
ſuch conſiderations were altogether foreign to the econo- 
my of his reflection. 

Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his eyes were 
bleſſed with the fight of the chaiſe aſcending a hill, at 
the diſtance of a good league; upon which he doubled 
his diligence in ſuch a manner, that he gained upon the 
carriage every minute, and at length approached ſo near 
to it, that he could diſcern the lady and her conductor, 
with their heads thruſt out at the windows, looking back, 
and ſpeaking to the driver alternately, as if they earneſt- 
ly beſought him to augment the ſpeed of his cattle, 

Being thus, as it were, in fight of port, while he 
croſſed the road, his horſe happened to plunge into a cart 
rut, with ſuch violence, that he was thrown ſeveral yards 
over his head; and the beaſts ſhoulder being flipt by the 
fall, he found himſelf diſabled from. plucking the fruit, 
which was almoſt within his reach ; for he had left his ſer- 
vants at a conliderable diſtance behind him; and although 
they had been at his back, and ſupplied him with another 
horſe, they were ſo indifferently mounted, that he could 
not reaſonably expect to overtake the fliers, who profited 
ſo much by this diſaſter, that the chaiſe vaniſhed in a mo- 
ment. 

It may be eaſily conceived how a young man of his 
diſpoſition paſſed his time, in this tantalizing ſituation. 
He ejaculated with great fervency, but his prayers were. 
not the effects of reſignation. He ran back on foot with 
incredible ſpeed, in order to meet his valet, whom he un- 
horſed in a twinkling; and taking his ſeat, began to ex- 
erciſe his whip and fpurs, after having ordered the Swiſs 
to follow him on the other gelding, and committed the 
lame hunter to the care of Pipes. 

Matters being adjuſted in this manner, our adventurer 
proſecuted the race with all his might ; and having made 
ſome progreſs, was informed by a countryman, that the 
chaiſe had ſtruck off into another road, and, accordin 
to his judgment, was by that time about three miles a 
head ; though, in all probability, the horſes would not 
be able to hold out much longer, becauſe they ſeemed-to 


be 
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be quite ſpent when they paſſed his door. Encouraged 


by this intimation, Peregrine puſhed on with great ala- 
erity; though he could not regain fight of the deſired 
object, till the clouds of night began to deepen, and even 
then he enjoyed nothing more than a tranſient glimpſe ; 
for the carriage was no ſooner ſeen, than ſhrouded again 
from his view. Theſe vexatious circumitances animated 
his endeavours, while they irritated his chagrin : in thort, 
he continued his purſuit till the night was far advanced, 
and himſelf ſo uncertain about the object of his care, that 
he entered a ſolitary inn, with a view of obtaining ſome 
intelligence, when, to his infinite joy, he perceived the 
chaiſe ſtanding by itſelf, and the horſes panting in the 
yard. In full confidence of his having arrived at laſt at 
the goal of all his wiſhes, he alighted inſtantaneoufly, 
and running up to the coachman, with a piſtol in his 
hand, commanded him, in an 1mperious tone, to conduct 
him to his lady's chamber, on pain of death. The driver, 
affrighted at this menacing addreſs, proteſted with great 
humility, that he did not know whither his fare had re- 
tired; for that he himſelf was paid and diſmiſſed from 
this ſervice, becauſe he wauld not undertake to drive 
them all night croſs the country, without ſtopping to re- 
freſh his horſes : but he promiſed to go in queſt of the 
waiter, who would ſhew him to their apartment. He 
was accordingly detached on that errand, while our hero 
ſtood centinel at the gate, till the arrival of his valet de 
chambre, who joining him by accident, before the coach- 
man returned, relieved him in his watch ; and then the 
young gentleman, exaſperated at his meſſenger's delay, 
ruſhed with fury in his eyes from room to room, denoun- 
cing vengeance upon the whole family; but he did not 
meet with one living ſoul, until he entered the garret, 
where he found the Jandlord and his wife in bed. This 
chicken-hearted couple, by the light of a ruſh-candle that 
burned on the hearth, ſeeing a ſtranger burſt into the 
chamber, in ſuch a terrible attitude, were ſeized with con- 
ſternation; and exalting their voices, in a moſt lament- 
able ſtrain, begg'd for the paſſion of Chriſt, that he 
would ſpare their lives, and take all they had. 

Peregrine gueſſing from this exclamation, and the cir- 


cumltance of their being a- bed, that they miſtook him 


for 


TH > - Tus ADVENTURES or 


for a robber, and were ignorant of that which he wanted 


to know, diſpelled their terror, by making them ac- 
quainted with the cauſe of his viſit, and deſired the huſ- 
band to get up with all poſſible diſpatch, in order to aſſiſt 
and attend him in his ſearch. 

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner of the inn, 
and at laſt finding the oſtler in the ſtable, was by him in- 
formed, (to his unſpeakable mortification), that the gen- 
tleman and lady who arrived in the chaiſe, had im- 
mediately hired poſt-horſes for a certain village at the 
diltance of fifteen miles, and departed without haltin 
for the leaſt refreſhment. Our adveuturer, mad with his 
diſappointment, mounted his horſe in an inſtant, and, 
with his attendant, took the ſame road, with full deter- 
mination to die, rather than deſiſt from the proſecution 


of his deſign, He had, by this time, rode upwards of 


thirty miles ſince three o*clock in the afternoon ; ſo that 
the horſes were almoſt quite jaded, and travelled this ſtage 

ſo flowly, that it was morning before they reached the 
place of their deſtination, where, far from finding the 


fugitives, he underitood, that no ſuch perſons as he de- 


ſcribed had paſſed that way, and that in all likelihood 
they had taken a quite contrary direction, while, in or- 
der to miflead him in his purſuit, they had amuſed the 
oſtler with a falſe route. This conjecture was ſtrengthen- 
ed, by his perceiving (now for the firſt time) that he 


had deviated a conſiderable way from the road through 


which they muſt have journeyed, in order to arrive at the 
place of her mother's refidence ; and theſe ſuggeſtions ut- 


terly deprived him of the ſmall remains of recollection 
which he had hitherto retained. - His eyes rolled about, 


witneſſing rage and diſtraction, he foamed at the mouth, 


ſtamped upon the ground with great violence, uttered in- 


coherent imprecations againit himſelf and all mankind, 
and would have ſallied forth again he knew not whither, 


upon the ſame horſe, which he had already almoſt killed. 
with fatigue, had not his confident found means to quiet 


the tumult of his thoughts, and recal his reflection, by 
repreſenting the condition of the poor animals, and ad- 
viſing him to hire freſh horſes, and ride poſt acroſs the 
country, to the village in the neighbourhood of Mrs. 
Gauntlet's habitation, where they ſhould infallibly inter- 

cept 
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cept the daughter, provided they could get the ſtart of 


her upon the road. 

Peregrine not only reliſhed, but forthwith acted in con- 
formity with this good counſel, His own horſes were 
committed to the charge of the landlord, with directions 
for Pipes, in caſe he thould come in queſt of his maſter ; 
and a couple of ſtout geldings being prepared, he and his 
valet took the road again, ſteering their courſe according 
to the motions of the poſt-boy, who undertook to be 
their guide. They had almott finiſhed the firſt Rage, 
when they deſcried a poſt-chaiſe juſt halting”at the inn 
where they propoſed to change horſes; upon which our 
adventurer, glowing with a molt intereſting preſage, put 
his beaſt to the full ſpeed, and approached near enough 
to diſtinguiſh, (as the travellers quitred the carriage), 
that he had at laſt come up with the very individual per- 
ſons whom he had purſued ſo long. 

Fluſhed with this diſcovery, he galloped into the yard 
ſo ſuddenly, that the lady and her conductor ſcarce had 
time to ſhut themſelves up in a chamber, to which they 
retreated with great precipitation ; ſo that the purſuer 
was now certain of having houſed his prey. That he 
might, however, leave nothing to fortune, he placed 
himſelf upon the ſtair by which they had aſcended to 
the apartment, and ſent up his compliments to the 
young lady, deſiring the favour of being admitted to her 
preſence, otherwiſe he ſhould be obliged to wre a 
ceremony, and take that liberty which ſhe would et give.” 
The ſervant having conveyed this meſſage through the 
keyhole, returned with an anſwer, importing, that the 
would adhere to the reſolution ſhe had taken, and periſh 
rather than comply with his will. Our adventurer, with- 
out ſtaying to make any rejoinder to this reply, ran up 
ſtairs, and thundering at the door for entrance, was gi- 
ven to underſtand by,the nymph's attendant, that a blun- 
derbuſs was ready primed for his reception, and that he 
would do well to ſpare him the neceſſity of ſhedding blood, 
in defence of a perſon who had put herſelf ap Tg, 7 pro- 


tection. All the laws of the land (ſaid he) cannot 
© now untie the knots by which we are bound together; 
© and therefore I will guard her as my own property ; ſo 
* that you had better deſiſt from your fruitleſs attempt, 

| and 
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© and thereby conſult your own ſafety : for, by the God 


© that made me! I will diſcharge my piece upon you, as 
© ſoon as you ſet your noſe within the door; and your 
* blood be upon your own head.“ Theſe menaces, from a 
citizen's clerk, would have been ſufficient motives for 
Pickle to ſtorm the breach, although they had not been 
reinforced by that declaration, which informed him of 
Emilia's having beſtowed herſelf in marriage upon ſuch a 
contemptible rival. This ſole conſideration added wings 
to his 11petuofity, and he applied his foot to the door 
with ſuch irreſiſtible force, as burſted it open in an in- 
tant, entering at the ſame time with a piſtol ready cock'd 
in his hand. His antagoniſt, inſtead of firing his blun- 
derbuſs, when he ſaw him aproach, ſtarted back with e- 
vident figns of ſurpriſe and conſternation, exclaiming, 
s Lord Jeſus! Sir, you are not the man! and, without 
doubt, are under ſome miſtake with regard to us.“ 
Before Peregrine had time to anſwer this ſalutation, the 
lady hearing it, advanced to him, and pulling off a maſk, 
diſcovered a face which he had never ſeen before. The 
Gorgon's head, according to the fables of antiquity, ne- 
ver had a more inſtantancous or petrifying effect, than 
that which this countenance produced upon the aſtoniſhed 
youth. His eyes were fixed upon this unknown object, 
as if they had been attracted by the power of enchaut- 
ment, his feet ſeemed rivetted to the ground, and after 
_ having.tood motionleſs for the ſpace of a few minutes, he 
ce donn in an apoplexy of diſappointment and de- 
he Swiſs, who had followed bim, ſeeing his ma- 
ter in this condition, lifted him up, and laying Fim upon 
a bed in the next room, let him blood immediately, with- 
out heſitation, being always provided with a caſe of lan- 
cets, againſt all accidents on the road. To this foreſight 
our hero, in all probability, was indebted for his life. 
By virtue of a very copious evacuation, he recovered the 
utc of his ſenſes; but the complication of fatigues, 
and violent tranſports which he had undergone, brewed 
up a dangerous fever in his blood; and a phyſician being 
called from the next market-town, ſeveral days elapſed 


before be would anſwer for his life. 
| CHAP. 


Pe 


- , wy 


— 
FLY 


„ 2 63 288 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 155 


CHAT. LADS 


Peregrine ſends a meſſage to Mrs. Gauntlet, who refecte 
his propeſal. He repairs to the garriſon. 


T length, however, his conſtitution overcame his 
diſeaſe, though not before it had in a great mea- 

ſure tamed the fury of his diſpoſition, and brought him 
to a ſerious confideration of his conduct. In this humili- 
ation of his ſpirits, he reflected with ſhame and remorſe 
upon his treachery to the fair, the innocent Emilia; he 
remembered his former ſentiments in her favour, as well 
as the injunctions of his dying uncle; he recollected his 
intimacy with her brother, againſt which he had ſo baſely 


finned ; and revolving all the circumſtances of her con- 


duct, found it ſo commendable, ſpirited, and noble, that 


he deemed her an object of ſufficient dignity to merit his 
honourable addreſſes, even though his duty had not been 
concerned in the deciſion : but, obligated as he was to 
make reparation to a worthy family, which he had ſo 
groſsly injured, he thought he could not manifeſt his re- 
formation too ſoon; and, whenever he found himſelf able 
to hold the pen, wrote a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, where- 
in he acknowledged, with many expreſſions of ſorrow 
and contrition, that he had acted a part altogether unbe- 
coming a man of honour, and ſhould never enjoy the leaſt 
tranquillity of mind, until he ſhould have merited her for- 


giveneſs. He proteſted, that although his happineſs en- 


tirely depended upon the determination of Emilia, he 
would even renounce all hope of being bleſſed with her 
favour, if ſhe could point out any other method of ma- 
king reparation to that amiable young lady, but by lay- 
ing his heart and fortune at her feet, and ſubmitting him- 
ſelf to her pleaſure during the remaining part of his life. 
He conjured her, therefore, in the moſt pathetic manner, 
to pardon him, in conſideration of his ſincere repentance, 
and to uſe her maternal influence with her daughter, ſo 
as that he might be permitted to wait upon her with a 
wedding-ring, as ſoon as his health would allow him to 
ae the journey. 


This explanation being diſpatched by Pipes, who ad, 
by 
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by this time, found his maſter, the young gentleman in- 
quired about the couple whom he had ſo unfortunately 
urſued, and underſtood from his valet de chambre, who 
. the ſtory from their own mouths, that the lady 
was the only daughter of a rich Jew, and her attendant 
no other than his apprentice, who had converted her to 
Chriſtianity, and married her at the ſame time; that this 
ſecret having taken air, the old Iſraelite had contrived a 
ſcheme to ſeparate them for ever, and they, being appri- 
zed of his intention, had found means to elope from his 
houſe, with a view of ſheltering themſelves iu France, un- 
til the affair could be made up; that, .ſeeing three men 
ride after them with ſuch eagerneſs and ſpeed, they never 
doubted that the purſuers were her father, and ſome 
friends or domeſtics, and on that ſuppoſition had fled with 
the utmoſt diſpatch and trepidation, until they had found 
themſelves happily undeceived, at that very inſtant when 
they expected nothing but miſchief and misfortune: laſtly, 
the Swiſs gave him to underſtand, that, after having pro- 
feſſed ſome concern for his deplorable ſituation, and en- 
joyed a flight refreſhment, they had taken their departure 
for Dover, and, in all likelihood, were ſafely arrived at 
Paris, 
Y In four and twenty hours after Pipes was charged with 
his commiſſion, he brought back an anſwer from the mo- 
ther of Emilia, couched in theſe words : 
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© T RECE1veED the favour of yours, and am glad, for 

© your own ſake, that you have attained a due Faſe and 
© conviction of your unkind and unchriſtian behaviour to 
poor Emy. I thank God, none of my children were ever 
« ſo inſulted before. Give me leave to tell you, Sir, my 
© daughter was no upſtart, without friends or education, 
© but a young lady as well bred, and better born, than 
© moſt private gentlewomen in the kingdom: and there- 
© fore, though you had no eſteem for her perſon, you 
© ought to have paid ſome regard. to her family, which 
© (no diſparagement to you, Sir) is more honourable than 
your own. As for your propoſal, Miſs Gauntlet will 
© not hear of it, being, that ſhe thinks her honour will 
not allow her to liſten to any terms of reconciliation ; 
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and ſhe is not yet ſo deſtitute as to embrace an offer to 
« which ſhe has the leaſt objection. In the mean time, the 
«© is ſo much indifpoſed, that ſhe cannot poſſibly ſee com- 
« pany; ſo I beg you will not take the trouble of making 
« a fruitleſs journey to this place. Perhaps your future 
« conduct may deſerve her forgiveneſs; and really, as I 
© am concerned for your happineſs, (which you aſſure me 
depends upon her e I with with all my 
« heart it may; and am, (notwithſtanding all that has 
< happened), 
£ Your ſincere wellwiſher, 
<* Cecilia GaunTLET,” 


From this epiſtle, and the information of his meſſen- 
ger, our hero learned, that his miſtreſs had actually pro- 
fited by his wild-gooſe chace, ſo as to make a ſafe retreat 
to her mother's houſe, Though ſorry to hear of her in- 
diſpoſition, he was allo piqued at her implacability, as 
well as at ſome ſtately paragraphs of the letter, in which 
(he thought) the good lady had conſulted her own vanity 
rather than her good ſenſe. Theſe motives of reſentment 
helped him to bear his diſappointment like a philoſopher, 
eſpecially as he had now quieted his conſcience, in prof- 
fering to redreſs the injury he had done; and, moreover, 
found himſelf, with regard to his love, in a calm ſtate of 
hope and reſignation. | 

A ſeaſonable fit of illneſs is an excellent medicine for 
the turbulence of paſſion. Such a reformation had the 
fever produced in the economy of his thoughts, that he 
moralized like an apoſtle, and projected ſeveral prudential 
ſchemes for his future conduct. | 

In the mean time, as ſoon as his health was ſufficiently 
re-eſtabliſhed, he took a trip to the garriſon, in order to 
viſit his friends; and learned from Hatchway's own mouth, 
that he had broke the ice of courtſhip to his aunt, and 
that his addreſſes were now fairly afloat ; though when he 
firſt declared himſelf to the widow, after ſhe had been 
duly prepared for the occaſion by her niece and the reſt 
of her friends, ſhe had received his propoſal with a be- 
coming reſerve, and piouſly wept at the remembrance of 


her huſband, obſerving, that ſhe ſhould never meet with 
his fellow. 


Vol. II. O Peregrine 
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Peregrine -promoted the lieutenant's ſuit with all his 
influence; and all Mrs. Trunnion's objections to the 
match being ſurmounted, it was determined, that the day 
of marriage ſhould be put off for three months, that her 
reputation might not ſuffer by a precipitate engagement, 
His next care was to give orders for erecting a plain mar- 
ble monument to the memory of his uncle, on which the 
following inſcription, compoſed by the bridegroom, aCtu- 
ally appeared in golden letters. 


Here hes, 
Foundered in a fathom and half, 
The ſhell 
Of 
Hawsres Txuxxiox, Eſq; 
Formerly commander of a ſquadron 
In his Majeſty's ſervice, 
Who broach'd to, at five P. M. OR. X. 
In the year of his age 
Threeſcore and nineteen. 


He kept his guns always loaded, 
And his tackle ready manned, | 
And never ſhewed his poop to the enemy, 
Except when he took her in tow: 
But, his ſhot being expended, 
His match burat out, 
And his upper-works decayed, 
He was ſunk 
zy Death's ſuperior weight of metal. 
Nevertheleſs, 
He will be weighed again 
At the Great Day, 
His rigging rehitted, 
And his timbers repaired, 
And, with one broad fide, 
Make his adverſary 


Strike in his turn. 
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CH AP. LXXX. 


He returns to London, and meets with Cadwallader, who 
entertains him with many curious particulars. Crabtree 
ſounds the dutcheſs, and undeceives Pickle, who, by an 
extraordinary accident, becomes acquainted with another 
lady of quality. 


1 young gentleman having performed theſe laſt 
offices, in honour of his decealed benefactor, and 
preſented Mr. Jolter to the long expected living, which 
at this time happened to be vacant, returned to London, 
and reſumed his former gaiety: not that he was able to 
ſhake Emilia from his thoughts, or even to remember 
her without violent emotions; for, as he recovered his 
vigour, his former impatience recurred, and therefore he 
reſolved to plunge himſelf headlong into ſome intrigue, 


that might engage his paſſions, and amuſe his imagina- 


tion. 8 
A man of his accompliſhments could not fail to meet 


with a variety of ſubjects on which his gallantry would 


have been properly exerciſed, and this abundance di- 
ſtrated his choice, which at any time was apt to be in- 
fluenced by caprice and whim. I have already obſerved 
that he had lifted his view, through a matrimonial per- 


ſpective, as high as a lady of the firit quality and diſtine- 


tion; and now, that he was refuſed by Miſs Gauntlet, 


and enjoyed a little reſpite from the agonies of that flame 
which her charms had kindled in his heart, he renewed 
his aſſiduities to her grace. Though he durtt not yet riſk 


an explanation, he enjoyed the pleaſure of ſeeing him 


ſelf ſo well received in quality of a particular acqaintance, 


that he flattered himſelf with the belief of his having 
made ſome progreſs in her heart; and was confirmed in 


this conceited notion, by the afſurances of her woman, 


whom by liberal largeſſes he retained in his intereſt, be- 


cauſe ſhe found means to perſuade him, that ſhe was in 


the confidence of her lady. But, notwithſtanding this 
encouragement, and the ſanguine ſuggeſtions of his own 
vanity, h+ dreaded the thoughts of expoling himſelf to 


her ridicule and refentment, by a premature declaration, - 
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and determined to poſtpone his addreſſes, until he ſhould 
be more certified of the probability of ſucceeding in hig 
attempt. | 

While he remained in this hefitation and ſuſpence, he 
was One N very agreeably ſurprized with the ap- 
pearance of his friend Crabtree, who, by the permiſſion 
of Pipes, to whom he was well known, entered his cham- 
ber before he was awake, and, by a violent ſhake of the 
thonlder, diſengaged him from the arms of ſleep. The 
firſt compliments having mutually paſſed, Cadwallader 
gave him to underſtand, that he had arrived in town over 
mg ht in the ſtage-coach from Bath, and entertained him 
with ſuch a ludicrous account of his fellow travellers, that 
Peregrine, for the firlt time fince their parting, indulged 
himſelf in mirth, even to the hazard of ſuffocation. 

Crabtree having rehearſed theſe adventures, in ſuch a 
peculiarity of manner as added infinite ridicule to every 
circumſtance, and repeated every ſcandalous report which 
had circulated at the Bath, after Peregrine's departure, 
was informed by the youth, that he harboured a deſign 
upon the perſon of ſuch a dutcheſs, and in all appearance 
had no reaſon to complain of his reception; but, that he 
would not venture to declare himfelf, until he ſhould be 
more aſcertained of her ſentiments: and therefore, he 
begged leave to depend upon the intelligence of his friend 
Cadwallader, Who, he knew, was admitted to her parties. 

The Miſanthrope, before he would promiſe his aſſiſt- 
ance, aſked if his proſpe& verged towards matrimony ? 
and our adventurer, (who gueſſed the meaning of his 
queſtion), replying in the negative, he undertook the of- 
fice of reconnoitring her inclination, proteſting at the 
ſame time, that he would never concern himſelf in any 
ſcheme that did not tend to the diſgrace and deception of 
all the ſex. On theſe conditions, he eſpouſed the intereſt 
of our hero, and a plan was immediately concerted, in 
conſequence of which they met by accident at her grace's 
table. Pickle having ſtayed all the fore part of the even- 


ing, and ſat out all the company, except the Miſanthrope 


and a certain widow lady who was ſaid to be in the ſecrets 
of my lady dutcheſs, went away on pretence of an indiſ- 
penlible engagement, that Crabtree might have a proper 
opportunity of making him the ſubject of converſation. 

| Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, he had ſcarce quitted the apartment, 


when this Cynic, attending him to the door, with a look 
of moroſe diſdain, * Were I an abſolute prince,” ſaid he, 
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and that fellow one of my ſubjeQs, I would order him 
to be clothed in ſackcloth, and he ſhould drive my aſſes 
to water, that his lofty ſpirit might be lowered to the 
level of his deſerts. The pride of a peacock is down- 
right ſelf-denial when compared with the vanity of 
that coxcomb, which was naturally arrogant, but is 
now rendered altogether intolerable, by the reputation 
he acquired at Bath, for kicking a bully, outwitting a 
club of raw ſharpers, and divers other pranks, in the 
execution of which he was more lucky than wife. But 
nothing has contributed ſo much to the increaſe of his 
inſolence and ſe}f-conceit, as the favour he found among 


the ladies. Ay, the ladies, madam, I care not who 


knows it: the ladies, who (to their hononr be it ſpo— 
ken) never fail to patronize foppery and folly, provided 
they ſolicit their encouragement. And yet this dog was 


not on the footing of thoſe hermaphroditical animals, 


who may be reckoned among the number of waiting- 


women, who air your ſhifts, comb your lap dogs, exa- 
mine your noſes with. magnifying glaſſes, in order to 
{ſqueeze out the worms, clean your teeth bruſhes, ſweet - 


en your handkerchiefs, and foften waite paper for your 


'occahons. This fellow Pickle was entertained for more 


important purpoſes; his turn of duty never came till 
all thoſe lapwings were gone to rooſt ; then he ſcaled 


windows, leaped over garden walls, and was let in by 
Mrs. Betty in the dark. Nav, the mægiſtrates of Bath 


complimented him with the freedom of the corporation, 
merely becauſe, through his means, the waters had 
gained extraordinary credit ; for every female of a tole- 
rable appearance, that went-thither on account of her 
ſterility, got the better of her complaint, during lis 
reſidence at the Bath: and now, the fellow thinks no 
woman can withſtand his addreſſes. He had not been 


here three minutes, when 1 could perceive with half an 


eye, that he had marked out your grace for a conqueſt: 


I mean in an honourable way; though the raſcal has 


impudence enough to attempt any thing.“ So ſaying, - 


he fixed his eyes upon the dutcheſs, who (while her face 
O 


3 glowed 
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glowed with indignation) turning to her confidant, ex- 
preſſed herſelf in theſe words. Upon my life! I be- 
licve there is actually ſome truth in what this old ruf. 
tian ſays; I have myſelf obſerved. that young fellow 
© eying me with a very particular ſtare.” It is not to 
© be at all wondered at, (ſaid her friend) that a youth 
of his complexion ſhould be ſenſible, to the charms of 
your grace; but I dare ſay, he would ndt-preſume to 
entertain any but the moſt honourable and reſpectful 
ſentiments.” Reſpectful ſentiments ! (cried my lady, 
with a look of ineffable diſdain), if I thought the fel- 
low had aſſurance enough to think of me in any ſhape, 
I proteſt 1 ſhould forbid him my houſe. Upon my ho- 
noar, fuck inſtances of audacity ſhould induce perſons 
of quality to keep your ſmall gentry at a greater di- 
{tance ; for they are very apt to grow impudent, upon 
the leaſt countenance or encouragement.” 

Cadwallader, fatisfied with this declaration, changed 
the ſubject of diſcourſe, and next day communicated his 
diſcovery to his friend Pickle, who upon this occaſion 
felt the moſt ſtinging ſenſations of mortified pride, and 
reſolved to quit his proſpect with a good grace. Nor did 
the execution of this ſelf-denying . coſt him one 
moment's uneafineſs; for his heart had never been inte- 
reſted in the purſuit, and his vanity triumphed in the 
thought of manifeſting his indifference. Accordingly, 
the very next time he viſited her grace, his behaviour was 
remarkably frank, ſprightly, and diſengaged; and the 
ſubject of love being artfully introduced by the widow, 
who had been directed to found his inclinations, he rallied 
the peſſion with great eaſe and ſeverity, and made no 
ſcruple of declaring himſelf heart-whole. 

Thovgh the dutcheſs had reſented his ſuppoſed affee- 
tion, ſhe was now offended at his inſenſibility, and even. 
lignified her diſguſt, by obſerving, that perhaps his at- 
tention to his own qualifications ſcreened him from the 
impreſſion of all other objects. | 

While he enjoyed this farcaſm, the meaning of which 
he could plainly difcern, the company was joined by a 
certain virtuoſo, who had gained free acceſs to all the 
great families of the land, by his notable talent of gofhp- 
ing and buffoonery, He was now in the ſeventy-fifth 

year 
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year of his age; his birth was ſo obſcure, that he ſcarce 
knew his father's name, his education ſuitable to the dig- 
nity of his deſcent, his character publicly branded with 
homicide, profligacy, and breach of truſt ; yet this man, 
by the happy inheritance of impregnable effrontery, and 
a lucky proititution of all principle in rendering himſelf 
ſubſervient to the appetites of the great, had attained to 
an independency of fortune, as well as to ſuch a particu- 
lar ſhare of favour among the quality, that although he 
was well known to have pimped for three generations of 
the nobility, there was not a lady of faſhion in the king- 
dom who ſerupled to admit him to her toilette, or even 
to be ſquired by him, in any public place of entertain- 
ment. Not but that this ſage was occaſionally uſeful to 
his fellow creatures, by tele connections with people of 
fortune; for, he often undertook to ſolicite charity in 
behalf of diſtreſſed objects, with a view of embezzling 
one half of the benefactions. It was an errand of this 
kind that now brought him to the houſe, of ber grace. + 

After having fat a few minutes, he told the company, 
that he would favour them with a very proper opportu— 
nity to extend their benevolence, for the relief of a poor 
gentlewoman, who was reduced to the molt abject miſe- 
ry by the death of her huſband, and juſt delivered of a 
couple of fine boys. They, moreover, underitood from 
his information, that this object was daughter of a 4 
family, who had renounced her, in conſequence of her 
marrying an enſign without a fortune; and even ob- 
ſtructed his promotion with all their iufluence and power 
a cireumſtance of barbarity, which had made ſuch an im- 
preſſion upon his mind, as diſordered his brain, and drove 
him to deſpair, in a fit of which he had made away with 
himſelf, leaving his wife, then big with child, to all the 
horrors of indigence and grief. 

Various were the criticiſms on this pathetic picture, 
which the old man drew with great expreſſion. My lady 
dutcheſs concluded, that ſhe muſt be a creature void of all 
feeling and reflection, who could ſurvive ſuch aggravated 
miſery ; therefore, did not deſerve to be relieved, except 
in the character of a common. beggar ; and was generous 
enough to offer a recommendation, by which ſhe would 
be admitted into an intirmary, to which her grace was a 
ſubſcriber; 
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ſubſcriber; at the ſame time, adviſing the ſolicitor te 
ſend the twins to the Foundling Hoſpital, where they 
would be carefully nurſed and brought up, ſo as to be- 
come uſeful members to the commonwealth. Another 
lady, with all due deference to the opinion of the 
dutcheſs, was free enough to blame the generoſity of her 
grace, which would only ſerve to encourage children in 
the diſobedience to their parents, and might be the means 
not only of prolonging the diſtreſs of the wretched crea- 
ture, but alſo of ruining the conſtitution of ſome young 
heir, perhaps the hope of a great family! for, ſhe did 
ſuppoſe that madam, when her month ſhould be up, and 
her brats diſpoſed of, would ſpread her attractions to the 
public, (provided ſhe could profit by her perſon), and, in 
the uſual way, make a regular progreſs from St. James's 
to Drury Lane. She apprehended, for theſe reaſons, 
that their compaſſion would be moſt effectually ſhewn, 
in leaving her to perifh in her preſent neceſſity : and that 
the old gentleman would be unpardonable, ſhould he per- 
Git in his endeavours to relieve her. A third member of 
this tender-hearted ſociety, after having aſked if the 
young woman was handſome ? and being anſwered in the 
negative, allowed that there was a great deal of reaſon in 
what had been ſaid by the honourable perſon who had 
ſpoke laſt ; nevertheleſs, ſhe humbly - conceived her ſen- 
tence would admit of ſome mitigation. * Let the 
*-bantlings (ſaid ſhe) be ſent to the hoſpital, according 
to the advice of her grace, and a ſmall collection be 
made for the preſent ſupport of the mother; and When 
her health is recovered, 1 will take her into my family, 
in quality of an upper ſervant, or medium between me 
and my woman ; for, upon my life! I can't endure to - 
chide, or give directions to a creature, who is, in point 
of birth and education, but one degree above the vul- 

gar.“ 
This propoſal met with univerſal approbation. The 
dutcheſs (to her immortal honour) began the contribution 
with a crown ; ſo that the reſt of the company were ob- 
liged to reſtrict their Iiberality to half the ſum, that her 
grace might not be affronted: and the propoſer demand- 
ing the poor woman's name and place of abode, the old 
mediator could not help giving her ladythip a verbal di- 
rection, 


. 
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rection, though he was extremely mortiſied (on more ac- 
counts than one) to find ſuch an iſſue to his ſolicitation. 

Peregrine, who, though humorous as winter, had a tear 
for pity, and a hand as open as day for melting charity, 
was ſhocked at the nature and reſult of this ungenerous 
conſultation. He contributed his half- crown, bowever 3 
and — from the company, betook himſelf to the 
lodgings of the forlora lady in the ftraw, according to 
the direction he had heard. Upon inquiry, he under- 
ſtood, that ſhe was then viſited by ſore charitable gen- 
tlewoman, who had ſent for a nurſe, and waited the re- 
turn of the meſſenger; and he ſent up his reſpects, de- 
firing he might be permitted to ſee her, on pretence of 
having been intimate with her late huſband. 

Though the poor woman had never heard of his name, 
ſhe did not think proper to deny his requeit ; and he was 
conducted to a paultry chamber in the third ſtory, where 
he found this unhappy widow fitting upon a truckle-bed, 
and ſuckling one of her infants, with the molt piteous 
expreſſion of anguiſh in ber features, which were natural- 
ly regular and ſweet, while the other was fondled on the 
knee of a perſon, whoſe attention was ſo much ingroſſed 
by her little charge, that for the preſent ſhe could mind 
nothing elle : — it was not till after the firſt compli- 
ments paſſed betwixt the hapleſs mother and our adven- 
turer, that he perceived the ſtranger's countenance, which 
inſpired him with the higheſt eſteem and admiration. 
He beheld all the graces of elegance and beauty, breath- 
ing ſentiment and 13 and ſoftened into the moſt 
inchanting tenderueſs of weeping ſympathy. When he 
declared the cauſe of his viſit, which was no other than 
the defire of befriending the diſtreſſed lady, to whom he 
preſented a bank-note A 
ed with ſuch a look of complacency by this amiable 
phantom, who might hare been Jultly taken for an angel 
miniſtering to the neceſſities of mortals, that his whole 
ſoul was tranſported with love and veneration. 
this — | 
widow, who, after having manifeſted her gratitude in_a 
flood of tears, told him, that the unknown object of his 
eſteem was a perſon of honour, who having heard by acci- 
dent of her deplorable ſituation, had immediately —_— 
tae 
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the dictates of her humanity, and come in perſon to re- 
lieve her diſtreſs; that ſhe had not only generouſly ſup- 
plied her with money for preſent ſuſtenance, but alſo un- 
dertaken to provide a nurſe for her babes, and even pro- 
miſed to favour her with protection, ſhould ſhe ſurvive 
her preſent melancholy fituation. To theſe articles of 
intelligence ſhe added, that the name of her benefactreſs 
was the celebrated lady —, to whoſe charaQter the youth 
was no ſtranger, though he had never ſeen her perſon be- 
fore, The killing edge of her charms was a little blunt- 
ei by the accidents of time and fortune ; but no man of 
taite and imagination, whoſe nerves were not quite chil- 
led with the froſt of age, could, even at that time, look 


upon her with impunity. And as Peregrine ſaw her at- 


trations heightened by the tender office in which ſhe 
was engaged, he was ſmitten with her beauty, and ſo ra- 
viſhed with her compaſſion, that he could not ſuppreſs his 
emotions, but applauded her benevolence with all the 
warmth of enthuſiaſm. 

Her ladyſhip received his compliments with great po- 
hteneſs and affability: and the occaſion on which they 
met being equally intereſting to both, an acquaintance 
commenced between them, and they concerted meaſures 
for the benefit of the widow and her two children, one of 
whom our hero beſpoke for his own godſon; for Pickle 
was not ſo obſcure in the beau monde, but that his fame 
had reached the ears of this lady, who, therefore, did not 
diſcourage his advances towards her friendſhip and eſteem. 

All the particulars relating to their charge being ad- 
juſted, he attended her ladyſhip to her own houſe, and, 
by her converſation, had the pleaſure of finding her un- 
derſtanding ſuitable to her other accompliſhments: nor 
had ſhe any reaſon to think, that our hero's qualifications 
had been exaggerated by common report. 

O1e of their adopted children died before it was ba 
tized; ſo that their care concentered in the other, fr 
whom they ſtood ſponſors. Underſtanding that the old 
agent was become troubleſome in his viſits to the mother, 
to whom he now began to adminiſter ſuch counſel as 
ſhocked the delicacy of her virtue, they removed her into 
another lodging, where the would not be expoſed to his 
machinations. In leſs than a month our hero learned 

from 
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from a nobleman of his acquaintance, that the hoary pan- 
dar had actually engaged to procure- for him this poor af- 
flicted gentlewoman, and, being fruſtrated in his inten- 
tion, ſubſtituted in her room a nymph from the purlieus 


of Covent-Garden, that made his lordſhip ſmart ſeverely 


for the favours ſhe beſtowed. 

Mean while Peregrine cultivated his new acquaintance 
with all his art and aſſiduity, preſuming, from the cir- 
cumſtances of her reputation and fate, as well as on the 
ſtrength of his own merit, that in time he ſhould be able 
to indulge that paſſion which had begun to glow within 
his breatt. > 

As her ladyſhip had undergone a vaſt variety of fortune 
and adventure, which he had heard indiſtinctly related, 
with numberleſs errors and miſrepreſentations, he was no 
ſooner entitled, by the familiarity of communication, to 
aſk ſuch a favour, than he earneltly entreated her to en- 
tertain him with the particulars of her ſtory; and, by dint 
of importunity, ſhe was at length prevailed upon (in a 
ſelect party) to gratify his curioſity in theſe words. 


C HAP. LXXXI. 
The Memoirs of 4 LADY of QuarLiTY. 


Y the circumſtances of the ſtory which I am going 
© to relate, you will be convinced of my candour, 
while you are informed of my indiſcretion : you will be 
enabled, I hope, to perceive, that, howſoever my head 
may have erred, my heart hath always been uncorrupt- 
ed, and that I have been unhappy, becauſe I loved, and 
Was A woman. | | 
« I believe I need not obſerve, that I was the only 
child of a man of good fortune, who indulged me in 
my infancy with all the tenderneſs of paternal affection, 
and, when 1 was fix years old, ſent me to a private 
ſchool, where I {taid till my age was doubled, and be- 
came ſuch a favourite, that I was (even in thoſe early 
days) carried to all the places of public diverſion, the 
court itſelf not excepted; an indulgence that flattered. 
my love of pleaſure, to which 1 was naturally — 
| f an 
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and encouraged thoſe ideas of vanity and ambition, 
which ſpring up ſo early in the human mind. 
I was lively and good-natured, my imagination apt 
to run riot, my heart liberal and diſintereſted ; though 
I was ſo obſtinately attached to my own opinions, that 
I could not well brook contradiction, and in the whole 


of my diſpoſition reſembled that of Henry the Fifth, as 


deſctibed by Shakeſpeare. | 

© In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where I was 
firſt introduced into the world as a woman, having been 
entitled to that privilege by my perſon, which was re- 
markably tall for my years; and there my fancy was 
quite captivated by the variety of diverſions in which I 
was continually engaged : not that the parties were al- 
together uew to me, but becauſe I now found myſelf 
conſidered as a perſon of conſequence, and ſurrounded 
by a crowd of admirers, who courted my acquaintance, 
and fed my vanity with praiſe and adulation. In ſhort, 
whether or not I deſerved their encomiums, I leave the 
world to judge; but my perſon was commended, and 
my talent in dancing met with univerſal applauſe. No 
wonder, then, that every thing appeared joyous to a 
young creature, who was ſv void of experience and diſ- 
ſimulation, that ſhe believed every body's heart as ſin - 
cere as her own, and every object ſuch as it appeared to 
be. 

Among the ſwains who ſighed, or pretended to figh 
for me, were two that bore a pretty equal ſhare of my 
favour ; (it was too ſuperficial to deſerve the name of 
love). One of theſe was a forward youth of ſixteen, 
extremely handſome, lively, and impudent : he attend- 
ed in quality of page upon the Princeſs Ameha, who 
ſpent that ſeaſon at the Bath; the other was a Scotch 
nobleman turned of thirty, who was graced with a red 
ribbon, and danced paxticularly well, two qualifications 
of great weight with a girl of my age, whoſe heart was 
not deeply intereſted in the cauſe. Nevertheleſs, the 
page prevailed over this formidable rival, though our 
amour went no farther than a little flirting, and ceaſed 
entirely when J left the place. 

Next year, however, I reviſited this agreeable ſcene, 
and paſſed my time in the ſame circle . amuſements 
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in which, indeed, each ſeaſon at Bath is exactly reſem - 
bled by that which ſucceeds, allowing for the difference 
of company, which is continually varying. There 1 met 
with the ſame incenſe, and again had my favouritc, 
who was a North-Briton, and captain of foot, near 40 
years of age, and a little lame, an impediment which 
1 did not diſcover until it was pointed out by ſome cf 
my companions, who rallied me upon my choice. He 


was always cheerful, and very amorous, had a good 


countenance and an excellent underſtanding, poſſeſſed 
a great deal of art, and would have perſuaded me to 
marry him, had I not been reſtrained by the authority 
of my father, whoſe conſent was not to be obtained ig 
favour of a man of his fortune, 

At the ſame time many propoſals of marriage were 
made to my parents; but, as they came from people 
whom 1 did not like, I rejected them all, being deter- 
mined to refuſe every man who did not make his addrefl- 
es to myſelf in perſon, becauſe I had no notion of mar- 
rying for any 22 but love. 

* Among theſe formal propoſers was a Scottiſh earl, 
whoſe. pretenſions were broke off by ſome difference 
about ſettlements, and the fon of an Engliſh baron, 
with whom my father was in treaty, whea he carried me 
to town on a viſit to a young lady, with whom I had 
been intimate from my infancy. She was juſt delivered 
of her firſt ſon, for whom we ſtood ſponſors; ſo that 


this occaſion detained -us.a whole month, during which 


I went to a ball at court on the queen's birth day, and 
there, for the firſt time, felt what love and beauty were. 
The ſecond ſon of Duke » Who had juſt re- 
turned from his travels, was dancing with the princeſs- 
royal, when a young lady came and deſired me to go 
and ſee a ſtranger, whom all the world admired ; upon 
which 1 followed her into the circle, and obſerved this 
object of admiration. He was dreſſed in a coat of white 
cloth, faced with blue ſatin embroidered with filver, of 
the ſame piece with his waiſtcoat ; his fine hair hung 
down his back in ringlets below his wailt ; his hat was 
laced with filver, and garniſhed with a white feather ; 
but his perſon beggared all deſcription. He was tall 


and graceful, neither corpulent nor meagre, his limbs 
VOL. H. P « finely 
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lady of the ſame rank in- 


finely proportioned, his countenance open and majeſtic, 
his cyes full of ſweetneſs and vivacity, his teeth regular, 
and his pouting lips of the complexion of the damaſ 
roſe. In ſhort he was formed for love, aud infpired it 
wherever he appeared; nor was he a niggard of his ta- 
lents, but liberally returned it, at leaſt what paſted for 
ſuch ; for he had a flow of gallantry, for which many 
ladies of this land can vouch from their own experience: 
but he exclaimed againſt marriage, becauſe he had, as 
vet, met with no woman to whoſe charms he would ſur- 
render his liberty, though a princeſs of France, and a 
| -, were ſaid to be, at 


that time, enamoured of his perſon. 
went home, totally engroſſed by his idea, flattering 
myſelf that he had obſerved me with ſome attention ; 
for I was young and new, and had the good fortune to 
attract the notice and approbation of the queen herſelf, 
Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably ſurpri- 
zed with the appearance of this amiable {tranger, who 
no ſooner ſaw me enter than he approached ſo near to 
the place where I ſat, that I overheard what he ſaid to 
his companions, and was fo happy as to find myſelf the 
object of his diſcourſe, which abounded with rapturous 
expreſſions of love and admiration. 

I could not liſten to theſe tranſports without emotion; 
my colour changed, my heart throbbed with unuſual 
violence, and my eyes betrayed my inclination in ſundry 
favourable glances, which he ſeemed to interpret aright, 
though he could not then avail himſelf of his ſucceſs ſo 
far us to. communicate his ſentiments by ſpeech, becauſe 
we were {trangers to each other. | 

I paſſed that night in the moſt anxious ſuſpence, and 
ſeveral days elapſed before I ſaw him again. At length, 
however, being at court on a ball-night, and determined 
againlt Cancer, | perceived him among the crowd, and, 
to my unſpeakable joy, ſaw him advance with my J. ord 
P——, who introduced him to my acquaintance. He 
ſoon found n.cans to alter my reſolution, and I conde- 
ſcended to be his partner all the evening, during which 
he dectured lis paſſion in the molt tender and perſuaſive 
terms tigt real love could dictate, or fruitful imagination 


51 


invent. 


NN NNN TS. a a: a '% ® 'ao a a: a. 2 >= "- IF. ® v0 a. Ma @& A; @:. a ca. 


a... a 0 


PEREGRINE PICKLE 17. 


© believed his proteſtat ions becauſe I wiſhed them true, 
and was an unexperienced. girl of fifteen, I complied 
with his earneſt requeſt of being permitted to viſit me, 
and even invited him to breakfaſt next morning; ſo that 
you may imagine (I ſpeak to thoſe that feel) I did not 
that night enjoy much repoſe. Such was the hurry and 
flutter of my ſpirits, that I roſe at fix to receive him at 
ten. I dreſſed myſelf in a new pink ſatin- gown and my 
belt-laced night-clothes, and was ſo animated by the 
occaſion, that, if ever I deſerved a compliment upon my 
looks, it was my due at this meeting. 

The wiſhed for moment came that brought my lover 
to my view: I was overwhelmed with joy, modeſty, and 


fear of I knew not what. We ſat down to breakfait, 
but did not eat. He renewed his addreſſes with irreſiſt- 
ible eloquence, and preſſed me to accept of his hand 


without farther heſitation; but to ſuch a precipitate ſtep 
L objected, as a meaſure repugnant to decency as well as 
to that duty which I owed to my father, whom I ten- 
derly loved. | 
Though I withſtood this premature propoſal, I did 
not attempt to diſguiſe the ſituation of my thoughts ; 
and thus commenced a tender correfpondence, which was 
maintained by letters while 1 remained iu the country, 
and carried on (when I was in town) by private inter- 
views, twice or thrice a-week, at the houſe of my milli- 
ner, where ſuch endearments paſſed as refined and happy 
lovers know, and others can only gueſs. Truth and in- 
nocence prevailed on my fide, while his heart was fraught 
with ſincerity and love, Such frequent intercourſe cre- 
ated an intimacy which I began to think dangerous, 
and. therefore yielded to his repeated deſire, that we 
might be united for ever: nay, I reſolved to avoid him, 
until the day ſhould be fixed, and very innocently (though 
not very wilely) told him my reaſon for this determina- 
tion, which was no other than a conſciouſneſs of my in- 
capacity to refuſe him any thing he ſhouid demand as a 
teſtimony of my love. | | 
* The time was accordinply appointed at the diſtance 
of a few days, during which I intended to have implo- 
red my ſather's conſent, though I had but faint hopes 
of, obtaining it: but he was by ſome means or other 
apprized of our deſign, before I could prevail upon 
P 2 « myſelf 


172 TuER ADVENTURES or 


* myſelf to make him acquainted with our purpoſe. 1 
had danced with my lover at the ridotto on the prece- 
ding evening, and there perhaps our eyes betrayed us. 

Certain it is, ſeveral of Lord W m's relations, who 
diſapproved of the match, came up and rallied him on 
* his paſſion; Lord 8 k in particular uſed this re- 
* markable expreſſion, « Nephew, as much love as you 
« pleaſe, but no matrimony.” 

Next day, the prieſt being prepared, and the bride- 
groom waiting for me at the appointed place in all the 
tranſports of impatient expectation, I was, without any 
previous warning, carried into the country by my fa- 
ther, who took no notice of the imelligence he had re- 
ceived, but decoyed me into the coach on pretence of 
taking the air; and, when we had proceeded as far as 
'Turnham-green, gave me to underſtand, that he would 
dine in that place. 

* There was no remedy: I was obliged to bear my diſ- 
appointment, though with an aching heart, and follow- 
ed him up ſtairs into an apartment, where he told me 
he was minutely informed of my matrimonial ſcheme, 
did not attempt to diſguiſe the truth, but aſſured him, 
while the tears guſhed trom my eyes, that my want of 
courage alone had hindered me from making him privy 
to my paſſion z though I owned I ſhould have married 
Lord W m, even though he had diſapproved of my 
choice. I reminded him of the uneaſy life J Jed at 
home, and frankly acknowledged, that I loved my ad- 
mirer too well to live without him, though, if he would 
favour me with his conſent, I would defer my intention, 
and punctually obſerve any day he would fix for our 
„ nuptials, Mean while I begged he would permit me to 
« ſend a meſſage to Lord W m, who was waiting in 
« expettation of my coming, and might (without ſuch no- 
« tice) imagine I was playing the jilt. He granted this 

laſt requeit; in conſequence of which I ſent a letter 
to my lover, who, when he received it, had almoſt 
fainted away, believing I ſhould be locked up in the 
country, and ſnatched for ever from his arms. Tortured 
with theſe apprehenſions, he changed clothes immedi- 


* ately, and, taking horſe, reſolved to follow me whither- 
« ſoever we ſhould go. 


4 


D ee 


6 
c 
6 
£ 
* 
6 
6 
4 
« 
6 
6 
6 
0 


e 


After 


% 58 I 


f, ꝗ ,,... ðͤ oaks "RT" 77 0: oy "REY Ye 


— — —- 7 0a 0: £6 TM 06 


appeared before me like an angel. 
for ſome minutes, ſuſpended by a conflict of grief and 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 173 


© After dinner we proceeded as far as Brentford, where 


we lay, intending to be at my father's country-houſe 


next night; and my admirer, putting up at the ſame 
inn, practiſed every expedient his invention could ſug- 
geſt to procure an interview; but all his endeavours 
were unſucceſsful, becauſe I, who little dreamt of his 
being ſo near, had gone to bed upon our firſt arrival, 
overwhelmed with affliction and tears. ; 

* In the morning I threw myſelf at my father's feet, 
and conjured him, by all the ties of paternal affection, 
to indulge me with an opportunity of ſeeing my admirer 
once more, before I ſhould be conveyed from his wiſhes. 
The melancholy condition in which I preferred this 
ſupplication melted the tender heart of my parent, who 
yielded to my ſolicitations, and carried me back to town 
for that parpole. 

Lord W m, who had watched our motions, and 
arrived at his own lodgings before we arrived at my fa- 
ther's houſe, obeyed my ſummons on the inſtant, and 


joy. At length 1 recovered the uſe of ſpeech, and gave 
him to-underſtand, that I was come to tov-n, in order 
to take my leave of him, by the permiſſion of my fa- 


ther, whom I had promiſed to attend into the country 


next day, before he would conſent to my return, the 


chief cauſe and pretence of which was my- carnelt delire - 


to convince him, that-I was not to blame for the diſap- 
pointment he had ſuffered, and that I ſhould fee him 
again in a month, when the nuptial Knot ſhould be tied 
in ſpite of all oppoſition. 


My lover, who was better acquainted with the world, 


had well nigh run diſtracted with this information. He 
{wore he would not leave me- until I ſhould promiſe to 
meet and marry him next day, or, if I refuled to grant 
that requeſt, he would immediately leave the kingdom, 


to which he would never more return, and, before his 


departure, facritice Lord H— B—, fon to the duke of 
8. A „who was the only-perſon upon earth who 


could have betrayed us to my father, becauſe he alone 


was truſted with the ſecret of our intended marriage, 
and had actually undertaken to give me away—an ofhce 


1 Which 


Our faculties were, 
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which he afterwards declined. Lord W m alſo af. 
ſirmed, that my father decoyed me into the country, 
with a view of cooping me up, and ſequeſtering me en- 
tirely from his view and correſpondence. | 
© In vain 1 pleaded my father's well-known tenderneſs, 
and uſed ail the arguments I could recollect to divert 
him from his revenge upon Lord H——, He was deaf 
to all my reprelentations, and nothing, I found, would 
prevail upon him to ſuppreſs his reſentment but a poſi- 
tive promiſe to comply with his former deſire. I told 
him 1 would hazard every thing to make him happy, 
but could. not, with any regard to my duty, take ſuch 
a ſtep without the knowledge of my parent, or, if I were 
ſo inclined, it would be impracticable to elude his vigi— 
inge and ſuſpicion. However, he employed ſuch pa- 
thetic remonltrances, and retaiued fuch a powerful ad- 
vocate within my own breaſt, that, before we parted, I 
aſſured him, my whole power ſhould. be exerted for his 
ſatisſaction; and he ſignified his reſolution of ſittiug up 
ail night, in expectation of ſeeing me at his lodgings. 
Ic had no ſooner retired, than I went into the next 
room, and deſired my father to fix a day for the mar- 
riage; in winch caſe, I would cheerfully wait upon him 
into the country; whereas, ſhould he deny my requeſt, 
on pretence of fiaying for the conſent of my mother's 
relations, which was very uncertain, I would ſeize the 
firſt opportunity of marrying Lord W m, colt 
what it would. He conſented to the match, but would 
not appoint a day for the ceremony, which he propoſed 
to defer until all parties ſhould be agreed; and ſuch a 
favourable crifis, J feared, would never happen. 
© ] therefore refolved within myſelf to gratify my 
lover's expectation, by eloping, if poſſible, that very 
night ; though the execution of this plan was extreme- 
ly difficult, becauſe my father was upon the alarm, and 
wy own maid, who was my bedfellow, altogether in his 
intereſt. Notwithſtanding theſe confiderations, I found 
means to engage one of the houſe-maids in my behalf, 
who beſpuke a nackney-coach, to be kept in waitin 
all niphit ; and to bed I went with my Abigail, whom 
(as 1 bad hot cloſed an eye) 1 waked about five in the, 
morning 
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morning, and ſent to pack up ſome things for our in- 
tended journey. | 


While ſhe was thus employed, I got up, and hud- 


dled on my clothes, ſtanding upon my pillow, leſt my 


father, who lay in the chamber below, ſhould hear me 
afoot, and ſuſpe& my deſign. 

« Having dreſſed myſelf with great diſpatch and diſor- 
der, I flounced down ſtairs, italking as heavily as I 
could tread, that he might miſtake me for one of the 


ſervants ; and my confederate opening the door, I ſal- 


lied out into the ſtreet, thongh I knew not which way 
to turn; and, to my unſpeakable mortitication, neither 
coach nor chair appeared. 

Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope of 
finding a convenience; and being not only diſappoint- 
ed in that particular, but alſo bewildered in my pere- 
grination, I began to be exceedingly alarmed with the 
apprehenſion ot being met by ſome perſon who might 
know me; becauſe, in that caſe, my deſign would un- 
doubtedly have been diſcovered, from every circum - 
{tance of my appearance at that time of day; for I 
had put on the very clothes which I had pulled off 
over night, ſo that my dreſs was altogether odd and 
peculiar : my ſhoes were very fine, and over a large 
hoop I wore a pink fattin quilted petticoat trimmed 
with filver, which was partly covered by a white dimity 
night 
Maw rain and apron, were hurried on without pin- 
ning; my night-cap could not contain my hair, which 
hung about my ears in great diſorder, and my coun- 
tenance denoted a mixture of hope and fear, joy and 
ſhame. | 

© In this dilemma, I made my addreſſes to that ho- 
nourable member of ſociety a ſhoe-black, whom I ear- 
neſtly intreated to provide me with a coach or chair, pro- 
miſing to reward him liberally for his trouble : but he 
having the misfortune to be lame was unable to keep 
up with my pace; ſo that, by his advice and direction, 
I went into the firſt public houſe I found open, where 
I itayed ſome time, in the utmoſt conſternation, amon 
a crew of wretches whom I thought proper to bribe for 
their civility, not without the terror of being ſtripped. 
At 


gown, a full quarter of a yard too ſhort: my 
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At length, however, my meſſenger returned with a 
chair, of which I took immediate poſſeſſion; and fear- 
ing that, by this time, my family would be alarmed, 
m's lodgings, 1 or- 
dered myſelf to be carried thither backwards, that ſo I 


might paſs undiſcovered. 


This ſtratagem ſucceeded according to my wiſh; I 
ran up ſtairs, in a ſtate of trepidation, to my faithful 
lover, who waited for me with the moſt impatient and 
fearful ſuſpence. At ſight of me, his eyes lightened 
with tranſport ; he caught me in his arms, as the rich- 
eit preſent heaven could beſtow ; gave me to underſtand 
that my father had already ſent to his lodgings in queſt 
of me; then applauding my love and reſolution in the 
moſt rapturous terms, 4 ordered a hackney - coach to 
be called, and that we might run no riſque of ſepara— 
tion, attended me to church, where we were lawfully 
joined in the ſight of heaven. 

© His fears were then all over, but mine recurred with 
double aggravation : I dreaded the fight of my father, 
and ſhared all the ſorrow he ſuffered on account of 
my undutiful behaviour: for I loved him with ſuch pie- 
ty of affection, that I would have endured every other 
ſpecies of diſtreſs, rather than have given him the leaſt 
uncaſineſs: but love (where he reigns in full empire) is 
altogether irreſiſtible, ſurmounts every difficulty, and 
ſwallows up all other conſiderations. This was the 
caſe with me; and now the irrevocable ſtep was taken, 
my firſt care was to avoid his ſight. With this view, 
| begged that Lord W m would think of ſome 
remote place in the country, to which we might retire 
for the preſent ; and he forthwith conducted me to a 
houſe on Blackheath, where we were very civilly re- 
ceived by a laughter-loving dame, who ſcemed to mi- 
{take me for one of her own ſiſterhood. 

* I no ſouner perceived her opinion, than I deſired 
Lord W m to undeceive her; upon which ſhe 
was made acquainted with the nature of my fituation, 
and ſhewed us into a private room, where 1 called for 
pen and paper, and wrote an apology to my father, for 
having acted contrary to his will, in ſo important a 


concern. 
This 
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« This taſk being performed, the bridegroom gave me 
to underſtand, that there was a neceſſity for our being 
bedded immediately, in order to render the marriage 
binding, leſt my father ſhould diſcover and part us be- 


fore conſummation. 


I pleaded hard for a reſpite till 


the evening, objecting to the indecency of going to 


bed before noon ; but he found means to invalidate all 
my arguments, and to convince me, that it was now 
my duty to obey. Rather than hazard the imputation 
of being obſtinate and refractory on the brit day of my 
probation, I ſuffered myſelf to be led into a chamber, 
which was darkened by my expreſs ſtipulation that my 
ſhame and confuſion might be the better concealed, and 


yielded to the privilege of a dear huſband, who loved 


me to adoration. | 
About five o'clock in the afternoon we were called 
to dinner, which we had ordered to be ready at four; 
but ſuch a paltry care had been forgot, amidſt the tran- 
ſports of our mutual bliſs. We got up, however, and 
when we came down (tairs, I was aſhamed to fee the light 
of day, or meet the eyes of my beloved lord. 1 ate little, 
ſaid leſs, was happy, though overwhelmed with confu- 
ſion, underwent a thouſand agitations, ſome of which 
were painful, but by far the greater part belonged to 
rapture and delight; we were imparadiſed in the gra- 
tification of our mutual wiſhes, and felt all that love 
can beſtow, and ſenſibility enjoy. 
In the twilight we returned to Lord W—m's lodg- 
ings in town, where I received a letter from my father, 
importing, that he would never ſee me again, But 
there was one circumſtance in his manner of writing, 
from which I conceived a happy preſage of bis future 
indulgence. He had begun with his uſual appellation 
of Dear Fanny, which, though it was expunged to 
make way for the word Madam, encouraged me to 
hope that his paternal fondneſs was not yet extinguiſh- 
ed. 

At ſupper we were viſited by Lord W m's 
younger tiſter, who laughed at us for our inconſiderate 
match, though, ſhe owned, ſhe envied our happineſs, 
and offered me the uſe of her clothes, until I ſhould re- 
trieve my own. She was a woman of a great deal of 


humour, 
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humour, plain but genteel, civil, friendly, and perfectly 
well bred. She favoured us with her company till the 
night was pretty far advanced, and did not take her 
leave till we retired to our apartment. 

* As our Jodgings were not ſpacious or magnificent, 
we reſolved to ſee little company ; but this refolution 
was fruſtrated by the numerous acquaintance of Lord 
W-—m, who let in half the town; ſo that I ran the 
gauntlet for one whole week among a ſet of wits, who 
always delight in teaſing a young creature of any note, 
when ſhe happens to make ſuch a ſtolen match. Amon 
thoſe that viſited us upon this occaſion, was my Jord's 
younger brother, who was at that time in keepin 
with a rich heireſs of maſculine memory, and took that 
opportunity of making a parade with his equipage; 
which was indeed very magnificent, but altogether dif- 
regarded by us, whoſe happineſs conſiſted in the opus 
lence of mutual love. 

This ceremony of receiving vilits being performed, 
we went to wait on his mother the dutcheis of H , 
who hearing I was an heireſs, readily forgave her ſon 
for marrying without her knowledge and conſent, and 
favoured us with a very cordial reception; inſomuch 
that, for ſeveral months, we dined almoſt conitantly at 
her table; and I muſt own, I always found her unal- 
tered in her civility and affection, contrary to her ge- 
neral character, which was haughty and capricious, 
She was undoubtedly a woman of great ſpirit and un- 
derſtanding, but ſubje&t to an infirmity which very 
much impairs and diſguiſes every other qualification. 

© In about three weeks after our marriage, I was ſo 
happy as to obtain the forgiveneſs of my father, to 
whoie houſe we repaired, in order to pay our relpects 
and ſubmiſſion. At ſight of me he wept; nor did I 
behold his tears unmoved ; my heart was overcharged 
with tenderneſs and ſorrow, for having offended ſuch an 
indulgent parent; ſo that I mingled my tears with his, 
while my dear huſband, whoſe ſoul was of the ſofteſt 
and gentlett mould, melted with ſympathy at the affect- 
ing ſcene. 

* Being thus reconciled to my father, we attended him 
into the country, where we were received by my mother, 


« who 
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* who was a ſenſible good woman, though not ſuſceptible 
to love, and therefore lels apt to excuſe a weakneſs, to 
© which ſhe was an utter ſtranger. This was likewiſe the 
« cafe with an uncle, from whom I had great expecta- 
tions. He was a plain good-natured man, and treated 
© us with great courteſy; though his notions, in poiut of 
© love, were hot exactly conformable to ours. Neverthe- 
* leſs, I was, and ſeemed to be ſo happy in my choice, 
that my family not only became ſatisfied with the match 
© but exccedingly fond of Lord W m. 

After a ſhort {tay with them in the country, we re- 
© turned to London, in order to be introduced at court, 
and then ſet out for the north, on a viſit to my brother- 
in- law the duke of H who had by a letter to Lord 
W m, invited us to his habitation. My father ac- 
« cordingly equipped us with horſes and money; for our 
© own finances were extremely ſlender, conſiſting only of 
© a ſmall penſion allowed by his grace, upon whom the 
brothers were entirely dependent, the father having died 
« ſuddenly, before ſuitable proviſion could be made Be his 
younger children. | 

* When I took my leave of my relations, bidding adien 
to my paternal home, and found myſelf launching into 
© a world of care and trouble, though the voyage on 
which I had embarked was altogether voluntary, and 
© my companion the perſon on whom I doted to diſtrac- 
tion, I could not help feeling ſome melancholy ſenſa- 
* tions, which, however, in a little time, gave way to a 
„train of more agreeable ideas; I was viſited in town by 
* almoſt all the women of faſhion, many of whom, I 
perceived, envied me the poſſeſſion of a man who had 
made ſtrange havock among their hearts, and ſome of 
them knew the value of his favour. One in particular 
* endeavoured to cultivate my frier-iſhip with fingular 
* marks of regard ; but I thought proper to diſcourage 
© her advances, by keeping within the bounds of bare ei- 
© vility ; and indeed to none of them was I laviſh of my 
* complaiſance: for I dedicated my whole time to the 
© object of my affection, who engroſſed my wiſhes to ſuch 
* a degree, that although I was never jealous, (becauſe I 
had no reaſon to be ſo), I envied the happineſs of every 


© woman 
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woman whom he chanced at any time to hand into a 
© coach, 

© The dutcheſs of , who was newly married to 
© the ear] of P, a particular friend of Lord W m's, 
© carried me to court, and preſented me to the queen, who 
© expreſſed her approbation of my perſon in very particu- 
© lar terms, and obſerved the ſatisfaction that appeared in 


© my countenance, with marks of admiration ; defired her 


© ladies to take notice how little happineſs depended upon 
wealth, ſince there was more joy in my face than in all 
| © her court beſides. 
© Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm me 
© with bluſhes, which her majelty ſeemed to behold with 
« pleaſure ; for ſhe frequently repeated the remark, and 
© ſhewed me to all the foreigners of diſtinction, with ma- 
ny gracious expreſſions of favour. She wiſhed Lord 
4 m happineſs inſtead of joy, and was pleaſed to 
« promiſe, that ſhe would provide for her pretty beggars: 
and poor enough we certainly were in every article but 
© love. Nevertheleſs, we felt no neceſſities, but paſſed the 
« {ummer in a variety of pleaſures and parties; the great- 
« eft part of which were planned by Lord W m's ſiſ- 
© ter and another lady, who was at that time miſtreſs to 
the prime miniſter. The firſt was a wit, but homely in 
© her perſon ; the other, a woman of great beauty and 
* maſculine underſtanding ; and à particular friendſhip 
ſubſiſted between them, though they were both lovers 
of power and admiration. | 
This lady, who ſat at the helm, was extremely elegant 
© as well as expenſive in her diverſions, in many of which 
* we bore a ſhare; particularly in her parties upon the 
« water, which were contrived in all the magnificence of 
© taſte. In the courſe of theſe amuſements, a trifling 
© circumſtance occurred, which 1 ſhall relate as an inſtance 
© of that jealous ſenſibility which characteriſed Lord 
«<W m's diſpoſition. A large company of ladies and 
« gentlemen having agreed to dine at Vauxhall, aud ſup 
© at Marblehall, where we propoſed to conclude the even- 
ing with a dance, one barge being inſufficient to con- 
© tain the whole company, we were divided by lots; in 
* conſequence of which, my huſband and I were parted. 
© This ſeparation was equally mortifying to us both, who 
2 * though 
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though married, were ſtill lovers; and my chagrine was 
© increaſed, when I perceived that I was doomed to fit b 
Sir W Y „a man of profeſſed gallantry ; for, 
although Lord W——m had, before his marriage, 
* made his addreſſes to every woman he ſaw, I knew ver 
« well he did not defire that any perſon ſhould make love 
© to his wife. | 5 

That I might not therefore give umbrage by talking 
© to this gallant, I converſed with a Scots nobleman, who, 
© according to common report, had formerly ſighed among 
* my admirers: by theſe means, in ſeeking to avoid one 
error, I outwittingly plunged myſelf into a greater; 
© and diſobliged Lord W-——m ſo much that he could 
not conceal his diſpleaſure ; nay, ſo deeply was he of- 
* fended at my conduct, that in the evening, when the 
ball began, he would ſcarce deign to take me by the 
hand in-the courſe of dancing, and darted ſuch unkind 
looks as pierced me to the very ſoul. What augmented 
* my concern, was my ignorance of the treſpais I had 
committed. I was tortured with a thouſand uncaſy re- 
* fletions ; I began to fear that I had miſtaken his tem- 
* per, and given my heart to a man who was tired of 
< poſſeſſion; though I reſolved to bear without complaig- 
ing the misfortune I had entailed upon myſelf. 

« | ſeized the firſt opportunity of ſpeaking to him, and 
* thereby diſcovered the cauſe of his chagrin ; but, as 
there was no time for expoſtulation, the miſunderſtand- 


ing continued on his fide, with ſuch evident marks of | 


* uncaſineſs, that every individual of the company made 
* up to me and inquired about the cauſe of his diſorder ; 
* ſo that I was fain to amuſe their concern, by ſaying, that 
© he had been ill the day before, and dancing did not 
* agree with his conſtitution, So much was he incenſed 
by this unhappy circumſtance of my conduct, which was 
* roid of all intention to offend him, that he determined 
to be revenged of me for my indiſcretion, and at ſupper, 


chancing to ſit between two very handſome ladies, (one 


* of whom 1s lately dead, and the other at preſent my 
* neighbour in the country), he affected an air of gaity, 
* and openly coquetted with them both. 

© 'This was not the only puniſhment he inflited on his 
innocent wife. In the courſe of our entertainment we en- 
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- gaged in ſome ſimple diverſion, in conſequence of which, 
the gentlemen were ordered to ſalute the ladies; when 
Lord W m, in performing this command, unkindly 
neglected me in my turn; and I had occaſion for all my 
6 dileretion and pride, to conceal from the company the 
* agonies [ felt at this mark of indifference and diſreſpect. 
© However, I obtained the victory over myſelf, and pre- 
* tended to laugh at his huſband- like behaviour, while the 
© tears ſtood in my eyes, and my heart ſwelled even to 
-«. burſting. 
We E up about five, after having ſpent the moſt 
© tedious evening I had ever known; and this offended 
lover went to bed in a ſtate of ſullen filence and diſguſt. 
© Whatever defire I had to come to an explanation, I 
thought myſelf ſo much aggrieved by his unreaſonable 
« prejudice, that I could not prevail upon myſelf to de- 
mand a conference, till after his firſt nap, when my 
pride giving way to my tenderneſs, I claſped him in my 
© arms, though he pretended to diſcourage theſe advances 
of my love: I aſked how he could be fo unjuſt as to 
take umbrage at my civility to a man whom, he knew, 
I had refuſed for his ſake. I chid him for his barbaroug 
© endeavours to awake my jealouſy, and uſed ſuch irreſiſt- 
© ible arguments in my own vindication, that he was con- 
© vinced of my innocence, ſealed my acquittal with a 
kind embrace, and we mutually enjoyed the ſoft tranſ- 
« ports of a fond reconciliation, | | 
© Never was paſſion more eager, delicate, or unreſerved, 
« than that which glowed within our breaſts. Far from 
being cloyed with the poſſeſſion of each other, our rap- 
« tures ſeemed to increaſe with the term of our union. 
When we were parted, though but for a few hours, by 
© the neceſſary avocations of life, we were unhappy during 
that brief ſeparation, and met again, like lovers who 
knew no joy but in one another's preſence. How many 
delicious evenings did we ſpend together, in our little 
apartment, after we had ordered the candles to be taken 
© away, that we might enjoy the agreeable reflection of 
the moon in a fine tummer's evening. Such a mild and 
« ſolemn ſcene naturally diſpoſes the mind to peace and 
$ benevolence; but when improved with the converſation of 
4 the man one loves, it fills the imagination with ideas of 
Mr © ineſfable 
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« ineffable delight! For my own part, I can ſafely ſay, 
my heart was fo wholly engroſſed by my huſband, that 
I never took pleaſure in any diverſion where he was not 
* perſonally concerned; nor was I ever guilty of one 
thought repugnant to my duty and my love. 
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with having fpeiled him with too- much = = 


© In the autumn we ſet out for the north, and were met 
on the road by the duke and twenty gentlemen, who 
conducted us to H n, where we lived in all imagi- 
nable ſplendour, His grace, at that time, maintained 


above a hundred ſervants, with a band of- muſic which 
always performed at dinner, kept open table, and was 
viſited by a great deal of company. The economy of 


his houſe was ſuperintended by his eldeſt ſiſter, a beau- 


tiful young lady of an amiable temper, with whom J 


ſoon contracted an intimate frieadſhip. She and the 


duke uſed to rally me upon my fondneſs for Lord 


W 


m, who was a fort of an humouriſt, and apt to 


be in a pet, in which caſe he would leave the company, 


and go to bed by ſeven o'clock in the evening. On 
theſe occaſions: I always diſappeared, giving up every: 
conſideration to that of pleaſing my huſband, notwith- 
itanding the ridicule of- his relations, who taxed me 


But how could I expreſs too much tenderneſs and con« 


deſcenſion for a man, who doated upon me to ſuch ex 


ceſs, that when bufineſs obliged him to leave me, he 
always ſuatched the firſt opportunity to return, and of- 
ten rode through darkneſs, ſtorms and tempeſt, to my 


Arms. 


* Having ſtayed about ſeven months in this place, -I. 
found myſelf in a fair way of being a mother; and 
that I might be near my own relations in ſuch an inte- 


reſting. ſituation, I and my dear companion departed 
from. H—- n, not without great reluctance; for I was 
fond .of: the Scots-in general, .who treated me with 
great hoſpitality» and reſpect; and to this day, they 


pay me the compliment of ſaying, I was one of the 


' belt wives in that country, which is ſo juſtly celebrated 
for good women. | 


* Lord W——m having attended me to my father's 


"houſe, was obliged to return to Scotland, to ſupport 
his intereſt in being elected member of parliament ; ſo 
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that he took his leave of me with a full reſolution of 
ſeeing me again, before the time of my lying-in ; and 
all the comfort I enjoyed in his abſence, was the peru— 
ſa} of his letters, which I punctually received, together 
with thoſe of his ſitter, who, from time to time, favour- 
ed me with affurances of his conſtancy and devotion, 
Indeed, theſe teſtimonials were neceſſary to one of my 
diſpoſition; for I was none of thoſe who could be con- 
tented with half a heart. 1 could not even ſpare one 
complaiſant look to any other woman, but expected the 
undivided homage of his love, Had I been diſappoint- 
ed in this expectation, I ſhould (though a wife) have 
rebelled or died. 

Mean while, my parents treated me with great tender- 
neſs, intending that Lord W m ſhould be ſettled in a 
houſe of his own, and accommodated with my fortune; 
and his expectations from the queen were very ſanguine, 
when I was taken ill, and delivered of a dead child 
an event which affected me extremely. When I under- 
2tood the extent of my misfortune, my heart throbbed 
with ſuch violence, that my breaſt could ſcarce contain 
it ; and my anxiety being aggravated by the abſence of 
my lord, produced a = fever, of which he was 
no ſooner apprized by letter, than he came poſt from 
Scotland ; but before his arrival I was ſuppoſed to be 
in a fair way. 

« During this journey, he was tortured with all that 
terrible fufpence which prevails in the minds of thoſe 
who are in danger of loſing that which is moſt dear to 
them; and, when he entered the houſe, was ſo much 


overwhelmed with apprehenfion, that he durſt not in- 


quire about the ſtate of my health. | 

As for my part, I never cloſed an eye from the time 
on which I expected his return; and, when I heard 
his voice, I threw open my curtains, and fat up ii the 


© bed to receive him, though at the hazard of my life. 
He run towards me with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, 


« 
4 
o 


and claſped me in his arms; he kneeled by the bed-fide, 
kiſſed my hand a thouſand times, and wept with tranſ- 
ports of tenderneſs and joy. In ſhort, this meeting was 
ſo pathetic, as to overcome my enfeebled conſtitution ; 
and we were parted by thoſe who were wiſer than our- 
ſelves, 
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ſclves, and ſaw that nothing was ſo proper for us as « - 
little repoſe. 

But how ſhall I relate the deplorable tranſition from 
envied happineſs to exceſs of miſery, which I now ſuſ- 
tained! My month was hardly up, when my dear huſ- 
band was taken ill; perhaps the fatigue of body, as 
'well as mind, which he had undergone on my account; 
-occalioned a fatal ferment in his blood, and his health 
fell a ſacrifice to his love. Phyſicians were called from 
London; but alas! they brought no hopes of his reco- 
very. By their advice, he was removed to town, for 
the convenience of being punctually attended. Every 
moment was too precious to be thrown away; be was 
therefore immediately put into the coach, though the day 
was far ſpent, and I, though exceedingly weak, accom- 
panied him in the journey, which was performed by the 
light of flambeaus, and rendered unſpeakably ſhocking, 
by the diſmal apprehenſion of loſing him every moment. 

© At length, however, -we arrived at our lodgings in 
Pail-mall, where I lay by him on the floor, and attend- - 
ed the iſſue of his diltemper in al} the agomics of horror - 
and defpair, . In a little time his malady ſettled upon 
his brain, and in his dclirium he uttered ſuch dreadful 
exclamations as were ſufficient to pierce the moſt ſavage 
heart. What effeck then mult they have had on mine; 
which was fraught with every ſentiment of the moſt 
melting affection! It was not a common grief that took 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul; I felt all the aggravation of the 
molt acute diſtreſs. I ſometimes ran down tothe ſtreet 
in a fit of diſtraction: I ſent for the doctors every mi- 
nute: I wearied heaven with my prayers; even now my 
heart akes at the remembrance of what 1 ſuffered, and 
cannot, without trembling, proceed with the woeful - 
ſtory. 

s Akad having lain inſenſible ſome days, he: recovered 
the uſe of ſpeech, and called upon my name, which he 
had a thouſand times repeated while he- was bereft of 
reaſon. . All hopes of his Hife was now rellnquiſhed, and 
J was led to his bed- ſide to receive his laſt adieu, being 
directed to fummon all my fortitude, and ſuppreſs my 
« forrow, that he might not be diſturbed by my agitation. 
I] collected all my reſolution to ſupport me in this affect- 
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ing ſcene. I ſaw my dear lord in extremity. The 
beauties of his youth were all decayed; yet his eyes, 
though languid, retained unſpeakable ſweetneſs and ex- 
preſſion, He felt his end approaching, put forth his 
hand, and, with a look full of complacency and benevo- 
lence, uttered ſuch a tender tale—Good Heaven! how 
had I deſerved ſuch accumulated affliction! the bare re- 
membrance of which now melts me into tears. Human 
nature could not undergo my ſituation, without ſuffering 
an ecſtacy of grief! I claſped him in my arms, and kiſſ- 
ed him a thouſand times with the moſt violent emotions 
of woe: but I was torn from his embrace, and in a little 
time he was raviſhed for ever from my view. 

On that fatal morning, which put a period to his life, 
I ſaw the dutcheſs of L approach my bed, and, 


from her appearance, concluded, that he was no more, 


yet 1 begged ſhe would not confirm the unhappy pre- 


ſage, by announcing his death; and ſhe accordingly 
preſerved the moſt emphatic ſilence. I got up, and trod 
ſoftly over his head, as if I had been afraid of interrupt- 
ing his repoſe. Alas! he was no longer ſenſible of ſuch ' 
diſturbance. I was ſeized with a ſtupefaction of ſorrow : 
I threw up the window, and, looking around, thought 


the ſun ſhone with the moſt diſmal] aſpect ; every thing 


was ſolitary, cheerleſs, and replete with horror. 

In this condition I was, by the direction of my friend, 
conveyed to her houſe, where my faculties were fo over- 
powered by the load of anguiſh which oppreſſed me, 
that I know not what paſſed during the firlt days of my 
unhappy widowhood; this only I know, the kind dutch- 
eſs treated me with all imaginable care and compaſ- 
ſion, and carried me to her country- houſe, where I ſtaid 
ſome months, during which ſhe endeavoured to comfort 
me with all the amuſements ſhe could invent, and laid 
me under ſuch obligations as ſhall never be erazed from 
my remembrance: yet, pred e pe all her care and 
concern, I was, by my exceſs of grief, plunged into a 


languiſhing diſtemper, for which my phylicians adviſed 

to drink the Bath waters. 

In compliance with this preſcription I went 'thither 

towards the end of ſummer, and found ſome benefit by 

adhering to their directions, though I ſeldom went 
| © abroad 
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abroad except when I viſited my ſiſter-in-law, who was 
there with the princeſs; and upon theſe occaſions I ne- 
ver failed to attract the notice of the company, who 
were {truck with the appearance of ſuch a young crea- 
ture in weeds: nor was I free from the perſecution of 
profeſſed admirers; but, being dead to all joy, I was 
deaf to the voice of adulation. 
About Chriſtmas I repaired to my father's houſe, 
where my ſorrows were revived by every object that re- 
called the idea of my dear lamented lord. But theſe 
melancholy reflections I was obliged to bear, becauſe I 
had no other home or habitation, being left an unpro- 
vided widow, altogether dependent on the affection of 
my own family. 
« During this winter divers overtures were made to my 
father by people who demanded me in marriage ; but 
my heart was not yet ſufficiently weaned from my for- 
mer paſſion, to admit the thoughts of another maſter. 
Among thoſe that preſented their propoſals was a certain 
young nobleman, who, upon the firſt news of Lord 
W m's death, came poſt from Paris in order to de- 
clare his paſſion. He made his firſt appearance in a 
hired chariot and ſix, accompanied by a big fat fellow, 
whom (as I afterwards learn'd) he had engaged to 
ſound his praiſes, with the promiſe of a thouſand pounds, 
in lieu of which he paid him with forty. Whether it 
was with a view of ſcreening himſelf from the cold, or 
of making a comfortable medium in caſe of being over- 
turned, and falling under his weighty companion, I 
know not; but certain it is, the carriage was {ſtuffed 
with hay in ſuch a manner, that, when he arrived, the 
ſervants were at ſome pains in rummaging and removing 
it, before they could come at their maſter, or help him 
to alight. When he was lifted out of the chariot, he 
exhibited a very ludicrous figure to the view; he was a 
thin, meagre, ſhivering ersature, of a low ſtature, with 
little black eyes, a long noſe, fallow complexion, and 
pitted with the ſmall-pox ; dreſſed in a coat of light 
brown frize, lined with pink-coloured ſhag, a monſtrous 
ſolitaire and bag, and (if I remember aright) a pair of - 
huge jack-boots. In a word, his whole appearance was 
ſo little calculated for inſpiring love, that I had (on the 
| « ſtrength 
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ſtrength of ſeeing him once before at Oxford) ſet him 
down as the laſt man on earth whom I would chuſe to 
wed ; and I will venture to affirm, that he was in every 
particular the very reverſe of my late huſband. 

As my father was not: at home, he ſtaid but one 
evening, and left his errand with my mother, to whom 
he was as diſagreeable as ro myſelf ; ſo that his propo- 


ſal was abſolutely rejected: aud i heard no more of him 
during the ſpace of three whole months, at the expira- 


tion of which I went. to town, where this- mortifying 
hgure preſented itſelf again, and renewed: his ſuit, offer- 


ing ſuch advantageous terms of ſettlement, that my fa- 
'ther began to reliſh the match, and warmiy recommend- 
-ed it to my conlideration. 


Lord W. m's relations adviſed me to embrace the 


opportunity of. making myſelf independent; ail my ac- 
'quaintance phed me with arguments te the ſame pur- 


poſe: I was uneaſy at home, and indifferent of all man- 
kind, I weighed the motives with the objections, ard 
with reluctance yielded to the importunity of my friends; 


© In conſequence of this determination the little gen- 


tleman was permitted to viſit me; and the manner of 
his addreſs did not at all alter the opinion I had con- 


ceived of his character and underſtandiug. I was even 


ſhocked at the proſpect of marrying a man whom I could 
not love, and, in order to diſburden my own conſcience, 
took an opportunity of telling him one evening as we 


ſat oppoſite to each other, that it was not in my power 
to eommand my affection, and therefore be could not ex- 
pect the poſſeſſion of. my heart, Lord W-——m's indul- 
gence having ſpoiled me for a wife; :nevertheleſs, I. 
would endeavour to contract a friendſhip for him, x hich 
would entirly depend upon his own behaviour. 

Jo this declaration he.replied, (to my great:ſurprize); 
that he did not defire me to love him; my friendſhip 
was ſufficient; and next day repeated this ſtrange in- 
{tance of moderation in a letter, which I communicated 
to my filter, who laughed heartily at the contents, aud 
perſuaded me, that, fince I could love no man, he was 
the propereſt perſon to be my huſband. 

* Accordingly, the wedding clothes and equipage being 
prepared, the day — e fatal day was fixed! on the morn- 


ing 
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ing of which I went to the houſe of my brother-in-law 
Duke H , who loved me tenderly, and took my 
leave of the family; a family which I ſhall always re- 
member with love, honour, and efteem. His grace re- 
ceived me in the wolt affectionate manner, laying at 
parting, Lady W „if he docs not uſe you well, 
I will rake you back again.” 
The bridegroom and | met at Ox chapel, where 
the ceremony was performed by the biſhop of W , 
in preſence of his lordſhip's mother, my father, and an- 
other lady. The nuptial knot being tied, we ſet out 
for my father's houſe in the country, and proceeded full 
twenty miles on our journey before my lord opened his 
mouth, my thoughts having been all that time employed 
on ſomething quite foreign to my preſent ſituation ; for 
I was then but a giddy girl of eighteen. At length my 
father broke ſilence, and, clapping his lordſhip on the 
ſhoulder, told him he was but a dull bridegroom ; upon 
which my lord gave him to underſtand, that he was out 
of ſpirits. This dejection continued all the day, notwith- 
ſtanding the refreſhment of a plentiful dinner which he 
ate upon the road; and in the evening we arrived at the 
place of our deſtination, where we were kindly received 
by my mother, though ſhe had no liking to the match; 
and after ſupper we retired to our apartment. 
© It was here that I had occaſion to perceive the moſt 
diſagreeable contraſt between my preſent helpmate and 
my . lord. Inſtead of flying to my arms with all 
the eagerneſs of love and rapture, this manly repreſen- 
tative ſat moping in a corner like a criminal on execu- 
tion-day, and owned he was aſhamed to bed a woman 
whoſe hand he bad ſcarce ever touched. 
I could not help being affected with this puſillanimous 
behaviour; I remembered Lord W——m, while I ſur- 
veyed the object before me, and made ſuch a compariſon 
as filled me with horror and diſguſt: nay, to ſuch a de- 
ree did my averſion to this phantom prevail, that I 
33 to ſweat with anguiſh at the thought of being 
ſubjected to his pleaſure; and when, after a long heſi- 
tation, he ventured to approach me, I trembled as if I 
had been expoſed to the embraces of a rattle-ſnake. 


® oe 4 rr 2 


"= Fo ST EC Eo WT WR = . TH WE RS. RR. 


W R aA a a a 


„ 


Nor did the efforts of his love diminiſh this antipathy. 


— Rs 


_ 
— = 4 ry 
y , w—_— * 
= 7 
1 dt — eedeees 


———— 
— * ONE 


„% „% 600.462 6..6 


190 Tux ADVENTURES or 


His attempts were like the pawings of an imp, ſent from 
hell to ſeize and torment ſome guilty wretch, ſuch as are 
exhibited in ſome dramatic performance, which I never 
ſee ated without remembering my wedding night. By 
ſuch ſhadowy, unſubſtantial, vexatious behaviour was 
I tantalized, and robbed of my repoſe ; and early next 
morning I got up, with a molt ſovereign contempt for 
my bedfellow, who indulged himſelf in bed till cleven, 
Having paſſed a few days in this place, I went home 
with him to his houſe at Twickenham; and ſoon after 
we were preſented at court, when the queen was pleaſed 
to ſay to my lord's mother, ſhe did not doubt that we 
ſhould be a happy couple; for I had been a good wife 
to my former huſband. 
Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in my 
new ſpouſe, he was not wanting in point of hberality : 
] was preſented with a very fine f ae wh ſtudded with 
ſilver nails, aud ſuch a profuſion of jewels as furniſhed a 
joke to ſome of my acquaintance, who obſerved that I 
was formerly queen of hearts, but now metamorphoſed- 
into the queen of diamonds. I now alſo had an oppor- 
tunity (which I did not let flip). of paying Lord- 
W——m's debts from my, privy. purſe ;. and on that 
ſcore received the thanks of his elder brother, who- 
(though he had undertaken to diſcharge them) delayed. 
the execution of his purpoſe longer than I thought they 
ſhould remain unpaid. This. mcommon ſplendour at: 
tracted the eyes and envy of my competitors, who were 
the more implacable in their reſentments, becauſe, not- 
withſtanding my marriage, 1 was as much as ever fol- 
lowed by the men of gallantry and pleaſure, among 
whom it is a conſtant maxim, that a woman never with: 
holds her affections from her huſband without an atten- 
tion to beſtow them ſomewhere elſe. I never appeared 
without a train of admirers, and my houſe in the coun: 
try was always crowded with gay young men of quality. 
Among thoſe who cultivated my good graces with 
© the greatelt ſcill and aſſiduity were the Earl C , and. 
« Mr. 8 „ brother to Lord F : the former of 
yy hom, in the courſe of his addreſſes, treated me with 
an entertainment of furprizing magnificence, diſpoſed 
5 into a dinner, ſupper, and ball, to which I, at his de- 
| 6 ſire, . 
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fire, invited eleven ladies, whom he paired with the like 
number of his own ſex; ſo that the whole company 
amounted to twenty-four. We were regaled with a 
moſt elegant dinner, in an apartment which was alto- 
ether ſuperb, and ſerved by gentlemen only, no livery 
— being permitted to come within the door. In 
the afternoon we embarked in two ſplended barges, be- 
ing attended by a band of muſic, in a third; and en- 
joyed a delightful evening upon the river, till the twi- 


light, when we returned and began the ball, which was 


conducted with ſuch order and taſte, that mirth and good 
humour prevailed. No diſſatisfaction appeared, except 
in the countenance of one old maid, ſince married to a 
ſon of the duke of „who though ſhe would not re- 
fuſe to partake of ſuch an agreeable entertainment, was 
diſpleaſed that I ſhould have the honour of inviting 
her. O baleful Envy! thou ſelf-tormenting fiend y 
How doſt thow predominate in all aſſemblies, from the 
grand gala of a court to the meeting of ſimple peaſants 
at their harveſt home! Nor is the prevalence of this 
ſordid paſſion to be wondered at, if we conſider the 
weakneſs, pride, and vanity of our ſex. The preſence 
of one favourite man ſhall poiſon the enjoyment of a 
whole company, and produce the moſt rancorous enmity 
betwixt the cloſeſt friends. 
© I danced with the maſter of the ball, who employed 
all the artillery of his eloquence in making love ; yet I 
did not liſten to his addreſſes, for he was not to my 
taſte, though he poſſeſſed an agreeable perſon, and a 
good acquired 1 but he was utterly ig- 
norant of that gentle prevailing art which I afterwards 
experienced in Mr. 8 „and which was the only 
method he could have ſucceſsfully practiſed, in ſeducing 
a young woman like me, born with ſentiments of 
honour, and trained up in the paths of religion and vir- 
tue. This young gentleman was indeed abſolutely ma- 
{ter of thoſe infinuating qualifications which few wo- 
men of paſſion and ſenſibility can reſiſt; and had a 
perſon every way adapted for profiting by thele inſi- 
dious talents, He was well acquainted with the hu- 
man heart, conſcious of his own power and capacity, 
and exerciſcd theſe endowments with unwearied perſe- 
verance. 


Waun 2 


eee EE a 


192 Tur ADVENTURES or 


n m 4 626 


SS a. .@a 0@ 4 


Ga S GH. @ @..9 


verance. He was tall and thin, of a ſhape and ſize per- 
fectly agreeable to my taſte, with large blue eloquent 
eyes, good teeth, and a long head turned to 82 
His behaviour was the ſtandard of politeneſs, and all 
his advances were conducted with the moſt profound 
reſpect; which is the moſt effectual expedient a man 
can uſe againſt us, if he can tind means to perſuade us 
that it proceeds from the exceſs and delicacy of his paſ- 
ſion. It is no other than a filent compliment, by 
which our accompliſhments are continually flattered, 


and pleaſes in proportion to the ſuppoſed underſtand- 


ing of him who pays it. 

© By theſe arts and advantages this conſummate poli- 
tician in love began by degrees to ſap the foundations 
of my conjugal faith; he ſtole imperceptibly into my 
affection, and by dint of opportunity, which he well 
knew how to improve, triumphed, at laſt, over all his 
rivals. | 

© Nor was he the only perſon that diſputed my heart 
with Earl C-. That nobleman was alſo rivalled by 
Lord C— H—, a Scotchman, who had been an inti- 
mate and relation of my former huſtand. Him J 
would have preferred to moſt of his competitors, and 
actually coquetted with him for ſome time: but the 
amour was interrupted by his going to Ireland; upon 
which occaſion, underſtanding that he was but indif- 
ferently provided with money, I made him a preſent of 
a gold ſnuff- box, in which was incloſed a bank- note; a 
triffing mark of my eſteem, which he afterwards juſti- 
fied by the moſt grateful, friendly, and genteel beha- 
viour; and as we correſponded by letters, I frankly 
told him, that Mr. S— had ftept in, and won the palm 
from all the reſt of my admirers. | 
© 'This new favourite's mother and ſiſters, who lived in 
the neighbourhood, were my conſtant companions z and, 
in conſequence of this intimacy, he never let a day paſs 
without paying his reſpects to me in perſon ; nay, ſo 
ingenious was he in contriving the means of promotin 
his ſujr, that whether I rode or walked, went abroad or 
ſtayed at home, he was always of courſe one of the 
party : ſo that his deſign ſeemed to ingroſs his whole 
vigilance and attention. Thus he ſtudied my diſpoſi- 
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tion, and eſtabliſhed himſelf ia my good opinion, at the 
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ſame time. He found my heart was ſuſceptible of eve- 
ry tender impreſſion, and ſaw that I was not free from 
the vanity of youth; he had already acquired my 
friendſhip and efteem, from which he knew there was a 
ſhort and eaſy tranſition to love. By his penetration 
chuſing proper ſeaſons for the theme, he urged it with 
ſuch pathetic vows and artful adulation, as might well 
captivate a young woman of my complexion and inex- 
perience, and circumſtanced as I was, with a huſband 
whom L had ſuch reaſon to deſpiſe. 
Though he thus made an inſenſible progreſs in my 
heart, he did not find my virtue an eaſy conqueſt ; and 
I myſelf was ignorant of the advantage he had gained, 
with regard to my inclinations, until I was convinced 
of his focoels by an alarm of jealouſy which I one day 
felt, at ſeeing him engaged in converſation with ano- 
ther lady. i forthwit jon rr. this ſymptom of 
love, with which I had been formerly acquainted, and 
trembled at the diſcovery of my own weakneſs. TI un- 
derwent a ſtrange agitation and mixture of contrary 
ſenſations ; I was pleaſed with the paſſion, yet aſhamed 
of avowing it even to my own mind. The rights of a 
huſband (though mine was but a nominal one) occur- 
red to my reflection, and virtue, modeſty and honour 
forbade me to cheriſh the guilty flame. | 

* While I encouraged thets laudable ſcruples, and re- 
ſolved to ſacrifice my love to duty and reputation, my lord 
was almoſt every day employed in riding poſt to my fa— 


ther, with complaints of my conduct, which was hither- 


to irreproachable ; though the greatelt grievance which 
he pretended to have ſuffered, was my refuſing to com- 
ply with his deſire, when he entreated me to lie a 
whole hour every morning, with my neck uncovered, 
that by gazing, he might quiet the perturbation of his 
ſpirits. From this requeſt you may judge of the man, 
as well as of the regard I muſt entertain for his cha- 
racter and diſpoſition. | 

During the whole ſummer I was beſieged by my art- 
ful undoer, and in the autumn ſet out with my lord for 


Bath, where, by reaſon of the intimacy that ſubſiſted 


between our families, we lived in the ſame houſe with 
Vor. II. R my 
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my lover and his ſiſter, who, with another agreeable 
young lady, accompanied us in this expedition. By 
this time Mr. S— had extorted from me a confeſſion of 
a mutual flame, though I aſſured him that it ſhould ne- 
ver induce me to give up the valuable poſſeſſions of an 
unſpotted character, and a conſcience void of offence, 
I offered him all the enjoyment he could reap from an 
unreſerved intercourſe of ſouls, abſtracted from any ſen- 
ſual conſideration. He eagerly embraced the Platonic 
propoſal, becauſe he had ſagacity enough to foreſee 
the iſſue of ſuch chimerical contracts, and knew me too 
well to think he could accompliſh his purpoſe without 
ſeeming to acquieſce in my own terms, and cultivating 
my tenderneſs under the ſpecious pretext. 

In conſequence of this-agreement we took all oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing each other in private; and theſe in- 
terviews were ſpent in mutual proteſtations of difinte- 
reſted love. This correſpondence, though dangerous, 
was (on my fide) equally innocent and endearing ; and 
many happy hours were paſs'd, before my ſentiments 
were diſcovered. At length my lover was taken ill, 
and then my paſſion burſt out beyond the power of 
concealment ; my grief and anxiety became ſo conſpi- 
cuous in my countenance, and my behaviour was ſo in- 
diſcreet, that every body in the houſe perceived the 
ſituation of my thoughts, and blamed my conduct ac- 
cordingly. : 

© Certain it is I was extremely imprudent, though in- 
tentionally innocent, I have lain whole nights by my 
lord, who teized and tormented me for that which nei- 
ther I could give or he could take, and ruminated on 
the fatal conſequence of this unhappy flame, until I was 
worked into a fever of diſquiet. I ſaw there was no 
ſafety but in flight, and often determined to baniſh my- 
ſelf for ever from the {ſight of this dangerous intruder. 
But my reſolution always failed at the approach of day, 
and my defire of ſeeing him as conſtantly recurred. So 
far was J from perſiſting in ſuch commendable deter- 
minations, that, on the eve of our departure from Bath, 
I felt the keeneſt pangs of forrow at our approaching 
ſeparation ; and as we could not enjoy our private in- 


-* terviews at my houſe in town, I promiſed to viſit him 
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at his own apartments, after he had ſworn by all that is 
* ſacred, that he would take no ſiniſter advantage of my - 
* condeſcenſion, by preſuming upon the opportunities 1 
© ſhould give. 
« He kept his word ; for he faw I truſted to it with fear 
and trembling, and perceived that my apprehenſion was. 
not affected, but the natural concern of a young creature, 
diſtracted between love and duty, whom, bad he alarmed, . 
he never would have ſeen within his doors again. Inſtead 
of preſſing me with ſolicitations in favour of his paſſion, 
he was more than ever reſpectful and complaiſant ; ſo 
that I found myſelf diſengaged of all reſtraint, conducted 
the coverſation, ſhortened and repeated my vitits, at my 
own pleaſure, till, at laſt, I became ſo accuitomed to this 
communication, that his houſe was as familiar to me as 
my Own. | 
Having in this manner ſecured himſelf in my confidence 
he reſumed the favourite topic of love, and warming my 
imagination by gradual advances on the ſubject, my heart 
began to pant; when he ſaw me thus moved, he ſnatch- 
ed the favourable occaſion to practiſe all his eloquence 
and art. I could not reſiſt his energy, nor even fly from 
the temptation that afſmled me, until he had obtained a 
promiſe that he ſhould at our next mecting, reap the 
fruits of his tedious expectation, Upon this condition 
{ was permitted to-retire, and bleſſed heaven for my ef- 
cape, fuily determined to continue in the path of virtue 
| had hitherto trod, and ſtifle the eriminal flame, by 
winch my peace and reputation were endangered. But 
his idea, which reigned in my heart without controul,. 
ſoon baffled all theſe prudent ſuggeſtions, 
I ſaw him again; and he reminded me of my promiſe, 
which I endeavoured to evade with affected pleaſantry; 
upon which he manifeſted the utmoſt diſpleaſure and 
chagrin, 'ſhedding fome crocodile tears, and upbraidin 
me with levity and indifference. He obſerved, that he 
had folicited my favour for ten Jong months, without 
intermiſſion, and 1magined I had held out ſo long on 
virtuous motives only; but now he could plainly per- 
ceive that his want of ſucceſs had been owing to my 
want of affection; aud that all my profeſſions were in- 
ſincere; in a word, he perſuaded me, that his remon- 
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ſtrances were juſt and reaſonable. I could not ſee the 
affliction of a man I loved, when I knew it was in my 
power to remove it; and rather than forfeit his opinion 
of my lincerity and love, I conſented to his wiſh. My 
heart now flutters at the remembrance of the dear, tho? 
fatal indiſeretion; yet I reflect without remorſe, and 
even remember it with pleaſure. 

« If I could not avoid the cenſure of the world, I was 
re ſolved to bear it without repining ; and ſure the guilt 
(if there was any in my conduct) was but venial ; for 
| conſidered myſelf as a perſon abſolved of all matri- 
monial ties, by the infignificance of Lord „who, 
tho' a nominal huſband, was, in fact, a mere non-en- 
tity. I therefore contracted a new engagement with 
my lover, to which I reſolved to adhere with the moſt 
ſcrupulous fidelity, without the leaſt intention of in- 
juring my lord or his relations ; for had our mutual 
paſſion produced any viſible effects, I would immediately 
nave renounced and abandoned my huſband for ever, 
that the fruit of my. love for Mr. 8 might not 
have inherited to the detriment of the right heir. 
This was my determination, which 1 thought juſt, if 
not prudent ; and for winch 1 have incurred the impu— 
tation of folly in the opinion of this wife and honeſt 
generation, by whofe example and advice I have, fince 
that time, been a little retormed in point of prudentials, 
thy? 1 ſtill retain a ſtrong tendency to return to my 
primitive way of thinking. 

When I quitted Mr. > , after the ſacrifice I had 
made, and returned to my own bed, it may perhaps be 
ſuppoſed that 1 flept but little. True: 1 was kept a- 
wake by the joyful impa-ience of reviüting my lover, 
Iudec I neglected no opportunity of flying to his arms: 
when lord was in the country we enjoyed each 
other's company without interruption, but when he 
relided in town our correſpondence was limited to ſtolen 
interviews, which were unſpeakably dclicious, as ge- 
nuine love pretided at the entertainment. 

Such was my happineſs, in the courſe of this tender 
communication, that to this day l remember 1t -with 
lraſure, tho? it has colt me dear in the ſequel, and 
was at that tune enjoyed at a conſiderable expence; tor 
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J devoted myſelf ſo entirely to my lover, who was de- 
firous of engroſſing my time and thoughts, that my ac- 
quaintance, which was very numerous, juitly accuſed : 
me of neglect, and of confequence cooled in their friend- 
ſhips; but I was all for love, or the world well lf and 
were the ſame opportunity to offer, I would act the 
ſame conduct over again. 

Some there are who poſſibly may wonder how I 
could love twice with ſuch violence of affection : but all 
ſuch obſervers muſt be unacquainted with the human 
heart. Mine was naturally adapted for the tender paſ- 
ſions, and had been ſo fortunate, fo cheriſhed in its 
firlt impreſſions, that it felt with joy the ſame ſenſa- 
tions revive, when influenced by the fame engaging qua- 

© lification, Certain it is I loved the ſecond time as well 
as the firſt, and better was impoſſible. I gave up my all 
for both: fortune and my father's favour for the one; 
reputation, friends, and fortune for the other. Yet, 
notwithſtanding this intimate connection, - I did not re- 
lIinquiſh the world all at once; on the contrary 1 till - 
appeared at court, and attracted the notice and appro- 
bation of my royal patroneſs; | danced with the P— - 
of W-; a circumſtance which ſo nearly affected Mr. 
S—, who was preſent, that, in order to manifeſt his 
refentment, he chote the uglieſt woman in the ball for 
his partner; and 1 no ſooner perceived his uncalineſs 
than I gave over, with a view of appeabng his diſplea- 
ſure. | 

Without repeating particular circumitances, let it 
ſuffice to ſay our mutual paſſion was a perfect copy of 
that which had ſubſiſted between me and my dear lord 
W m. It was jealous, melting and delicate, and 
chequered with. little accidents, which ſerve to animate 
and maintain the flame, in its firſt ardency of rapture. 
When my lover was lick, 1 attended and nurſed him 
with indefatigable tenderneſs and.care ; and. during an - 
indiſpoſition which J caught in the performance ot this 
agrecable office, he diſcharged the obligation with all 
the warmth of ſympathy and love. 

* It was, however, judged neceſſary by the phyſicians, 
that 1 ſhould uſe the Bath waters for the recovery of 


r 


* 


R 3 | My 


| 
a 
+ 
1 
| 


198 Tue ADVENTURES oy 


+ 5 mAh = Www Xt 


my health ; I ſet out for that place, glad of a pretence 
to be abſent from Lord —, with whom I lived on 
very happy teruss. He had, about nine months after 
our marriage, delired that we might ſleep in ſeparate 
beds, and gave a very whimfica] reaſon for this propo- 
ſal. He ſaid, the immenhity of his love. deprived him 
of the power of gratification, and that ſome commerce 
with an object, to which his heart was not attached, 
might, by diminiſhing the tranſports of his ſpirits, re- 
compoſe his nerves, and enable him to enjoy the fruits 
of his good fortune. 

« You may be ſure I made no objections to this plan, 
which was immediately put in execution. He made his 
addreſſes to a nymph of Drury-lane, whoſe name (as 


he told me) was Mrs. Rock. She made ſhift to extract 


ſome money from her patient; but his intirmity Was 


bevond the power of her art; though ſhe made ſome 
miſchief tween us; and I SS my ſuſpicion 
to Duke H —, who intended to have expoltulated 
with her upon the ſubject; but ſhe got intimation of 
his deſign, nad ſaved him the trouble, by a precipitate 
retreat. | 
After ry return from the Bath, where Mr. S— and I 
had lived happily, until we were interrupted by the ar- 
rival of my buſband, his lordſhip expreſſed an inclina- 
tion to be my bed-feltow again. In this particular I 
deſired to be excuſed, I would not be the firſt to pro- 
poſe the ſeparation, which, though uſual in other coun- 
tries, is contrary to the cuſtom of England, being un- 
willing to furniſh the lealt handle for cenſure, as my 
character was {till unblemiſhed; yet, when the propo- 
ſal came from him, I thought myſelf entitled to refuſe 
a re- union, to which I accordingly objected. 

« 'This oppoſition produced a queriel, which roſe to a 
ſtate of perpetual. animoſity ; ſo that we began to talk 
of parting. My lord relithed the expedient, agreeing 
to add three hundred pounds a year to my pin money, 
which, by the bye, was never paid; and | re nounced 
all ftate and grandeur, to hve in a mall houſe that J 
hired at Caſchorton, where I paſſed my time for two 
months, in the moſt agreeable retirement, with my 


dear lover. At length I was diſturbed by the intrufion 
« of 
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of my lord, who moleſted me with viſits and ſolicita- 
tions to return, pretending that he had changed his 


mind, and inſiſting upon my compliance with his deſire. 
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« I exhauſted my invention in endeavours to evade his 
requeſt ; but he perſecuted me without ceaſing : ſo that 
L was fain to capitulate, on condition that he ſhould 
immediately ſet out for France; and that he ſhould not 
reſume to approach my bed till our arrival at Calais. 
We accordingly departed for that kingdom; and, far 
from infrinping the leaſt article of our treaty, his lord- 
ſhip did not inſiſt upon his privilege, before we reached 
the capital of France. 
Mean while, I began to feel the effect of my paſſion 
in a very intereſting manner, and communicated my diſ- 
covery to the dear author of it, who would not leave 
me in ſuch an alfeQing ſituation, but took the ſirſt op- 


portunity of following us to France. 


* [n our road to Paris we {topped to viſit Chantilly, a 
magnificent Chateau belonging to the prince of Conde, 
and there met by accident with ſome Engliſh noblemen, 
to whom J was known. The prince and his fiſters in- 
vited me very politely into the gallery where they ſat. 
They..complimented me on my perſon, and ſeemed to 
admire my dreſs, which was altogether new to them, 
being a blue Englith riding habit trimmed with gold, 
and a hat with a feather. They were particularly well 
pleaſed with my hair, which hung down to my waiſt, 
and preſſed me to [tay a fortnight at their houſe; an 
invitation which | was very much mortified at being 
obliged to refuſe, becauſe my lord did not underſtand 


the French language. I was inchanted with the place 


and the company, the women being amiable and the 
men polite ; nor were they ſtrangers to my name and 
tory ; for Mr. 8 culling at the ſame place a few 
days after, they rallied him on my account, 

When we arrived at Paris, the firſt thing I did was 
to metamorphoſe myſelf into a French woman, I cut 
olf my hair, hid a very good complexion of my own 
with rouge, reconciled myſelf to powder, which I had 
never uſed before, put on a robe with a large hoop, 


and went to the Thailleries full of ſpirits and joy; for 
at that time every thing conſpired to make me happy: 


I had 
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ence, and found myſelf ſurrounded with diverſions, 
which were gay, new and agreeable. My appearance 
drew upon me the. eyes of the whole company, who 
conſidered me as 'a ſtranger, but not a foreigner, ſo 
completely was I equipped in the faſhion of the French; 
and when they underſtood who I was,. they applauded 
my perſon with the molt laviſh encomiums, according 
to their known politeneſs. 

After having made a circuit round all the public 
places of entertainment in Paris, I was introduced into - 
company, by an Engiith family reſiding in that city; 


and, among others, became acquainted with a French 


lady, whoſe charms were remarkably attractive. The 


duke of K— was her admirer; but the Jived in reputa- 


tion with her mother and an agreeable tifter, whoſe lo- 
ver was the prince of C, (for almoſt every lady in 
France has her amantJ. 

With this charming woman, whoſe name was madam 
de. la ''——, I often made parties of pleaſure. The 
duke, Mr. 8——, the and I, uſed to meet in the Bois 
de Boulogne, which is a pleaſant wood at a ſmall di- 
{tance from Paris, whither the company repairs, in the 
ſummer ſeaſon, for the benefit of the air; and after 
having amuſed ourſelves among the groves, embark- 
ed iu his grace's equipage, which was extremely ele- 
gant, being a calaſh drawn by ſix fine long-tailed greys, | 
adorned with ribbons in the French taſte; and thus we 
were conducted to a little enchanted, or at leaſt en- 
chanting palace, poſſeſſed by the duke, at one end of 
the town. The.lower apartment, appropriated to me, 
was furniſhed with yellow and ſilver, the bed ſurround- 
ed with Jooking-plalies, and the door opened into the 
garden, laid out in a cradle walk, and intervening par- 
terres of roſſes and other flowers. A bore ſtairs my fe- 
male companion. lodged in a chamber furnifhed with 


chintz. We ſupped all together in the ſaloon, which, 


though ſmall, was perfectly elegant The company was 
always good-humoured, the converſation: ſprightly and 


joyous, and the ſcene, though often repeated, {l:i1 de- 


lightful and entertaining. 
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© At other times, Mr. S—— and I uſed to paſs our 
evenings at the palace of the prince of C——, which 
his highneſs lent us for our accommodation. The apart- 
ments opened into the gardens of the Luxembourg, 
and were, in point of magnificence, ſuitable to the 
owner. Thither I uſed to repair in a flaming equipage, 
on pretence of viliting, and ſpent the belt part of the 
night with him, who was dearer to me than all the 
Yinces in the world. 

While I was happily engaged in theſe raviſhing par- 
ties, my little lord was 5. or in efforts to recover 
his health by reſtoratives, and I know not hat; for 
he thll lamented the enfeebling effects of his paſſion, 
and complained, that he loved me more like an angel 
than a woman, though he {trove to govern his affection 
according to the doctrines of the chriſtian religion, as 
he regulated his hfe by the maxims of Charles XII. of 
Sweden. The meaning of this declaration I could ne- 
ver learn; and indeed, I have been often tempted to 
believe he had no meaning at all. 

* Be that as it will, I found my lize viſibly increaſing, 
and my fituation extremely uncaſy, on account of the 
perpetual wrangling which prevailed betwixt us, in con- 


ſequence of his deſiring to fleep with me again, aſter 


we had parted beds for the ſecond time; and, that I 
might be no longer expoſed to ſuch diſagreeable perſe- 
cution, I reſolved to leave him, though at the hazard 
of my life. | 

Thus determined, I went to the Britiſh ambaſſador 
in a hackney coach; and, in order to diſguiſe my youth, 
which might have prepoſſeſſed him againſt my judg- 
ment, muffled myſclf up in a black hood, which (as he 
laid) inſtead of lending an air of gravity to my coun- 
tenance, added a wildneſs to my looks, which was far 
from being diſagreeable, He had been a gallant man 
in his youth, and even then, though well ſtricken in 
years, was not inſ{culible to the power of beauty. This 
diſpoſition, perhaps, rendered him more favourable to 
my cauſe, though he at firſt adviſed me to return to my 
huſband ; but finding me obltinate, he undertook to 
lerve me in my own way, and procure a protection 
from the French king, by virtue of which I could. live 
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at Paris unmoleſted by my lord. Nevertheleſs, he ad- 
viſed me (if I was determined to leave him) to make. 
the beſt of my way to England, and ſue for a divorce, 
I reliſhed his opinion, and concealed myſelf about 
three days in Paris, during which I borrowed ſome li- 
nen; for, as it was impoſſible to convey any thing out 
of my own houſe without ſuſpicion, I had neither 
clothes for my accommodation, nor a ſervant to wait 
on me. 

In this ſolitary condition I took the road to Flanders, 
aſter I had put my lord upon a wrong ſcent, by writing 
a Jetter to him, dated at Calais, and travelled through 
an unknown country without any other attendant than 
the poſtilion, being ſubjected to this inconvenience by 
the laws of France, which are ſo ſevere in ſome parti- 
culars, that, if any perſon had been apprehended with 
me, he would have ſuffered death for going off with a 
man's wife; though any man might go to Bed with the 
ſame woman, without fear of incurring any legal pu- 
niſhment. | 

I proceeded night and day without intermiſſion, that 
I might the ſooner reach Flanders, where | knew I 
ſhould be fafe : and, as the nights were exceſſively cold, 
I was fain to wrap myſelf up in flannel, which I bought 
for the purpoſe, as I had no clothes to keep me warm, 
and travelled in an open chaiſe. While we paſſed 


through dreary woods, quite remote from the habita- 


tions of men, I was not without apprehenſion of being 
{tripped and murdered by the poſtilion, and in all pro- 
bability owed my ſafety to the indigence of my appear- 


ance, which might alſo protect me in two miſerable 


places, where 1 was obliged to lie before I got out of 
the territories of France ; for, as I could not reach the 
great towns where J intended to lodge, I was under the 


neceſſity of putting up at little wretched hovels, where 


no proviſion was to be had but four brown bread and 
ſourer cheeſe, and every thing ſeemed to denote the dens 
of deſpair and aſſaſſination. 

© | made ſhift, however, to ſubſiſt on this fare, uncom- 
fortable as it was; confided] in the meanrefs of my equi— 
page for the ſecurity of my perſon ; and, at length ar- 
riving at Bruſſels, fixed my quarters in the Hutel de 
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Flandre, (ſo well known to the Engliſh ſince), where 1 
thought myſelf extremely happy in the accompliſhment 
of my flight. | 

I had not been full two day in this place, when I was 
bleſſed with the ſight of wy lover, who foilowed me ou 
the wings of Jove, in purſuance of the plan we had pro- 
jected before my departure from Paris. Here we con- 
certed meaſures for proceeding to England. I hired a 
tall fine Liegeoiſe for a maid, and, ſetting out for 
Oſtend, we embarked in a veſſel in which Mr. 8 
had beſpoke our paſſage. Our voyage was ſhort and 
proſperous, and the time molt agreeably ſpent in the 
company ef my dear partner, who was a moſt engaging 
man in all reſpects, as I dare ſay my Lady O 
has fince found him. 

I aſſumed a fictitious name, took private lodgings in 
Poland-ftreet, retained lawyers, and commenced a ſuit 
for ſeparation againſt my lord. I communicated the gea- 
ſons of my elopement to my father, who was ſhucked 
and ſurprized at my conduct, which he condemned with 
expreſſions of ſorrow and reſentment. But the ſtep was 
taken; nor did I repent of what I had done, except on 
his account. 8 

In the morning after my arrival at London I waited 
upon the lord chief. juſtice, to whom I complained of the 
uſage I had received from my lord, whe temper was 
teazing, tireſome, and intolerably capricious. Indeed, 
his behaviour was a ſtrange compound of madneſs and 
folly, ſeaſoned with a ſmall proportion of ſenſe: no 
wonder then that I, who am hot and haſty, ſhould be 
wretched under the perſecution of ſuch a perverſe hu- 
mouriſt, who uſed to terrify me, and ſcold at me the 
whole night without intermiſſion, and ſhake my pillow 
from time to time, that I might not ſleep, while he tor- 
mented me with his diſagreeable expoſtulations. I have 
been often frightened almoſt out of my ſenſes at ſeeing 


him convulſed with the moſt unreaſonable paſſion, ard 


chagrined to the higheſt degree of diſguſt to find (ty 
repeated obſervation) his diſpoſition ſo prepoſterous, 
that his ſatisfaction and diſpleaſure never depended 
upon the cauſe he had to be ſatisfied or diſobliged; 
but, on the contrary, when he had moſt reaſon to be 
| « pleaſed, 
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pleaſed, he was always moſt diſcontented, and very 
often in good humour, when he had reaſon enough for 
vexation. 

While I lived in Poland-ſtreet, I was engaged with 
lawyers, and ſo often viſited by my father, that I could 
not dedicate my whole time, as uſual, to my lover; nor- 
was it convenient that he ſhould be ſeen in my company; 
he therefore took a ſmall houſe at Camberwell, whither 
I went as often as I had an opportunity, and maintain- 
ed the correſpondence with ſuch eagerneſs and induſtry, 
that, although I was ſix months gone with child, I have 
often, by mylelf, ſet out for his habitation, in a hack- 
ney-coach, at eleven o'clock at night, and returned by 
ſix in the morning, that J might be in my own bed 
when my father came to ſee me; for J concealed my 
amour, as well as the effects of it, from his knowledge, 
and frequently took water from the bridge, that my mo- 
tions might not be diſcovered. Nothing but the moſt 
paſſionate love could have ſupported my ſpirits under 
ſuch vieiſſitudes of fatigue, or enabled my admirer to 
ſpend whole days by himſelf in ſuch a ſolitary retire- 
ment. 

* By this time my lord was arrived in England, and 
employed in diſcovering the place of my retreat; fo that 
I lived in continual alarm, and provided myſelf with a 
ſpeaking trumpet, which ſtood by my bed-fide, to be 
uſed in calling for aſſiſtance, in caſe my purſuer ſhould 
make an attack upon my lodgings. | 

This fituation being extremely uncomfortable, I had 
no ſooner began my proceſs againit him, than I put 
myſelf entirely under the protection of Mr. S , who 
conducted me to the houſe of a friend of his who lived 
in the country, where I was ſecure from the attempts of 
my huſband. 

The world had now given me up, and I had renoun- 
ced the world with the moſt og reſignation. I 
% in my own breaſt what I thould loſe in point 


of character with what I ſuffered in my peace at home, 
and found, that my reputation was not to be preſerved, 
except at the expence of my quiet; (for his Jordſhip was 
not diſpoſed to make me eaſy, had I been ever ſo diſ- 
crect). I therefore determined to give up a few cere- 
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monial viſits, and empty profeſſions, for the more ſub- 
ſtantial enjoyments of life. 

We paſled our time very agreeably, in various amuſe- 
ments, with this friend of Mr. S——, until the term of 
my reckoning was almoſt expired, then returned to 
London, and took lodgings in Southampton-ltreet, 
where I began to make preparations for the approach- 
ing occaſion, Here I propoſed to live with the utmoſt 
circumſpe&ion. I diſguiſed my name, ſaw nobody but 
my lawyer and lover, and never approached the window, 
leſt 1 ſhould be diſcovered by accident. 
Notwithſtanding theſe precautions, my French maid, 
whom I had ſent for ſome of my clothes, was dogged 
in her return, and next morning my lord took my lodg- 
ings by ſtorm. Had he given the aſſault in his own 
perſon only, I make no doubt but he would have ſuffer- 
ed a repulſe from the oppolition of the Liegeoiſe, who 
made all the refiſtance in her power, but was obliged to 
give way to ſuperior number, 

IJ was at that time a-bed, and, hearing an unuſual 
noiſe below, rung my bell, in order to know the cauſe 
of ſuch diſturbance. 1 drew my curtain at the ſame 
time, and who ſhould I ſee entering in my chamber but 
his lordſhip, attended by a conſtable, and the footman 
who had diſcovered my retreat. 

Such an unexpected -vifit could not fail to affect me 
with ſurprize and conſternation: however, I ſummoned 
all my fortitude to my aid, and, perceiving the fellows 
were about to open my window-ſhutters, deſired their 
principal to order them down ſtairs. He readily com- 
phed with my requeſt, and, fitting down by my bed - ſide, 
told me with an air of triumph, that he had found me 
at laſt; and I frankly owned, that I was heartily ſorry 
for his ſucceſs. Inſtead of upbraiding me with my eſcape, 
he proceeded to entertain me with all the news in town, 
and gave me a minute detail of every thing which bad 
happened to him ſince our parting, among other articles 
of intelligence giving me to underſtand, that he had 
„who refuſed to fight him, and 
was in diſgrace with the prince of W on that ac- 
count, 1 
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« But here his lordſhip did not ſtrictly adhere to the 


naked truth: he had indeed, before our departure from 
the country, gone to my lover, and inſiſted upon having 
ſatisfaction in Hyde-park two days from the date of his 
demand, and at three o'clock in the afternoon; 8 a 
believing him in earneſt, accepted the invitation, though 
he obſerved, that theſe affairs could not be diſcufled too 
ſoon, and wiſhed the time of meeting might be at an 
earlier hour. But his Jord{hip did not chuſe to alter the 
circumilances of his firit propoſal, and, when he went 
away, {aid he ſhould expect him at the appointed time 
and place if it did not rain. 

« His antagoniſt gave me an account of the converſa- 
tion, when I aſſured him the whole buſineſs would end 
in ſmoke. Accordingly my lord ſent him a letter on 
Monday, deſiring that the affignation-might be deferred 
til! Thurſday, that he might have time to ſettle his af. 
fairs, aud pay 8 a hundred pounds, which he had 
formerly borrowed of him. When Thurſday came, he 
was favoured with another epiſtle, importing, that the 
challenger had changed his mind, and would ſeek ſatis- 
faction at law. Thus ended that heroic exploit, which 
his lordſhip now boaſted of with ſuch arrogant miſre- 
preſentation, 

« Whilit he regaled me with theſe intereſting particu- 
lars, I was contriving a {cheme to fruſtrate the diſco- 
very he had made: ſo that I did not contradict his af- 
ſertions, but told him, that, if he would go down ſtairs, 
I would riſe and come to breakfaſt. He conſented to 
this propoſal with great cheerfulneſs, and I own I was 
not a little ſurprized to find him, ar this firſt interview, 
in as good a humour as if nothing had happened to in- 
terrupt the felicity of our matrimonial union. 

„lt colt me ſome invention to conceal my condition 
from his notice, being now witkin a week of the expect- 
ed criſis: but I knew I had to do with a man of no 
great penetration, and ſucceeded in my attempt accord- 
ingly. We breakfaſted with great harmony, and [ in- 
vited him to dinner, after having prevailed upon him to 
ſend away his myrmidons, whom, nevertheleſs, he or- 


dered to return at eleven o'clock at night We conver- 
fed topether with great gaiety and mirth. When I rallied 


© him 
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him for viiting me in ſuch a dithabille, he ſtood a-tiptoc 
to view himſelr in the glaſs, and, owning I was in the 
right, ſaid, he would go and drei himſelf before dinner. 
He accordingly went away, charging my maid to 

ive Lim entrance at his return; and he was no ſooner 
gone than L wrote to Mr. 8 giving him an ac- 
count of what had happened. Then, without having 
determined upon any certain plan, | huddled on my 
clothes, muffled myſelf up, and, calling a chair, went to 
the next tavern, where I ſtaid no longer than was ſufli- 
cient to change my vehicle, and to the altoniſhment of 
the drawers, who could not conceive. the meaning of my 
perturbation, proceeded to a ſhop in the neighbourhood, 
where I diſmiſſed my ſecond chair, and procured a 


hackney coach, in which | repaired to the lodgings of 


my lawyer, whom I could trult. Having made him ac- 
quainted with the circumſtances of my diſtreſs, and con- 
ſulted him about a proper place of retreat, after ſome 
recollection he directed me to a little houſz in a court, 
to which, by the affitance of my lover, my woman and 
clothes were ſafely conveyed that fame evening. 

My lord, however, came to dinner according to invi- 
tation, and did not ſeem at all alarmed when my maid” 


told him I was gone, but ſtepped to my lawyer, to 
know if he thought I ſhould return. Upon his anſwer- 


ing in the alſicmative, and advifing his lordſhip to go 
back in the mean time, and cat the dinner I had pro- 
vided, he very deliberately took his advice, made a very 
hearty meal, drank his bottle of wine, and, as I did not 
return according to his expectation, withdrew, in order 

to conſult his aſſociates. 

* This motion of his furniſhed my women with an op- 


portunity of making her retreat, and, when hz returned 


at night, the coaſt was cle ear, and he found nobody in 
the houſe but a porter, who aad been left to take care 
of the furniture. He was fo enraged at this difappoint= 


ment, that he made a furious noiſe which raifed the 
whole neighbourhood, reinforced his crew-with the au- 
thority of a juſtice of the peace, tarried in the ftreet till 
three. o'clock in the morning, diſcharged a lodging he 


had hired at a barber's thop oppotite = the houſe from 


which I had eſcaped, and retired with the comfortable 
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| reflection of having done every thing which man could 
1 * do to retrieve me. 
| * The hurry of ſpirits and ſurprize I had undergone, in 
ellecting this retreat, produced ſuch a diſorder in my 
| © conttitution, that I began to fear l ſhould be delivered 
1 * before I could be provided with neceſſaries for the occa- 
* ſion. I fipnited my apprehenſion to Mr. 8 „ Who, 
with infinite care and concern, endeavoured to find a 
more convenient place, and, after all his inquiries, was 
# obliged to tix upon a paultry apartment in the city, 
* though his tenderneſs was extremely ſhocked at the ne- 
ceſũty of chuling it. However, there was no remedy, nor 
time to be loſt; to this miterable habitation I was carried 
* i a hackney coach, and, though extremely ill, bore my 
fate with ſpirit and reſignation, in teſtimony of my ſin- 
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cere and indelible attachment to my lover, for whoſe eaſe 

and pleaſure I could have ſuffered every inconvenience, 

and even ſacrificed my life. | 

« Immediately after I had taken poſſeſſion of my 

wretched apartment, I was conſtrained by my indiſpo- 

fition to go to bed, and ſend for neceſlary help; and in 

a few hours a living pledge of my love and indiſeretion 

ſaw the light, though the terrors and fatigue I had un- 

dergone had affected this little innocent ſo ſeverely, that 
it ſcarce diſcovered any viſible ſigns of life. 

My grief at this misfortune was inexpreſſible: I forth- 
* with diſpatched a meſſage to the dear, the anxious fa- ; 
ther, who flew to my arms, and ſhared my ſorrow with 
© all the gentleneſs of love and parental fondneſs ; yet our 

v8 « _ * fears were (for that time) happily diſappointed by the 
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recovery of our infant daughter, who was committed to 
the charge of a nurſe in the neighbourhood; ſo that I 
could every day be ſatisfied in my inquiries about her 
health. Thus I continued a whole fortnight in a ſtate 
of happineſs and tranquillity, being bleſſed with the 
converſation and tender offices of my admirer, whoſe Wl 
love and attention I wholly engroſſed. In a word, he 
ave up all buſineſs and amuſement, and concentered all 
bis care and aſſiduity in miniſtering to my eaſe and fa- 
5 tisfaction: and ſure | had no cauſe to regret what I had 
17 « ſufiered on his account. | 
7 But this my agreeable ſituation was one day diſturb- 
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ed by a moſt alarming accident, by which my life was 
drawn into imminent danger. The room under my bed- 
chamber took fire; I immediately ſmelled it, and faw 
the people about me in the utmoſt perplexity and con- 
ſternation, though they would not own the true cauſe of 
their confufion, f. 


ventured to tell me my ſuſpicion was but too juſt: upon 
which I gave ſuch directions as I thought would ſecure 


me from catching cold, in caſe there thould be a neceflity - 


for removing me; but, the hre being happily extin- 


uiſhed, L1 efcaped that ceremony, which might bare 


colt me my life. Indeed it was ſurprizing, that the agi- 
tation of ray ſpirits did not produce ſome fatal effect up- 


on my conſtitution ; and 1 looked upon my deliverance * 


as the protection of a particular providence. 
* Though I eſcaped the hazard of a ſudden removal, T 
ſound it was high time to change my lodgings, becauſe 


the neighbours, ruſhing into the houſe upon the alarm 
of fire, had diſcovered my fituation, though they were 


ignorant of my name; and 1 did not think myſelf ſafe 
in being the ſubject of their conjectures. Mr. 8 
therefore procured another apartment with better ac- 


commodation, to which I was carried as ſoon as my? 
health would admit of my removal; and ſoon after my 


lord wrote to me by the hands of my lawyer, ' earneſtly 
entreating me to drop my proſecution, and come home. 
But 1 would not comply with his requeit, and nothing 
was farther from my intention than the deiire of recet- 
ving any favours at his hands. 


Thus repulſed, he ſet on foot a molt accurate ſearch - 


for my perſon, in the courſe of which he is ſaid to have 
detected ſeveral ladies and young ', rs, who had reaſons 
for keeping themſelves concealed ; and had like to have 
been very ſeverely handled tor bis impertineat curioſity. 
Being unſucceſsful in all his attempts, he entered into 4 
treaty with one Sir R— I, a perſon of a very indif- 


ferent character, who undertook to furniſh him with an 
infallible expedient to diſcover the place of my abode, - 
if he would gratify him with a bond for a thouſand 


pounds; which being executed accordingly, this worthy 


knight advertiſed me and my maid in the public papers; 
8.3 6 offering. 


eſt my health ſhould ſuffer in the fright. 
Nevertheleſs, | was ſo calm in my inquiries, that they” 
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* offering 1co pounds as a reward to any perſon who 


thould diſcloſe the place of our retirement. 
As ſoon as the paper fell into my hands, I was again 


involved in perplexity, and, being afraid of ſtaying in 


town, reſolved, with the concurrence of my lover, to 
accept of au invitation 1 had received from the duke of 
K—, who had by this time arrived in England with 
that lady, whom I have already mentioned as one of 
our parties at Paris. Having viſited my little infant, I 
next Gay ſet out for the duke's country-ſeat, which is a 
moit elegant chateau, and ſtands in a charming ſituation; 
Mr. S—— followed iu a few days; we met with a very 
cordial reception; his grace was eivil and good-natured, 
lived nobly, and Joved pleaſure; Madam la T—. was 
formed to pleaſe: there was always a great deal of good 
company in the houſe; fo that we paſſed our time agree- 
abiy in playing at biſliards and cards, hunting, walking, 
reading, and converſation. 

© But wy terms of bappineſs were generally of ſhort 
duration. In the midſt of this felhicny 1 was overtaken 
by a molt ſevere affliction in the death of my dear hap- 
leis tniant, who had engrolſed a greater ſhare of my 
tenderneſs than perhaps LI even ſhould have paid to the 
of:spring of a Ieguimate contract, becauſe the circum- 
{tance of her birth would have been an unſurmountable 
misfortune to her through the whole courſe of her life, 
and rendered her abſolutely dependent on my love and 
protection. I 

* While 1 $i}i lamented the untimely fate of this fair 
bloſſom, Lord came down and demanded me as 
his wife; but the ſuit which I then maintained againſt 
him deprived him, for the prefeut, of a huſband's right, 
and therefore the duke would not deliver me into his 
hands. 

ju ix months he repeated his viſit and demand; and 


en arrcement was patched up, in conſequence of which 


| conſented to live in the ſame houſe with him, on con- 
dition that he ſhould vever defire to flecp with me, or 
take anv other meaſure o diſturb my peace, otherwiſe 
I ſou d be at liberty to leave him again, and entitled to 
the proviſion of a ſeparate maintenance, To theſe arti- 
cies J aſfented, by the advice of my Jawyers, with a 

view 
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view of obtaining the payment of my pin- money, 
which I bad never received fince our parting, but ſub- 
ſiſted on the fale of my jewels, which were very conſi- 
derable, and had been preſented to me with full power 
of alienation. As to my lover he had no fortune to 
ſupport me ; and for that reaſon I was ſcrupulouſly cau- 
tious of augmenting his expence. 


© We had now enjoyed each other's company for three 
years, during which our mutual paſſion had ſuffered no 


abatement, nor had my happineis been mixed with any 
conſiderable allay, except that late ſtroke of providence 


which have already mentioned, and the reflection of 


the ſorrow that my conduct had intailed upon my dear 
father, whom I loved beyond expreſſion, and whom no- 
thing could. have compelled me to diſoblige but a more. 
powerful flame, that prevailed over every other conſi- 
deration. As I was now forced to break oft this en- 
chanting correſpondence, it 1s not to be doubted that 
our parting colt us the moſt acute ſenſations of grief 
and dilappointment. However there was no remedy : 
| tore mylclt from his arms, took my leave of the fa- 
mily, after having acknowledged my obligations to the 


duke, and ſet out for the place of rendezvous, where 1 


was met by my lord, attended by a ſteward whom he 


had lately engaged, and who was one chief cauſe f. 
our future ſeparations. My lord having quitted his 


houſe in town, conducted me to his lodgings in Pall 
Mall, and infiſted upon ſleeping with me the brit night ; 
but I rctufed to gratify his deſire, on the authority of 
our agreement. 

This diſpute produced a quarrel, in conſequence of 
which I attempted to leave the houſe. He endeavour- 
ing to prevent my retreat, I fairly locked him in, ran 
down itairs, and calling a backney coach made the belt 
of iny way into the city, to my father's lodgings, 
where I lay, the family being in town, though he him- 
ſelf was in the country. 1 wrote to him immediately, 
and when he ame to London, declared my intention of 
ſeparating from my lord, in which, ſeeing me obſtinate 
and determined, he at length acquieſced, and a formal 


ſeparation accordingly enſued, which at that time 1 


thought binding and immutable. 
c 1 
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© I was now ſheltered under the wings of an indulgent 
father, who had taken me into favour again, on the 
ſuppoſition that my commerce with Mr. S— was abſo— 
lutely at an end. Nevertheleſs, though we had ſepa- 
rated in all appearance for ever, we had previouſly 
agreed to maintain our correſpondence in private inter- 
views, which ſhould eſcape the notice of the world; 
with which I was again obliged to keep ſome mea- 
ſures. | 
Our parting at the duke of K—'s houſe in the coun- 


try was attended with all the genuine marks of fincere 
and reciprocal affection, and I lived in the ſweet hope 


of ſeeing him again, in all the tranſport of his former 
paſſion, when my lawyer, who received my letters, 
brought me a billet one night, juſt as I had gone to 


bed. Seeing the ſuperſcription of S—'s handwriting, 
U opened it with all the impatience of an abſent lover, 


but how {hall I deſcribe the aſtoniſhment and conſter- 


nation with which I was ſeized, when I peruſed the 


contents! Inſtead of the moit tender vows and pro- 
teſtations, this fatal epiſtle began with, Mad im, the beſt 
thing you can dv is to return to your father; or ſome cold 
and killing expreſſion to that effect. | 
Heaven and carth ! what did I feel at this dire con- 
juncture! The light forſook my eyes, a cold ſweet be- 
dewed my limbs, and I was overwhelmed with-ſuch a 
torrent of ſorrow and ſurprize, that every body preſent 
believed I would have died under the violent agitation. 
They endeavoured to ſupport my ſpirits with repeated 
draughts of ſtrong liquor, which had no ſenſible effect 
upon my conſtitution, though for eight whole years I 
had drank nothing ſtronger than water; and I muit 
have infallibly periſhed in the firſt ecttaſy of my grief, 
had it not made its way iu a fit of tears and exclama- 
tions, in which I continued all night, to the amazement : 
of the family, wbom my condition had alarmed, and. 
raiſed from their repoſe. My father was the only per- 
ſon who gueſſed the cauſe of my affliction ; he ſaid he 
was ſure I had received fome ill uſage in a letter or 
meſſage from that raſcal S—-(ſo he termed him in the 
bitterneſs of paſſion ), 

At 
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At mention of that name my agony redoubled to 
* ſuch a degree, that all who were preſent wept at hght 
© of my deplorable condition, My poor father ſhed a- 
* flood of tears, aud conjured me to tell him the caule of | 
my diſquiet : upon which, rather than confeſs the truth, ig 
© I amuſed his concern, by pretending that my lover was "ys 
in. The whole family having ſtayed by me till I was 1 
© a little more compoſed, left me to the care of my maids 
* who put me into bed about fix in the morning; but 1 | 
enjoyed no reſt ; I revolved every circumſtance of my | 
conduct, endeavouring to find out the cauſe of this fa» i 
© tal change in S—'s diſpoſition ; and as I could recol- 1 
lect nothing which could juſtly give offence, concluded 1 
that ſome malicious perſons had abuſed his ears with 
* ſtories to my prejudice. 
With this conjecture I got up, and ſent my lawyer | 
© to him with a letter, wherein I infiited upon ſeein 
© him, that I might have an opportunity of juſtifying 
* myſelf in perſon; a taſk which would be eaſily per- 
formed, as 1 had never offended, but in loving too well. { 
© I waited with the moſt anxious impatience A the re- | 
turn of my meſſenger, who brought me an anſwer 
« couched in the coldeſt terms of civility which indiffer- | 
« ence could dictate; acknowledging, however, that he | 
had nothing to lay to my charge, but that it was for | 
* the good of us both we mould part. —He ought to | 
© have reflected on that before, not after J had ſacrificed 
« my all for bis love! I was well nigh diſtracted by this 
confirmation of his inconſtancy; and I wonder to this 
« day how I retained the uſe of reaſon, under ſuch cir- 
© cumftances of horror and defpair ! My grief laid aſide | 
all decorum and reſtraint; I told my father that S— 
« was dying, and that I would viſit bim with all expe- | 
dition. | 

* Startled at the propoſal, this careful parent demon- 
«© ſtrated the fatal conſequence of ſuch an unguarded Rep, 
© reminded me of the difficulty with which he had pre- 
© vailed upon my mother and uncle to forgive my former 
© imprudence, obſerved that his intention was to carry | 
me into the country next day, in order to effect a per- | 
* fe& reconciliation : but now I was on the brink of | 
* forfeiting all pretenſious to their regard, by committing- 

| another 
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another fatal error, which could not poſſibly be retriev- 
ed; and that for his part, whatever pangs it might colt 
him, he was reſolved to baniſh me from his fight for ever, 
* While he uttered this declaration the tears trickled 
down his cheeks, and he ſeemed overwhelmed with the 
keeneſt ſorrow and mortitication z ſo it may be eaſily 
conceived what were the impreſſions of my grief, rein- 
forced with the affliction of a father whom J dearly 
loved, and the conſciouſneſs of being the cauſe of all his 
diſquiet! I was ſtruck dumb with remorſe and woe; 
and when I recovered the uſe of ſpeech, I told him how 
ſenſible I was of his great goodneſs and humanity, and 
owned how little I deſerved his favour and affection ; 
that the ſenſe of my own unworthineſs was one cauſe 
of my preſent diſtraction; for ſuch was the condition 
of my fate, that I mult either ſee S— or die. I ſaid, 
though I could not expect his forgiveneſs, I was ſurely 
worthy of his compaſſion ; that nothing but the molt 
irreſiſtible paſſion could have miſled me at firſt from m 


duty, or tempted me to incur the leaſt degree of his 


diſpleaſure ; that the ſame fatal influence ſtill prevailed, 
and would, in all probability, continue to the grave, 
which was the only abode in which I hoped for peace. 
While I expreſſed myſelf in this manner, my dear 
good father wept with the molt tender ſympathy ;-and, 
laying I might do as I pleaſed, for he had done with 
me, quitted the room, leaving me to the cruel fenſa- 
tions of my own heart, which almoſt burited with an- 
guiſh, upbraiding me with a fault which J could not 
help committing. 

© ] immediately hired a chariot and fix, and would 
have ſet out by myſelf, had not my father's affection, 
which all my errors could not efface, provided an at- 
tendant. He ſaw me quite delirious and deſperate ; 
and therefore engaged a relation of my own to accom- 
pany and take care of me in this raſh expedition. 


During this journey, which laſted two days, I felt no 
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remiſſion of grief and anxiety, but underwent the moſt 
intolerable — and ſuſpence; at laſt we arrived at 
a little houſe called the Hut, on Saliſbury plain, where, 
in the molt frantic agitation, I wrote a letter to 8 


deſcribing the miſerable condition to which I was 
| reduced 
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reduced by his unkindueſs, and defiring to ſce him, 
© with the mokt earneit ſolicitations, 
This billet I committed to the care of my attendanty 


and laid ftrong; injunctions upon him to tell Mr. 8 5 
my inſuries were ſo great, and my deſpair ſo violent, 
that if he did not favour me with a vitit, I would go-to 
him, though at his filter's houſe, where he then was. 
He received my meſſage with great coldneſs, and 
told my friend, that if 1 would return to London with— 
out inſiſting upon the interview 1 demanded, he would 
in a little time follow me to town, and every thing 
ſhould be amicably adjuſted; but when the meſſen— 
ger aſſured him, that I was too much tranſported with 
grief, to hear of ſuch a propoſal, he conſented to meet 
me in the middle of Saliſbury plain, that we might 
avoid all obſervation: and though I was little able to 
walk, I ſet out on foot for the place of aſſignation, my 
companion following at a {mall diſtance. 

When I ſaw him Icading his horſe down the hill, I 
collected all my fortitude, and advanced to him with all 
the ſpeed I could exert 3 but when I made an effort to 
ſpeak, my tongue denied its office; and ſo lively was 
the expreſſion of unutterable forrow in my countenance, 
that his heart (hard as it was) melted at ſight of my 
ſufferings, which he well knew proceeded from the ſin- 
cerity of my love. At length I recovered the uſe of 
my ſpeech, enough to tell him, that I was come to take 
my leave; and when I would have proceeded, my voice 
failed me again: but, after a couliderable pauſe, I 
found means, with great difficulty, to let him know 
how ſenſible I was of my own incapacity to retrieve his 
loſt affections; but that I was willing (if poſſible) to 
retain his eſteem, of which, could I be aſſured, I would 
endeavour to compoſe myſelf; that I was determined 
to leave the kingdom, becauſe I could not bear the 
light of thoſe places where we had been ſo happy in 
our mutual love; and that, till my departure, I hoped 
he would vilit me ſometimes, that I might by degrees, 
wean myſelf from his company; for I ſhould not be 


able to ſurvive the ſhock of being deprived of him all at 


once. | 
© This 
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© This addreſs may ſeem very humble to an uncon< 


cerned obſerver ; but love will tame the proudelt diſpo- 


ſition, as plainly appeared in my caſe; for I had na- 
turally as much ſpirit, or more, than the generality of 
people have. Mr. 8 was ſo much confounded at 
the manner of my behaviour, that he ſcarce knew what 
anſwer to make; for (as he afterwards owned) he ex- 
pected to hear himſelf upbraided ; but he was not proof 
againſt my tenderneſs. After ſome heſitation, he faid 
he never meant to forſake me entirely, that his affection 
was flil] unimpaired, and that he would follow me di- 
realy to London. I impoſed upon myſelf, and beliey- 
ed what he ſaid, becauſe I could not bear to think of 
parting with him for ever, and returned to town in a 
more tranquil ſtate of mind than that in which I had 
left my father, though my heart was far from being at 
eaſe ; my fears being ingenious enough to foreſee, that 
I ſhould never be able to overcome his indifference. 

« I took lodgings in Mount-itreet, and my maid ha- 
ving diſpoſed of herſelf in marriage, hired another, who 
ſupplied her place very much to my ſatisfaction; ſhe 
was a good pirl, had a particular attachment to me, 
and for many years, during which ſhe lived in my ſer- 
vice, was indefatigably aſfiduous in contributing to my 
eaſe, or rather, in alleviating my affliction: for, though 
8 came up to town according to promiſe, and re- 
newed a fort of correſpondence with me for the ſpace 
of five months, his complaiſance would extend no far- 
ther; and he gave me to underſtand, that he had de- 
termined to go abroad with Mr. V , whom he 
accordingly accompanied in his envoying to D n. 

I underſtood the real cauſe of this expedition, which, 
totwithflanding his oaths and proteſtations of unaba- 
ted love and regard, I conſtrued into a palpable mark of 
diſlike and diſreſpect ;.nor could the repeated affurances 
I received from him in letters, mitigate the anguiſh and 
mortification that preyed upon my heart. I therefore 
gave up all hopes of recovering the happineſs I had loſt: 
I told him, on the eve of his departure, that he might 
exerciſe his gallantry a great while before he would 
meet with my fellow, in point of ſincerity and love; for 
I would rather have been a ſervant in his houſe, with 
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the privilege of ſeeing him, than the queen of England, 
debarred of that pleaſure. 

When he took his leave, and went down ſtairs, I 
ſhrunk at every ſtep he made, as if a new wound had 
been inflicted upon me; and when I heard the door 
ſhut behind him, my heart died within me. (I had the 
ſatisfaction to hear afterwards, he lamented the loſs of 
me progroul'ys and that he had never been ſo happy 
ſince. ) ſat down to write a letter, in which I for- 
gave his indifference, becauſe I knew the affections are 
altogether involuntary, and wiſhed him all the happi- 
neſs he deſerved. 1 then walked up and down the 
room 1n the molt reſtleſs anxiety, was put to bed by my 
maid, roſe at fix, mounted my horſe, and rode forty 
miles, in order to fatigue myſelf, that I might, next 
night, enjoy ſome repoſe. This exerciſe I daily under- 
went for months together ; and when it did not anſwer 
my purpoſe, I uſed to walk round Hidepark in the 
evening, when the place was quite ſolitary, and unviſit- 
ed by any other human creature. 

In the courſe of this melancholy perambulation, I 
was one day accoſted by a very great man, who, after 
the firſt ſalutation, aſked whether or not my intercourſe 
with 8 was at an end ; and if I had any allowance 
from my huſband ? to the firſt of theſe queſtions I re- 
plied in the affirmative; and to the laſt anſwer, that my 
lord did not ailow me a great deal; indeed I might 
have truly ſaid nothing at all; but I was too proud to 
my own indigence. He then expreſſed his wonder, how 
one like me, who had been uſed to ſplendour and af- 
fluence from. my cradle, could make thife to live in 
my preſent narrow circumſtances; and when 1 told him 


that 1 could make a very good ſhift, ſo 1 had 


peace, he ſeemed to lament my ſituat ion, and very kind- 
ly invited me to ſup with his wife, at his houſe. I ac- 
cepted the invitation, without any apprehenſion of the 
conſequence ; and when I went to the place, was in— 
troduced into an apartment, magnificently lighted up 
(I ſuppoſe) for my reception. 

After 1 had ſtayed alone for ſome time in this my- 
ſterious ſituation, without ſeeing a living foul, my in- 
vitar appeared, and ſaid, he hoped I would not take it 
amiſs, that he and I were to ſup by ourſelves, as he had 
Vor. II. T «* ſomething 
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ſomething to ſay, which could not be ſo properly com- 
municated before company or lervants. I then, for the 
firſt time, perceived his drift, to my no ſmall ſurpriſe 
and indignation; and with evident marks of diſplea- 
ſure told him, I was ſure he had nothing to propoſe 
that would be agreeable to my inclination, and that J 
would immediately leave the houſe. Upon which he 
gave me to underſtand, that I could not poſſibly retire, 

ecauſe he had ſent away my chair, and all his ſervants 
were diſpoſed to obey his orders. 

© Incenſed at this declaration, which IT confidered as an 
inſult, I anſwered with an air of reſolution, it was very 
well; I deſpiſed his contrivance, and was afraid of no- 
body. Seeing me thus alarmed, he aſſured me I had 
no reaſon to be afraid ; that he had loved me Jong, and 
could find no other opportunity of declaring his paſſion, 
He ſaid the * had told him, that lord —— had 
renewed his addreſſes to me; and as he underſtood from 
my own mouth, my correſpondence with 8 was 
abſolutely broke off, he thought himſelf as well entitled 
as another to my regard. In concluſion, he told me, 
that I might command his purſe, and that he had 
power enough to bring me into the world again with 
Eclat. To theſe advances J replied, that he was very 
much miſtaken in his opinion of my character, if he 
imagined 1 was to be won by any temptations of for- 
tune, and very frankly declared, that I would rather 
give myſelf to a footman, than ſell myſelf to a prince. 
Supper being ſerved, we ſat down together; but I 
would neither eat nor drink any thing, except a little 
bread and water ; for I was an odd whimſical girl ; and 
it came into my head, that he might perhaps have mix- 
ed ſomething in the victuals or wine, which would alter 
my way of thinking. In fhort, finding himſelf baffled 
in all his endeavours, he permitted me about twelve 
o' clock to depart in peace, aud gave vp his ſuit, as a 
deſperate cauſe. | | 

This uncomfortable life did I lead for a whole twelve- 
month, without feeling the leaſt abatement of my me- 
lancholy. Finding myſelf worn to a ſkeleton, I reſu- 
med my former reſolution of trying to profit by change 
of place, and actually went abroad with no other atten- 
| # dant but my woman, and the utmoſt indifference = 
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life. My intention was to have gone to the ſouth of 
France, where I thought I could have ſubſiſted on the 
little 1 had left, which amounted to tive hundred 
pounds, until the iſſue of my Jaw-ſuit, by which 1 ho- 
ped to obtain ſome proviſion from my lord ; and, with- 
out all doubt, my expectation would have been anſwer— 
ed, had I] put this my plan in execution; but being at 
Paris, from whence I purpolcd to ſet forward in a few 
days, I ſent to Mr. K——, who had been formerly 
intimate with my father, and ſhewn me many civilitics 
during my firlt refidence in France. 

This gentleman favoured me with a viſit, and when I 
made him acquainted with my ſcheme, diſſuaded me 
from it, as an uncomfortable determination. He advi- 
ſed me to ſtay at Paris, where, with good economy, I 
could live as cheap as in any other place, and enjoy the 
converſation and countenance of my friends, amon 
which number he declared himſelf one of the not 
faithful. He aſſured me, that I ſhould be always wel- 
come to his table, and want for nothing. He promiſed 
to recommend me as a lodger to a friend of his, with 
whom I would live in a frugal and decent manner; and 
obſerved, that as the woman was well known and eſteem- 
ed by all the Engliſh company in Paris, it would be the 
molt reputable ſtep I could take, (conſidering my youth 
and ſituation), to lodge with a creditable perſon, who 
could anſwer for my conduct. Thus perſuaded, I very 
ſimply followed his advice; I ſay fimply, becauſe not - 
withſtanding his repreſentations, I ſoon. found my mo- 
ney melt away, without any proſpect of a freſh ſupply. 
In lieu of this, however, I paſſed my time very agree- 
ably in ſeveral Engliſh, and ſome French families, 
where, in a little time, I became quite intimate, ſaw a 
great deal of company, and was treated with the ut- 
moſt politeneſs and regard; yet, in the midſt of theſe 
pleaſures, many a melancholy figh would riſe at the 
remembrance of my beloved 8 —, whom for ſeveral 
years I could not recolle& without emotion : but time, 


* company, amuſements, and change of place, in a great 
© meaſure diſſipated theſe ideas, and enabled me to bear 
my fate with patience and reſignation, 
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« On my laſt arrival at Paris, I was ſurrounded by &« 
crowd of profeſſed admirers, who ſighed and flattered 
in the uſual forms; but, beſides that my heart was not 
yet in a condition to contract new engagements, I was 
prepoſſeſſed againſt them all, by ſuppoſing that they 
preſumed upon the knowledge of my indiſcretion with 
5 and therefore rejected their addreſſes with de- 
teſtation and diſdain: for, as I have already obſerved, 
I was not to be won but by the appearance of eſteem, 
and the molt reſpectful carriage; and though, by a 
falle ſtep, I kad, in my own opinion, forfeited my title 
to the one, 1 was reſolved to diſcourage the advances of 
any man who ſeemed deficient in the other. 

In this manner my lovers were, one by one, repulſed, 
2: molt as ſoon as they preſented themſelves, and J pre- 
ſerved the independence of my heart, until I became 
acquaiated with a certain peer, whom I often faw 
at the houſe of Mrs. P-—, an Engliſh lady then reſi- 
dent at Paris. This young nobleman profeſſed himſelf 
deeply cnamoured of me, in a ſtyle ſo different from 
that of my other admirers, that I heard his proteſta- 
tions without diſguſt ; and though my inclinations were 
ſtill free, could not find in my heart to diſcountenance 
his addreſſes, which were preferred with the molt enga- 
ging modelty, diſintereſtedneſs and reſpect. 

By theſe never- failing arts, he gradually conquered. 
my indifference, and gained the preference in my eſteem 
from Lord C—y and the prince of C——, who were 
at that time his rivals. But what contributed (more 
than any conſideration) to his ſucceſs, was his declar- 
ing openly, that be would marry me without hefitation, 
as ſoon as I could obtain a divorce from my preſent 
huſband, which, in all probability, might have been 
eaſily procured ; for, before I left England, Lord — had 
offered me five thouſand pounds, if | would conſent to 
ſuch a mutual releaſe, that he might be at liberty to 
eſpouſe one Miſs W - of Kent, to whom he then 


made love upon honouräble terms: but I was fool 
enough to refuſe his propoſal, by the advice of S——: 
and whether or not his lordſhip, finding it impracticable 
to wed his new miltreſs, begun to make love upon a- 
nother footing, 1 know not; but certain it is, the 

mother 
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+ mother forbid him the houſe, a circumſtance which he 
took ſo heinouſly ill, that he appealed to the world in 
© a public advertiſement, beginning with, JVhereas, for 
* ſome time, I have paſſionately loved Miſs W „ and 
© upon my not complying with the mother*s propoſals, they 
* have turned me out of doors ; this is to juſtify, &c. 
© This declaration, ſigned with his name, was actually 
© printed in a number of detached advertiſements, which. 
© he ordered to be diſtributed to the public and after- 
* wards, being convinced by ſome of his friends that he 
had done a very ſilly thing, he recalled them at half a 
guinea apiece, A copy of one of them was ſent to me 
at Paris; and I believe my father has now one of the 
originals in his poſſeſſion. After this wiſe vindication of 
his conduct, he made an attempt to carry off the lady 
from church, by force of arms; but ſhe was reſcued by 
the neighbours, headed by her brother, who being an 
attorney had like to have made his lord{hip ſmart ſe- 
verely for this exploit. 
Mean while, my new admirer had made ſome pro- 
greſs in my heart; and my finances being exhauſted, I 
was reduced to the alternative of returning to Lord —- 
again, or accepting Karl. B—'s love- When my affairs 
were brought to that iſſue, I made no heſitation in my 
choice, putting myſelf under the proteQtion. of a man of 
honour, whom. I eſteemed, rather than ſuffer every ſort 
of mortification from a perſon who was the object of 
my abhorrence and. contempt. From a miſtaken pride, 
I choſe to live in Lord B—-y's houſe, rather than be 
maintained. at his expence in any other place. We ſpent 
ſeveral months agreeably in balls and other diverſions, 
viſited Lord B—-k,. who lived at the diitance of a few 
leagues from Paris, and ftayed ſome days at his houſe, 
where the entertainment was, in all reſpects, delightful, 
elegant and refined. Their habitation was the rendez- 
vous of the beſt company in France; and. Lady B—-k 
maintained the ſame ſuperiority in her own ſex, for 
which her lord is ſo juſtly diſtinguiſned among the men. 
About Chriſtmas we ſet out for England, accompani- 
ed by a little North Briton, who lived with Lord B-— 
* as his companion, and did. not at all approve of our 
* correſpondence; whether out of real frieudſhip for his 
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« On my laſt arrival at Paris, I was ſurrounded by & 
crowd of profeſſed admirers, who ſighed and flattered 
in the uſual forms; but, beſides that my heart was not 
yet in a condition to contract new engagements, I was 
prepoſſeſſed againit them all, by ſuppoſing that they 
preſumed upon the knowledge of my indiſcretion with 
5 and therefore rejected their addreſſes with de- 
teſtation and diſdain: for, as I have already obſerved; 
I was not to be won but by the appearance of eſteem, 
and the molt reſpectful carriage; and though, by a 
fail? ſtep, I kad, in my own opinion, forfeited my title 
to the one, I was reſolved to diſcourage the advances of 
any man who ſeemed deficient in the other. 

* In this manner my lovers were, one by one, repulſed, 
a molt as ſoon as they preſented themſelves, and J pre- 
ſcrved the independence of my heart, until I became 
acquainted with a certain peer, whom I often faw 
at the houſe of Mrs. P—-—, an Engliſh lady then reſi- 
dent at Paris. This young nobleman profeſſed himſelf 
deeply enamoured of me, in a ſtyle ſo different from 
that of my other admirers, that I heard his proteſta- 
tions without diſguſt ; and though my inclinations were 
ſtill free, could not find in my heart to diſcountenance 
his addreſſes, which were preferred with the moſt enga- 
ging modeſty, diſintereſtedneſs and reſpect. 

* By theſe never-failing arts, he gradually conquered 
my indifference, and gained the preterence in my eſteem 
from Lord C—y and the prince of C——, who were 
at that time his rivals. But what contributed (more 
than any conſideration) to his ſucceſs, was his declar- 
ing openly, that be would marry me without hefitation, 
as ſoon as I could obtain a divorce from my preſent 
huſband, which, in all probability, might have been 
eaſily procured ; for, before I left England, Lord — had 
offered me five thouſand pounds, if 1 would conſent to 
ſuch a mutual releaſe, that he might be at liberty to 
eſpouſe one Miſs W of Kent, to whom he then 


made love upon honourable terms: but I was fool 
enough to refuſe his propoſal, by the advice of S——: 
and whether or not his lordſbip, finding it impracticable 
to wed his new miltreſs, begun to make love upon a- 
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+ mother forbid him the houſe, a circumſtance which he 
took ſo heinouſly ill, that he appealed to the world in 
© a public advertiſement, beginning with, /Vhereas, for 
* ſome time, I have paſſionately loved Miſs W „ and 
© upon my not complying with the mother's propoſals, they 
* have turned me out of doors ; this is to juſtify, & c. 

© This declaration, figned with his name, was actually 
© printed in a number of detached advertiſements, which 
© he ordered to be diſtributed to the public and after- 
* wards, being convinced by ſome of his friends that he 
© had done a very ſilly thing, he recalled them at half a 
* guinea apiece, A copy of one of them was ſent to me 
© at Paris; and I believe my father has now one of the 
* originals in his poſſeſſion. After this wiſe vindication of 
his conduct, he made an attempt to carry off the lady 
from church, by force of arms; but ſhe was reſcued by 
ol 
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the neighbours, headed by her brother, who being an, 
attorney had like to have made his lord{hip ſmart ſe- 
verely for this exploit. | 

Mean while, my new admirer had made ſome pro- 
greſs in my heart; and my finances being exhauſted, I 
was reduced to the alternative of returning to Lord —- 
again, or accepting Karl. B—'s love. When my affairs 
were brought to that iſſue, I made no heſitation in my 
choice, putting, myſelf under the protection. of a man of 
honour, whom. I eſteemed, rather than ſuffer every ſort 
of mortification from a perſon who was the object of 
my abhorrence and. contempt. From a miſtaken pride, 
I choſe to live in Lord B—-y's houſe, rather than be 
maintained. at his expence in any other place. We ſpent 
ſeveral months agreeably in balls and other diverſions, 
viſited Lord B—-k,. who lived at the diſtance of a few 
leagues from Paris, and ſtayed ſome days at his. houſe, 
where the entertainment was, in all reſpecte, delightful, 
elegant and refined. Their habitation was the rendez- 
vous of the beſt company in France; and. Lady B—-k 
maintained the ſame ſuperiority in her own ſex, for 
which her lord is ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed among the men. 
About Chriſtmas we ſet out for England, accompani- 
ed by a little North Briton, who lived with Lord B-— 
as his companion, and did. not at all approve of our 
* correſpondence; whether out of real friendſhip for his 
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l ere or apprehenſion that in time I might ſuperſede 
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is own influence with my lord, I ſhall not pretend to 


© determine. Be that as it will, the froſt was fo ſevere, 
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ner of country diverſions. As to Mr. H— B 


that we were detained ten days at Calais, before we could 
get out of the harbour; and during that time, I reflect- 
ed ſeriouſly on what my new lover had propoſed: as he 
was very young, and unaquainted with the world, I 
thought my ſtory might have eſcaped him; and there- 
fore determined to give him a faithful detail of the 
whole, that he might not have any thing to reproach 
me with zu the ſequel : beſides, I did not think it ho. 
neſt to engage him to do more for me than he might 
afterwards, perhaps, think I was worth. According- 
ly, I communicated to him every particular of my life 
and the narration, far from altering his ſentiments, ra- 
ther confirmed his good opinion, by exhibiting an un- 
doubted proof of my frankneſs and ſincerity. In ſhort 
he behaved with ſuch generoſity, as made an abſoJute 
conqueſt of my heart: but my love was of a different 
kind from that which had formerly reigned within my 
breaſt, being founded upon the an! Fs gratitude and 
eſteem, excluſive of any other conſideration, tho? his 
perſon was very agreeable, and his addreſs engaging. 
When we arrived in England, I went directly to his 
country ſeat, about twelve miles from London, where 
he ſoon joined me, and we hved ſome time in perfe& 
retirement, his relations being greatly alarmed with the 
apprehenſion that Lord — would bring an action againſt 
him; though he himſelf deſired nothing more, and liv- 
ed ſo eaſy under that expectation, that they ſoon laid 
aſide their fears on his account. 
We were viſited by Mr. H B , a relation of 
my lord, and one Mr. R of the guards, who, 
with the little Scotchman and my lover, made an agree- 
able ſet, among whom I enjoyed hunting, and all man- 
I 
ever there was a perfection in one man, it centered in 
him; or at leaſt he, of all the men I ever knew, ap- 
proached neareſt to that idea which I had conceived of 
a perfect character. He was both goed and great, 
the beſt of hearts. 
r. R was a very ſociable man, had a good 1 
* {on 
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ſon and cultivated underſtanding; and my lord was 
exceſſively good humoured ; ſo that, with ſuch com- 
panions, no place could be dull or infipid : for my own 
part, I conducted the family; and as I endeavoured to 
pleaſe and make every body happy, I had the good 
fortune to ſucceed. Mr. B. told me, that before 
he ſaw me, he heard I was a fool; but finding (as he 
was pleaſed to ſay) that I had been egregiouſſy miſre- 
preſented, he courted my friendſhip, and a correſpond- 
ence commenced between us: indeed it was impoſſible 
for any perſon to know him, without entertaining the 
utmoſt eſteem and veneration for his virtue. 

After I had lived ſome time in this agreeable retreat, 
my huſband began to make a buſtle; he ſent a meſſage, 
demanding me from Lord B-; then came in perſon, 
with his night- cap in his pocket, intending to have ſtaid 
al! night had he been aſked, and attended by a relation, 


whom he aſſured that I was very fond of him, and de- 


tained by force from his arms. 

Finding himſelf diſappointed in his expectations, he 
commenced a lawſuit againſt Lord B—, though not for 
a divorce, as we delired, but with a view to reclaim me 
as his lawful wife. His lawyers, however, attempted to 
prove criminal converſation, in hopes of <xtorting mo- 
ney from my lover: but their endeavours were altoge- 
ther froitleſs; for no ſervant of Lord B—'s or mine could 
with juſtice ſay, we were ever ſeen to treſpaſs againſt no- 
deity and decorum; ſo that the plaintiff was nonſuited. 
While this cauſe was depending, all my lover's friends 
expreſſed fear and concern for the iſſue, while he himſelf 
wee with the utmoſt reſolution, and gave me tuch 
convincing proofs of a ftrong and ſteady affection, as 
augmented my gratitude, and rivetted the ties of my 
love, which was unblemiſhed, faithful and ſincere. 
Soon after this event I was ſeized with a violent fit of 
illneſs, in which I was viſited by my father, and attend- 
ed by two phylicians, one of whom deſpaired of my life, 
and took his leave accordingly; but Dr. S-, who was 


© the other, perſiſted in his attendance, and in all human ap- 
C 


pearance ſaved my ile; a circumſtance by which he acqui- 


red a great ſhare of reputation: yet, notwithſtanding all | 
Fſance, I was confined to my bed for ten weeks, dur- 


ing which Lord B—'s grief was immoderate, his care and 4 
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generoſity unlimited. While I lay in this extremity, Mr. 
8 „penetrated by my melancholy condition, which 
revived his tenderneſs, begged leave to be admitted to- 
my preſence z and Lord would have complied 
with his requeſt, had I not been judged too weak to- 
bear the ſhock of ſuch an interview. My conſtitution, 
however, agreeably diſappointed their fears; and the 
fever had no ſooner left me, than I was removed to a 
hunting ſeat belonging to my lover, from whence, after 
I had recovered my ſtrength, we went to B Caſtle, 
where we kept open houſe : and, while we remained at 
this place, Lord B received a letter from Lord 
„dated in November, challenging him to ſingle 
combat, in May, upon the frontiers of France and 
Flanders. This defiance was ſent in conſequence of 
what had paſſed betwixt them, long before my indiſpo- 
ſition, at a meeting in a certain tavern, where they 
quarrelled, and in the fray my lover threw his antago- 
niſt under the table. I counſelled him to take no notice 
of this rhodomontade, which I knew was void of all 
intention of performance; and he was wiſe enough to- 


follow my advice, reſolved, however, ſhould the meſſage 
be repeated, to take the challenger at his word. 
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« Having reſided ſome time in this place, we returned 
to the other country-houſe which he had left, where 
Lord B addicted himſelf ſo much to hunting and 
other male diverſions, that I began to think he neglect- 
ed me, and apprized him of my ſuſpicion, aſſuring him 
at the ſame time, that I would leave him as ſoon as my 
opinion ſhould be confirmed. 

« 'Fhis declaration had no effect upon his- behaviour, 
which became ſo remarkably cold, that even Mr. R—, 
who: lived with us, imagined, that his affection was pal- 
pably diminiſhed. When I went to town, I was uſually 
attended by his couſin or this gentleman, or both, but 
ſeldom favoured with his company ; nay, when. I re- 
paired to Bath for the re-eitabliſlunent of my health, he 
permitted me to go alone; ſo that I was-quite perſuaded 
of his indifference, and yet I was miſtaken in my opi- 
nion: but I had been ſpoiled by the behaviour of my 
firſt huſband and Mr. 8—, who never quitted me for 
the ſake of any amuſement, and often reſiſted the calls 


of the moſt urgent buſineſs, rather than part from me 


though 
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though but for a few hours. I thought every man who 
loved me truly would act in the fame manner; and, 
whether I am right or wrong in my conjectures, I leave 
wiſer caſuiſts to judge. Certain it is, ſuch ſacrifice and 
devotion is the molt pleating proof of an admirer's paſ- 
lion 3 and ez mot plus ſourent, et ne me donnet rien, 
is one of my favourite maxims. A man may give mo— 
ney, becauſe he is profuſe ; he may be violently fot, 
becauſe he is of a ſanguine conititution ; but, if he gives 
me his time, he gives me an unqueſtionable proof of my 
being in full poſſeſſion of his heart. 
My appearance at Bath, without the company of 
Lord B , occaſioned a general ſurprize, and encou- 
raved the men to peſter me with addreſſes, every new 
admirer endeavouring to advance his ſuit, by demon- 
ſtrating the unkind and diſreſpectful behaviour of his 
lordihip. Indeed, this was the moſt effectual ſtring they 
could touch : my pride and reſentment were alarmed, 
and I was weak enough to liſten to one man, who had 
like to have infinuated himſelf into my inclinations. He 
was tall and large-boned, with white hair, inclining to 
what is called ſandy, and had the reputation of being 
handſome, though I think he ſcarce deſerved that epi- 
thet. He poſſefted a large fortune, loved miſchief, and 
{tuck at nothing for the accompliſhment of his deſigns, 
one of his chief” pleaſures being that of ſetting any two 
lovers at variance. He employed his addreſs upon me 
with great aſſiduity, and knew ſo well how to manage 
my Ae that I was pleaſed with his manner, heard 
his vows without diſguſt, and, in a word, promiſed to 
deliberate with myſelf upon his propoſals, and give him 
an account of my determination in writing. 
Thus reſolved, I went to Lord B in Wiltſhire, 
whither I was followed by this pretender to my heart, 
who viſited us an the footing of an acquaintance ; but, 
when [I reflected on what I had done, I condemned my 
own conduct as indiſcreet, though nothing deciſive had 
paſſed between us, and began to hate him in proportion. 
to the ſelf-· conviction I felt, perceiving, that I had in- 
volved myſelf in a difliculty from which I ſhould not be 
eafily diſengaged. For the preſent, however, 1 found 
meaus to paltpone my declaration; he admitted my ex- 
cue, 
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cuſe, and I returned to London with Lord B , whe 


* was again ſummoned to the field by his former challen- 


ger. 
x H- dn, governor, counſellor, and ſteward to this 
little hero, came to Lord B with a verbal meſſage, 
importing, that his lordſhip had changed his mind about 
oing to Flanders, but expected to meet him, on ſuch a 
; and hour, in the burying ground near Red-lion 
Square. Lord B accepted the challenge, and gave 
me an account of what had paſſed ; but he had — 
anticipated by che meſſenger, who had already tried to 
alarm my fears, from the conſideration of the conſe— 
quence, that I might take ſome meaſures to prevent 
their meeting. I perceived his drift, and told him plain- 
ly, that Lord had no intention to riſk his perſon, 
though he endeavoured with all his might to perſuade 
me, that his principal was deſperate and determined. I 
knew my little huſband too well, to think he would brin 
matters to any dangerous iſſue, and was apprehenſive of 
nothing but foul play from the villainy of H—n, with 
whom I was equally well acquainted. Indeed I ſigni- 
fed my doubts on that ſcore to Mr, B „who would 
have attended his kinſman to the field, had he not 
thought he might be liable to cenſure, if any thing 
ſhould happen to Lord B » becauſe he himſelf was 
heir at law: for that reaſon he judiciouſly declined being 
perſonally concerned, and we pitched upon the ear] of 
A „ his lordſhip's uncle, who willingly undertook 
the office, 
At the appointed time they went to the place of ren- 
dezvous, where they had not waited long when the 
challenger appeared in a new pink- ſatin wailtcoat, which 
he had put on for the occaſion, with his ſword under his 
arm, and his ſteward by him, leaving in a hackney 
coach, at ſome diſtance, a ſurgeon whom he had provi- 
ded for the care of his perſon. Thus equipped, he ad- 
vanced to his antagopiſt, and defired bim to chuſe his 
ground; upon which Lord B told him, that, if he 


muſt fall, it was not material which grave he ſhould 
tumble over. 


Our little hero, finding him ſo jocoſe and determined, 
, and defired to ſpeak with him, 
. 6 that. 
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that he might diſburden his conſcience before they ſhould 
begin the work of death. They accordingly went afide 
and he gave him to underſtand, that his motive for 
fighting was Lord B 's detaining his wife from him 
by compulſion. The ear] of A aſſured him, he was 
egregioully miſtaken in his conjecture; that his nephew 
led no force or undue influence to keep me in his 
houſe; but it could not be expected, that he would turn 
me out of doors. 

This explanation was altogether ſatisfactory to Lord 
„who ſaid he was far from being ſo unreaſonable as 
to expect Lord B would commit ſuch a breach of 
hoſpitality, and all he deſired was, that his wife ſhould 
be left to her own inclinations. Upon theſe articles 
peace was concluded, and they parted without blood- 
ſhed. At lealt theſe are the particulars of the ſtory, as 
they were related by Lord A „with whom I laughs 
ed heartily at the adventure; for I never doubted, that 
the challenger would find ſome expedient to prevent 
the duel, though I wondered how he multered up reſo- 
lution enough to carry it ſo far. 


That he might not, however, give us any more trou— 


ble, we reſolved to go and enjoy ourlelves in France, 
whither I went by myſelf, in hopes of being ſoon join» 
ed by my lover, who was obliged to ſtay ſome time 
longer in England to ſettle his affairs. He was ſo much 
affected at our parting, (though but for a few weeks), 
that he was almoſt diſtracted: and this affliction renew- 
ed my tenderneſs for him, becauſe it was an undoubted 
proof of his love. I wrote to him every poſt from 
France, and, as I had no ſecrets, deſired him to take 
care of all the letters that ſhould come to his houſe, di- 
rected to me, after my departure from England. 

This was an unfortunate office for him, in the execu- 
tion of which he chanced to,open a letter from Sir T— 
A—, with whom (as I have already obſerved) I had 
ſome correſpondence at Bath. I had, according to my 
promiſe, given this gentleman a deciſive anſwer, im- 
porting, that I was determined to remain in my preſent 
ſituation; but as Lord B was ignorant of my ſen- 
timents in that particular, and perceived i: om the letter, 


* that ſomething extraordinary had paſſed between us, 
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and that I was earneſtly ſolicited to leave him, he was 
ſeized with the utmoſt conſternation and concern, and, 
having previouſly obtained the king's leave to go abroad, 
ſet out that very night for France, leaving his affairs in 
the greateſt contuiion, | 2 
Sir T—- A— hearing I was gone, without under- 
ſtanding the cauſe of my departure, took the ſame route, 
and both arrived at Dover next day. They heard of 
each other's motions: each bribed the maſter of a pac- 
ket-boat to tranſport him with expedition; but, that 
depending upon the wind, both reached Calais at the 
ſame time, though in different veſſels. Sir 1 — ſent his 
valet de chambre poſt, with a letter, entreating me to 
accompany him into Italy, where he would make- me 
miſtreſs of his whole fortune, and to ſet out directly for 
that country, that he might not loſe me by the arrival 
of Lord B——, promiſing to join me on the road, if I 
would conſent to make him happy. I ſent his meſſen- 
ger back with an anſwer, wherein I expreſſed ſurprize 
at his propoſals, after having ſigniſied my reſolution ts 
him before 1 left England. e was ſcarce diſmiſſed, 
when I received another letter from Lord B——, be- 
ſeeching me to meet him at Clermont, upon the road 
from Calais, and conjuring me to avoid the ſight of his 
rival, ſhould he get the ſtart of him in travelling. This, 
however, was not likely to be the caſe, as Lord B 
rode poſt, and the other was, by his corpulence, obli- 
ged to travel in a chaiſe; yet, that I might not increaſe 
his anxiety, I left Paris immediately on the receipt of 
his meſſage, and met him at the appointed place, where 
he received me with al] the agitation of joy and fear, 
and aſked if I had ever encouraged Sir T— A— in his 
addreſſes. I very candidly told him the whole tranſ- 
action; at which he was incenſed : but his indignation - 
was ſoon appeaſed, when 1 profeſſed my penitence, and 
aſſured him, that I had totally rejected his rival. Not 
that J approve of my behaviour to Sir T—, who (1 
own) was ill uſed in this affair; but ſurely it was more 
excuſeable to halt here than proceed farther in my in- 
diſcretion. | 
© My lover being ſatisfied with my declaration, we 
went together to Paris, being attended by the Scotch- 
I man 
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man whom I have already mentioned, though I believe 
he was not over and above well pleaſed to ſee matters 
thus amicably compromiſed. The furious knight fol- 
lowed us to the capital, inſiſting on ſeeing me in perſon, 
told this North-Briton that I was actually engaged to 
him, wrote every hour, and railed at my perfidious con- 
duct. I took no notice of theſe delirious tranſports, 
which were alſo diſregarded by Lord B „till one 
night he was exaſperated by the inſinuations of Mr. 
C „who, I believe, infamed his jealouſy by hintin 

a ſuſpicion, that I was really in love with his 1 
What paſſed betwixt them I know not, but he ſent for 
me from the opera, by a phyſician of Paris, who was 
a ſort of go-between among us all, and who told me, 
that, if 5 did not come home on the inſtant, a duel 
would be fought on my account. 

I was very much ſhocked at this information; but, | 
by _— uſed to alarms from the behaviour of Lord | 
„I had acquired a pretty good ſhare of reſolution, | 
and with great compoſure entered the room where Lord 

B was with his companion, whom I immediately 

ordered to withdraw. I then gave his lordſhip to un- 

derſtand, that I was informed of what had paſſed, and 

thought myſelf ſo much injured by the perſon who had 

juſt quitted the apartment, that J would no longer live 

under the ſame roof with him. 

Lord B raved like a bedlamite, taxing me with 

want of candour and affection; but 1 eaſily juſtified my 

own integrity, and gave him ſuch aſſurances of my love, | 
that his jealouſy ſubſided, and his ſpirits were recom- . | 
poſed. Neveitheleſs, I inſiſting upon his diſmiſſing | 
Mr. C on pain of my leaving the houſe, as I could 
not help thinking he had uſed his endeavours to preju- | 
dice me in the opinion of my lord. If his conduct was 
the reſult of friendſhip for his patron, he certainly ated 
the part of an honeſt and truſty adherent. But J could 
not eaſily forgive him, becauſe a few weeks before he 
had, by my intereſt, obtained a conſiderable addition to 
his allowance; and, even after the ſteps he had taken to 
diſoblige me, I was not ſo much his enemy but that I 
* prevailed upon Lord B to double his ſalary, that 
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his leaving the family might be no detriment to his for- 
tune. 

* His lordſhip having complied with my demand, this 
gentleman, after having ſtaid three days in the houſe to 
prepare for his departure, during which I would not 
ſuffer him to be admitted into my preſence, made his 
retreat with a fine young girl who was my companion, 
and I have never ſeen him ſince that time. 

Sir T— ſtill continued furious, and would not take a 
denial except from my own mouth ; upon which, with 
the approbation of Lord B „I indulged him with 
an interview. He entered the apartment with a ſtern 
countenance, and told me I had uſed him ill. I plead- 
ed —_ to the charge, and begged his pardon accord- 
ingly. I attempted to reaſon the caſe with him, but he 
would hear no arguments except his own, and even tried 
to intimidate me with threats, which provoked me to 
ſuch a degree, that I defied his vengeance. I told him, 
that I feared nothing but the report of my own con- 
ſcience; that, though 1 had ated a ſimple part, he 
durſt not ſay there was any thing criminal in my con- 
duct; and that, from his preſent frantic and unjuſt be- 
haviour, I thought myſelf happy in having eſcaped him. 
He ſwore I was the moſt inflexible of all creatures, aſk- 


ed if nothing would move me? and when I anſwered, 


« Nothing,” took his leave, and never afterwards perſe- 
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cuted me with his addreſſes; though I have heard he 
was vain and falſe enough to boait of favours, which, 


upon my honour, he never received, as he himſelf, at 


one time, owned to Dr. Cantwell at Paris. 
While he underwent all this frenzy and diſtraction 


upon my account, he was loved with the ſame violence 


of paſſion by a certain Scotch lady of quality, who, 


when he followed me to France, purſued him thither 


with the ſame eagerneſs and iv 9 tg Far from being 


jealous of me as a rival, ſhe uſed to come to my houſe, 


implore my "pom offices with the object of her love, and, 
laying herſelf on the floor at full length before the fire, 
weep and cry like a perſon bereft of her ſenſes. She 


| bitterly complained, that he had never obliged her but 


once, and begged with the moſt earneſt ſupplications, 


that I would give her an opportunity of ſeeing him at 


. 
1 


my 
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© my houſe. But I thought proper to avoid her company” 
© as ſoon as I perceived her intention. 

« We continued at Paris for ſome time, during which 
TI contracted an acquaintance with the filter of madam 
la T—-. She was the ſuppoſed miſtreſs of the prince 
of C , endowed with a great ſhare of under- 
ſtanding, and loved pleaſure to exceſs, though ſhe 
maintained her reputation on a reſpectable footing, by 
living with her huſband and mother. This lady per- 
ceiving that I had e e her lover with a paſſion, 
which gave me uneaſineſs on her account, actually prac- 
tiſed all her eloquence and art, in perſuading me to 
litten to his love; for it was a maxim with her, to pleaſe 
him at any rate. I was ſhocked at her indelicate com- 
plaiſance, and rejected the propoſal, as repugnant to my 
preſent engagement, which I held as ſacred as any nup- 
tial tie, and much more binding than a forced or unna- 

tural marriage. 

Upon our return to England we lived in great har- 
mony and peace; and nothing was wanting to my hap-- 
pineſs, but the one thing to me the molt needful; I 
mean the inchanting tenderneſs and delightful enthu- 
fiaſm of love. Lord B—'s heart (I believe) felt che 
ſoft impreſſions ; and, for my own part, I loved him 
with the moſt faithful affection. * It is not enough 
to ſay I wiſhed him well; J had the moſt delicate, the 
molt genuine eſteem for his virtue; I had an intimate 
8 and anxiety for his intereſt; and felt for him, 
as if he had been my own ſon: but ſtill there was a 
vacancy in my heart; there was not that fervour, that 
tranſport, that ecſtacy of paſſion which I had formerly 
known : my boſom was not filled with the little deity ; 
I could not help recalling to my remembrance, the 
fond, the raviſhing moments I had paſſed with 8 . 
Had I 3 the conditions of life, thoſe pleaſures 
were happily exchanged for my preſent ſituation, be- 
cauſe, it I was now . lk way of thoſe rapturous enjoy- 
ments, I was alſo exempted from the cares and anxiety 
that attended them 3 but I was generally extravagant 
in my notions of happineſs, and therefore conſtrued my 


preſent tranquillity into an inſipid languor and ſtagna- 
tion of life. | | 
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* While I remained in this inactivity of ſentiment, 
Lord „having received a very conſiderable addi- 
tion to his fortune, ſent a meſſage to me, promiſing, 
that if I would leave lord B—, he would make me a 
preſent of a houſe and furniture, where I ſhould live 
at my eaſe, without being expoſed to his viſits, except 
when I ſhould be diſpoſed to receive them. This pro- 
poſal he made, in conſequence of what 1 had always 
declared, namely, that if he had not reduced me to the 
neceſſity of putting myſelf under the protection of ſome 
perſon or other, by depriving me of any other means 
of ſubſiſtence, I ſhould never have given the world the 
leaſt cauſe to ſcandalize my reputation; and that I 
would withdraw myſcif from my preſent dependence, as 
ſoon as he ſhould enable me to live by mytelf. I was 
therefore reſolved to be as good as my word, and ac- 
cepted his offer, on condition that I ſhould be wholly 
at my ovn diſpoſal, and that he ſhould never enter my 
door but as a viſitant or common friend. 
© Theſe articles being ratified by his word and honour 
(ons value of which I did not then know) a houſe was 
urniſhed according to my directions; and I fignitied 
my intention to lord B » who conſented to my re- 
moval, with this proviſo, that I ſhould continue to ſee 
him. TI wrote alſo to his relation Mr. B—, who, in 
his anſwer, obſerved, that it was too late to adviſe when 
I was actually determined. All my friends and ac- 
quaintance approved of the ſcheme, though it was one 
of the molt unjuſtifiable ſteps I had ever taken, being a 
real act of ingratitude to my benefactor; which I 
ſoon did, and . ſhall regret and condemn. So lit- 
tle is the world qualified to judge of private affairs! 
When the time of our parting drew near, lord B— 
became. gloomy and diſcontented, and even intreated me 
to poſtpone my reſolution ; but 1 told him, that now 
every thing was prepared for my reception, I could not 
retract without incurring the unputation of folly and 
extravagance, On the very day of my departure, Mr, 
B— endeavoured, with all the arguments he could ſug- 
geſt, to diſſuade me from my purpoſe; and I made uſe of 
the ſame anſwer which had ſatisfied his friend. Find- 
ing me determined upon removing, he burſt out into y 
| « 0 
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flood of tears, exclaiming, By God, if Lord B— can 
« hear it, 1 can't.“ I was thunderltruck at this exprel- 
ſion; for though I had been told that Mr. B— was in 
love with me, I gave no credit to the report, becauſe he 
© had never declared his paſſhon, and this was the firſt bint 
« of it that ever eſcaped him in my hearing. I was 
therefore ſo much amazed at the circumſtances of this 
abrupt explanation, that I could make no anſwer; but 
having taken my leave, went away, ruminating on the 
unexpected declaration. 
Lord B— (as 1 was informed) ſpoke not a word that 
whole night, and took my leaving him ſo much to 
heart, that two years elapſed before he- got the better 
of his grief. This intelligence J afterwards received 
from his'own mouth, and aſked his forgiveneſs for my 
unkind retreat, though] ſhall never be able to obtain 
my own. As for Mr. B—, he was overwhelmed with 
forrow, and made ſuch efforts to fuppreis his -concern, 
as had well nigh coſt him his life. Dr. S— was called 
to bim in the middle of the night, and found him almoſt 
ſuffocated. - He ſoon gueſſed the caufe, when he under- 
ſtood that I had left the houſe; ſo that I myſelf was the 
only perſon concerned, who was utterly ignorant of his 
affection z for I ſolemnly declare, he never gave me the 
lealt reaſon to ſuſpect it while 1 lived with his relation, 
becauſe he had too much honour to entertain a thought 
of ſupplanting his friend, and too good an opinion of 
me to believe he ſhould have ſucceeded in the attempt.” 
Though my love for Lord B was not ſo tender and 
intereſting as the paſſion I had felt for .$——, my de- 
lity was inviolable, and I never harboured the molt*. 
diſtant thought of any other perſon, till after J had re- 
ſolved to leave him, when (I own). I afforded ſome 
{mall encouragement to the addreſſes of a new admirer,” 
by telling him, that I ſhould, in a little time, be my 
own miltreſs, though 1 was not now at my own dil-" 
oſal. 
. I enjoyed my new houſe as a little paradiſe: it was 
accommodated with all ſorts of conveniences z every 
thing was new, and therefore pleaſing, and the whole 
abſolutely at my command. I had the company of a + 
relation, a very good woman, with whom I lived in the 
moſt amicable manner; was viſited by the beſt people 
U-3.; in- 
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in town, (I mean thoſe of the male ſex, the ladies ha- 
ving * ago forſaken me); I frequented all reputable 
places of public entertainment, and had a concert at 
home once a week, ſo that my days rolled on in happi- 
neſs and quiet, till all my ſweets were imbittered by the 
vexatious behaviour of my huſband, who began to im- 
portune me again to live with him; and by the increa- 
ſing anxiety of lord B—, who, (though I ſtill admitted 
his viſits) plainly perceived that I wanted to relinquiſh 
his correſpondence. This diſcovery raifed ſuch tempeſts 
of jealouſy and deſpair within his breaſt, that he kept 
me in continual alarms : he ſent meſſages to me every 
hour, figned his letters with his own blood, raved like a 
man in an ecſtacy of madneſs, railed at my ingratitude, 
and praiſed my conduct by turns. He offered to ſacri- 
fice every thing for my love, to leave the kingdom 
forthwith, and five with me for ever in any part of the 
world where I ſhould chuſe to reſide. 
* Theſe were generous and tempting propoſals ; but I 
was beſet with counſellors who were not totally diſinte- 
reſted, and who diſſuaded me from embracing the 
proffers of my lover, on pretence that lord would 
be highly injured by my compliance. I liſtened to 
their advice, and hardened my heart againſt Lord B—'s 
ſorrow and ſolicitations. My behaviour on this occa- 
ſion is altogether unaccountable; this was the only 
time that ever I was a ſlave to admonition. The con- 
dition of Lord B— would have melted any heart but 
mine, and yet mine was one of the moſt ſenſible : he 
employed his coutin as an advocate with me, till that 
gentleman actually refuſed the office, W him can- 
didly, that his own inclinations were too much engaged, 
to permit him to perform the taſk with fidelity and 
truth. He accordingly reſolved to avoid my preſence, 
until my lord and I ſhould come to ſome final determi- 
nation, which was greatly retarded by the perſeverance 
of his lordſhip, who would not reſign his hopes even 
when I pretended that another man had engaged my 
heart, but ſaid, that in time my affection might re- 
turn, 
* Our correſpondence, however, gradually wore off ; 
upon which Mr. B— renewed his viſits, and many 
| * agreeable 
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agreeable and happy hours we paſſed together. Not 
that he, or any other perſon whom I now , op ſucceed- 
ed to the privilege of a fortunate lover. I knew he loved 
me to madneſs ; but I would not gratify his paſſion any 
other way than by the moſt profound eſteem and vene- 
ration for his virtues, which were altogether amiable and 
ſublime ; and I would here draw his character minutely, 
but it would take up too much time to ſet forth his 
merits ; the only man living of my acquaintance who 
reſembles him is Lord F „of whom 1 ſhall ſpeak in 
the ſequel. | 

About this time, I underwent a very intereſtin 
change in the fituation of my heart. I had ſent a mel: 
ſage to my old lover 8 —, deſiring he would allow 
my picture, which was in his poſſeſſion, to be copied; 
and he now tranſmitted it to me by my lawyer, whom 
he directed to aſk, if I intended to be at the next maſ- 
querade. This curiofity had a ſtrange effect upon my 
ſpirits; my heart fluttered at the queſtion, and my 
imagination glowed with a thouſand fond preſages. I 
anſwered in the affirmative, and we met by accident at 
the ball. I could not behold him without emotion; 
when he accoſted me, his well known voice made my 
heart vibrate, like a muſical chord, when its uniſon is 
ſtrack. All the ideas of our palt life, which the lapſe 
of time and abſence had enfeebled and lulled to ſleep, 
now awoke, and were reinſpired by his appearance; ſo 
that his artful excuſes were eaſily admitted: I forgave 
him all that I had ſuffered on his account, becaule he 
was the natural lord of my affection; and our former 
correſpondence was renewed, 

] thought myſelf ia a new world of bliſs, in conſe- 
quence of this reconciliation, the raptures of which con- 
tinued unimpaired for the ſpace of four months, durin 
which time he was fonder of me, if poſſible, than be- 
fore, repeated his promiſe of marriage, if we ſhould ever 
have it in our power; aſſured me he had never been 
happy ſince he left me; that he believed no woman had 
ever loved like me: and indeed, to have a notion of 


my paſſion for that man, you muſt firſt have loved as I 


did: but, through a ſtrange caprice, I broke off the 
correſpondence, out of apprehenſion that he would for- 
fake 
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© ſake me again. From his paſt conduct, I dreaded what 
might happen; and the remembrance of What I had 


portunities: he prevailed upon the duke of L 
'employ his influence in perſuading me to live with him 


undergone by his inconſtancy, filled my imaginatioir 
with ſuch horror, that I could not endure the ſhocking 
proſpect, and prematurely plunged myſelf into the dan- 
ger rather than endure the terrors of expectation. 1 
remembered that his former attachment began in the 
ſeaſon of my proſperity, when my fortune was: in the 
zenith, and my youth in its prime; and that he had 


forſaken me in the day of trouble, when my life became 


embarraſſed, and my circumſtances were on the decline: 


TI foreſaw nothing but continual perſecution from my 
huſband, and feared, that once the keener tranſports of 
our reconcilation ſhould be over, his affection would 
fink under the ſeverity of its trial. In conſequence of 


this deſert ion, I received a letter from him, acknowledg- 


ing that he was rightly ſerved, but that my. retreat gave 


him inexpreſſible concern. 

« Mean while, Lord continued to act in the cha- 
racter of a fiend, tormenting me with his nauſeous im- 
to 


*-aſſuriag his grace, that J had actually promiſed to give 
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him that proof of my obedience, and that I would come- 
home the ſooner for being preſſed to compliance by a 


perſon of his rank and character. Induced by theſe re- 


preſentations, the duke honoured me with à viſit; and 


in the courſe of his exhortations I underſtood how he- 
had been thus miſinformed: upon which I ſeut for lord 
, and in his.preſence convicted him of the falſe- 
hood, by communicating to his grace the articles of our 
laſt agreement, which he did not think proper to deny; 
and the duke being undeccived, declared that he would 
not have given me the trouble of vindicating mylſeit* 
had he not been miſled by the inſincerity of my lord. 

© Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. H V-, 


and afterwards my own father, in the ſame taſſc; and 


though I flill adhered to my firft reſolution, perſiſted 


with ſuch obſtinacy in his endeavours to make me un- 
happy, that I determined to leave the kingdom. Ac- 
cordingly, after I had ſpent the evening with him at 
Ranelagh, I went away about two o'clock in the morn- 


ing, 


xz Tu Mr mr 3 24% 


RE _ 7c = = WW TRE TT tu wm MIS. 


r mm a & a oo © a a @©® e 


PEREGRINE PICKLE, 237 


ing, leaving my companion, with directions to reſtore to 
my lord his houſe, furniture, plate, aad every thing he 
had given me ſince our laſt accommodation; ſo far was 
I, upon this occaſion, or at any other time of my life, 
from embezzling any part of his fortune. My friend 
followed my inſtructions molt punctually; and his lord- 
ſhip knows and will acknowledge the truth of this aſſer- 
Lion. g 
* Thus have J explained the true cauſe of my firſt ex- 
pedition to Flanders, whither the world was good-na- 
tured enough to fay I followed Mr. B— and the whole 
army, which happened to be ſent abroad that ſummer. 
Before my departure | likewiſe tranſmitted to Lord 6 — 
the dreſſiug- plate, china, and a very conſiderable ſettle- 
ment, of which he had been generous enough to make 
me a preſent, "lis was an inſtance of my integrity, 
which 1 thought due to a man who had laid me under 
reat obligations; and though I have lived to be re- 
tuſed a ſmall ſum both by him and 5S——, I do not re- 
pent of my diſintereſted behaviour; all the revenge I 
harbour againſt the laſt of theſe lovers, is the deſire of 
having it in my power to do him good. 
I now found myſelf adrift in the world again, and 
very richly deſerved the hardſhips of my condition, for my 
indiſcretion in leaving Lord B—, and in truſting to the 
word of Lord —, without ſome further ſecurity ; but I 
have dearly paid for my imprudence. The more I ſaw in- 
to the character of this man whom deſtiny hath appointed 
my ſcourge, the more was I determined to avoid his fel- 
lowſhip and communication; for he and I are, in point of 
diſpoſition, as oppoſite as any two principles in nature, 
In the firſt place, he is one of the molt unſocial beings 
that ever exiſted ; when I was pleated and happy, he 
was always out of temper, but if he could find means to 
orercaſt and cloud my mirth, though ever ſo innocent, 
he then diſcovered figns of uncommon ſatisfaction and 
content, becauſe, by this diſagreeable temper, he ba- 
niſhed all company from his houſe. He is extremely 
weak of underitanJing, though he poſſeſſes a good ſhare 
of low cunning, which has fo egregioully impoſed upon 
ſome people, that they have actually believed him a 
good. natured eaſy creature, and blamed me becauſe I 
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did not manage him to better purpoſe ; but, upon fur: 
ther acquaintance, they have always found him obſti- 
nate as a mule, and capricious as a monkey. Not that 
he is utterly void of all commendable qualities: he is 
punCtual in paying his debts, liberal when in good hu- 
mour, and would be well bred, were he not ſubject to 
fits of abſence, during which he 1s altogether unconver- 
ſable; but he is proud, naturally ſuſpicious, jealous, 
equally with and without cauſe, never made a friend, 
and is an utter ſtranger to the joys of intimacy ; in 
ſhort, he hangs like a damp upon ſociety, and may be 
properly called Xillaſay, an epithet which he has juſtly 
acquired. He honours me with conſtant profeſſions of 
love, but his conduct is fo oppoſite to my ſentiments 
of that paſſion, as to have been the prime ſource of all 
my misfortunes and affliction; and J have often withed 
myſelf the object of his hate, in hopes of profiting by 
a change in hie behaviour. 

Indeed, he has not been able to make me more un- 
happy than, 1 believe, he is in his own mind ; for he is 
literally a ſelf-tormentor, who never enjoyed one gleam 
of ſatisfaction, except at the expence of another's quiet; 


and yet with this (I had almoſt called it diabolical) 


quality, he expects that I ſhould cheriſh him with ail 
the tenderneſs of affetion. After he has been at pains 
to incur my averſion, he puniſhes my diſguſt, by con- 
triving ſchemes to mortify and perplex me, which have 
often ſucceeded ſo effectually, as to endanger my life 
and conſtitution; for I have been fretted and frighted 
into ſundry fits of illneſs, and then I own I have expe- 
rienced his care and concern. 
© Over and above the oddities I have mentioned, he is 


ſo unſteady in his economy, that he is always new- mo- 


delling his affairs, and exbauſting his fortune, by laying” 
out ten pounds in order to fave a ſhilling. He inquires 


into the character of a ſervant after he has lived two 


years in his family, and 1s ſo. ridiculoufly ſtocked with 


vanity and ſelf-conceit, that notwithſtanding my aſſu— 
'rance before, and the whole ſeries of my conduct ſince 
our marriage, which ought to have convinced him of - 
my diſlike, he is ſtill perſuaded, that at bottom I muit 


 admure- 


* * * - - - A a LY * LY * * * - * * LY * * * * «a Sx -. LY - LI 6 au« 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 239 


admire and be enamoured of his agreeable perſon and 
accompliſhments, and that I would not fail to manifelt 
my love, were I not ſpirited up againſt him by his own 
relations. Perhaps it might be their intereſt to foment 
the miſunderſtanding betwixt us; but really they gave 
themſelves no trouble about our affairs, and, ſo far as I 
know them, are a very good fort of people. On the 
whole, I think I may with juſtice pronounce my pre- 
cious yoke-fellow a trifling, teazing, inſufferable, in- 
conſiſtent creature. 
© With the little money which remained of what I had 
received from his lordſhip for houſekeeping, I tranſ- 
ported myſelf to Flanders, and arrived in Ghent a few 
days after our troops were quartered in that city, which 
was ſo much crowded with theſe new viſitants, that I 
ſhould have found it impracticable to procure a lodging, 
had I not been accommodated by Lord R B , 
the duke of A 's youngeſt brother, who very po- 
litely gave me up his own, Here I ſaw my friend Mr, 
„who was overjoyed at my arrival, though jea- 
lous of every man of his acquaintance ; for he loved me 
with all the ardour of paſſion, and I regarded him with 
all the perfection of friendſhip, which, had he lived, in 
time might have produced love, though that was a fruit 
which it never brought forth. Notwithſtanding his ear- 
neſt ſolicitations to the contrary, I ſtaid but a week in 
Ghent, from whence I proceeded to Bruſſels, and fixed 
my abode, in the Hotel de Flandre, among an agree- 
able ſet of gentlemen and ladies, with whom l ſpent my 
time very cheerfolly, There was a ſort of court in this 
city, frequented by all the officers who could obtain 
permiſſion to go thither ; and the place in general was 
gay and agreeable. I was introduced to the beſt fami- 
ies, and very happy in my acquaintance ; for the ladies 
were polite, good-tempered and obliging, and treated 
me with the utmoſt hoſpitality and reſpect. Aung 
others I contracted a friendſhip with madam la Comteſle 
de C—— and her two daughters, who were very ami- 
able young ladies, and became intimate with the Prin- 
ceſs C „and Counteſs W „ lady of the bed- 
chamber to the queen of Hungary, and a great favour- 


ite of the governor Monſieur D' H, in whoſe houſe 
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ſhe lived with his wife, who was alſo a lady of a very 
engaging diſpoſition, 

Soon after I had fixed my habitation in Bruſſels, the 
company at our hotel was increaſed by three officers, 
who profeſſed themſelves my admirers, and came from 
Ghent, with a view of ſoliciting my love. This trium- 
virate conſiſted of the Scotch earl'of Lord R 
M „and another young officer: the firſt was a man 
of a very genteel figure and amorous complexion, dan- 
ced well, and had a great deal of good humour, with a 
mixture of vanity and ſelf- conceit. The ſecond had a 
good face, though a clumſy perſon, and a very ſweet 
diſpoſition, very much adapted for the ſentimental paſ- 
fon of love: and the third (Mr. W—— by name) was 
tall, thin, and well-bred, with a great ſtock of good- 
nature and vivacity. Theſe adventurers began their ad- 
dreſſes in general acts of gallantry, that comprehended 
ſeveral of my female friends, with whom we uſed to en- 


gage in parties of pleaſure, both in the city and the en- 


virons, which are extremely agreeable. When they 


thought they had taken the preliminary ſteps of e 


themſelves in my good opinion and eſteem, they agree 
to go on without farther delay, and that Lord 
ſhould make the firſt attack upon my heart. 

He accordingly laid ſiege to me with ſuch warmth 
and aſſiduity, that I believe he deceived himſelf, and 
began to think he was actually in love, though at bot- 
tom he left no impulſe that deſerved the ſacred name. 
Though I diſcouraged him in the beginning, he perſe- 
cuted me with his addreſſes; he always fat by me at 
dinner, and imparted a thouſand trifles in continual 
whiſpers, which attracted the notice of the company ſo 
much, that I began to fear his behaviour would give riſe 
to ſome report to my prejudice, and therefore avoided 
him with the utmoſt caution. Notwithitanding all my 
care, however, he found means one night, while my 


- maid who lay in my room went down ſtairs, to get into 


my chamber after I was a bed: upon which 1 ſtarted 
up, and told him, that, if he ſhould approach me, I 


vould alarm the houſe; for ] never wanted courage and 


reſolution. Perceiving my diſpleaſure, he kneeled by 
the bed · ſide, begged I would have pity on his ſufferings, 
1 © and 
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and ſwore I ſhould have carte blanche to the utmolt ex- 
tent of his fortune. To theſe propoſals I made no other 
reply, but that of proteſting I would never ſpeak to him 
again, if he did not quit my apartment that moment; 
upon which he thought proper to withdraw, and | ne- 
ver afterwards gave him an opportunity. of ſpeaking to 
me on the ſame ſubje&; ſo that, in a few weeks, he ſe- 
parated himſelf from our ſociety, though the ladies of 
Bruſſels conſidered him as my lover, becauſe, of all the 
other officers, he was their greateſt favourite. 


His lordſhip being thus repulſed, Mr. W took 


the field, and aſſailed my heart in a very different ma- 


ner. He ſaid he knew not how to make love, but was 
a man of honour, would keep the ſecret, and ſo forth. 
To this cavalier addreſs I n that I was not an- 
gry, as I otherwiſe ſhould have been at his blunt decla- 
ration, becauſe I found, by his own confeſſion, he did 
not know what was due to the ſex; and my unhappy 
ſituation in ſome ſhape excuſed him for a liberty which 
he would not have dreamed of taking, had not my mis- 
fortunes encouraged his preſumption. But I would deal 
with him in his own way, and, far from aſſuming the 
prude, frankly affured him, that he was not at all to 
my taſte, hoping he would confider my diſlike as a ſuf- 
ficient reaſon to reject his love. | 

« Lord R began to feel the ſymptoms of a genu- 
ine paſſion, which he carefully cheriſhed in ſilence, Boing 
naturally diffident and baſhful ; but, by the very means 
he uſed to conceal it from my obſervation, 1 plainly 
diſcerned the ſituation of his heart, and was not at all 
diſpleaſed at the progreſs I had made in his inclinations. 
Mean while he cultivated my acquaintance with great 
aſſiduity and refpeR, attended me in all my 8 
and particularly in an expedition to Antwerp, with two 
other gentlemen, where, in downright zaite de cxur, we 
ſat for our pictures, which were drawn in one piece, one 
of the party being repreſented in the dreſs of a huffar, 
and another in that of a running footman. This acci- 
dent I mention, becauſe the performance, which is now 
in my poſſeſſion, gave birth to a thouſand groundlefs 
reports that circulated in England at our expence. 
Vor. II. X | © It 
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It was immediately after this jaunt that Lord R 
began to diſcloſe his paſſion, though he at the ſame 
time ſtarted ſuch objections as ſeemed well nigh to ex- 
tinguiſh his hopes, lamenting, that, even if he ſhould 
have the happineſs to engage my affections, bis fortune 
was too inconſiderable to ſupport us againſt the efforty 
» ſhould he attempt to interrupt our feli- 
city, and that he himſelf was obliged to follow the mo- 
tions of the army. In ſhort, he Remed to conſider my 
felicity more than his own, and behaved with ſuch de- 
licacy as gradually made an impreſſion on my heart; fo 
that, when we parted, we agreed to renew our corre- 
ſpondence in England. 

In the midſt of theſe agreeable amuſements, which TI 
enjoyed in almoſt all the different towns of Flanders, I 
happened to be at Ghent one day, fitting among a good 
deal of company in one of their hotels, when a poſt- 
chaiſe ſtopped at the gate; upon which we went to the 
windows to ſatisfy our curioſity, when who ſhould | 
out of the convenience but my little inſignificant lord. 
I no ſooner announced him to the company, than all the 


. gentlemen aſked, whether they ſhould ſtay and protect 


me, or withdraw? and when I aſſured them, that their 
protection was not neceſſary, one and all of them reti- 
red ; though Lord R M went no farther than 
the parlour-window, being determined to ſcreen me 
againſt all violence and compulſion. I ſent a meflage to 
my lord, deſiring him to walk up into my apartment; 
but, although his ſole errand was to ſee and carry me 
off, he would not venture to accept af my invitation till 
he. had demand@d me in form from the governor of the 
lace. 

. That gentleman, being altogether a ſtranger to his 
perſon and character, referred him to the commanding 
officer of the Engliſh troops, who was a man of hu- 
mour, and, upon his .lordſhip's application, pretended 
to doubt. his identity, obſerving, that he had always 
heard Lord repreſented as a jolly corpulent man. 
He gave him to underſtand, however, that, even grant- 
ing him to be the perſon, I was by no means ſubject to 
military law, unleſs he could prove, that I had ever liſted 
in his Majeſty's ſervice, | | | 

| Thus 
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Thus diſappointed in his endeavours, he returned to 
the ina, and, with much perſuaſion, truſted himſelf in 
my dining-room, after having ſtationed his attendant 
at the door, in-caſe of accidents, When 1 aſked, what 
had procured me the honour of this viſit, he told me, 
his buſineſs and intention were to carry me home. This 
declaration produced a conference, in which I argued 
the caſe with him ; and matters were accominodated for 


the preſent, by my promiſing to be in England ſome 


time in September, on condition*that he would permit 
me to live by myſelf. as before, and immediately order 


the arrears of my pin-money to be paid, He aſſented 


to every thing I propoſed, returned in peace to his own 
country, and the deticiencies of my allowance were made 
good; while | returned to Bruſſels, where I Raid until 
my departure for- England, which I regulated in ſuch 
a manner as was confiltent with my engagement. 

I took lodgings in Pall-mall, and, ſending for my 
lord, convinced him of my punctuality, and put him in 
mind of his promiſe, when, to my utter aſtoniſhinent 
and confuſion, he owned, that his promiſe was no more 
than a decoy to bring me over, and that I mult lay my 
account with living in his houſe like a dutiful and obe- 


dient wife. I' kear& him with the indignation ſuch 


treatment deſerved, upbzaiding him with his perlidious 
dealing, which I told him would have determined me 


againſt cobabitacion with him, had 1 not been already 


reſolved ; and, being deltitute of all reſource, repaired 


and 
Mr. R „two gentlemen who had been my fellow- 


paſſengers in the yacht from Flanders, and treated me 
'with great friendihip and politeneſs, without either talk- 


ing or thinking of love. 

With theſe. gentlemen, who were as idle as myſelf, 
I went.. to the Jubilee at Preſton, which was no other 
than a great number of people afſembled in a ſmall town, 
extremely ill accommodated, to partake of diverſions 


that were bad imitations of plays, concerts, and maſ- 
querades. If the world ſhould place, to the aceount of 


my indiſcretion, my travelling in this manner with 


gentlemen to whom I had no particular attachment, ler 
it alto. be cenfidered, as an alleviation, that I always 
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where we were, found me almoſt ſuffocated with . 


lived in terror of my lord, and conſequently was often 
obliged to ſhift my quarters; ſo that, my finances bein 
extremely ſlender, 1 ſtood the more in need of aſſiſtance 
and protection. I was beſides young, inconſiderate, and 
ſo ſimple as to ſuppoſe the figure of an ugly man would 
always ſecure me from cenſure on his account: neither 
did I ever dream of any man's addreſſes until he made 
an actual declaration of his love. 

Upon my return to Bath I was again haraſſed by 
Lord ——, who came thither accompanied by my fa- 
ther, whom I was very glad to ſee, though he impor- 
tuned me to comply with my buſband's defire, and for 
the future keep meaſures with the world. This remon- 
{trance about living with my lord, which Le conftantly 
repeated, was the only inſtance of his unkindneſs which 
I ever felt. But all his admonitions were not of force 
ſufficient to ſhake my reſolution in that particular, 
though the debate continued to late, that I told his 
lordſhip it was high time to retire; for I could not ac- 
commodate him with a bed. He then gave me to un- 


derſtand, that he would ſtay where he was; upon which 


my father took his leave, on pretence of looking out for 


a lodging for himſelf, 

The little gentleman, being now left tete d tate with 
me, began to diſcover ſome ſigns of apprehenſion in his 
looks; but, muſtering up all his reſolution, he went to 
the door, called up three of his ſervants, whom he pla- 
ced as centinels upon the ſtair, and flounced into my 
elbow-chair, where he reſigned himſelf to reſt. Intend- 
ing to go to bed, I thought it was but juſt and dgcent 
that I ſhould ſcreen myſelf from the intruſion of his 
footmen, and with that view bolted the door. Lord 
„hearing himſelf locked in, ſtarted up in the ut- 
molt terror and conſternation, kicked the door with his 
heel, and ſcreamed aloud as if he had been in the hands 
of an aſſaſſin, My father, who had not,yet quitted the 


| houſe, hearing theſe outcries, ran up flairs again, and, 


coming through my bed-chamber into the dining-room 


ter, and his heroic ſon-in-law ſtaring like one who 
loſt his wits, with his hair ftandiag on end. | 
When my father aſked the meaning of his exclama-. 

„tions, 


ad 
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© tions, he told him with all the ſymptoms cf diſmay, that 
I had locked him in, and he did not underitand ſuch 
« uſage : but I explained the whole myſtery, by ſaying, 
I had bolted the door, becauſe I did not like the com- 
* 'pany of his ſervants, and could not imagine the cauſe of 
* his panie, unleſs he thought I deligned to raviſh him; 
dan inſult, than which nothing was farther from my in— 
© tention. My father himſelf could ſcarce refrain from 
* Jaughing at his ridiculous fear; but, ſceing him in great 
© confuſion, took pity on his condition, and carried him 
© off to his own lodgings, after I had given my word, that 
I would not attempt to eſcape, but give him audience 
next morning. 1 accordingly kept my promiſe, aud 
found means to perſuade them to leave me at my own 
diſcretion. Next day I was rallied upon the ftratagem 
© | had contrived to frighten Lord „and a thoujand 
idle ſtories were told about this adventure, which hap- 
pened literally as I have related it. | 

From Bath I betook myſelf to a ſmall houſe near 
Lincoln, which I had hired of the D-— of A-—, be- 
cauſe a country life ſurted-belt with my income, which 
was no more than four hundred pounds a year, and that 
not well paid. I continued ſome months in this retire- 
ment, and faw no company, except Lord R-— M-—, 
who lived in.the neighbourhood, and viſited me twice; 
till finding myſelf indiſpoſed, I was obliged to remove 
to London, and took lodgings in Maddox -ftreet, where 
my garriſon was taken by ſtorm, by my lord and his 
ſte ward, reinforced by Mr. L-— V-—, (who, as my 
jord told me, had a ſubſidy of five and twenty pounds, 
before he would take the field) and a couple of hardy 
footmen. This formidable band ruſhed into my apart» - 
ment, laid violent hands upon me, dragged me down 
ſtairs without gloves or a cloak, and thruſting me into 
a coach that ſtood at the door, conveyed me to my 
lord's lodgings in Gloueeſter- ſtreet. 

* Upon this eccaſion, his lord{hip -conrageouſly drew 
his ſword upon my woman, Who attempted to defend 
me from his inſults, and, in all-prohability, . would have 
intimidated him from proceeding ; for he looked pale 
and aghaſt, bis knees knocked together, and he breathed . 
' thick and hard, with. his noſtrils dilated, as if he had 
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ſeen a ghoſt. But he was encouraged by his merce- 
nary aſſociate, who, ſor the five and twenty pounds, 
ſtood by him in the day of trouble, and ſpirited him on 
to this gallant enterprize. | 

In conſequence of this exploit, I was cooped up in 
a paultry apartment in Glouceſter- ſtreet, where I was 
cloſe beſet by his Lordſhip, and his worthy ſteward Mr, 
H „with a ſet of ſervants that were the creatures 
of this fellow, of whom Lord himſelf ſtood in awe ; 
ſo that I could not help thiaking myſelf in Newgate, 
among thieves and ruffians To Toch a degree did my 
terror prevail, that I actually believed 1 was in danger of 
being poiſoned, and would not receive any ſuſtenance, 
except from the hands of one harmleſs looking fellow, 
a foreigner, who was my Jord's valet de chambre. I 
will not pretend to ſay my fears were juſt ; but ſuch 
was my opinion of H—n, that I never doubted he 
would put me out of the way, if he thought my life 
interfered with his intereſt. ; 
On the ſecond day of my impriſonment, I was viſited 
by the duke of L , a friend of my lord, who. 
found me ſitting upon a trunk, in a poor little dining- 
room filled "ah lumber, and lighted with two bits of 


tallow candle, which had been left over night. He 


perceived in my countenance a mixture of rage, indig- 
nation, terror aud deſpair: he compaſſionated my ſuf- 
ferings, though he could not alleviate my diſtreſs, any 
other way than by interceding with my tyrant to miti- 
gate my oppreſſion. Nevertheleſs, I remained eleven. 
days in this uncomfortable ſituation: I was watched-like 
a criminal all day, and one of the ſervants walked from 
one room to another all night, in the nature of a pa- 
trole ; while my lord, who lay in the chamber above 
me, got out of bed, and tripp'd to the window, at the 
ſound of every coach that chanced ta paſs through the 
ſtreet. H n, who was conſummate in the arts of a 
ſycophant, began to court my favour, by condoling my 
affliction, and aſſuring me, that the only method by 
which I could regain my liberty, wag a cheerful com- 
pliance with the e ke of my lord. I was fully eon- 


vinced of the truth of this obſervation; and though my 
temper is altogether averſe to diſſimulation, attempted 
* to 


ee 
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to affect an air of ſerenity and refrgnation. But this 
diſguiſe, 1 found, would not anſwer my purpoſe ; and 
therefore I had recourſe to the aſſiſtance of my maid, 
who was permitted to attend me in my confinement. 
With her I frequently conſulted about the means of ac- 
compliſhing my eſcape. In conſequence of our deli- 
berations, ſhe directed a coach and ſix to be ready at a 
certain part of the town, and to- wait for me three days 
in the ſame place, in caſe I could not come before the 
expiration of that term. 

© This previous meaſure being taken according to my 
inſtructions, the next neceſſary ſtep was to * the 


** 


vigilance of my 2 and in this manner did I effee- 
fe 


tuate my purpoſe. Being by this time indulged in the 
liberty of going out in the coach, for the benefit of the- 
air, attended by two foutmen, who had. orders to 
watch all my motions, I made uſe of this privilege one 
forenoon, when Lord expected ſome company to 


dinner, and bade the coachman drive to the lodgings of 
a man who wrote with his mouth, intending to give my 


ſpies the ſlip, on pretence of ſeeing this curioſity : but 
they were,too alert in their duty to be thus outwitted, 
and followed me up ſtairs into the very apartment. 
* Diſappointed in this hope, I revolved another ſcheme 
which was attended with ſucceſs : J bought ſome olives 
at an oil-ſhop; and telling the ſervants J would proceed 
to St. James s gate, and take a turn in the park, broke 
one of the bottles by the way, complained of the mis— 
fortune when I was ſet down, and deſired that my. 
coach might be cleaned before my return While my 
attendants were employed in this office, I tripp'd a- 
croſs the parade to the Horſe Guards, and chanced to 
meet with an acquaintance in the park, who ſaid, he 
ſaw by my countenance that I was upon ſome expedi- 
tion. I owned his ſuppolition was juſt ; but, as I had 
not time to relate particulars, I quickened my pace, and 
taok poſſeſſion of a hackney- coach, in which I proceed- 
ed to the vehicle which I had appointed to be in wait- 
ing. 1 
* While I thus compaſſed my eſcape, there was no- 
thing but perplexity and confuſion at home; dinner was 
delayed till fix o'clock; my lord ran half the town over 
in 
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in queſt of his equipage, which at laſt returned, with 
an account of my elopement. My maid was brought 
to the queſtion, and *grievouſly threatenech but (like 


all the women Lever had) remained unſhaken in her fi- 


delitg. In the mean time, I travelled night and day 


towards my retreat in Lincolnſhire, of which his Jord- 
ſhip had not, as yet, got the teaſt intelligence; and as 
my coachman was but an unexperienced driver, I was 
'obliged to make ufe of -my own fkHll in that exerciſe, 
and direct his endeavours the whole way, without ven- 
turing to go to bed, or take the leaſt repoſe, until 1 
reached my own habitation. 'There-I- lived in peace 
and tranquillity for the ſpace of fix weeks, when I 


was alarmed by one of my lord's myrmidons, who 


came into the neighbourhood, bluſtering and ſwearing 


that he would carry me off, either dead or alive: 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that JI was perfectly eaſy 
when I was made acquainted with his purpoſe and de- 


claration, as my whole family conſiſted of no more than 


a couple of women and one footman. However, I ſum- 
moned up my courage, which had been often tried, and 


never forſook me in the day of danger; and ſent him 
word, that, if ever he ſhould preſume to approach my 


houſe, I would order him to be ſhot without ceremony. 
"The fellow did not chuſe to put me to the trial, aud 
returned to town without his errand. + But, as the place 


of my abode was now Gifcovered, I laid my account 


with having a viſit from his employer: I therefore plant-" 


ed ſpies upon the road, with a promiſe of reward to him 


who ſhould bring me the firſt intelligence of his lord- 


ſhip's approach. 


* Accordingly I was one morning apprized of his com- 


ing, and mounting horſe immediately, with my woman 


and valet, away we rode in defiance of winter. In two 
days I traverſed the wilds of. Lincolnſhire and hundreds 


— 


of Eſſex, croſſed the river at Tilbury, breakfaſted at 


Chatham, by the help of a guide and moon: light arrived 


at Dover the ſame evening, embarked lor Calais, in 
which place I found myſelf next day at two o'clock in 


the afternoon, and, being heartily tired with my jour- 


ney, betook myſelf to reſt. My maid, who was not able 


to travel with ſuch expedition, followed me at an eaſter 
pace, 
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pace, and the footman was ſo aſtouiſhed at my p&eve- 
rance, that he could not help aſking upon the road, if 
ever I was weary in my life. Certain it is, my ſpirits 
and] reſolution have enabled me to undergo fatigues that 
are aimoſt incredible. From Calais L went to Bruſſels, 
where I aguin ſet up my re{t in private lodgings, was 
again perfectly well received by the faſhionable people 
of that place, and by the intereſt of my friends obtain— 
ed the queen of Hungary's protection againſt the perſe— 
cution of my haſband, while I ſhould refide in the Au- 
itrian Nethe: lands. 
Thus lecured, 1 hved uncenfured, converting with the 
Englith company with which this city was crowded, 
but ſpent the moit agreeable part of my time with the 
counteſs of Calemberg, in whole houſe I generally dined 
and ſupped, and I alſo contracted an intimacy with the 
princes of Chemay, who was a great favourite with 
Madam D' Harrach the governor's lady. 
© I had not been long in this happy ſituation, when 1 
was dilturbed by the arrival of Lord „who de- 
manded me of the governor ; but, finding me ſheltered 
from his power, he ſet out for Vienna, and in conſe- 
quence of his repreſentations, ſtrengthened with the 
duke of N 's name, my protection was withdrawn. 
But, before this application, he had gone to the camp, 
and addreſſed himſelf to my Lord Stair, who was my 
particular friend and ally by my firſt marriage, deſiring 
he would compel me to return to his houſe. His lord- 
ſhip told him, that I was in no ſhape ſubject to bis com- 
mand, but invited him to dinner, with a view of divert- 
ing himſelf and company at the expence of his gueſt. 
In the evening he was plied with ſo many bumpers to 
my health, that he became intoxicated and extremely 
obſtreperous, infiited upon ſeeing Lord Stair after he 
was retired to reſt, and quarrelled with Lord H _ 
who, being a tall, large, raw-boned Scotchman, could 
have ſwallowed him at one mouthful; but he thought 
he might venture to challenge him, in hopes of being 
put u Her arreſt by the general; though he reckoned 
without his holt: Lord Stair knew his diſpoſition, and, 
in order to puniſh his preſumption, winked at the affair. 
The challenger, finding himſelf midaken in his conjee— 
ture, 
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ture, got up early in the morning, and went off poſt for 
Vienna; and Lord Stair defired a certain man of qua- 
lity to make me a vilit, and give me an account of his 
behaviour. | 
Being now deprived of my protection, and pin- money, 
which my generous huſband would no longer pay, I 
was reduced to great difficulty and diſtreſs. The Duteh- 
eſs D*Aremberg, Lord G, and many other perſons 
of diſtinction, interceded in my behalf with his Majeſty, 
who was then abroad; but he refuſed to interpoſe be- 
tween man and wife, The Counteſs of Calember 
wrote a letter to my father, in which fhe W 
my uncomfortable ſituation, and undertook to anſwer 
for my conduct, in caſe he would allow me a ſmall an- 
nuity, on which I could live independent of Lord —,, 
who, by all accounts, was a wretch with whom I could 
never enjoy the ſeaſt happineſs-or. quiet; . otherwiſe ſhe 
would be the tirit to adviſe me. to an accommodation: 
She gave him to underitand, that her character was 


neither doubtful nor obſcure, and that, if my conduct 
there had not been irreproachable, ſhe ſhould not have 
taken me under her protection; that, as I propoſed to 
board in a convent, a ſmall ſum would anſwer my occa- 


ſions, but, if that ſhould be denied, I would. actually go 


to ſervice, or. take ſome other deſperate ſtep, to avoid. 


the man who was my bane aud averſion. 


© To this kind remonſtrance my father anſwered, that 
his fortune would not allow him to afliſt me; he had 
now a young family, and that I ought, at all events, to 
return to my huſband, By this time ſuch was the ex» 


' tremity of my circumſtances, that I was forced to pawn 
my clothes and every trifling trinket in my poſſeſſion, 


and even to deſcend ſo far as to ſolicit Mr. S for a 


loan of fifty pounds, which he refuſed. 


„Thus was I-deſerted in my diſtreſs by two perſons, - 


to whom, in the ſeaſon of my. affluence, my purſe had 
been always: open. Nothing ſo. effectually ſubdues a 
ſpirit unuſed to ſupplicate as want: repulſed in this 
manner, I had recourſe to Lord | 
ſcems) unable to relieve my neceſſities. This mortifica- 
tion I deſerved at his hands, though he had once put it 

in my_power to be above all luck paltry applications; . 
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and I ſhould not have been compelled to the diſagrec- 
able taſk of troubling my friends, had not I voluntarily 
reſigned what he formerly gave me, As to the other 
gentleman to whom I addreſſed myſelf on this occaſion, 
| think he might have ſhewn more regard to my ſitua- 
tion, not only for the reatons already mentioned, but 
becauſe he knew me too well to be ignorant of what I 
muſt have ſuffered in condeſcending to make ſuch a re- 
queſt. | 

Several officers, who gueſſed my adverfity, generouſly 
offered to ſupply me with money ; but I could not bring 
myſelf to make uſe of their friendſhip, or even to own 
my diſtreſs except to one perſon, of whom I borrowed 
a ſmall ſum. To crown my misfortunes, I was taken 
very ill at a time when there was no other way of avoid- 
ing the clutches of my perſecutor but by a precipitate 
flight. In this emergency 1 applied to a worthy gen- 
tleman at Bruſſels, a very good friend of mine, but no 
lover. I fay no lover, hecauſe every man is ſuppoſed to 
act in that capacity who befriends a young woman in 
diſtreſs. This generous Fleming fet out with me in the 
night from Bruſſels, and conducted me to the frontiers 
of France. Being very much indiſpoſed both in mind 
and body when I was obliged to undertake this expedi- 
tion, I ſhould, in all probability, have ſunk under the 
fatigue of travelling, had not my ſpirits been kept up 
by the converſation of my companion, who was a man 
of buſineſs and conſequence, and undertook to manage 
my affairs in ſuch a manner as would enable me to re- 
eſtabliſh my reſidence in the place I had left. He was 
young and active, attended me with the utmoſt care 
and aſſiduity, and left nothing undone which he thought 
would contribute to my eaſe and ſatisfaction. I believe 
bis friendſbip for me was a little tinctured with another 
paſſion 3 but he was married, and lived very well with 
his wife, who was alſo my friend; ſo that he knew I 
would never think of him in the light of a lover. 
Upon our arrival at Valenciennes he accommodated 
me with a little money, (for a little was all 4 would 
take), and returned to his own city, after we had ſet- 
tled a correſpondence by letters. I was detained a day 


or two in this place by my indiſpoſition, which increa- 
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ſed, but nevertheleſs proceeded to Paris to make interelt 
for a protection from the king of France, which that 
monarch graciouſly afforded me in three days after my 
firſt application; and his miniſter ſent orders to all tle 
governors and attendants of the province towns, to pro- 
tect me againſt the efforts of Lord in whatever 
place I ſhould chuſe to refide. 

* Having returned my thanks at Verſailles for this fa- 
vour, and tarried a few days ar Paris, which was a place 


*altogether unſuitable to the low ebb of my fortune, [ 


repaired to Liſle, where | intended to fix my habita- 
tion; and there my diſorder recurred with ſuch violence, 
that I was obliged to ſend for a phyſician, who ſeemed 
to have been a diſciple of Sangrado; for he ſcarce left 
a drop of blood in my body, and yet I found myſelf ne- 
ver a whit the better. Indeed I was fo much exhauſted 
by theſe evacuations, and my conſtitution ſo much im- 
paired by fatigue and perturbation of mind, that I had 
no other hope of recovering but that of reaching Eng- 
land, and putting myſelf under the direction of a phy- 
fician on whoſe ability I could depend. 
With this doubtful proſpe&, therefore, I determined 
to attempt a return to my native air, and actually de- 
parted from Liſle in ſuch a melancholy enfeebled condi- 
tion, that I had almoſt fainted when 1-was put into the 
coach. But, before I refolved upon this journey, I was 
reduced to the utmoſt exigence of fortune; ſo that I 
could ſcarce afford to buy proviſions, had it been in my 
power to eat, and ſhould not have been able to defray 
my travelling expences, had I not been generouſly be- 
friended by Lord R M „ who (I am ſure) 
would bave done any thing for my eaſe and accommo- 
dation, though he has unjuſtly incurred the imputation 
of being parſimonious; and I had no reaſon to expect 
any ſuch favour at his hands. 
© In this deplorable ſtate of health I was conveyed to 
Calais, being all the way (as it were) in the arms of 
death. without having ſwallowed the leaſt ſuſtenance on 
the road. So much was my indiſpoſition augmented by 
the fatrgue of the journey, that 1 ſwooned when I was 
brought into the inn, and had almoſt expired before E 
could receive the leaſt aſſiſtance or advice: however, my 
1 + ſpirits 
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ſpirits were a little revived by ſome bread and wine, 
which I took at the perſuaſion of a French ſurgeon, 
who, chancing to paſs by the door, was called up to my 
relief. Having ſent my ſervant to Bruſſels to take care 
of my clothes, I embarked in the packet boat, and, by 
that time we arrived at Dover, was almoſt in extremity. 
Here I found a return coach, in which I was carried 
to London, and was put to bed in the houſe where we 
put up, more dead than alive. The people of the inn 
ſent for an apothecary, who adminiſtered ſome cordial 
that recalled me to life; and when I recovered the uſe 
of fpeech, I told him who I was, and deſired him to 
wait upon Dr. 8 and inform him of my ſituation, 
A young girl, who was niece to the landlord's wife, 
ſeeing me unattended, made a tender of her ſervice to 
me, and I accepted the offer, as well as of a lodging 
in the apothecary's houſe, to which I was conveyed as 
ſoon as my ſtrength would admit of my removal. Ther: 
I was viſited by my phyſician, who was {hocked to find 
me in ſuch a dangerous condition: however, havin 
conſidered my caſe, he perceived, that my indiſpoſition 
proceeded from the calamities I had undergone, and en- 
couraged me with the hope of a ſpeedy cure, provided 
I could be kept eaſy and undiſturbed. 

I was accordingly attended with all imaginable care, 
my lord's name being never meationed in my hearing, 
becauſe I conſidered him as the fatal ſource of all my 
misfortunes ; and in a month I recovered my health by 
the great ſkill and tenderneſs of my doctor, who, now 
finding me ſtrong enough to encounter freſh troubles, 
endeavoured to perſuade me, that it would be my wiſeſt 
ſtep to return to my huſband, whom, at that time, he 
had often occaſion to ſee. But I rejected his propoſal, 
commenced a new law-ſuit for ſeparation, and took a 
ſmall houſe in St. James's Square. 

About this time my woman returned from Bruſſels, 
but without my clothes, which were detained on ac- 
count of the money I owed in that place; and, aſkin 
her diſmiſſion from my ſervice, ſet up ſhop for herſelf 
I had not lived many weeks in my new habitation, when 
my perſecutor renewed his attempts to make himſelf 
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to redouble my vigilance, and he was fruſtrated in all 
his endeavours. I was again happy in the converſation 
of my former acquaintance, and viſited by a great num- 
ber of rigid 0-6 moſtly perſons of probity and ſenſe, 
who cultivated my friendſhip, without any other motive 
of attachment. Not that I was unſolicited on the arti- 
cles of love: that was a theme on which I never wanted 
orators; and, could I have prevailed upon myſelf to 
profit by the advances that were made, I might have 
managed my opportunities ſo as to have ſet fortune at 
defiance for the future: but I was none of thoſe econo- 
miſts, who can ſacrifice their hearts to intereſted confi- 
derations. 

One evening, while I was converſing with three or 
four of my friends, my lawyer came in, and told me he 
had ſomething of conſequence to impart ; (upon which 
all the gentlemen but one went away); then gave me 
to underſtand, that my ſuit would immediately come to 
trial, and, though he hoped the beſt, the iſſue was un- 
certain; that, ibn ſhould be given againſt me, the de- 
cihon would inſpire my lord with freſh ſpirits to diſturb 
my peace; and therefore it would be convenient for me 
to retire, until the affair ſhould be brought to a deter- 
mination, 

I was very much diſconcerted at this intelligence; 
and the gentleman who ſtaid, perceiving my concern, 
aſked what I intended to do, er if he could ſerve me in 
any ſhape, and deſired to know, whither I propoſed to 
retreat? ] affected to laugh, and anſwered, © To a gar- 
ret, I believe.“ To this over-{trained raillery he re- 


plied, that, if I ſhould, his friendſhip and regard would 


bnd the way to my apartment; and I had no reaſon to 
doubt the fincerity of his -declaration. We conſulted 
about the meaſures I ſhould take, and I determined to 
remove into the country, where I was ſoon favoured 


with a letter from him, wherein he expreſſed the infinite 


pleaſure he had in being able to aſſure me, that my ſuit 


had been ſucceſsful, and that I might appear again with 


great ſafety. 

* Accordingly I returned to town in his coach and fix, 
which he had ſent for my convenience, and the ſame 
evening went with him to the maſquerade, where we 


paſſed 


— — 
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© paſſed the night very agreeably, his ſpirits as well a 
© mine being elevated to a joyous pitch by the happy even 

« of my proceſs. This gentleman was a perſon of great 
« honour, worth, and good- nature; he loved me extreme- 
© ly, but did not care that I ſhould know the extent of 
© his paſſion: oa the contrary, he endeavoured to perſuade 
* me, he had laid it down as a maxim, that no woman 
© ſhould ever have power enough over his heart, to give 
him the leaſt pain or diſquiet. In ſhort, he had made a 
« progreſs into my affection, and to his generofity was I 
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indebted for my ſubſiſtence two whole years, during 
which he was continually profeſſing this philoſophic in— 
difference, while at the ſame time he was giving me daily 
aſſurances of his friendſhip and eſteem, and treating me 
with inceſſant marks of the moſt paſſionate love; ſo that 
I concluded his intention was cold, though his temper: 
was warm. Conkhdering myſelf as au iucumbrance upon 
his fortune, I redoubled my endeavours to obtain-a ſe- 
parate maintenance from my lord, and removed from 
© St. James's Square to lodgings at Kenüngton, where I. 
© had not long enjoyed myſelf in tranquillity, before it was. 
© interrupted by a very unexpected vilit. | 
© While 1 was buſy one day drefiing in my dining- room, 
© I found his lordihip at my. elbow before 1 was aware of 
his approach, although his coach was at the door, and 
the houſe already in the poſſeſſion of his, ſervants. He 
- accoſted me in the-uſual ttyle, as-if we had parted the 
night before, and J anſwered: him with an appearance. 
of the ſame careleſs familiarity, deliring him to (it 
down, while I retreated to my chamber, locked tl 
door, and fairly went to bed, being perhaps the fir {l 
woman who went thither for protection from the inſults 
of a man, Here then I immured myſelf with my faith- 
ful. Abigail. My lord, finding me ſecured, . knocked at. 
'the door, and turough the key-hole begged to be ad- 
mitted, aſſuring me, that all he wanted was a conference. 
I defired to be excufed, though I believed his aſſurance; 
but I had no inclination to converſe with him, bccauſe 
I knew from experience the nature of his converſation, 
which was ſo diſegreeable and tormenting, that I would 
have E it at any time for a good beating, and 
thought myſelf a gainer by the bargain. However, he. 
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perſiſted in his importunities to ſuch a degree, that 1 
allented to his propoſal, on condition that the duke of 
L—— ſhould be preſent at the interview; and he im- 
mediately ſent a meſſage to his grace, while J in peace 
ate my breaxfaſt, conveyed in a baſket, which was 
noiſted up to the window of my bedchamber. 
* The duke was ſo kind as to come at my lord's re- 
queit, and, before | would open the door, gave me his 
word, that I ſhould be protected from all violence and 
compulſion. Thus aſſured, they were permitted to en- 
ter. My little gentleman, fitting down by my bed-fide, 
began to repeat the old hackneyed arguments he had 
formerly uſed, with the. view of inducing me to live with 
him; and 1, on my fide, repeated my former objections, 
or pretended to liſten to his repreſentations, while my 
imagination was employed in contriving. the means of 
effecting au eſcape, as the duke cafily perceived by my 
COUNtenance. 
© Finding all his remonſtrances ineffeQua], he quitted 
the chamber, and left his cauſe to the eloquence of his 
grace, who ſat with me a whole half-hour, without ex- 
erting himſelf much in behalf of his client, becauſe he 
knew I was altogether obſtinate and determined on that 
ſcore; but joked upon the behaviour of his lordſhip, 
who (though jealous of moſt people) had left him alone 
with me in my bedchamber, obſerving, that he muſt 
either have great confidence in his virtue, or a very bad 
opinion of him otherwiſe. In ſhort, I found means to 
defer the categorical anſwer till next day, and invited 
the duke and his lordſhip to dine with me to-morrow. 
My wiſe yokefellow ſeemed to doubt the ſincerity of his 
invitation, and was very much. diſpoſed to keep poſſeſ- 
hon of my houſe : but by the perſuaſions of his grace, 
and the advice of H n who was his chief counſellor 
and back, he was prevailed upon to take iny word, and 
for the preſent left me. 
They were no fooner retired, than I roſe with great 
expedition, packed up my clothes, and took ſhelter in 
Eff-x for the tirſt time, Next day my lord and his no- 
ble friend came to dinner according to appointment; 
and Leing informed of my eſcape by my woman, whom 
] had left in the houſe, his lordfhip diſcovered ſome 
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ſigns of diſcontent, and inſiſted upon ſeeing my papers; 
upon which my maid produced a parcel of bills which I 
owed to different people. Notwithſtanding this diſap- 


pointment, he ſat down to what,was provided for din- 
ner, and with gn deliberation ate up a leg of lamb, - 


the beſt part of a fowl, and ſomething elſe which | do 


not now remember, and then very peaceably went away, 


giving my maid an opportunity,of following me to the 
place of my retreat. 


My intention was to have ſought refuge, as formerly, 


in another country; but I was prevented from putting 
g which 
I was vitited by my phyſician and ſome of my own re- 
lations, particularly a diſtant couſin of mine, whom my 


lord had engaged in his intereſts by promihng to re- 


compence her amply, if ſhe could perſuade me to com- 


ply with his defire. In this office ſhe was afbiited by the 
doctor, who was my friend, and a man of ſenſe, for 
whom I have the molt perfect eſteem, though he and 1 


have often differed in point of opinion. In a word I was ' 


expoſed to the inceſſant importunities of all my acquaint - 
ance, which, added to the-deſperate circumlitances of my 
fortune, compelled me to embrace the terms that were 


offered, and I again- returned to the domeltic duties of 


a wife 


I was conducted to my lord's houſe by an old friend 


of mine, a gentleman turned of fifty, of admirable parts 


and underſtanding; he was a pleaſing companion, cheer- 
ful and hamane, and had acquired a great ſhare of my 


eſteem and reſpect. In a word, his advice had great 
a op in my deliberations, becauſe it ſeemed to be the 
t of experience and diſintereſted friend{hip. - Withe - 


reſu 


out all doubt he had an unfeigned concern for my wel- 


fare; but, being an admirable politician, bis ſcheme was 


to make my intereſt coincide with his own inclinations; . 


for | had unwittingly made an innovation upon his 
heart, and, as he thought I ſhould hardly favour his 


paſſion while I was at liberty to converſe with the reſt - 


of my admirers, he counſelled me to ſurrender-that free- 
dom, well knowing, that my lord would be eaſily per. 


ſuaded to baniſh all his rivals from the houſe; in which - 


caſe he did not doubt of his being able to infinuate him- 
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ſelf into my affections, becauſe he laid it down as an 
eternal truth, that, if any two perſons of different ſexes 
were obliged, to live together in a deſert, where they 
would be excluded from all other human intercourſe, 
they would naturally and inevitably contract an inclina- 
tion for each other. 

Ho juſt this hypotheſis may be, I leave to the de- 
termination of the curious, though, if I may be allow- 
ed to judge from my own diſpoſition, a couple ſo ſitu- 
ated would be apt to imbibe mutual diſguſts from the 
nature and neceſſity of their union, unleſs their aſſocia- 
tion was at firſt the effect of reciprocal affection and 
eſteem. Be this as it will, J honour the gentleman for 
his plan, which was ingeniouſſy contrived, and artfully 
conducted; but I happened to have too much addreſs 
for him in the ſequel, cunning as he was, though at 
firſt I did not perceive his drift, and his lordſhip was 
much leſs likely to comprehend his meaning. 

* Immediately after this new accommodation I was 
carried to a country-houſe belonging to my lord, and 
was fimple enough to venture myſelf (unattended by any 
ſervant on whoſe integrity I could depend) in the hands 
of his lordſhip and fi n, whoſe villainy I always 
dreaded, thovgh at this time my apprehenſions were 
confiderably increaſed by recollecting, that it was not 
his intereſt to let me live in the houſe, leſt his conduct 
ſhould be inquired into, and by remembering, that the 
very houſe to which we were going had been twice 
burnt down in a very ſhort ſpace of time, not without 
ſuſpicion of his having been the incendiary, on account 
of ſure box of veritings, which was loſt in the confla- 
oration, True it is, this imputation was never made 
good; and perhaps he was altogether innocent of the 
charge, which nevertheleſs affected my ſpirits in ſuch a 
manner as rendered me the moſt miſerable of all mor- 
tals. In this terror did 1 remain till my conſternation 
was weakened by the arrival of Mr. 3821 , a good- 
natured worthy man whom my lord had invited to his 


houſe, and 1 thought would not ſee me ill uſed. Ina 


few weeks we were joined by Dr. 5 and his lady, 
who vifited us according to their promiſe ; and it was 
reſolved, that we out? ſet out for Tunbridge on a 


party 
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party of pleaſure, and at our return examine H 
accounts. | 

This laſt part of our ſcheme was not at all reliſhed by 
our worthy ſteward, who therefore determined to over- 
turn our whole plan, and ſucceeded accordingly. My 
lord, all of a ſudden, declared himſelf againſt the jaunt 
we had projected, and inſiſted upon my ſtaying at home, 
without alligning any reaſon for this peremptory be- 
haviour, his conntenance being cloudy, and for the. 
ſpace of three days he did not open his mouth. 

At laſt he one night entered my bedchamber, to 
which he now had free acceſs, with his ſword under his 
arm, and, if I remember right, it was ready drawn. I 


n's 


could not help taking notice of this alarming circum- 


ſtance, which ſhocked me the more, as it happened im- 
mediately after a gloomy fit of diſcontent. However, I 
ſeemed- to overlook the incident, and, diſmiſſing my 
maid,. went to bed, becaufe I was aſhamed to acknow- 
ledge, even to my own heart, any dread of a perſon 
whom I deſpiſed ſo much. However, the ſtrength of 
my conſtitution was not equal to the fortitude of my 


mind: | was taken ill, and the ſervants were obliged to 


be called up, while my lord himſelf, terrißed at my 
ſituation, ran up ſtairs to Mrs. 5 who was in bed, 
told her with evident perturbation of ſpirits, that I was 
very much indiſpoſed, and ſaid, he believed I was 
frighted by his entering my chamber with his ſword in 
hand, | 


This lady was ſo ſtartled at his information, that ſhe 
ran into my apartment half-naked, and, as ſhe went 


down ftairs, aſked what realon could induce him to have 
carricd his ſword with him? upon which he gave her to 
underſtand, that his intention was to kill the bats. I 
believe and hope he had no other as 4 than that of in- 
timidating me; but, when the affair happened, I was of 
a different opinion. Mrs. 8 : having put on her 
clothes, ſat up all night by my bed- ſide, and was ſo good 
as to aſſure me, that ſhe would not leave me until I 
ſhould be ſafcly delivered from the apprehenſions that 
ſurrounded me in this houſe, to which ſhe and the doc- 
tor had been the principal cauſe of my coming; for my 
lord had haunted and importuned them inceſſantly.on 


* this 
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this ſubject, proteſting that he loved me with the moſt 
inviolable affection; and all he defired was, that 1 
would ſit at his table, manage his family, and ſhare his 
fortune. By theſe profeſſions, uttered with an air of 
honeſty and good nature, he had impoſed himſelf upon 
them, for the beſt tempered creature upon earth; and 
they uſed all their influence with me to take him into 
favour. This hath been the caſe with a great man 

people who had but a ſuperficial knowledge of his ai. 
poſition ; but in the courſe of their acquaintance they 


- have never failed to diſcern and acknowledge their mi- 


ſtake. 


* The doctor on his return from Tunbridge, to which 


place he had made a trip by himſelf, found me ill a- 


bed, and the whole family in confuſion : ſurprized and 
concerned at this diſorder, he entered into expoſtulation 
with my lord, who owned, that the cauſe of bis diſplea— 
ſure and diſquiet was no other than jealouſy : H— had 
informed bim, that I had been ſeen to walk out with 
Mr. Bal— in a morning; and that our correſpondence 
had been obſerved, with many additional circumſtances - 
which were abſolutely falſe and groundleſs. This im- 
putation was no ſooner underſtood, than it was reſolved, | 
that the accuſer ſhould be examined in preſence of us - 
all. He accordingly appeared, exceedingly drunk, 
though it was morning, and repeated the articles of the 
charge, as an information he had received from a man 
who came from town to hang the bells, and was long 
ago returned to London. 
« This was an inſtance of his cunning and addreſs; 
which did not forſake him even in his hours of intoxi- - 
cation, Had he fixed the calumny on any one of the 
ſervants, he would have been confronted and detectæd 
in his falſchood. Never: heleſs, though he could not be 
legally convicted, it plaialy appeared that he was the. 
author of this defamation, which incenſed Mr. Bal— - 
to ſuch a degree, that he could ſcarce be with-held 
from puniſhing him on the ſpot, by manual challiſe- 
ment. However, he was prevailed upon to abſtain from 
ſuch immediate vengeance, as a ſtep unworthy of his 
character; and the affair was brought to this iſſue, that 
bis lordſhip ſhould either part with me or Mr. H— 
| | for 
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for I was fully determined againſt living under the ſame 

roof with ſuch an incendiary. 

* This alternative being propoſed, my lord diſmiſſed 

his Reward, and we returned to town with the doctor 

and Mrs. 8—; for I had imbibed ſuch horror and 

averſion for this country ſeat. (though one of the plea- 

ſanteſt in England) that I could not bear to live in it. 

We therefore removed to a houſe in Bond- ſtreet, where, 

accurding to the advice of my friends, I exerted my 
whole power-and complaiſance, in endeavours to keep 

my huſband in good humour ; but was ſo unſucceſsful 

in my attempts that if ever he was worſe tempered, 

more capricious, or intolerable at one time than at ano- 

ther, this was the ſeaſon in which his ill- humour predo- 

minated to the moſt rancorous degree. I was ſcarce 
ever permitted to ſtir abroad, ſaw nobody at home but 
my old male friend whom I have mentioned above, and 

the doctor with his lady, from whoſe converſation alſo I 

was at laſt excluded, 

« Neverthcleſs, | contrived to ſteal a meeting, now and: 
then, with my late benefactor, for whom I entertained” 
a great ſhare of affection, excluſive of that gratitude. 
which was due to his generoſity} It was not his fault 
that I compromiſed matters with my lord ; for he was as- 
free of his purſe as I was unwilling to uſe it. It would, 
therefore, have been unfriendly, unkind, and.ungrateful 
in me (now that I was in affluence) to avoid all inter- 
courſe with a man who had ſupported me in adverſity. 
I think people cannot be too ſhy and ſcrupulous in 


receiving favours 3 but once they are conferred, they 


ought never to forget the obligation: and I was never 
more concerned at any incident of my life, than at hear- 
ing that this gentleman did not receive a letter, in 
which I acknowledged the laſt proof of his friendſhip: 
and liberality which I had occaſion to uſe, becauſe I 
have ſince learned that he ſuſpected me of neglect. 
But to return to my ſituation in Bond-ftreet, 1 bore 
it as well as I could for the ſpace of three months, du- 
ring which | lived in the midit of ſpies who were em- 
ployed to watch my conduct; and underwent every 
mortification that. malice, power and folly could inflict. 
Nay, ſo ridiculous, ſo unreaſonable was my tyrant in his 
7 « ſpleen, 
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ſpleen, that he declared he would even be jealous-of 
Heydigger, if there was no other man to incur his ſuſ- 
picion : he expected that I ſhould ſpend my whole 
time with him, tete 2 tete: when I ſacrificed my en- 
joy ment to theſe comfortable parties, he never failed to 
lay hold on ſome innocent expreſſion of mine, which he 
made the foundation of a quarrel ; and when I ſtrove 
to avoid theſe diſagreeable miſinterpretations, by read- 
ing or writing, he inceſſantly teazed and tormented me 
with the imputation of being peeviſh, ſullen and reſer- 
ved. JE 
* Haraſſed by this inſufferable behaviour, I commu- 
nicated my caſe to Dr. S— and his lady, intimating 
that I neither could nor would expoſe myſelf any longer 
to ſuch uſage. The doctor exhorted me to bear my 
fate with patience, and Mrs. S— was filent on the ſub- 
ject ; ſo that I {till heſitated between ſtaying and go- 
ing, when the doctor, being one night at ſupper, hap- 
pened to have ſome words with my lord, who was ſo 
violently tranſported with paſſion, that I was actually 
afraid of going to bed with him; and next morning 
when he waked, there was ſuch an expreſſion of frantic: 
wildneſs in his countenance, that I imagined he was 
actually diſtracted. | 
This alarming circumſtance confirmed me in my reſo-- 
lution of decamping; and 1 accordingly moved my- 
quarters to a houſe in Sackville-ſtreet, where J had 
lodged when I was a widow. From thence I ſent a 
es to the duke of L , defiring he would make 
my lord acquainted with the place of my abode, my 
reaſons for removing, and my intention to defend my- 
ſelf againſt all his attempts. The firſt night of this 
ſeparation I went to bed by myſelf, with as much plea-- 
ſure. as a man would feel in going to bed to his miltrefs, 
whom he had long ſolicited in vain; fo rejoiced was L 
to be delivered from my obnoxious bedfcllow ! 
* From theſe lodgings I ſoon moved to Brook- ſtreet, 
where I had not long enjoyed the ſweets of my eſcape, 
when I was importuned to return, by a new ſteward 
whom my lord had engaged in the room of H—n. 
This gentleman, who bore a very fair character, made 
ſuch judicious repreſentations, and behaved ſo candidly. 
© 18h- 
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in the diſcharge of his function, that I agreed he ſhould 


act as umpire in the difference betwixt us; and once 
more a reconciliation was effected, though his lordſhip 
began to be diſſatisfied even before the execution of our 
agreement, in conſequence of which he attended me to 
Bath, whither I went for the benefit of my health, 
which was not a little impaired. 
This accommodation had a ſurpriſing effect upon my 
lover, who, notwithſtanding his repeated declarations, 
that no woman ſhould ever gain ſuch an aſcendency 
over his heart, as to be able to give bim pain, ſuffered 
all the agonies of diſappointed love, when he now found 
himſelf deprived of the opportunities of ſeeing me, and 
behaved very differently from what he had imagined he 
ſhould : his words and actions were deſperate; one of his 
© expreſſions to me was, It is like twiſting my heart- 
e flrings, and tearing it out of my body.“ Indeed I 
© ſhould never have acted this part, had I foreſeen what 
he would have ſuffered ; but I proteſt I believed him 
when he ſaid otherwiſe, fo much that his declaration on 
that ſubject was the occaſion of my giving him up; 
and it was now too late to retract. 
In our expedition to the Bath I was accompanied by 
a very agreeable young lady, with whom I paſſed my 
time very happily, amid the diverſions of the place, 
which ſcreened me, in a good meaſure, from the vexa- 
tious ſociety of my hopefal partner. From this place 
we repaired to his ſeat in the country, where we ſpent a 
few months, and thence returned again to our houſe in 
Bond- ſtreet. Here while I was contined to my bed by 
illneſs, it was ſuppoſed my indiſpoſition was no other 
than a private lying in, though 1 was under the roof 
with my lord, and attended by his ſervants. 
While the diſtemper continued, my lord (to do him 
© juſtice) behaved with all imaginable tenderneſs and 
© care; and his concern on theſe occaſions I have alread 
mentioned, as a ſtrange inconſiſtency in his diſpoſition. 
© If his actions were at all accountable, 1 ſhould think 
© he took pains to fret me into a fever firſt, in order to 
© manifeſt his love and humanity afterwards. When L 
© recovered my ſtrength and ſpirits, I went abroad, ſaw 
company, and ſhould have been eaſy, had he been con- 
© tented ; 
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tented ; but as my ſatisfaction increaſed, his 22 hu- 
mour decayed, and he haniſhed from his houſe, one by 
one, all the people whoſe converſation could have made 
my life agreeable. 

«© I often expoſtulated with him upon his malignant 
behaviour, proteſting my deſire of living peaceably with 
him; and begging he would not lay me under the ne- 
ceſſity of changing my meaſures. He was deaf to all 
my remonſtrances, (though I warned him more than 
once of the event), perſiſted in his maxins of perſecu- 
tion; and, after repeated quarrels, I again left his 
houſe, fully determined to ſuffer all ſorts of extremity, 
rather than ſubje& myſelf to the tyranny of his diſpo 
ſition, | 
This year was productive of one fatal event, which I 
felt with the utmoſt ſenſibility of ſorrow, and 1 ſhall 


always remember with regret: I mean the death of 


Mr, B—, with whom I had conſtantly maintained an 
intimate correſpondence ſince the firſt commencement 
of our acquaintance. He was one of the moſt valuable 
men, and promiſed to be one of the brighteſt ornaments 
that this or any other age had produced. I enjoyed 
his friendſhip without reſerve; and ſuch was the confi- 
dence he repoſed in my integrity, from long experience 
of my truth, that he often ſaid he would believe my 
bare. aſſertion, even though it ſhould contradict the 
evidence of his own ſenſes. Theſe being the terms up- 
on which we lived, it is not to be ſuppoſed that I bore 
the loſs of him without repining : indeed my grief was 
unſpeakable ; and though the oe of it be now ſmooth- 
ed by the lenient hand of time, I ſhall never ceaſe to 
cheriſh his memory with the moſt tender remem- 
brance. 

During the laſt period of my living with my lord, I 
had agreed to the expediency of obtaining an act of 
parliament, which would enable him to pay his debts; 
on which occaſion there was a neceſſity for cancelling a 
deed that ſubſiſted between us, relating to a ſeparate 
maintenance; to which, on certain proviſions, I was 
entitled: and this was to be ſet aſide, ſo far as it inter- 
fered with the above- mentioned ſcheme, while the reſt 
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of it ſhould remain in force. When this affair was a- 
bout to be tranſacted, my lord very generouſly inſiſted 
upon my concurrence in annulling the whole ſettlement; 
and when I refuſed to comply with this demand, be- 
cauſe this was the ſole reſource I had againſt his ill 
uſage, he would not proceed in the execution of his 
plan, though by dropping it he hurt nobody but him- 
ſelf; and he accuſed me of having receded from my 


word, after I had drawn him into a confiderable ex- 


ence. 

This imputation of breaking my word, which I defy 
the whole world to prove I ever did, incenſed me the 
more, as I myſelf had propoſed the ſcheme for his ſer- 
vice, although I knew the accompliſhment of it would 
endanger the validity of 'my own ſettlement ; and my 
indignation was ſtill more augmented by the behaviour 
of Mr. G——, who had always profeſſed a regard for 
my intereſt, and, upon my laſt accommodation with my 
lord, undertaken to effe& a reconciliation between my 
father and me: but when he was queſtioned about the 
particulars of this difference, and defired to declare 
whether his lordſhip or I was to blame, he declined the 
office of arbitrator, refuſed to be explicit upon the ſub- 


jet, and by certain ſhrewd hums and ha's ſignified his 


diſapprobation of my conduct. Yet this very man, when 
I imparted to him, in confidence, my intention of ma- 
king another retreat, and frankly atked his opinion of 
my deſign, ſeemed to acquieſce in the juſtice of it in 
theſe remarkable words: Madam, if I thought, or 
had. hopes of my lord's growing better, I would down 
on my knees, to deſire you to ſtay ; but as I have not, 
I ſay nothing.” 

© If he connived at my conduct in this particular, why 
ſhould he diſapprove of it, when all 1 aſred was but 
common juſlice? But he was a dependent; and there- 
fore I excuſe his phlegmatic (not to call it unfriendly) 
behaviour. Indeed he could not be too cautious of g1- 
ving offence to his lordſhip, who ſometimes made him 
feel the effects of that wrath which other people had 
kindled : particularly, in conſequence of a ſmall adven- 
ture which happened about this very period of time. 
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man, a near relation of my lord, happening to be at 
our houſe one evening, when there was a fire in the 
neighbourhood, we agreed to go and ſup at a tavern, 
en famille ; and having ſpent the evening with great 
mirth and good humour, this young gentleman, who 
was naturally facetious, in taking his leave ſaluted us 
all round. My lord, who had before entertained ſome 
jealouſy of his kinſman, was very mnch provoked by 
this trifling incident, but very prudently ſuppreſſed his 
diſpleaſure till he returned to his own houſe, where his 
rage co-operating with the Champaign he hud drank, 
inflamed him with ſuch a degree of reſolution, that he 
ſprung upon the innocent G n, and collared him with 
great fury, though he was altogether unconcerned in 
the cauſe of his indignation. 

This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added to the 
other grievances under which 1 laboured, haſtened my 
reſolution of leaving him ; and he to this day blames 
his relation as the immediate cauſe of my eſcape, where- 
as he ought to place it to the account of his own mad- 
. neſs and indiſcretzon. When I retired to Park-ſtreet, 
he cautioned all my tradeſmen (not even excepting my 
© baker) againſt giving me credit, aſſuring them that he 
« would not pay any debts I ſhould contract; and the 
« .drfficulties to which I was reduced, in conſequence of 
this charitable declaration, together with the reflection 
of what I had ſuffered, and might undergo, from the 
© caprice and barbarity of his diſpoſition, affected = 
c 
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health ſo much, that I was taken again ill, and my life 

thought in danger. 

My conſtitution, however, got the better of my diſ- 
« temper, and | was ordered into the country by my phy- 
« ſicians, for the benefit of the air; ſo that I found my- 
* ſelf under the neceſſity of keeping two houſes, when I 
« was little able to ſupport one, and ſet up my chariot, 
© becauſe J could not defray the expence of a hackney- 
coach; for I had as much credit group me as I aſked 
= 


for, notwithſtanding my lord's orders to the contrary. 


Having recruited my ſpirits in the country, I return- 
ed to town, and was viſited by my friends, who never 
©. forſook me in adverſity, and in the ſummer removed to 

a houſe 
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a houſe in Eſſex, where I lived a few months in great 
tranquillity, unmoleſted by my tyrant, who ſometimes 
ave me a whole year's reſpite. Here I uſed to ride 
and drive by turns (as my humour dictated) with horſes 
which were lent me; and I had the company of my 
lover, and another gentleman, who was a very agree- 
able companion; and of ſingular ſervice to me in the 
ſequel. 
0 A. laſt my lord having received intelligence of the 
place of my abode, and his tormenting humour recur- 
ring, he-ſet out for my habitation, and in the morning 
appeared in his coach and fix, attended by Mr. G 


o 


and another perſon, whom he had engaged for the pur- 
poſe, with ſeveral domeſtics-armed. I immediately ſhut 


up my doors at his approach, and refuſed him admit- 
tance, which he endeavoured to obtain by a ſucceſſion 
of prayers and threats; but J was deaf to both, and 
reſolved to hold out tothe laſt. Seeing me determined 


he began his attack, and bis ſervants actually forced 


their way into the houſe; upon which I retreated up 
ſtairs, and fortißed myſelf in my apartment, which the 
aflailants {tormed with ſuch fury, that tlie door began to 
give way, and I retired into another room. 

© Whillt | remained in this pott Mr. G — demanded 
a parley, in which he begged I would favour my lord 
with an interview, otherwiſe he knew not what might 
be the conſequence. To this remonſtrance I rephed, 
that I was not diſpoſed to comply with his requelt ; and 
that though their deſign ſhould be murder, I was not 
at all afraid of death. Upon this declaration they re- 
newed their attacks, which they carried on with indif- 
ferent ſucceſs till the afternoon, when my lord (as if he 
had been at play) ſent a formal meſſage to me, deſiring 
that all hoſtilities ſhould ceaſe till after both parties 
ſhould have dined. At the ſame time my own ſervants 
came for inſtructions; and J ordered them to let him 
have every thing which he ſhould call for, as far as the 
houſe would afford. | 

He did not fail to make uſe of this permiſſion; but, 
fitting down with his companions, eat up my dinner 
without heſitation, after he had paid me the compli- 
ment of defiring to know what he ſhould ſend up to my 
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apartment. Far from having any ſtomach to partake 
of his meal, I ſat ſolitary upon my bed, in a ſtate of 
melancholy expectation, having faſtened the door of the 
outward room for my ſecurity, while | kept my cham- 
ber open for the convenience of air, the weather being 
exceſſively hot. 
« His lordihip having indulged his appetite, reſumed 
lus attempt, end all of a ſudden I heard a noiſe in the 
next toom; upon which | ſtarted up, and perceiving 
that he had got into my anti-chamber, by the help of 
a bench that ſtood under the window, I flung to the 
door of my room, which I locked with great expedi- 
tion, and opening another that communicated with- the 
itair-caſe, ran out of the houſe, through a crowd of 
more than a hundred people, whom this fray had ga- 
thered together. 
* Being univerſally beloved in the neighbourhood, and 
reſpected by my lord's ſervants, I paſſed among them 
untouched, and took refuge in a neighbouring cottage 
while his lordſhip bawled and roared for aſſiſtance, be- 
ing afraid to come out as he had: e in. Without 
waiting for his deliberations, I changed clothes with 
the poor woman who had given me ſhelter, and in her 
blue apron and ſtraw hat ſallied out into the fields, in- 
tending to ſeek protection at the houſe of a gentleman 
not far off, though I was utterly ignorant of the road 
that led to it. However, it-was my good fortune to 
meet with a farmer, who undertook to conduct me to 
the place ; otherwiſe I ſhould have miſſed my way, and 
in all probability lain in the field; for, by this time, it 
was eight o'clock at night. 
Under the direction of this guide | traverſed hedges 
and ditches, (for I would not venture to travel in the 
bigh-way, leſt I ſhould fall into the hands of my pur- 
ſuer), and after I had actually tumbled in the mire, and 
walked fix or ſeven long miles by the help of a good 
ſpirit, which never failed me on fuch occaſions, I arri- 
ved at the place, and rung the bell at the garden gate 
for admittance. Seeing my figure, which was very un- 
couth, together with my draggled condition, they de- 
nied me entrance; but When they underſtood who J 
was, immediately opened the door, and 1 was yoga 
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© bly entertained, after having been the ſubject of mirth 
on account of my dreſs and adventure. 

Next day I returned and took poſſeſſion of my houſe” 
again, where I reſumed my former amuſements, which 

I enjoyed in quiet for the ſpace of a whole month, wait - 
ing with reſignation for the iſſue of my law-ſuit; when 
one afternoon I was apprized of his lordſhip's approach 
by one of my ſpies, whom I always employed to recon- - 
noitre the road; and ſo fortunate was I in the choice 
of theſe ſcouts, that I never was bet-ayed by one of 
them, though they were often bribed for that pur- 

ofe. - 

- I no- ſooner received this intelligence, than J ordered | 
my horſe to be ſaddled, and mounting, rode out of 
ſight immediately, directing my courſe a different way 
from the London road. I had not long proceeded in 
this track, when my carcer was all of a ſudden {topped 
by a five · bar gate, which, after ſome hefitation, I re- 
ſolved to leap (my horſe being an old hunter) if 1 
ſhould find myſelf purfucd. . However, with much dif- 
ficulty, I made a fhift to open it, and arrived in ſafety 
at the houſe of my very good friend Mr. G, who 
being a juſtice of the peace, had promiſed me his pro- 
tection if it ſhould be wanted. 

* Thus ſecured for the preſent, I ſent out ſpies to bring 
information of his lordſhip's proceedings, and under- 
ſtood that he had taken poſſeſſion of my houſe, turned 
my ſervants adrift, and made himſelf matter of all my 
moveables, clothes and papers. As for the papers, they 
were of no- conſequence, but of clothes I had got a 
ſtock; and when 1 had reaſon to believe that he did not 
intend to rehoquiſh his conqueſt, I thought it was nigh 
time for me to remove to a greater diltance from his 
quarters. Accordingly, two days after my eſcape, - I 
let out at eleven o'clock at night, in a chariot and four 
which I borrowed of my friend, attended by a foot- 
man, who was a ſtout fellow and well armed, I myſelf 
being provided with a brace of good piſtols, which | was 
fully determined to: uſe againſt any-perſon who ſhould » 
« preſume to lay violent hands upon me, except my lord, 
for whom a Jeſs mortal weapon would have ſufficed, 
* ſuch as a bodkin or a tinder-box. Nothing could be 
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farther from my intention than the deſire of hurting 
any living creature, much Jeſs my huſband ; my defign 
was only to defend myſelf from cruelty and oppreſſion, 
which 1 knew, by fatal experience, would infallibly be 
my lot, ſhould he get me into his power: and I thought 
1 had as good a right to preſerve my happineſs as that 
which every individual has to preſerve his life, eſpecial- 
ly againſt a ſet of ruffians who were engaged to rob me 
of it for a little dirty Jucre. 

In the midſt of our journey the footman came up, 
and told me 1 was dogged ; upon which I looked out, 
and ſeeing a man riding by the chariot ſide, preſented 
one of my piſtols out at the window, and preſerved that 
poſture of defence until he thought proper to retreat, 
and rid me of the fears that attended his company. I 
arrived in town, and, changing my equipage, hired an 
open chaiſe, in which (though I was almoſt ſtarved with 
cold) 1 travelled to Reading, which I reached by ten 
next morning; and from thence proceeded farther in the 
country, with a view of taking refuge with Mrs. C—, 
who was my particular friend. Here I ſhould have 
found ſhelter, though my lord had been before-hand 
with me, and endeavoured to prepoſſeſs her againſt my 
conduct, had not the houſe been crowded with compa- 
ny, among whom I could not poſſibly have been con- 


cealed, eſpecially from her brother, who was an inti- 


mate friend of my proſecutor. 
Things being thus ſituated, T enjoyed but a very 
ſhort interview with her, in which her ſorrow and per- 
plexity on my account appeared with great expreſſion 
in her countenance ; and though it was not in her pow- 
er to afford me the relief I expeRed, ſhe, in the molt 
enteel manner, ſent after me a ſmall ſum of money, 
thinking that, conſidering the hurry in which I left my 
houſe, I might have occation for it on the road. I was 
by this time benumbed with cold, fatigued with travel- 
ling, and almoſt fretted to death by my diſappointment. 
However, this was no time to indulge deſpondence ; 
ſince nobody could, or would, aſſiſt me, I ſtood the 
more in need of my own reſolution and preſence of 
mind. After ſome deliberation, I ſteered my courſe 
back to London; and being unwilling to return by the 
{ame road in which I came, as well as impatient to be 
© at 
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at the end of my journey, I choſe the Bagſhot way, and 
ventured to croſs the heath by moon-light. 

Here J was attacked by a foot-pad armed with a 
broad ſword, who came up and demanded my money. 
My ſtock amounted to twelve guineas; and I foreſaw, 
that ſhould I be ſtripped of the whole ſum, I could not 
travel without diſcovering who I was, and conſequent- 
ly running the riſque of A detected by my purſuer. 


On theſe conſiderations I gave the fellow three guineas 


and ſome filver ; with which he was ſo far from being 
ſatisfed, that he threatened to ſearch me for more: 
but I ordered the coachman to. proceed, and by good 
fortune eſcaped that ceremony; though I was un- 
der ſome apprehenſion of being overtaken with a 
piſtol- bullet in my flight, and therefore held down my 
head in the chaiſe, in imitation of ſome great, men, 
who are ſaid to have ducked in the ſame manner in the 
day of battle. | | 

« My fears happened to be diſappointed : I lay at an 
inn upon the road, and next day arrived in town, in 
the utmoſt difficulty and diſtreſs; for I knew not where 
to fix my habitation, and was deſtitute of all means of 
ſupport. In this dilemma J applied to my lawyer, who 
recommended me to the houſe of a tradeſman in Welt- 
minſter, where 1 lodged and boarded upon credit, with 
my faithful Abigail, (whom I fhall diſtinguiſh by the 
name of Mrs. 8 r), for the ſpace of ten weeks, 
during which time 1 ſaw nobody, and never once ſtirred 
abroad. 

« While I was thus haraſſed out of all enjoyment of 
life, and reduced to the utmoſt indigence, by the eruel- 
ty of my perſecutor, who even ſtripped me of my wear- 
ing apparel, I made a conqueit of Lord D „a no- 
bleman who is now dead, and therefore | ſhall ſay little 
of his character, which is perfectly well known: this 
only will I obſerve, that, next to my own tyrant, he 
was the perſon of whom I had the greateſt abhorrence. 
Nevertheleſs, when theſe two came in competition, I 


preferred the offers of this new lover, which were ve 


conſiderable; and as an aſylum was the chief thing I 
wanted, agreed to follow him to his country ſeat, whi- 
ther I actually ſent my clothes, which I had purchaſed 
upon credit, 


© However, 
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However, upon mature deliberation I changed my 
mind, and fignitied my reſolution in a letter, deſiring, 
at the ſame time, that my baggage might be ſent back. 
In conſequence of this meſſage 1 expected a viſit from 


him, in all the rage of indignation and diſappointment, 


and gave orders that he ſhould not be admitted into my 
houſe: yet, notwithflanding this precaution, he found 
means to procure entrance; and one of the firſt objects 
that 1 ſaw next morning in my bed-chamber was my 
lover, armed with his borſe-whip,. againit which (from 
the knowledge of the man) I did not think myſelf al- 
together ſecure ; though .I was not much alarmed, be- 
cauſe I believed myſelt ſuperior to him in point of bra- 
very, ſhould the worſt come to the worſt: but, contrary 
to my expectation, and his ufual behaviour to our ſex, 
he accoſted me very politely, and began to expoſtulate 
upon the contents of my jetter.. I freely told him, that 
1 bad rafhly aſſented to his propoſal, for my own con- 
vemence only; and when I reffected on what 1 had done, 
I thought it ungenerous in me to live with him upon 
theſe terms; and that, as I did not like him, and could 
not diſſemble, ſuch a correſpondence. could never tend 
to the ſatisfaftion of either. He allowed the inference 
was joſt, though he was very much chagrined at my 
previous proceeding : he relinquiſhed his claim, reſtored 
wy clothes, and never afterwards upbraided me with my 
conduct in this affair: though he at one time owned, 
that he ſtill loved me, and ever ſhould, becauſe I had 
uſed him ill ; a declaration that ſtrongly marks the pe- 
culiarity of his character. As for my own part, I own 
that my behaviour on this oocaſion is no other way ex- 
cuſable, than on account of the miſerable perplexity of 
my circumſtances, which were often ſo calamitous, that 
I wonder I have not been compelled to take ſuch ſteps, 
as would have rendered my conduct much more excep- 
tionable than it really is. 
At laſt all my hopes were blaſted by the iſſue of my 
ſuit, which was determined in favour of my lord. Even 
then I refuſed to yield; on the contrary, coming out 
of retirement, I took lodgings in Suffolk-ftreet, and 
ſet my tyrant at defiance. But being unwilling to truſt 
my doors to the care of other people, I hired a houſe 
| in 
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in Conduit-ſtreet; and no ſooner appeared in the world 
—_ than I was ſurrounded by divers and ſundry forts 
of admirers. I believe | received the incenſe and ad- 
dreſſes of all kinds under the ſun, except that fort which 
was molt to my liking, a man capable of contracting and 
inſpiring a mutual attachment; but ſuch a one is equally 
rare and ineſlimable: not but that I own myſelt greatly 
obliged to all thoſe who cultivated my good graces, 
though they were very little beholden to me; for, where 
I did not really love, I could never proſeſs that paſſion: 
that {orc of diſtmulation is a flavery that no honeſt na- 
ture will undergo. Except one worthy young man 
whom | ſometimes ſaw, they were a ſtrange medley of 
9 gnificant beings: one was ivlipid, another ridiculouſly 
affected, a third void of all education, a fourth altoge- 
ther inconſiſtent ; and in hort I found as many trifling 
characters among the men as ever-] obſerved in my own 
ſex. Some of them I endeavoured to bring over to my 
maxims, while they attempted to make a proſelyte of 
me; but, finding the taſk impracticable on both ſides, 
we very wiſely dropped each other. 

At length, however, I was bleſſed with the acquainf- 
ance of one nobleman, who is perhaps the firſt character 
in England in point of honour, integrity, wit, ſenſe, 
and benevolence : when I have thus diſtinguiſhed him, 
I need ſcarce mention Lord „ Tho great, this 
good man poſſeſſes every accompliſhment requiſite to in- 
ſpire admiration, love, and eſteem. With infinitely 
more merit than almoſt ever fell to one man's ſhare, he 
manifeſts ſuch diffidence of his own qualifications, as 
cannot fail to prepoſſeſs every company in his favour. 
He ſeems to obſerve nothing, yet ſees every thing; his 
manner of telling a ſtory, and making trifles elegant, is 
peculiar to himſelf; and, though he has a thouſand od- 
dities, they ſerve only to a him more agreeable, 
After what I have ſaid, it may be ſuppoſed that I was 
enamoured of his perſon : but this was not the caſe ; 
love is altogether capricious and fancifu!; yet I admire, 
honour, and eſteem him to the higheſt degree; and when 
| obſerve, that his character reſembled that of my dear 
departed friend Mr. B. „or rather that Mr. B 

had he lived, would have reſembled Lord 
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pay the higheſt compliment I can conceive both to the 


living and the dead. 

© In this nobleman's friendſhip and converſation I 
thought myſelf happy; though I was, as ufual, expoſed 
to the indefatigable efforts of my lord, who one day, 
while I was favoured with the company of this generous 
friend, appeared at my door in his coach, attended by 
another gentleman, who demanded entrance with an air 
of authority. A very honeſt footman, who had been 
long in my ſervice, ran up ſtairs in the utmoſt conſter- 
nation, and gave me an account of what had happened 


below: upon which-1 told bim he had 22 to an- 
ſwer for, and ordered him to keep the door 


aſt ſhut 
againſt all oppoſition; though 1 was ſo much affected 


with this unexpected aſſault, that Lord --— faid, he 


was never more ſurprized and ſhocked in his life, than 
at the horror which appeared in my countenance, when 
I jaw the coach ſtop, at my door. 
My little hero, being refuſed admittance, went away, 
threatened to return ipeedily with a reinforcement ; and, 
during this interval, 1 provided myſelf with a ſoldier, 
whom I placed centinel- at the door, within fide, to 
guard me from the danger of ſuch aſſaults for the future. 
y lord, true to his promiſe, marched back with his 


auxiliaries, reinforced with a conltable, and repeated 
bis demand of being admitted; and, my ſoldier opening 
the ſaſh in order-to anſwer him according to my direc- 
tions, he no ſooner perceived the red coat than he was 
ſeized with ſuch a pannie,. that he inſtantly fled with 


great precipitation, and when he recounted the adven- 


ture, like Falſtaff in.the play, multiplied my guard into 
a whole file of muſqueteers. He alſo made a ſhift to 


diſcover the gentleman who had been fo kind as to lend 


me one of his company, aud complained of him to the 


duke of N „in hopes of ſeeing him broke for his 
-miſdemeanour ; but in that expectation he was luckily 
diſappointed. | 


« Perceiving that in England I ſhould never enjoy 


peace, but be continually: ſubject to thoſe alarms and 
diſquiets which have already impaired my health and 


ſpirits, I reſolved to repair again to France, my bett 
refuge and ſure retreat from the perſecution of my ty- 
5... *- man 
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rant. Yet, before I took this ſtep, I endeavoured, by 


the advice of my friends, to conceal myſelf near Wind- 
ſor, but was in a little time diſcovered by my lord, and 


hunted out of my lurking-place accordingly. I then 


removed to Chelſea, where I ſuffered inconceivable un- 
eaſineſs and agitation of mind from the nature of my 
ſituation, my tranquillity being thus inceſſantly invaded 
by a man who could not be ſatisfied with me, and yet 
could not live without me: ſo that, though 1 was very 
much indiſpoſed, I ſet out for France by the way of the 
Hague, as the war had ſhut up all other communication, 
having no other attendant but my woman 8 r, who, 
chough ſhe dreaded the fea, and was upon the brink of 
matrimony, would not quit me in ſuch a calamitous 
condition unti] I was joined by my footman and other 
maid, whom I ordered to follow me with the baggage. 
But, before my departure, I ſent a meſſage to Lerd 
, demanding my clothes, which he had ſeized in 
Eſſex, and, he refuſing to deliver them, I was obliged 
to equip myſelf anew upon credit. 

I was ſupplied with money for my journey by my 
good friend L „and, after a ſhort and pleaſant 
paſſage, arrived at the Hague, where I ftaid two months, 
and parted with 8 r, on whom I ſettled an annuity 
of five and twenty pounds, payable out of the proviſion 
which I had or might obtain from my huſband. The 
ſame allowance had I prevailed upon Lord B to 
mou to another maid who attended me while I lived in 

is houſe. 

© I did not much reliſh the people in Holland, becauſe 
they ſeemed entirely devoted to ſelf- intereſt, without any 
taſte for pleaſure or politeneſs; a ſpecies of diſpoſition 
that could not be very agreeable to me, who always de- 
ſpiſed money, had an unbounded benevolence of heart, 
and loved pleaſure beyond every other conſideration. 
When I ſay pleaſure, I would not be underſtood to mean 
ſenſuality, which conſtitutes the ſupreme happineſs of 


thoſe only who are void of ſentiment and imagination. 


Nevertheleſs, I received ſome civilities in this place, 


and, among the reſt, the reputation of having for my 


lover the. king of P 


's miniſter, who was young and 
airy, and viſited me often; circumſtances that were ſuf- 
« ficient 
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ficient to lay me under the imputation of an amour, 
which I frequently incurred without having given the 
leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion. 

* Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, I departed 
from the Hague in company with an Engliſhwoman 
whom I had choſen for that purpoſe, and arrived at 
Autwerp with much difficulty and danger, the highway 


being infeſted with robbers. After having repoſed my - 


ſelf a few days in this city, I hired a coach for myſelf, 
and ſet out with my companion for Bruſſels; but, before 
we reached Mechlin, our vehicle was attacked by two 
huſſars, who, with their ſabres drawn, obliged the 
coachman to drive into a wood near the road. I at firit 
imagined they wanted to examine our paſſport, but was 
ſoon too well convinced of their deſign, and, though 
very much ſhocked at the diſcovery, found reſolution 
enough to ſuppreſs my concern, ſo that it ſhould not 
aggravate the tcrrors of the young woman, who had al- 
molt died with apprehenſion. I even encouraged her to- 
hope for the beſt, and, addreſſing myſelf to the robbers 
in French, begged in the moſt Legat manner, that 
they would ſpare our lives; upon which one of them, 
who was a little fellow, aſſured me in the ſame language, 
that we had nothing to fear for our perſons. 

When we were conveyed in a ſtate of dreadful ſuſ- 
pence above three quarters of a mile into the wood, the 
ruffians came into the coach, and, taking my keys 
which I kept ready in my hand for them, opened three 
large trunks that contained my baggage, and, emptying 
them of every thing but my hoops and a few books, 
packed up their booty in a cloth; then robbed me of 
my money and jewels even to my fhoe-buckles and ſleeve- 


buttons, took my footman's laced hat, and gave it, by 


way of gratification, to a peaſant, who came from be- 
hind the buſhes, and aſſiſted them in packing. 

« 'This affair being diſpatched, they ordered us to re- 
turn to the road by a different way from that in which 
we were cartied into the wood, and, mounting their 
horſes, rode off with the plunder, though not — the 


little fellow, who was the leaſt ferocious of the two, had 
come and ſhaken me by the hand, wiſhing us a good 
journey; a compliment which I heartily returned, being 

I « extremely 
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extremely well pleaſed with the retreat of two ſuch com- 
panions, who had detained us a whole half- hour, durin 
which, notwithſtanding the aſſurance I had received, 
was in continual — of ſeeing their operation 
concluded with the murder of us all; for I ſuppoſe they 
were of that gang who had ſome time before murdered 
a French officer, and uſed a lady extremely ill, having 
rifled her of all ſhe had. | 

* Having thus undergone pillage, and being reduced to 
the extremity of indigence in a foreign land, 1t is not 
to be ſuppoſed that my reflections were very comfort- 
able; and yet, though I ſuſtained the whole damage, I 
was the ary A perſon in the company who bore the acci- 
dent with any reſolution and preſence of mind. M 
coachman and valet ſeemed quite petrefied with fear, and 
it wag not, till I had repeated my directions, that the 
former drove farther into the wood, and took the firſt 
turning to the right, in order to regain the road, ac> 
cording to the command of the robbers, which I did 
not chuſe to diſobey. 

© This misfortune I ſuffered by the miſinformation I 
received at Antwerp, where I would have provided my- 
ſelf with an eſcort, had not I been aſſured, that there 
was not the leaſt occaſion to put myſelf to ſuch extraor- 
dinary expence: and indeed the robbers took the only 
half-hour in which they could have had an opportunity 
of plundering us; for we no ſooner returned into the 
highway than we met with the French artillery comin 
from Bruſſels, which was a ſecurity to us during the reſt 
of our journey. We were afterwards informed at a ſmal] 
village, that there was actually a large gang of deſerters 
who harboured in that wood, from which they made 
excurſions in the neighbourhood, and kept the peaſants 
in continual alarms. : 
Having proceeded a little way, we were ſtapped by 
the artillery croſüng a bridge, and, as the train was ver 
long, muſt have been detained till night, had not a ſol- 


dier informed me, that if I would take the trouble to 


come out of my coach, and apply to the commandant, 
he would order them to halt, and allow me to paſs. I 
took the man's advice, and was by him conducted, with 
much difficulty, through the crowd to ſome officers who 
Vor. II. A a * ſeemed 
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ſeemed ſcarce to deſerve the name; for, when I ſigni- 
fied my requeſt, they neither roſe up, nor defired me to 
ſit down, but lolling in their chairs, with one leg ſtreteh- 
ed out, aſked, with an air of diſreſpectful raillery, where 
I was going? and when I anſwered, To Paris,“ deſi- 
fired to know what I would do there. 
I, who am naturally civil where I am civilly uſed, and 
ſaucy enough where I think myſelf treated with diſre- 
gard, was very much piqued at their inſolent and unman- 
nerly behaviour, and began to reply to their impertinent 
queſtions very abruptly ; ſo that a very tart dialogue 
would have enſued, had not the converſation been inter- 
rupted by a tall, thin, genteel, young French noble- 
man, an officer in the army, who, chancing to come in, 
aſked with great politeneſs, what I would pleaſe to 
have? I then repeated my deſire, and produced my 
paſſports, by which he learned who I was. He imme- 
diately gave orders that my coach ſhould paſs, and af- 
terwards viſited me at Paris, having obtained my per- 
miſſion, and taken my addreſs at parting ; while the 
others, underſtanding my name and quality, aſked par- 
don for their impolite carriage, which they told me was 
owing to the repreſentation of the ſoldier, who gave 
them to underſtand, that I was a ſtrolling actreſs. 
I could not help laughing heartily at this miſtake, 
which might have proceeded from the circumſtances of 
my appearance, my footman having been obliged to 
change hats with the peaſant, and myſelf being without 
buckles in my ſhoes, and buttons in my riding-ſhirt, 
while my countenance ſtill retained marks of the fear 
and confuſion I had undergone, After all, perhaps the 
fellow was a droll, and wanted to entertain himſelf at 
my expence. 
The day was ſo far conſumed in theſe adventures, that 
I was obliged to take up my lodging at Mechlin, where 
I addreſſed myſelf to the intendant, giving him an ag- 
count of the diſaſter I had met with, and defiring [ 
might have credit at the inn, as our whole company 
could not raiſe the value of a ſixpence. This gentleman, 
though a provincial, was polite in his way, and not only 
granted my requeſt, but invited me to lodge at his own 
houſe, I accordingly gave him my company at ſupper, 
> hut 
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but did not chuſe to ſleep in his quarters, becauſe he 
appeared to be what the French call an vieux debauche. 
Next day he ſent a trumpet to the general, with a. 
detail of my misfortunes, in hopes of retrieving what I. 
had loſt ; but, notwithſtanding all poſſible ſearch, I was 
' fain to put up with my damage, which in linen, laces, 
clothes, and baubles, amounted to upwards of 700 l. 
a loſs which never deprived me of one moment's relt ; 
ſor though | lodged at a miſerable inn, and lay in a 
paultry bed, I flepr as ſound as if nothing extraordinary 
had happened, after I had written to London and Pa- 
ris, directing, that the payment of my bills of credit 
might be ſtopped. Indeed I know but of two misfor- 
tunes in life capable of depreſſing. my ſpirits, namely, 
the loſs of health and friends; all others may be prevent- 
ed or endured. The articles of the calamity, which I 
chiefly regreted, were a picture of Lord W my 
and ſome inimitable letters from Mr. B . 
From Mechlin-1-proceeded to Bruſſels, where, being 
known, I got credit for ſome neceſſaries, and borrowed 
twenty guineas to defray the expence of my journey to 
Paris. Having conſulted with my friends about the 
ſafeſt method of traveiling through Flanders, 1 was per- 
ſuaded to take places in the publie-Voiture, and accord- 
ingly departed, not without fears of finding one part of 
the country as much infeſted with robbers as another, 
Nor were theſe apprehenſions aſſuaged by the converſa- 
tion of my fellow-travellers, who, being of the lower 
ſort of people that delight in exaggerating dangers, en- 
'tertained me all the way with an account of all the rob- 
'beries and murders which had been committed on that 
road, with many additional circumſtances of their own 
invention. * 
After having been two days expoſed to this comfort- 
able converſation, among very diſagreeable company, 
which is certainly one of the moſt diſagreeable ſituations 
in life, I arrived at Liſle, where, thinking the danger- 
"ous part of the journey was now pait, 1 hired a poſt- 
chaiſe, and in two days more reached Paris without any 
farther moleſtation. 
Upon my arrival in this capital I was immediately 
'vifited by my old acquaintance, who, hearing my dit- 
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aſter, offered me their clothes, and inſiſted upon my 


wearing them until I could be otherwiſe provided. They 
likewiſe engaged me in parties, with a view of amuſin 
my imagination, that I might not grow melancholy in 
reflecting upon my loſs, and defired me to repeat the 
particulars of my (tory forty times over, expreſſing great 
ſurprize at our not being murdered, or raviſhed at leaſt, 
As for this laſt ſpecies of outrage, the fear of it never 
once entered my head, otherwiſe I ſhould have been 
more ſhocked and alarmed than I really was: but it 
ſeems this was the chief circumſtance of my companion's 
apprehenſion; and | cannot help obſerving, that a 
homely woman 1s always more apt to entertain thoſe 
fears than one whoſe perſon expoſes her to much more 
imminent danger. However, I now learned, that the 
riſk I ran was much greater than I imagined it to be, 
thoſe ruffians being familiarized to rape as well as mur- 
der. 
Soon after my appearance in Paris I was favoured 
with the addreſſes of ſeveral French lovers; but I never 
had any taſte for foreigners, or indeed for any amuſe- 
ment of that kind, except ſuch as were likely to be laſt- 
ing, and ſettled upon a more agreeable footing than that 
of common gallantry. When f deviated from this prin- 
ciple, my conduct was the effect of compulſion, and 
therefore I was never eaſy under it, having been reduced 
to the alternative of two evils, the leaſt of which I was 
obliged to chuſe, as a man leaps into the ſea, in order 
to . from a ſhip that is on fire. 
© Though I rejected their love, I did not refuſe their 
company and converſation ; and though my health was 
conſiderably impaired by the ſhock I received in my laſt 
adventure, which was conſiderably greater than I at firſt 
imagined, and affected my companion ſo much, that ſhe 
did not recover her fpirits till ſhe returned to England: 
I ſay, though I was for ſome time a valetudinarian, I 
enjoyed myelf in great tranquillity for the ſpace of ten 
months, during which I was viſited by Engliſh, Scotch, 
and French of all parties and perſuaſions; for pleaſure 
is of no faction, and that was the chief object of my 
purſuit; neither was I ſo ambitious of being a politician 
as to employ my time and thoughts upon ſubjects T 
8 6 


aA nm XX EE © r TH oo, = RE © + © OK GER. 


c 
o 
4 
« 
4 
4 
* 
« 
« 
6 
« 
c 
„ 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. zr 


I did not underſtand. I had admirers of all fides, and 


ſhould have ſpent my time very much to my liking, - 


had not I felt my funds ſenſibly diminiſh, without any 
proſpect of their being repaired ; for I had been oblig- 


ed to lay out a great part of the ſum- allotted for my 
ſubſiſtence, in ſupplying my companion, my ſervant 
and myſelf with -neceffarics, in lieu of thoſe which we 


had loſt: 

Having before mine eyes the uncomfortable proſpect 
of wanting money in a ſtrange place, I found myſelf 
under the neceſſity of returning to England, where I 


had more reſources than I could poſſibly have among 


foreigners; and with that view wrote to Lord ——'s 
agents, deſiring that I might be enabled to diſcharge 
my obligation at Paris, by the payment of my pin- 
money. Thus a negotiation commenced, and his lord- 
ſhip promiſed to remit money for the clearance of my 
Paris debts, which amounted to four hundred pounds: 


but he would not advance one farthing more, though I 


gave him to underſtand, that while he protracted the. 
agreement, I muſt inevitably be adding to my incum 
brances, and that I ſhould be as effectually detained by 


a debt of twenty. pounds as if I owed a thouſand. Not- 
withitanding all my repreſentations, he would not part 


with one ſhilling over the neat ſum which I had at firſt. 


ſtipulated; ſo chat all my meaſures were rendered abor- 


tive, and I found-1t altogether impratticable to execute 


thoſe reſolutions I had formed in his favour. - 
Thus did he for a mere trifle,” embarraſs the woman 


for whom: he profeſſes the moſt unlimited love, and 
whoſe-principles he pretends. to hold in the utmoſt ve. 


neration. Indeed his confidence in my antegrity is not 


without foundation; for many wives, with one half of 
my provocation, would have ruined him to ail-intents - 


— 


and purpoſes; whereas, notwithſtanding all the extra- 


ordinary expences, to which I have been expoſed by his 
continual perſecution, he never paid a ſhilling. on m 

account except one thouſand pounds, excluſive of the 
ſmall allowance which was my due. In a word, ſo much 
time elapſed before my lord could prevail. upon himſelf 
to advarce.the bare four hundred, that | was. involved 
in freſh difficulties, from which I found it impoſſible to 
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extricate myſelf: and der I had occaſion to write 


© a letter to my benefactor 


ord 


* preſſed my acknowledgment for paſt favours, I could 
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not venture to ſolicit more; even when I was encou- 
raged by a very obliging anſwer, wherein he declared, 
that the good qualities of my mind and heart, would 
bind him to me in friendſhip for ever. | 
While I ruminated on my uncomfortable ſituatien, 
which would neither permit me to return to England, 
nor to ſtay much longer where I was, a young Engliſh- 
man of immenſe fortune took Paris in his way from 
Italy, accompanied by a moſt agreeable Scotchman of 
very good ſenſe and great vivacity. It was my good 
or ill fortune to become acquainted with theſe gentle- 
men, who having ſeen me at the opera, N a de- 
fire of being known to me, and accordingly favoured 
me with a viſit one afternoon, when the briſk North 
Briton ingroſſed the whole converſation z while the 
other ſeemed fearful and diffident even to a degree of 
baſhfulneſs, through which, however, I could diſcern a 
delicate ſenſibility and uncommon underſtanding, There 
was in his perſon (which was very agreeable) as well as. 
in his behaviour, a certain aiveté that was very plea- 
ſing ; and at this firſt interview, we reliſhed each other's 
company ſo well, that a ſort of intimacy immediately 
commenced, and was carried on in a ſucceſhon of par- 
ties of. pleaſure, in the courſe of which I found him 
fraught with all the tenderneſs and ſentiment that ren- 
der the heart ſuſceptible of the moſt refined love; a diſ- 
poſition that immediately made me partial to him, 
while it ſubjected his own heart to all the violent im- 
preſſions of a paſſion, which I little imagined our cor- 
reſpondence would have produced. 
* Nevertheleſs, I was far from being diſpleaſed with my 
conqueſt, becauſe bis perſons and qualifications, as well 
as his manner of addreſs, were very much to my liking, 
and recommended him in a particular manner to my 
affection. Indeed, he made a greater progreſs in my 
heart than I myſelf ſuſpected; Br there was ſomethin 
congenial in our fouls, which from our firſt meeting I 
believe had attracted us (unknown to ourſelves) un- 
| « der 
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der the notions of friendſhip and regard, and now diſ- 
cloſed itſelf in the moſt paſſionate love. : 

* I liſtened to his addreſſes, and we were truly happy. 
His attachment was the quinteſſence of- tenderneſs and 
ſincerity, while his generoſity knew no bounds. Not 
content with having paid twelve hundred pounds on my 
account, in the ſpace of one fortnight, he would have 


© loaded me with preſent after preſent, had not I abſo- 
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lutely refuſed to accept ſuch expenſive marks of his 
munificence. I was even mortified at thoſe inſtances of 
his liberality, which my ſituation compelled me to re- 
ceive, leſt, being but little acquainted with my diſpoſi- 
tion, he ſhould ſuſpe&t me of being intereſted in my 
love, and judge my conduct by the malicious reports of 
common fame, which (he afterwards owned) had at 
firſt obtained ſuch credit with him, that he believed 
our mutual attachment would not be of long duration. 
But, in this particular, he was ſoon undeceived: his 
heart, though naturally adapted for the melting paſ- 
ſions, had hitherto eſcaped untouched by all the ladies 
of Italy and France; and therefore the firſt impreſ- 
ſions were the more deeply fixed. As he was unprac- 
tiſed in the ways of common gallantry and deceit, the 
ſtriking ſimplicity in his per cox was the more likel 

to engage the heart of one who knew the perfidy of the 
world, and deſpiſed all the farce and bombaſt of fa- 
ſhionable profeſſion, which I had always conſidered as 
the phraſe of vanity and oſtentation, rather than the 
genuine language of love. Beſides, gratitude had a 


conſiderable ſhare in augmenting my affection, which 


manifeſted itſelf in ſuch a warm, cordial, artleſs man- 
ner, as increaſed his eſteem, rivetted his attachment ; for 
he could cafily perceive, from the whole tenour of my 
conduct, that my brealt was an utter ſtranger to craft 
and diſſimulation: yet I was at firſt fearful of contract- 


- ing any engagement with him, becauſe being younger 


than 1, he might be more apt to change, and the 
world might be malicious enough to ſuppoſe I had 
practiſed upon his inexperience ; but, conſcious of my 
own integrity, I ſet ſlander at defiance, truſting to my 
own behaviour, and his natural probity, for the conti- 
nuance of his love. Though we did not live together 


in 


| 
| 
N 
1 
U 
5 


284 TW ADVENTURES oF 


EMO Ma: Ga 'a Aa @ a & . @ '®...&% @ e 1711 JE. VP 6H. RE 6 a MODE ©. 


in the ſame houſe, the greateſt part of our time was - 
ſpent in each other's company; we dined and ſupped . 
at the ſame table, - frequented publie places, went upon 
parties to the country, and never parted, but for a few 
hours in the night, which we paſſed in the utmoſt impa- 
tience to meet again. 
* In this agreeable manner did the days roll en, when 
my felicity was- interrupted by a fit of jealouſy with 
which I happened to be ſeized. . I had contracted an 
acquaintance with a young married lady, who, though 
her perſonal attractions were but flender,- was, upon the 
whole, an agreeable, cheerful, good-natured companion, 
with a little daſh.of the coquette in her compoſition. 


This woman being in very indigent circumſtances, oc- 


caſtoned by ſome loſſes her huſband had ſuſtained, no 
ſooner had an opportunity of ſeeing and converſing 
with my lover, than the formed the dehgn of makin 

a conqueſt of him. I ſhould have forgiven - her for this 
ſcheme, - whatever pangs it might have colt me, had I - 
believed it the effect of real paſſion 3 but I knew her too + 
well to ſuppoſe her heart was ſuſceptible of love, and 
accordingly teſented it. In the execution of her plan, 
ſne negle&ed nothing which ſhe thought capable of 
engaging his attention. She took all opportunities of 
fitting near him at table, ogled him in the molt palpa- 
ble manner, directed her whole diſcourſe to him, trod 
upon his toes; nay, I believe, ſqueezed his hand. My 
blood boiled at her, though my pride, for ſome time 
enabled me to conceal my uneatinels ; till at length her 
behaviour became ſo arrogant and groſs that f could 
no longer ſuppreſs my indignation, and one day told 
my lover, that I would immediately renounce his cor- 


reſpondence. 


He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected declara- 
tion; and when he underſtood the cauſe of it, aſſured 
me, that for the future he would never exchange one 
word with her. Satished with this mark of his finceri- 
ty and regard, I releaſed him from this promiſe, which 
he could not poſſibly keep, while ſhe and I lived upon 
any terms; and we continued to viſit each other as 
uſual, though ſhe ſti]] perſiſted in her endeavours to 
rival me in his affection, and contracted an — 
wit 
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with his companion, who ſeemed to entertain a paſſion 
for her, that ſhe might have the more frequent oppor- 
tunities of being among us; for ſhe had no objection 
againſt favouring the addrefjes of both. One evening, 
| remember, we fet out in my coach for the opera; aud 
in the way, this inamorata was fo buſy with her feet, 
that I was incenſed at her behaviour; and when we ar- 
rived at the place, refuſed to alight ; but ſetting them 
down, Geclared my intention of returning home imme— 
diately, She was ſo much pleaſed with this intimation, 
that {he could not conceal the joy ſhe felt at the 
thooghts of converſing with bim, uninterrupted by my 
preſence ; an opportunity with which 1 had never fa- 
voured her before, This open exultation increaſed my 
anger and anxiety, I went home; but, being itill tor- 
tured with the reflection of having left them together, 
adjuſted myſelf in the glaſs, though 1 was too angry to 
take notice of my own figure, and without farther de- 
lay returned to the opera. 

Having inquired for the box in which they ſat, I 
took poſſeſſion of one that fronted them, and recon- 
noitring them, without being perceived, had the ſatis- 
faction of ſeeing him removed to as great a diſtance 
from her as the place would permit, and his head turn- 
ed another way. Compoſed by this examinatien, I 
joined them without further ſcruple, when my young 
gentleman expreſſed great joy at my appearance, and 
told me he was determined to have left the entertain- 
ment, and come in queſt of me, had not I returned at 
that inſtant. 

In our way homewards, my rival repeated her uſual 
hints, and with her large hoop almoſt over-ſhadowed 
my lover from my view : upon which my jealouſy and 
wrath recurred with ſuch violence, that I pulled the 
ſtring, as a ſignal for the coachman to ſtop, with a view 
of getting out, and going home afoot ; a ſtep which 
would have afforded a new ſpectacle to the people of 
Paris. But I reflected in a moment upon the folly of 
ſuch a reſolution, and foon recollected myſelf, by calling 
my pride to my aſſiſtauce. 1 determined, however, that 
ſhe ſhould act no more ſcenes of this kind in my pre- 
ſence, and that ſame night inſiſted upon my lover's 
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dropping all intercourſe and connection with this tor- 


mentor. He very cheerfully complied with my deſire, 
and was even glad of an occaſion to break off his ac- 
quaintance with a perſon about whom I had plagued 
him ſo much. 

Thus was I freed from the perſecution of one of thoſe 
creatures, who, though of little conſequence in them- 
lelves, are yet the nella of ſociety, and find means to- 
deſtroy that harmony which reigns between two lovers, 
by the intruſion of a looſe appetite, void of all ſen{ibi- 
lity and diſcretion : having no feeling themſelves, they 
cannot ſympathize with that of other people, and do 
mitchief out of mere wantonneſs. 

* My lover being obliged to go to England, had ſet- 
tled me in a genteel houſe in Paris, with a view of re— 
turning when his affairs ſhould be adjuſted; but when 
the time of his departure approached, he began to be 
uneaſy at the proſpect of ſeparation, and, in order to 
alleviate his anxiety, deſired me to accompany him to 
Calais, where we ſtayed together three or four days, 
during which the dread of parting became more and 


more intenſe ; ſo that we determined upon my follow- 


ing him into England by the ſirſt opportunity, where I 
ſhould live altogether incog. that I might be concealed 
from the inquiries and attempts of my lord, Even at- 
ter this reſolution was fixed, we parted with all the a- 
gonies of lovers Who deſpair of ever meeting again 


-and the wind blowing very high after he had embarked, 
increaſed my fears. But, by the return of the packet- 
boat, I was bleſſed with the report of his being ſafe ar- 
rived in England, and had the ſatisfaction of peruſing 


his letters by .every poſt. | 
My admirer- being thus detached from me, my 
thoughts were Gores! employed in concerting ſome 
private method of conveying myſelf to him. As I 
would not truſt myſelf in the common packet, for fear 
of being diſcovered, after having revolved divers [chemes 
I determined to tranſport myiclf in one of the Dutch 
fiſhing-boats, though 41 knew the paſlage would be ha- 
zardous; but, in a cafe of ſuch intereſting concern, I 
overlooked all danger and inconvenience. Before 1: 


put this reſolution in practice, I was ſo fortunate as to 


hear 
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hear of a ſmall Engliſh veſſel that arrived at Calais with 
a priſoner of war, in which I embarked with my com- 
panion and another lady, who lived with me for ſome 
time afterwards; and when we came on board diſcover- 
ed that the ſhip was no other than a light collier, and 
that her whole company amounted to no more than three 
men. Nevertheleſs, though the ſea was ſo rough, and 
the weather ſo unpromiſing, that no other boat would 
venture to put to ſea, we ſet ſail, and, between two 
ſtorms, in about three hours arrived in ſafety in Do- 
ver. | 

From hence my firſt companion went to her friends, 
in the ſtage- coach, while the other lady and I hired an 
open polt-chaiſe, (though it ſnowed very hard), and, 
without any accident, performed our journey to London, 
where 1 met with my lover, who flew to my arms in a.l 
the tranſports of impatient joy; and doubtleſs I deſer- 
ved his affection, for the hardſhips, perils and difficul- 
ties 1 had undergone to be with him; for I never ſcru- 
pled to undertake any thing practicable, in order to de- 
monſtrate the ſincerity of what I profeſſed. 

In conſequence of our plan, I aſſumed a fictitious 
name, and never appeared in public, being fully ſatis- 
fied and happy in the company and tion of the 
man I loved; and when he went into the country, con- 
rented myſelf with his correſpondence, which he punc- 
tually maintained, in a ſeries of letters, equally ſenſi- 
ble, ſincere and affectionate. | 

Upon his return to town for the remainder of the 
ſeaſon, he devoted the greateſt part of his time to our 
mutual enjoyment ; left me with reluctance when he 
was called away by indiſpenſible buſineſs, and the civi- 
lity which was due to his acquaintance, and very ſeldom 
went to any place of public entertainment, becauſe I 
could not accompany and ſhare with him in the diver- 
ſion : nay, ſo much did I engroſs his attention, that 
one evening, after he had been teazed into an agreement 
of meeting ſome friends at a play, he went thither pre- 
ciſely at the appointed hour, and as they did not arrive 
punctually at the very minute, he returned to me im- 
mediately, as much rejoiced at his eſcape as 1 he lad 
met with ſome ſignal deliverance, Nor was his con- 
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ſtancy inferior to the ardour of his love: we went onct 
together to a ball in the Hay market, where, in the 
midit of a thouſand fine women, whoſe charms were en- 
hanced by the peculiarity of the dreſſes they wore, he 
remained unſhaken, unſcduced, preſerving his attach- 
ment for me in ſpite of all temptation. | 
© In the ſummer he provided me with a houſe in the 
neighbourhood of his own ; but the accommodations 
being bad, and that country affording no other place 
Gt for my reſidence, he brought me home to his own 
ſeat, and by that ſtep raiſed an univerſal clamour, though 
I ſaw no company, and led ſuch a ſolitary life, that 
nothing but exceſſive love could have ſupported my ſpi- 
rits: not but that he gave me as much of his time as 
he could poſſibly ſpare from the neceſſary duties of pay- 
ing and receiving viſits, together with the avocations of 
hunting, and other country amuſements, which I could 
not partake. Formerly, indeed, I uſed to hunt and 
ſhoot, but I had left off both; ſo that I was now re- 
duced to the alternative of reading and walking by my- 
ſelf; but, Love made up for all deficiencies to me, who 
think nothing eiſe worth the living for Had J been bleſ- 
fed with a partner for life wha could have loved ſincerely, 
and inſpired me with a mutual flame, I weuld have aſked 
no more of fate. Intereſt and ambition have no ſhare in 
my comfoſitions love wich is pleaſure, ar pleaſure which 
is love, makes up the whole. A heart js diſpoſed cannot 
be devoid of other good qualities; it muſt be ſubjec to the 
impreſſions of humanity and benevolence, and an enemy to 
nothing but itſelf. This you will give me leave to affirm, 
in juſtice to myſelf, as I have frankly owned my failings 
and miſconduct. 
Towards the end of ſummer my heart was a little a- 
larmed by a report that prevailed of my lover's 2 
actually engaged in a treaty of marriage: however, 
gave little credit to this rumour, till I was obliged to 
o to town about buſineſs, and there I heard the fame 
information confidently affirmed. Though I ftill conſi- 
dered it as a vague ſurmiſe, I wrote to him an account 
of what I had heard; and in his anſwer, which is ftill 
in my poſſeſſion, he aſſured me, with repeated vows and 
proteltations, that the report was altogether falſe. Sa- 
1 « tisfied 
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'tished with this declaration, I returned to his houſe ; 
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and though the tale was inceſſantly thundered in my 
ears, ſtill believed it void of all foundation, till my ſuſ- 


picion was awaked by a very inconſiderable circum- 
ſtance. 


One day, on his return from hunting. I perceived he 


had a very fine pair of Dreſden ruffles on his ſhirt, 


which I could not ſuppoſe he would wear at ſuch a rut- 
tic exerciſe z and therefore my fears immediately took 
the alarm. When l queſtioned him about this particu- 


lar of his dreſs, his colour changed; and though he 


attempted to elude my ſuſpicion, by imputiag it to a 
miitake of his ſervant, I could not reſt ſatistied with 
this account ot the matter, but inquired into the truth 
with ſuch eagerneſs and penetration, that he could not 
deny he had been to make a vilit. By degrees I even 
extorted from him a confeſſion, that he had engaged 
himſelf farther than be ought to have proceeged, with- 
out making me acquainted with his debgn, though he 
endeavoured to excuic his conduct, and pacify my diſ- 
pleaſure, by ſaying that the affair would not be brought 


to bear for a great while, and perhaps might never 


come to a determination: but he was in great confu- 
fion, and indeed hardly knew what he ſaid. 

I would have quitted his houſe that moment, had not 
he, beforehand, obtained a promiſe that I would take 
no raſh reſolution of that kind. and put it out of my 
power to procure any method of conveyance by which 
I could make my retreat. I gave no vent to reproach- 
es, and only upbraided him with his having permitted 


me to return in ignorance to the country, after I was 
once fairly gone; upon which he-{wore that he could 


not bear the thoughts of parting with me. This de- 


claration vas a myltery at that time, but I have been 


ſince ſo fully ſatisſied of his reaſons for his conduct, 
that I heartily acquit him-of all injuſtice to me. And 
indeed it is my ſincere opinion, that if ever young man 
deſerved to be happy, he is certainly- entitled to that 
privilege ; and, if I may be allowed to judge, has a 
heart ſuſceptible of the molt refined enjoyment. 

The violence of the grief and conſternation which I 


ſuffered from this itroke having a little ſubſided, I de- 
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liberated with myſelf about the meaſures I ſhould take, 
and determined to leave his houſe ſome day when he 
ſhould be abraad. I was encouraged in this reſolution 
by the advice of our Scotch friend, who came about 
this time from London, on a viſit to his fellow-travel- 
ler : we thought ſuch an abrupt departure would be 
leſs ſhocking than to ſtay and take a formal leave of 
my lover, whoſe heart was of ſuch a delicate frame, 
that after I told him I ſhould one day withdraw my- 
ſelf, in his abſence, he never came home from the- 
chace, or any other avocation, without trembling with 
apprehenſion that I had eſcaped, 

After he had been ſome time accuſtomed to theſe 
fears by my previous intimation, I at length decamped 
in good earneſt, though my heart ached upon the oc- 
caſion, becauſe 1 left him loving and beloved; for his 
affection was evident, notwithitanding the ſtep he had 
taken, by the advice and importunity of all his relations,. 
wao laid a difagreeable reſtraint upon his inclinations, 
while they conſulted his intereſt in every other particular, 
While I halted in the next great town, until I could 
be ſupplied with freſh horſes, 1 was viſited by a gentle- 


man who had been formerly intimate with my lover ; 


but a breach had happened in their friendſhip, and he 


now came to complain of the treatment he had received. 
Perceiving that I was not in a humour to liſten to his 
ſtory, he ſhifted the converſation to my own, and ob- 
ſerved, that I had been extremely ill uſed. I told him 
that I was of a different opinion: that it was not only 
juſt, but expedient, that a young man of Mr —s for- 
tune ſhould think of making ſome alliance to ſtrengthen 
and ſupport the intereſt of his family; and that I had. 
nothing to accuſe him of but his: my me remain ſo 
long in ignorance of his intention, e then gave me 
to underſtand, that I was ftill ignorant of a great part 
of the ill uſage I had received; affirming, that while 1 
lived in his houſe, he had amuſed himſelf with all the 
common women in that town, to ſome of whom this 

entleman had perſonally introduced: him. 

At firſt, I could not believe this imputation; but he 
ſupported his afſertions with ſo many convincing cir- 


« cumitances, that I could no longe doubt the truth of 


« them; 
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them; and I felt ſo much reſentment, that my love 
vaniſhed immediately into air. Iuſtead of proceeding 
in my journey to London, | went back a conſiderable 
way and ſent a meſlage, SY to ſee him in a little 
houſe, about mid-way between his own habitation and 
the town from whence I came. He obeyed my ſum- 
mons, and appeared at the place appointed, where I 
reproached him with great bitterneis. He pleaded 
guilty to the charge, ſo far as acknowledging that he 
had correſponded with other women lately, in order to 


get the better of his affection for me, but the experi- 


ment had failed, and he found that he ſhould be for 
ever miſerable. | 

I did not look upon this candid confeſſion as a ſuf- 
ficient atonement for his paſt diflimulation, and, in the 
ſharpneſs of my revenge, demanded a ſettlement, which 
he peremptorily refabed ſo that for the preſent, we 
held each other in the utmoſt contempt. Indeed, I at- 
terwards deſpiſed myſelf for my condeſcenſion, which 
was owing to the advice of my companion, ſupported 


and inflamed by the ſpirit of reſentment. Nevertheleſs, 


he begged that I would return to his houſe, or ſtay all 
night where I was; but I was deaf to his intreaties, 
and, after a great deal of ironical civility on my fide, I 
took my leave, and went away ; yet, before I ſet out, 
I looked back, and ſaw him on horſeback, with ſuch 
an air of ſimplicity and truth, as called up a profound 
ſigh, notwithſtanding all that had paſſed in our conver- 
ſation, | 
Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings in Lei- 
celter-ftields, and anſwered a letter which I had ſome 
months before received from my lord, telling him that 
I would go home to bim, without ſtipulating for any 
terms, to try what effect my confidence would have up- 
on his generoſity. He readily.embraced the otter, aud 
took a houſe in St. James's ſtreet, where I propoſed to 
comply with his humour in every thing that was con- 
ſiſtent with my own peace and tranquillity. 
Mean while, my lover paſſed his time very diſagree- 
ably in the country, with his friend, of whom (it ſeems) 
he had conceived ſome jealouſy, which was increaſed by 
a letter I wrote to that gentleman, till he was made ac- 
B b 2  quainted 
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quainted with the contents, which. he read over forty 
times; and then his paſſion breaking out with more 
violence than ever, he not only expreſſed his feeling, in 
an epiſtle which I immediately received, but when he 
came to town, ſuffered ſuch agonies of deſpair as I had 
never ſeen before, except in lord B It was then 
in my power to have taken ample revenge upon him, as 
well as upon my inſolent rival, who had inſiſted upon 
my leaving his houſe, in a very abrupt manner, tho' he 
abſolutely refuſed to gratify her malice; for he was now 
diſpoſed to do any thing for my ſatisfaction: but 1 
knew his worth, and had too much regard for his re- 


putation to adviſe him to act inconſiſtent with his ho- 
nour. 


About this time, many tender meetings and ſorrow- 


ful partings happened between us, till the marriage 
knot was tied, when he ſent me a bank-note for a thou- 
ſand pounds, by way of ſpecimen (as he called it) of his 
friendſhip, and of. what he wauld do for me, ſhould I 
ever. want his aſſiſtance. This mark of his generofity I 
received in a-moſt tender billet, which Fa never part 
with, together. with his picture ſet in diamonds. 
I now employed my thoughts in keeping meaſures 
with my lord; we lay in the fame apartment, and for 
the firſt four or five months I neither dined nor ſupped 
abroad, above twice ; and then he knew where I was, 
and approved of my company. But all this complacen- 
cy and eircumſpection had no effect upon his temper, 
which remained as capricious and diſſatisfied as ever. 
Nay, to ſuch a provoking degree did this unhappy 
humour prevail, that one day, in the preſence of his 
lawyer, he harangued upon my miſconduct fince our laſt 
re- union; and very freely aitrmed, that every ſtep. I 
had taken was.diametrically oppoſite to his will. 
* Conſcious of the pains I had been at to pleaſe him, I 
was fo incenſed at theſe upjuſt invectives, that ſtarting 
up I told him he was a little dirty fetlow ; and would 
have left the houſe immediately, had not his lawyer, 
and others, who were in the next room, interpoſed, 
and by dint of argument and importunity diverted me 
from my purpoſe. By the bye, I have been informed 
by a perſon of rank, that my lord diſcovered exactly 
the fame dilpolition in his father's lifetime, and only 
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changes the ſubje& of his complaint from the word 
father to that of wife. Indeed he takes all opportuni— 
ties of plaguing my dear parent, as he has juft ſagacity 
enough to know, that this is the molt effectual way he 
can take to diltreſs me. 

After repeated trials, I have given up all hopes of 
making him happy, or of finding mylelf eaſy in my 
ſituation, and live with him at preſent to avoid a greater 
inconvenience. Not that his ill- nature is all the grievance 
of which I complain: excluſive of the perſonal diſguſt I 
entertain for him, his folly is of that ſpecies which diſ- 
obliges rather than diverts, and his vanity and affecta- 
tion altogether intolerable; for he aQually believes him- 
ſelf, or at leaſt would impoſe himſelf upon mankind, as 
a pattern in gallantry and taſte, and, in point of buſineſs, 
a perſon of infinite ſagacity and penetration: but the 
moſt ridiculous part of his character is his pretended 
talent for politics, in which he ſo deeply concerns 
himſelf, that he has diſmiſſed many a good ſervant, be- 
cauſe he ſuſpected him of having wrong connections; 
a theme upon which he has often quarrelled with me, 
even almoſt to parting, accuſing me with holding corre- 
ſpondence with the earls of B— and C—, and Mr. H— 
V—, though 1 never had the leaſt acquaintance with 
any of theſ- gentlemen except the carl of C ,.to 
whom I have not ſpoke for theſe ten years paſt. 

© In ſhort, I have often been at a loſs to know, whe- 
ther he was more mad or malicious 1n thoſe fits of en- 
thuſiaſm, wherein he ſeemed tranſported with zeal for 
the commonwealth, and tormented me with his admo- 
nitions out of all temper and patience. At WIG 
however, IT contrived an expedient which freed me from 
theſe troubleſome expoſtulations, and filenced him effec- 
tually on the ſcore of politics. This was no other than 
an open avowal of being connected with all thoſe people 
whom I have named. Indeed I knew him too well to 
believe there was any thing ſolid in his intention or pro- 
feſſions, even when he carried himſelf ſo far as to de- 
mand a private audience with the K, in order to com- 
municate a ſcheme for ſuppreſſing the rebellion, and, 
that being denied, ſolicited the duke of D 's inte- 
reſt for permiſſion to raiſe and head a regiment of Kentiſh 


ſmugglers: nay, to ſuch a pitch did his loyalty foar, 
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that he purchaſed a firelock of particular mechaniſm, 
calculated for the ſafety of the bearer, in caſe he had 
been placed centinel at his majeſty's door; and kept his 
horſes ready capariſoned, with a view of attending his 
ſovereign to the field. Notwithſtanding all theſe pom- 
pous preparations, had he been put to the proof, he 
would have infallibly crept out of his engagements, 
through ſome ſneaking evaſion, his imagination bein 
very Fertile in ſuch ſaving pretences. Yet he will tal 
ſometimes ſo fervently, and even ſenſibly, on the ſubject, 
that a ſtranger would miſtake him for a man of under- 
ſtanding, and determined zeal for the good of his 
country. | 

Since my laſt return to his houſe, that act of parlia- 
ment paſſed, by which he was enabled. to pay his debts, 
and, among the reſt, a thouſand pounds of my contract- 
ing, the only burden of that kind I ever entailed upon 
him, excluſive of my pin-money, which was never regu- 
larly paid ; nor would he have been ſubje& to this, had 
he not, by his perſecution and purſuit, expoſed me to 
an extraordinary expence. I have alſo had it in my 
power to reward ſome of my faithful Abigails, in parti- 
cular, to relieve from extreme diſtreſs that maid to 
whom (as I have already obſerved) Lord B grant- 
ed an annuity, which ſhe had ſold; ſo that ſhe was re- 
duced to the moſt abje& poverty, and I found her in a 
diſmal hole, with two infants, periſhing for want; a 
ſpectacle which drew tears from my eyes, and indeed 
could not but make deep impreſſion ypon a heart like 


mine, which the miſery of my fellow-creatures never 
failed to melt. 


Nor did I, upon this occaſion, Torget the attachment 


and fidelity of my other woman Mrs. 8 „ who, 
hearing I was robbed in my paſſage through Flanders, 
had generouſly relinquiſhed the allowance I had ſettled 
upon her at parting. Ihe exerciſe of ſuch acts of huma- 
nity and benevolence, and the pleaſure of ſeeing my dear 
and tender parent often, in ſome meaſure alleviate the 
chagrin to which J am ſubje& from the diſagreeable 
diſpolition of my lord, who, conſiſtent with his former 
inconſiſtency, upon our laſt reconciliation cheerfully 
agreed to a propoſal I made of having concerts in the 
houſe, and even approved of the ſcheme with marks of 
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particular ſatisfaction: but, before one half of the win- 
© ter was expired, he found means to baniſh all the com- 
_ « pany, beginning with Lord R— B—, who, as he 
« walked up ſtairs one evening, was ſtopped by a footman, 
who plainly told him he had orders to fay to him in 
particular, that his lordſhip was not at home; yet the 
© very next day, perceiving that nobleman and me walk- 
ing together in the wel, he joined us with an air of 
alacrity, as if no ſuch thing had happened, and even 
| behaved to Lord R with the moſt fawning com- 
plaiſance. His deportment was equally abſurd and im- 
pertinent to the reſt of his friends, who forſook us gra- 
dually, being tired of maintaining any friendly commu- 
nication with ſuch a diſagreeable compoſition of igno- 
rance and arrogance. For my own part I look _ 
him as utterly incorrigible, and, as fate hath ſubjected 
me to his pow er, endeavour to make the bitter draught 
go down, by detaching myſelf as much as poſſible from 
the ſuppoſition that there is any ſuch exiſtence upon 
earth. Indeed, if I had not fatal experience of the 
contrary, I ſhould be apt to believe, that ſuch a cha- 
rater is not to be found among the ſons of men; be- 
cauſe his conduct is altogether unaccountable by the 
known rules and maxims of life, and falls entirely under 
the poet's obſervation, when he fays, 
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i true, nos meaning puzzles more than wit,” 


Her ladyſhip having thus concluded her ſtory, to the 
entertainment of the company, and the admiration of 
* Peregrine, who expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the variety 
of adventures the had undergone, which was fuch as he 
thought ſuflicient to dettroy the moſt hardy and robuſt 
conſtitution, and therefore infinitely more than enough to 
overwhelm one of her delicate frame; one of the gentle- 
men preſent roundly taxed: her with want of candour, in 
ſuppreſſing ſome circumſtances of her life, which he thought 
eſſential in the. conſideration of her character. 

She reddened at this peremptory charge, which had an 
evident effect upon the countenances of the whole audi- 
ence, when the accuſer proceeded to explain his imputa- 
tion, by obſerving, that,. in the courſe of her narration, 
ſhe had omitted to mention a thouſand acts of uncommon 
charity, of which he himſelf knew her to be guilty, __ | 
that 
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that ſhe had concealed a great many advantageous propo- - 
ſals of marriage, which ſhe might have accepted before 
ſhe was engaged. 

The company were agreeably undeceived by this ex- 
planation, which her ladyſhip acknowedged, in very po- 
lite terms, as a compliment equally genteel and unexpect- 
ed; and our hero, after having teſtified the ſenſe he had 
of her complaiſance and condeſcenſion in regaling him 
with a mark of her confidence and eſteem, took his leave, 
and went home in a ſtate of confuſion and perplexity; for, 
from the circumſtances of the tale he had heard, he plainly 
perceived, that her ladyſhip's heart was too delicate to re- 
ceive ſuch incenſe as he, in the capacity of an admirer, 
could at preſent pay; becauſe, though he had in ſome 
meaſure abridged the empire of Emilia in his own breast, 
it was not in his power to reſtrain it ſo effectually, but 
that it would interfere with any other ſovcreign whom his 
thoughts ſhould adopt; and, unleſs Lady —— could en- 
 oroſs his whole love, time, and attention, he foreſaw, that 
it would be impoſſible for him to fupport the paſſion which 
he might have the good fortune to inſpire. . He was, 
moreover, deterred from declaring his love, by the fate of 
her former admirers, who ſeemed to have been wound u 
to a degree of enthuſiaſm,-that looked more like the effect 
of inchantment than the inſpiration of human attractions; 
an ecſtacy of paſſion which he durlt not venture to under- 

o: he therefore reſolved to combat with the umpreffions + 
* had already received, and, if poſſible, cultivate her 
friendſhip without ſoliciting her affection ; but, before lie 
could fix upon this determination,. he defired to know the 
footing on which he ſtood in her opinion, and by the intel 
ligence of Crabtree, obtained in the uſual manner, under- 
flood, that her ſentiments of him were very favourable, 
though without the leaſt tincture of love. He would have 
been tranſported with joy, had her. thoughts of him been 
of a more tender texture, though his reaſon was better 
pleaſed with the information he received, in conſequence 
of which he muſtered up the ideas of his firit paſſion, and 
ſet them in oppoſition to thoſe of this new and dangerous 
attachment, by which means he kept the balance iz equi-- - 
librio, and his boſom tolerably quiet. 
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